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30 August 2023 
 
 
Rick Chellman, Chair 
City of Portsmouth Planning Board 
1 Junkins Avenue 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
 
Re: City of Portsmouth Wetland Conditional Use Permit Request 

Tax Map 207, Lot 59 
 67 Ridges Court 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
 
Dear Mr. Chellman: 
 
This letter transmits a City of Portsmouth Wetland Conditional Use Permit Amendment request for 3,066 
square feet of disturbance within the 100’ City of Portsmouth Wetland Buffer for residential site 
improvements including construction of a proposed addition, re-configuration of the existing driveway 
utilizing pervious pavers, installation of three rain gardens, and construction of stone steps and a stone patio.   
(See attached plan set). Please place us on the Agenda for your September 21, 2023, Planning Board 
Meeting. 
 
The property currently contains a single-family residential structure, a paved driveway, retaining walls, 
steps and associated landscaping (see attached photo log) 
 
The proposed pervious technologies being used for the construction of the driveway combined with the 
proposed rain gardens will allow for collection, treatment, and infiltration of the stormwater from the 
proposed building addition, providing a stormwater treatment component that does not exist under existing 
conditions. Attached to this application is a Rain Garden Subcatchment Exhibit, rain garden sizing & 
design, calculations form, and an Inspection & Maintenance Plan for the proposed stormwater structures. 
 
Per the City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance, Article 10.1017.22 (3), wetland buffer occupies 
approximately 68% (11,170 sq. ft.) of the subject lot (16,500 sq. ft.) of which a majority of the buffer area 
would be characterized as maintained lawn. Approximately 16% or 1,788 sq. ft. of the wetland buffer area 
that occurs on the lot consists of structure, driveway, retaining walls and steps (developed area). The 
remaining wetland buffer area on the lot would be characterized as mostly maintained lawn, which would 
total approximately 84% or 9,382 sq. ft.  
 
Also, per the City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance, Article 10.1017.24 the application shall include 
removal of impervious surfaces at least equal in area to the area of impervious surface impact. The project 
proposes a decrease (253 sq. ft.) of impervious surface within the city wetland buffer. 
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Under the City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance, Article 10.1017.25 (1) the wetland buffer enhancement 
plan shall include a combination of new plantings, invasive species removal, habitat creation areas, 
improved site hydrology, or protected easements provided offsite. The attached Landscape Plan prepared 
by LM Land Design, LLC (attached) provides for the installation of 92 plantings along the tidal wetland 
resource within the 25’ vegetated buffer strip, in addition to 55 plants being installed outside of the 
vegetative buffer strip which will also serve to improve stormwater quality on the subject lot. Since the 
project proposes a decrease of impervious surface within the City wetland buffer, wetland buffer 
enhancements are not required under Article 10.1017.24 , however the plantings will also serve to enhance 
the visual quality and aesthetics on the lot, provide micro habitats for urban wildlife species, promote 
pollinators and other valuable insect life and provide a landscape improvement from what currently exists. 
 
Per the City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance, Article 10.1017.25 (2), where the vegetated buffer strip 
contains grass or non-native plantings, or is otherwise not intact, the first priority of the wetland buffer 
enhancement plan shall be to include revegetation of the vegetated buffer strip with native, low-
maintenance shrubs and other woody vegetation. The attached Planting Plan proposes 92 plantings (as 
described above) in an area that is currently maintained lawn, directly adjacent to the tidal wetland resource.  
 
According to the City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance, Article 10.1017.50 Criteria for Approval, the 
proposal shall comply with the following criteria: 
 

1. The land is reasonably suited to the use, activity, or alteration. 
 
The proposal is to construct a building addition onto the existing single-family residential structure, re-
configuration of the existing driveway utilizing pervious pavers, installation of three rain gardens, and 
construction of stone steps and a stone patio. Given that the proposed project includes expansion of an 
existing footprint on a previously developed lot utilizing an area that is currently paved driveway, removal 
and re-configuration of driveway and the proposed disturbance is not located in the Flood Hazard Zone, the 
land is reasonably suited to the use, activity, or alteration.  
 

2. There is no alternative location outside of the wetland buffer that is feasible and reasonable 
for the proposed use, activity, or alteration. 

 
Due to the configuration of the lot, the location of nearby wetlands, there does not exist an area to propose 
the building addition and achieve a reasonable use while avoiding the 100’ City of Portsmouth Wetland 
Buffer. The project utilizes an area that currently exists as paved driveway for the building addition and  
converts remaining driveway to a pervious surface resulting in a net reduction of impervious surface in the 
100’ City of Portsmouth Wetland Buffer. 
 

