
Portsmouth, NH - Board of Adjustment 
Variance Statement for: 37 Orchard Street 

 
Date: 04.27.22 
 
Chairman of the Board of Adjustment 
C/O Planning Department City of Portsmouth 
1 Junkins Ave.  
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
 
To The Chairman of the Board of Adjustment,  
 
Please find this statement as addressing the requirements for a variance on the 
proposed project located at 37 Orchard Street.  
 
Overview: The existing single-family structure was purchased by the current 
owners, Tom and Lindsey Vickery three years ago as a home in our community. The 
scope of project will provide more living square footage for a family embedded in 
this community.  
 
Per Section 10.322 – In order to comply to current building codes, we are not able to 
build the structure without expanding the gross footprint. We are proposing an 
addition off the side of the home toward the driveway. A current poorly constructed 
addition will be removed and an addition of  9’-6” x 18’ – 2” will afford a kitchen 
expansion on the and a primary bedroom / bathroom expansion on the second floor. 
This expansion does require a lot coverage variance. 
 
 
Keeping in mind the 5 Criteria: 

1. The new structure would be staying within the character of the 
neighborhood.  

a. The houses in the neighborhood are a mix of New Englanders, 
Colonials and multi-family therefore staying in character with the 
neighborhood. We will replicate the detailing and repeat the back 
roofline over the addition to tie it into the house seamlessly. 

2. It would improve the safety and health of the homeowners and 
neighborhood. 

a. Currently the existing addition was built with products low in quality 
and are failing. The entry stairs are not built to code and we will be 
able to improve all areas that are currently unsafe.  

3. Substantial justice is done.  
a. No harm will be done to the neighborhood or community should this 

application be granted 
4. The values of the surrounding properties are not diminished. 

a. The neighborhood would improve with this proposed structure 
introduced into the neighborhood. Many of the neighbors have 



renovated in the past and many are currently under construction so 
they would be joining the ranks of neighbors improving their 
property value. 

5. Literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship 
a. The existing structure typical for the neighborhood and cannot 

expand with relief of the lot coverage. As you are aware, many of the 
neighbors do not comply – for example, then neighbor to the right has 
their driveway within 37 Orchard’s left setback. The only reasonable 
expansion without considerable harm or disruption to abutting 
neighbors or the property use is an expansion toward the driveway 
side.  

b. The existing structure is not large enough for their growing family. 
With the housing prices and lack of inventor in Portsmouth, they are 
willing to invest in the home in order to stay and raise their family in 
Portsmouth and not have to leave our community.  

 
We encourage the Portsmouth Board of Adjustment to grant the variance to the 
Vickery Residence.  
 
 
 
Submitted respectfully,  
 
Amy Dutton 
Amy Dutton Home 
9 Walker Street 
Kittery, Maine 03904 
amy@amyduttonhome.com 
207-337-2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:amy@amyduttonhome.com
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SPECIFICAT
*ROOFING MATERIAL
*ALL TRIM PACKAGE: PV
*SIDING:
*BRACKETS:ProWood Ma
*COLUMNS:
*STAIR SYSTEM:

_EXTERIOR:
*BROSCO: Liberty Ex
*RISER: AZEC- WHIT
*TREAD: SELECTWO

_INTERIOR:
*NEWEL
*HANDRAIL
*BALUSTERS
*RISER FINISH
*TREAD

*WINDOWS:
_MANUFRACTURER:
_EXT. FINISH:
_INT. FINISH:

*DOORS: 
_MANUFRACTURER:
_EXT. FINISH:
_INT. FINISH:

*BATHROOMS:
_FLOORING
_TUB DESIGN
_SHOWER FLOOR 
_SHOWER WALLS
_SHOWER HEADS
_SHOWER NICHE VS. 
_SHOWER DOOR
_NOTE: MAJOR PLUMB
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2x FLOOR JOISTS
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NOTES:
N WALL: 8-10" CONT. POUR
ORIZONTA (TOP& BOTTOM)

VERTIAL @ 48" OC
ERS & SPLICES OF REBAR PER

LL TO FOUNDATION W/ 1/2"D.
TS
TEND 7" INTO CONCRETE
/ NUT & WASHER @ 6' OC & MAX

RNER
-12" X 20-24"

ZONTAL (BOTTOM)
EL BAR @ 48" OC
MN PAD: 30"X 30" X 12"
 WAY (BOTTOM)

N WALL TO BE 7'-10" HIGH (TYP.
BLE)
ONTINUOUS 4'-0" FROST DEPTH
CHOR BOLD  @ 4'-0" OC - 3 EA.
A. JOINT)

DATION
NCRETE FILLED SONOTUBE

VERTICAL @ CTR
OOTINGS & ANCHOR BOLD
4X4 OR 6X6 POST BASE
R DECK CAN BE SOLID 4X4 UP TO
, SOLID 6X6 PT FOR HIGHER

LL OR POURED FOOTINGS @
ASE TO FROST WITH 8" SONOTUBE

H
W CONNECTION : R502.2.2.1
NNECTION: R502.2.2.3

OTES:
28 DAY MINIMUM

FORCING: GRADE 40MIN.
GTH: 40 BAR DIMETERS

OT SLOPE FROM BACK OF GARAGE

OTES:
SIC SIZE C DOOR SHOWN

*55"W X 72"L X 19.5" H (67" X 48" OPENING)
R TO CONFIRM SIZE & LOCATION 
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 OF STUD, UNLESS NOTED

NSIDE, UNLESS DIMENSIONED

terior to room and use in calculating

t subtracted. 

or finishes run through.

ud @ 16" oc. Provide insulation and vapor
e and local codes. Interior sheathing 1/2"
2" exterior rated sheathing, house wrap
ding. Provide step flashing at walls

16" oc, unless noted otherwise.

fter sizes. provede 5/8" exterior rated roof
 ice & water shield at eaves and valleys,
sphalt shinges or metal roofing. Structure

slate or tile. Polish all penetrations. Provide
neys.

g insulation per code. Provide soffit and
d for insulation strategy. (Verify with code
oam or dense-pack cellulose installed at
d eaves generally contra-indicated venting,
uires venting.)

where shown, where required by code and
uthorities. 
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NOTES:
1. PROVE 2 X 10 FLOOR JOISTS AT 16" o.c. TYPICAL
2. INTERIOR NON-BEARING STUD WALLS ARE 2 X 4 AT 16"o.c.
3. INTERIOR BEARING WALLS ARE 2 X 6 AT 16" o.c. #S-2 OR BETTE
4. HEADERS FOR DOORS AND WINDOWS UP TO 6 FEET ARE (2) 2
5. ENGINEERED FLOOR BEAM TO BE DESIGNED AND SUBMITTED
6. CEILING JOISTS FOR THE SECOND FLOOR ARE 2X6.
7. ROOF PLANES ARE GREEN
8. FIRST FLOOR WALLS ARE GREY
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EXISTING ROOF PLAN
SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"
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