
Drew & Madeline Morgan
42 Sewall Road

Portsmouth NH 03801

We are requesting a variance to allow a nonconforming building to be reconstructed without
conforming to the requirement of the ordinance. We would like to reconstruct our house to add a
second story. The current footprint will remain unchanged, but since our current build is
non-conforming, we need the variance to add the second story.

We are also requesting dimensional relief on the front setback of the property for outward
expansion of a front porch as well as building coverage relief. We are looking to add a porch to
the front (west facing) side of our house. This porch would extend 7.5ft from the current front of
our house, encroaching the 30ft setback from the road. The new setback from the porch to the
front edge of the property would be 20 ft. The proposed porch will also increase the building
coverage of our lot from its current 18.1% to 21.3%.

Explanation
1. The variance is not contrary to the public interest: The variance is not contrary to

public interest- it will in no way threaten public health, safety, welfare or otherwise injure
public rights. The surrounding neighborhood consists of single and two story homes; and
on a quiet street used for neighborhood enjoyment. The outward expansion will improve
the aesthetics of this property by not altering the essential character of the
neighborhood. The reconstruction of our home fits within the aesthetics of our
neighborhood.

2. The Spirit of the Ordinance is Observed: This style of home with the addition of the
front porch is common in not only this neighborhood, but throughout Portsmouth.

3. Substantial Justice is Done: The proposed plan does not result in any hardship done
to the general public and/or individuals. The purpose of this renovation is to allow for
more liveable space both indoors and outdoors for the applicant and their family without
hindering the public in any way.

4. The values of surrounding properties are not diminished: The values of the
surrounding properties are not diminished; the proposed work falls in line with the
character of other properties in the neighborhood.

5. Literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship: The
purpose of this proposed renovation is to create more liveable space for a young family
who loves to be outside and interacting with the neighborhood. A benefit of this lovely,
quiet neighborhood is that our children can play outside, ride bikes in the street, and this
proposed front porch allows us to enjoy the outdoors while also maintaining the essential
character of the neighborhood. The proposed addition allows us to create a
‘forever’home in this great neighborhood and continue building strong relationships with
our neighbors. It gives a growing family more space while still maintaining the character
Portsmouth is known for.
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