3. There will be no adverse impact on the wetland functional values of the site or surrounding 
properties. 

 
The proposal will not significantly impact the existing wetland resource located adjacent to the site and its 
current functions and values.  The proposed project reduces the amount of impervious surface within the 
100’ City of Portsmouth Wetland Buffer, provides for the installation of three rain gardens and 147 
plantings on the lot which will serve to improve stormwater quality, treatment, and infiltration on the subject 
parcel. With the above measures being taken, it is my belief that the above project will improve water 
quality entering the nearby wetland resource, and therefore have no adverse impact on the wetland 
functional values and the surrounding properties.  
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4. Alteration of the natural vegetative state or managed woodland will occur only to the extent 

necessary to achieve construction goals. 
 
The proposed project does not alter any naturally vegetated areas to construct the project.  
 

5. The proposal is the alternative with the least adverse impact to areas and environments under 
the jurisdiction of this Section. 

 
The project represents the alternative with the least adverse impacts to areas and environments while 
allowing reasonable use of the property. The proposal avoids the wetland buffer to the greatest extent 
practicable while providing a reasonable use for the property owner. The project also provides the use of 
pervious technology, installation of rain gardens and a robust planting plan which will serve to improve 
stormwater quality, treatment, and infiltration on the subject parcel. 
 

6. Any area within the vegetated buffer strip will be returned to a natural state to 
the extent feasible. 

 
There are no areas within the vegetated buffer strip that will be impacted or altered by this project. The 
project does however enhance the vegetated buffer strip with the installation of 92 plantings as described 
above. 
 
The project was reviewed by the Portsmouth Conservation Commission at their August 9, 2023, 
Commission meeting. As a result of the consideration, the Conservation Commission voted to recommend 
approval of the Wetland Conditional Use Permit to the Planning Board with three stipulations, all of which are 
agreeable to the applicant and have been shown on a Revised Sheet C2 of the plan set. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding this application. I look forward to an in-
person presentation at your September 21, 2023, meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve Riker, CWS  
Project Scientist/Project Manager 
sriker@haleyward.com 
 
Cc: Jeffrey M. & Melissa Foy-Owners/Applicant 
  

 
 



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
Planning Department

1 Junkins Avenue
Portsmouth, New

Hampshire 03801 
(603) 610-7216 

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
April 25, 2023

Jeffrey & Melissa Foy
67 Ridges Court
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801

RE: Board of Adjustment Request for property located at 67 Ridges Court (LU-22-199)

Dear Property Owners:

The Zoning Board of Adjustment, at its regularly scheduled meeting of Tuesday, April 18,
2023, considered your application for constructing a 518 square foot garage addition and
expansion of front dormer which requires the following: 1) A variance from Section 10.521 to
allow a 14 foot front yard where 19 feet is required per Section 10.516.10. 2) A Variance from
Section 10.321 to allow a nonconforming building or structure to be extended, reconstructed,
or enlarged without conforming to the requirements of the Ordinance.  Said property is
shown on Assessor Map 207 Lot 59 and lies within the Single Residence B (SRB) District.
 As a result of said consideration, the Board voted to

1) approve the request to rehear based on Fisher v. Dover; and 2) grant the variances for the
application as presented and advertised.

The Board's decision may be appealed up to thirty (30) days after the vote.  Any action taken
by the applicant pursuant to the Board's decision during this appeal period shall be at the
applicant's risk. Please contact the Planning Department for more details about the appeals
process.

Approvals may also be required from other City Commissions or Boards.  Once all required
approvals have been received, applicant is responsible for applying for and securing a
building permit from the Inspection Department prior to starting any project work.

This approval shall expire unless a building permit is issued within a period of two (2) years
from the date granted unless an extension is granted in accordance with Section 10.236 of
the Zoning Ordinance.

The Findings of Fact associated with this decision are available: attached here or as an
attachment in the Viewpoint project record associated with this application and on the Zoning
Board of Adjustment Meeting website: 

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/planportsmouth/zoning-board-adjustment/zoning-board-
adjustment-archived-meetings-and-material

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/planportsmouth/zoning-board-adjustment/zoning-board-adjustment-archived-meetings-and-material


The minutes and audio recording of this meeting are available by contacting the Planning
Department.

Very truly yours,

Phyllis Eldridge, Chair of the Zoning Board of Adjustment

cc: Shanti Wolph, Chief Building Inspector

Rosann Maurice-Lentz, City Assessor

R. Timothy Phoenix, Hoefle, Phoenix, Gormley & Roberts, PLLC
John Chagnon, Ambit Engineering



Letter of Decision Form 

Findings of Fact | Variance 
City of Portsmouth Zoning Board of Adjustment  
 
Date: 4-18-2023 
 
Property Address:  67 Ridges Court 
 
Application #:  LU-22-199 
 
Decision:    Grant    
 
Findings of Fact:   
 
Effective August 23, 2022, amended RSA 676:3, I now reads as follows: The local land use board shall 
issue a final written decision which either approves or disapproves an application for a local permit 
and make a copy of the decision available to the applicant. The decision shall include specific 
written findings of fact that support the decision. Failure of the board to make specific written findings 
of fact supporting a disapproval shall be grounds for automatic reversal and remand by the superior 
court upon appeal, in accordance with the time periods set forth in RSA 677:5 or RSA 677:15, unless 
the court determines that there are other factors warranting the disapproval. If the application is not 
approved, the board shall provide the applicant with written reasons for the disapproval. If the 
application is approved with conditions, the board shall include in the written decision a detailed 
description of the all conditions necessary to obtain final approval. 
 
The proposed application meets/does not meet the following purposes for granting a 
Variance: 
 
Section 10.233 Variance Evaluation 
Criteria 

Finding 
(Meets 

Criteria) 

 Relevant Facts  

10.233.21 Granting the variance would not be 
contrary to the public interest. 

 
 

YES   

• It is a residentially zoned area and 
the proposed project will continue 
the use of the property for 
residential purposes. 
 

10.233.22 Granting the variance would 
observe the spirit of the Ordinance. 

 
 

YES   

• It is a residentially zoned area and 
the proposed project will continue 
the use of the property for 
residential purposes. 
 

10.233.23 Granting the variance would do  
substantial justice. 

   
 

YES   

• No one claimed that there would 
be a general loss to the public of 
any kind if the variances were 
granted, so there will be no loss to 
the public that would outweigh the 
benefit to the applicant. 
 



Letter of Decision Form 

10.233.24 Granting the variance would not 
diminish the values of surrounding properties. 

    
 

 
YES   

• The board had contrary evidence 
presented by those for and against 
the proposal, and in weighing the 
facts and hearing the feedback 
from the tax assessment 
perspective, they didn’t feel that 
there was adequate evidence to 
support the idea that the 
surrounding properties would be 
diminished in value should this 
variance be approved. 
 

10.233.25 Literal enforcement of the provisions 
of the Ordinance would result in an 
unnecessary hardship. 
 
(a)The property has special Conditions that 
distinguish it from other properties in the area. 
AND 
(b)Owing to these special conditions, a fair 
and substantial relationship does not exist  
between the general public purposes of the 
Ordinance provision and the specific  
application of that provision to the property; 
and the proposed use is a reasonable one. 
OR 
Owing to these special conditions, the 
property cannot be reasonably used in strict 
conformance with the Ordinance, and a 
variance is therefore necessary to enable a 
reasonable use of it. 

 
 
 

YES  

• The special condition of the 
property is the front of the existing 
structure already encroaches on 
the required 19-ft setback, so the 
board was starting with a 
nonconforming property and the 
proposed variance involved two 
structural elements that are farther 
set back than the existing structure 
and therefore do not increase the 
degree of nonconformance of the 
property. 
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CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
Planning Department

1 Junkins Avenue
Portsmouth, New

Hampshire 03801 
(603) 610-7216 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
August 23, 2023

Jeffrey & Melissa Foy
67 Ridges Court
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801

RE: Wetland Conditional Use Permit for property located at 67 Ridges Court (LU-22-199)

Dear Property Owners:

The Conservation Commission, at its regularly scheduled meeting of Wednesday, August
09, 2023, considered your application for the construction of a new garage addition with
living space above, a bump out of the existing rear deck and roof, a re-configuration of the
existing driveway utilizing pervious pavers, installation of three rain gardens, and
construction of stone steps and a stone patio. All existing retaining walls are to remain.
Approximately 68% of the lot is within the City’s 100 ft. wetland buffer and the project
proposes a decrease of 479 sf of impervious surface across the lot. Within the buffer, the
applicant is proposing 2,010 sf of permanent impacts and 1,056 sf of temporary impacts. The
impacts would be offset by the various buffer plantings to be planted within the 25’ vegetated
buffer as well as the installation of the rain gardens to help control and filter storm-water
runoff from the property as well as other areas upslope from the street.  Said property is
shown on Assessor Map 207 Lot 59 and lies within the Single Residence B (SRB) District.
 As a result of said consideration, the Commission voted to recommend approval of the
Wetland Conditional Use Permit to the Planning Board with the following stipulations.

1. In accordance with Section 10.1018.40 of the Zoning Ordinance, applicant shall install at
least 3 permanent wetland boundary markers during project construction in the locations
discussed with the Conservation Commission. These can be purchased through the City of
Portsmouth Planning and Sustainability Department.
2. Applicant shall provide a report on the success of the rain garden plantings one year after
planting has occurred to the City of Portsmouth Planning & Sustainability Department. If they
have not achieved at least an 80% success rate then applicant will replant.
3. Applicant and property owners shall follow NOFA standards for organic land care for lawn
maintenance. Please visit https://nofa.organiclandcare.net/homeowner-resources/ for details.

This matter will be placed on the agenda for the Planning Board meeting scheduled for
Thursday, September 21, 2023. One (1) hard copy of any revised plans and/or exhibits as
well as an updated electronic file (in a PDF format) must be filed in the Planning Department
and uploaded to the online permit system no later than Wednesday, August 30, 2023.

The minutes and audio recording of this meeting are available by contacting the Planning
Department.

Very truly yours,

https://nofa.organiclandcare.net/homeowner-resources/


8/25/23, 7:42 AM about:blank

about:blank 2/2

Barbara McMillan, Vice-Chair
Conservation Commission

cc:

R. Timothy Phoenix, Hoefle, Phoenix, Gormley & Roberts, PLLC
John Chagnon, Ambit Engineering
Steven Riker, CWS, Ambit Engineering



  
   New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau 

NHB DataCheck Results Letter 

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources  DNCR/NHB 

Division of Forests and Lands  172 Pembroke Rd. 

(603) 271-2214     fax:  271-6488  Concord,  NH   03301 

 

To:  John Chagnon, Ambit Engineering, Inc. 

 200 Griffin Road 

 Unit 3 

 Portsmouth, NH  03801 

  

From: NH Natural Heritage Bureau 

Date: 7/21/2023 (valid until 7/21/2024) 

Re: Review by NH Natural Heritage Bureau of request submitted 7/13/2023 

Permits: MUNICIPAL POR - Portsmouth, NHDES - Shoreland Standard Permit, NHDES - 

Wetland Standard Dredge & Fill - Minor 

 

   

NHB ID:  NHB23-2110 Applicant:  Steve Riker 

      

Location:  Portsmouth 

67 Ridges Court 

Project 

Description: 

  

The project proposes the construction of an attached garage onto the 

existing residential structure (in an area that currently exists as asphalt 

driveway), reconfiguration of the existing driveway, removal of 

pavement and associated grading. 

 

The NH Natural Heritage database has been checked by staff of the NH Natural Heritage Bureau 

and/or the NH Nongame and Endangered Species Program for records of rare species and 

exemplary natural communities near the area mapped below. The species considered include 

those listed as Threatened or Endangered by either the state of New Hampshire or the federal 

government. 

 

It was determined that, although there was a NHB record (e.g., rare wildlife, plant, and/or natural 

community) present in the vicinity, we do not expect that it will be impacted by the proposed 

project. This determination was made based on the project information submitted via the NHB 

Datacheck Tool on 7/13/2023 9:11:58 AM, and cannot be used for any other project. 

 

Based on the information submitted, no further consultation with the NH Fish and Game 

Department pursuant to Fis 1004 is required. 



  
   New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau 

NHB DataCheck Results Letter 

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources  DNCR/NHB 

Division of Forests and Lands  172 Pembroke Rd. 

(603) 271-2214     fax:  271-6488  Concord,  NH   03301 

MAP OF PROJECT BOUNDARIES FOR: NHB23-2110 

 

 

 



Foy Residence, JN 5010130.1153.02

Impervious 1602
Landscaped 754

I 0.68
Rv 0.662
P (in) 1
A (sf) 2356
WQV (cf) 130.0

Filter area (sf) 137
Filter depth (ft) 3
Filter porosity 0.2
Filter volume (cf) 82.2
Ponding area (sf) 178
Ponding depth (ft) 0.5
Pond volume (cf) 78.8
Total volume (cf) 161.0

Rain Garden Volume > WQV
161 cf > 130 cf
Design is in compiance with BMPs

Contributing area (sf)

WQV = P*Rv*A
Rv=0.05 + 0.9*I

Rain garden volume

Rain Garden Design Calculations





 
 

INSPECTION & LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE PLAN 
FOR 

BUILDING ADDITION 
 

67 RIDGES COURT 
PORTSMOUTH, NH 

 
Introduction 

The intent of this plan is to provide Jeffrey M. & Melissa Foy (herein referred to as “owner”) with a list 
of procedures that document the inspection and maintenance requirements of the stormwater 
management system for this development. Specifically, the Rain Garden other and  Best Management 
Practices (collectively referred to as the “Stormwater Management System”).  The contact information 
for the owner shall be kept current, and if there is a change of ownership of the property this plan must 
be transferred to the new owner. 

The following inspection and maintenance program is necessary to keep the stormwater management 
system functioning properly and  will help in maintaining a high quality of stormwater runoff to 
minimize potential environmental impacts.  By following the enclosed procedures, the owner will be 
able to maintain the functional design of the stormwater management system and maximize its ability to 
remove sediment and other contaminants from site generated stormwater runoff.  

Annual Report 

The owner shall prepare an annual Inspection & Maintenance Report.  The report shall include a 
summary of the system’s maintenance and repair by transmission of the Inspection & Maintenance Log 
and other information as required. A copy of the report shall be delivered annually to the Portsmouth 
DPW, if required. 

Inspection & Maintenance Checklist/Log 

 The following pages contain the Stormwater Management System Inspection & Maintenance 
Requirements and a blank copy of the Stormwater Management System Inspection & Maintenance 
Log.  These forms are provided to the owner as a guideline for performing the inspection and 
maintenance of the Stormwater Management System.  This is a guideline and should be 
periodically reviewed for conformance with current practice and standards. 



Stormwater Management System Components 

The Stormwater Management System is designed to mitigate the quality of site-generated stormwater 
runoff.  As a result, the design includes the following elements: 

 Non-Structural BMPs 

 Non-Structural best management practices (BMP’s) include temporary and permanent measures 
that typically require less labor and capital inputs and are intended to provide protection against 
erosion of soils. Examples of non-structural BMP’s on this project include but are not limited to:  

• Temporary and Permanent mulching  
• Temporary and Permanent grass cover 
• Trees 
• Shrubs and ground covers 
• Miscellaneous landscape plantings 
• Dust control 
• Tree protection 
• Topsoiling 
• Sediment barriers 
• Stabilized construction entrance 

Inspection and Maintenance Requirements 

The following summarizes the inspection and maintenance requirements for the various BMP’s 
that may be found on this project. 

1. Grassed areas and swales (until established): After each rain event of 0.5” or more during a 24-
hour period, inspect grassed areas for signs of disturbance, such as erosion. If damaged areas are 
discovered, immediately repair the damage. Repairs may include adding new topsoil, lime, seed, 
fertilizer and mulch.  

2. Plantings: Planting and landscaping (trees, shrubs) shall be monitored bi-monthly during the first 
year to insure viability and vigorous growth. Replace dead or dying vegetation with new stock and 
make adjustments to the conditions that caused the dead or dying vegetation. During dryer times 
of the year, provide weekly watering or irrigation during the establishment period of the first year. 
Make the necessary adjustments to ensure long-term health of the vegetated covers, i.e. provide 
more permanent mulch or compost or other means of protection. 

3. Rain Garden: After installation of the infiltration detention pond, perform the following 
inspections weekly until vegetation is established after construction, then on a bi-annual basis 
and after heavy rains thereafter: 

 
a. Monitor for excessive or concentrated accumulations of debris, or erosion in excess of 2 

inches below the various pipe inlets. Remove debris as required and replace or augment 
inlet fabric strips. 

b. Monitor the outfall structure for problems with uneven flow or clogged pipes. Repair or 



remove clogs as required. 
c. Monitor vegetation on pond and replace dead or dying vegetation as required. 
d. Monitor side slopes of ponds for damage or erosion in excess of 2 inches—repair, as 

necessary. 
e. If surface ponds for longer than 24 hours following a storm, remove and replace the top 

6 inches of soil. 
4. Permeable Pavers: Ensure that sediments do not enter and plug pavement. Remove sediments, 

trash, and debris, as necessary. Repair porous installations as necessary to maintain functionality. 
Vacuum at least twice annually. 

 
Pollution Prevention  

The following pollution prevention activities shall be undertaken to minimize potential impacts on 
stormwater runoff quality. The Contractor is responsible for all activities during construction. The 
Owner is responsible thereafter.  

Spill Procedures  

Any discharge of waste oil or other pollutant shall be reported immediately to the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services (NHDES). The Contractor/Owner will be responsible for any 
incident of groundwater contamination resulting from the improper discharge of pollutants to the 
stormwater system and may be required by NHDES to remediate incidents that may impact 
groundwater quality. If the property ownership is transferred, the new owner will be informed of the 
legal responsibilities associated with operation of the stormwater system, as indicated above.  

Sanitary Facilities 

Sanitary facilities shall be provided during all phases of construction. 

Material Storage  

No on-site trash facility is provided until site is constructed. The contractors are required to remove 
trash from the site. Hazardous material storage is prohibited.  

Material Disposal  

All waste material, trash, sediment, and debris shall be removed from the site and disposed of in 
accordance with applicable local, state, and federal guidelines and regulations. Removed sediments 
shall be if necessary dewatered prior to disposal. 

 

 

 

 

 



Invasive Species 

Monitor the Stormwater Management System for signs of invasive species growth. If caught early, 
their eradication is much easier. The most likely places where invasions start is in wetter, disturbed soils 
or detention ponds. Species such as phragmites and purple loose-strife are common invaders in these 
wetter areas. If they are found, the owner shall refer to the fact-sheet created by the University of New 
Hampshire Cooperative Extension or contact a wetlands scientist with experience in invasive species 
control to implement a plan of action for eradication. Measures that do not require the application of 
chemical herbicides should be the first line of defense.  

 

Figure 1: Lythrum salicaria, Purple Loosestrife. Photo by Liz West.  Figure 2: Phragmites australis. Photo by Le Loup Gris 



STABILIZED CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE CONSTRUCTION MAINTENANCE SHEET 
 

 
INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 

  
ACTION TAKEN FREQUENCY MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 

ENTRANCE SURFACE  
-Check for sediment 
accumulation/clogging of stone 
-Check Vegetative filter strips 

After heavy rains, 
as necessary 

-Top dress pad with new stone. 
-Replace stone completely if completely 
clogged. 
-Maintain vigorous stand of vegetation. 

WASHING FACILITIES (if 
applicable) 
-Monitor Sediment Accumulation 

As often as 
necessary 

-Remove Sediments from traps. 

 

 
MAINTENANCE LOG 

 
PROJECT NAME 

INSPECTOR NAME INSPECTOR CONTACT INFO 

DATE OF INSPECTION REASON FOR INSPECTION 

□LARGE STORM EVENT □PERIODIC CHECK-IN 

IS CORRECTIVE ACTION NEEDED?  

□YES □NO 

DESCRIBE ANY PROBLEMS, NEEDED MAINTENANCE 

DATE OF MAINTENANCE PERFORMED BY 

NOTES 

 



RAIN GARDEN LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE SHEET 
 

 
INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 

  
ACTION TAKEN FREQUENCY MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 

POND SURFACE  
-Check for sediment 
accumulation/clogging of filter. 
-Check for ponding water > 24 
hours over the filter. 

Weekly until 
vegetation is 
established, then 
bi-annually and 
after heavy rains 

-Replace dead or dying vegetation 
-Remove sediments when required 
-Mow grasses at least twice yearly 
-If system ponds longer than 24 hours, then a 
qualified professional should assess the 
condition of the facility to determine 
measures required to restore infiltration 
function. 

FOREBAY 
-Monitor Sediment Accumulation 

Bi-annually -Replace dead or dying vegetation 
-Remove Sediments When Required 

 

 
MAINTENANCE LOG 

 
PROJECT NAME 

INSPECTOR NAME INSPECTOR CONTACT INFO 

DATE OF INSPECTION REASON FOR INSPECTION 

□LARGE STORM EVENT □PERIODIC CHECK-IN 

IS CORRECTIVE ACTION NEEDED?  

□YES □NO 

DESCRIBE ANY PROBLEMS, NEEDED MAINTENANCE 

DATE OF MAINTENANCE PERFORMED BY 

NOTES 

 



PERMEABLE PAVER LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE SHEET 
 

 
INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 

  
ACTION TAKEN FREQUENCY MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 

-Inspect pavement surface for the 
occurrence of sediment, trash, 
debris, or structural damage. 
-Check pavement for surface 
ponding 

Frequently in 
first few months 
following 
construction, Bi-
annually after 

-Ensure that sediments do not enter and plug 
pavement. Remove sediments, trash, and 
debris, as necessary. 
-Repair outlet structures and appurtenances, 
as necessary. 
-Vacuum pavement at least twice annually. 
-Prevent vehicles with muddy wheels from 
accessing permeable pavement. 

-No winter sanding permitted 
-Minimize application of salt 
 

Continuous 
practice 

 

 
 

MAINTENANCE LOG 
 
PROJECT NAME 

INSPECTOR NAME INSPECTOR CONTACT INFO 

DATE OF INSPECTION REASON FOR INSPECTION 

□LARGE STORM EVENT □PERIODIC CHECK-IN 

IS CORRECTIVE ACTION NEEDED?  

□YES □NO 

DESCRIBE ANY PROBLEMS, NEEDED MAINTENANCE 

DATE OF MAINTENANCE PERFORMED BY 

NOTES 

 



New Hampshire Regulations 

Prohibited invasive species shall only be 
disposed of in a manner that renders them 
nonliving and nonviable. (Agr. 3802.04) 

No person shall collect, transport, import, 
export, move, buy, sell, distribute, propagate 
or transplant any living and viable portion of 
any plant species, which includes all of their 
cultivars and varieties, listed in Table 3800.1 
of the New Hampshire prohibited invasive 
species list. (Agr 3802.01) 

Tatarian honeysuckle 
Lonicera tatarica 

USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / Britton, N.L., and 
A. Brown. 1913. An illustrated flora of the northern 
United States, Canada and the British Possessions. 
Vol. 3: 282. 

Methods for Disposing 
Non-Native Invasive Plants

Prepared by the Invasives Species Outreach Group, volunteers interested in helping people control 
invasive plants. Assistance provided by the Piscataquog Land Conservancy and the NH Invasives Species 
Committee. Edited by Karen Bennett, Extension Forestry Professor and Specialist.  

Non-native invasive plants crowd out natives in 
natural and managed landscapes. They cost 
taxpayers billions of dollars each year from lost 
agricultural and forest crops, decreased 
biodiversity, impacts to natural resources and the 
environment, and the cost to control and eradicate 
them. 

Invasive plants grow well even in less than 
desirable conditions such as sandy soils along 
roadsides, shaded wooded areas, and in wetlands. 
In ideal conditions, they grow and spread even 
faster. There are many ways to remove these non-
native invasives, but once removed, care is needed 
to dispose the removed plant material so the 
plants don’t grow where disposed. 

Knowing how a particular plant reproduces 
indicates its method of spread and helps determine 

the appropriate disposal method. Most are spread by seed and are dispersed by wind, 
water, animals, or people. Some reproduce by vegetative means from pieces of stems or 
roots forming new plants. Others spread through both seed and vegetative means.  

Because movement and disposal of viable plant 
parts is restricted (see NH Regulations), viable 
invasive parts can’t be brought to most transfer 
stations in the state. Check with your transfer 
station to see if there is an approved, designated 
area for invasives disposal. This fact sheet gives 
recommendations for rendering plant parts non-
viable. 

Control of invasives is beyond the scope of this 
fact sheet. For information about control visit 
www.nhinvasives.org or contact your UNH 
Cooperative Extension office. 



 

Japanese knotweed 
Polygonum cuspidatum 

USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / 
Britton, N.L., and A. Brown. 1913. An 
illustrated flora of the northern United 
States, Canada and the British 
Possessions. Vol. 1: 676. 

How and When to Dispose of Invasives? 
To prevent seed from spreading remove invasive plants before seeds are set (produced). 
Some plants continue to grow, flower and set seed even after pulling or cutting. Seeds 
can remain viable in the ground for many years. If the plant has flowers or seeds, place 
the flowers and seeds in a heavy plastic bag “head first” at the weeding site and transport 
to the disposal site. The following are general descriptions of disposal methods. See the 
chart for recommendations by species. 
 
Burning: Large woody branches and trunks can be used 
as firewood or burned in piles. For outside burning, a 
written fire permit from the local forest fire warden is 
required unless the ground is covered in snow. Brush 
larger than 5 inches in diameter can’t be burned. Invasive 
plants with easily airborne seeds like black swallow-wort 
with mature seed pods (indicated by their brown color) 
shouldn’t be burned as the seeds may disperse by the hot 
air created by the fire.  
 
Bagging (solarization): Use this technique with softer-
tissue plants. Use heavy black or clear plastic bags 
(contractor grade), making sure that no parts of the plants 
poke through. Allow the bags to sit in the sun for several 
weeks and on dark pavement for the best effect.  
 
Tarping and Drying: Pile material on a sheet of plastic 
and cover with a tarp, fastening the tarp to the ground and monitoring it for escapes. Let 
the material dry for several weeks, or until it is clearly nonviable. 
 
Chipping: Use this method for woody plants that don’t reproduce vegetatively. 
 
Burying: This is risky, but can be done with watchful diligence. Lay thick plastic in a 
deep pit before placing the cut up plant material in the hole. Place the material away from 
the edge of the plastic before covering it with more heavy plastic. Eliminate as much air 
as possible and toss in soil to weight down the material in the pit. Note that the top of the 
buried material should be at least three feet underground. Japanese knotweed should be at 
least 5 feet underground! 
 
Drowning: Fill a large barrel with water and place soft-tissue plants in the water. Check 
after a few weeks and look for rotted plant material (roots, stems, leaves, flowers). Well-
rotted plant material may be composted. A word of caution- seeds may still be viable 
after using this method. Do this before seeds are set. This method isn’t used often. Be 
prepared for an awful stink! 
 
Composting: Invasive plants can take root in compost. Don’t compost any invasives 
unless you know there is no viable (living) plant material left. Use one of the above 
techniques (bagging, tarping, drying, chipping, or drowning) to render the plants 
nonviable before composting. Closely examine the plant before composting and avoid 
composting seeds. 

Be diligent looking for seedlings for years in areas where removal and disposal took place. 



Suggested Disposal Methods for Non-Native Invasive Plants 
 

This table provides information concerning the disposal of removed invasive plant material. If the infestation is 
treated with herbicide and left in place, these guidelines don’t apply. Don’t bring invasives to a local transfer 
station, unless there is a designated area for their disposal, or they have been rendered non-viable. This listing 
includes wetland and upland plants from the New Hampshire Prohibited Invasive Species List. The disposal of 
aquatic plants isn’t addressed. 
 

Woody Plants 
Method of 

Reproducing 
Methods of Disposal 

 
Prior to fruit/seed ripening 
Seedlings and small plants 
 Pull or cut and leave on site with roots 

exposed. No special care needed. 
Larger plants 
 Use as firewood. 
 Make a brush pile. 
 Chip. 
 Burn. 

Norway maple 
    (Acer platanoides) 
European barberry 
    (Berberis vulgaris) 
Japanese barberry 
    (Berberis thunbergii) 
autumn olive 
    (Elaeagnus umbellata) 
burning bush 
    (Euonymus alatus) 
Morrow’s honeysuckle 
   (Lonicera morrowii) 
Tatarian honeysuckle 
    (Lonicera tatarica) 
showy bush honeysuckle 
    (Lonicera x bella) 
common buckthorn 
    (Rhamnus cathartica) 
glossy buckthorn 
    (Frangula alnus) 

 
Fruit and Seeds 
 

 
After fruit/seed is ripe 
Don’t remove from site. 
 Burn.  
 Make a covered brush pile. 
 Chip once all fruit has dropped from 

branches. 
 Leave resulting chips on site and monitor. 

 
Prior to fruit/seed ripening 
Seedlings and small plants 
 Pull or cut and leave on site with roots 

exposed. No special care needed. 
Larger plants 
 Make a brush pile. 
 Burn. 

 

 
oriental bittersweet 
    (Celastrus orbiculatus) 
multiflora rose 
    (Rosa multiflora) 

 
Fruits, Seeds, 
Plant Fragments
 
 

 
After fruit/seed is ripe 
Don’t remove from site. 
 Burn.  
 Make a covered brush pile. 
 Chip – only after material has fully dried     

(1 year) and all fruit has dropped from 
branches. Leave resulting chips on site and 
monitor. 



 

Non-Woody Plants 
Method of 

Reproducing 
Methods of Disposal 

 
Prior to flowering 
Depends on scale of infestation  
Small infestation 
 Pull or cut plant and leave on site with roots 

exposed. 

Large infestation 
 Pull or cut plant and pile. (You can pile onto 

or cover with plastic sheeting). 
 Monitor. Remove any re-sprouting material. 

 

garlic mustard 
    (Alliaria petiolata) 
spotted knapweed 
    (Centaurea maculosa) 
 Sap of related knapweed 

can cause skin irritation 
and tumors. Wear gloves 
when handling. 

black swallow-wort 
    (Cynanchum nigrum) 
 May cause skin rash. Wear 

gloves and long sleeves 
when handling. 

pale swallow-wort 
    (Cynanchum rossicum) 
giant hogweed 
    (Heracleum mantegazzianum) 
 Can cause major skin rash. 

Wear gloves and long 
sleeves when handling. 

dame’s rocket 
   (Hesperis matronalis) 
perennial pepperweed 
    (Lepidium latifolium) 
purple loosestrife 
    (Lythrum salicaria) 
Japanese stilt grass 
    (Microstegium vimineum) 
mile-a-minute weed 
    (Polygonum perfoliatum) 
 

 
Fruits and Seeds 
 
 

 
During and following flowering 
Do nothing until the following year or remove 
flowering heads and bag and let rot. 
 
Small infestation 
 Pull or cut plant and leave on site with roots 

exposed. 
 

Large infestation 
 Pull or cut plant and pile remaining material. 

(You can pile onto plastic or cover with 
plastic sheeting). 
 Monitor. Remove any re-sprouting material. 

 

 
common reed 
    (Phragmites australis) 
Japanese knotweed 
    (Polygonum cuspidatum) 
Bohemian knotweed 
    (Polygonum x bohemicum) 

Fruits, Seeds, 
Plant Fragments 
Primary means of 
spread in these 
species is by plant 
parts. Although all 
care should be given 
to preventing the 
dispersal of seed 
during control 
activities, the 
presence of seed 
doesn’t materially 
influence disposal 
activities. 

 
Small infestation 
 Bag all plant material and let rot. 
 Never pile and use resulting material as 

compost. 
 Burn. 
 

Large infestation 
 Remove material to unsuitable habitat (dry, 

hot and sunny or dry and shaded location) 
and scatter or pile.  
 Monitor and remove any sprouting material. 
 Pile, let dry, and burn. 

January 2010 
 
 
UNH Cooperative Extension programs and policies are consistent with pertinent Federal and State laws and regulations, and prohibits 
discrimination in its programs, activities and employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political 
beliefs, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s, marital or family status. College of Life Sciences and Agriculture, County Governments, NH Dept. 
of Resources and Economic Development, Division of Forests and Lands, NH Fish and Game ,and  U.S. Dept. of Agriculture cooperating. 
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