September 20, 2024

Dear City Council Members,

We are reaching out as we bought a recently subdivided lot off of the back of 15 Lafayetie Road, now 185
Orchard Street, to build our primary residence, a single family home. We have spent the last several
months putting together the engineering and architectural plans. | am attaching the survey showing the
subdivision, our architectural drawings, and some photos of existing homes in our neighborhood for
comparison to this letter.

We submitted our building permit with the plans just over 2 months ago, and it has been brought to our
attention that the land is in the Historic District Overlay Zone. We were never informed we would need
HDC approval to build on the land and that it would remain in the Historical District once the subdivision
took place, but obviously we were informed incorrectly, which is why we are writing this letter. We are
asking to remove our lot from the Historicai District for several reasons which we have laid out below:

- The Historic District Overlay Zone was extended down Middle Street and Lafayette Road from
South Street to State Street because it is considered a “gateway” into the city. All properties with
direct frontage on the stretch of Lafayette Road {from South 8t) and Middle Street down to State
Street are considered part of the Historic District Overlay Zone. The subject property has no
frontage, in fact, it does not directly abut Lafayette Road or Middle Street.

- Some properties that are located on the comner lots of Lafayette Road from South Street down to
State Street are considered part of the Historical District. The subject lot is not a corner {ot
abutting Lafayette Road or Middle Street.

- The subject property’s frontage is on Orchard Street. No properties on Orchard Street are in the
Historical District.

- The structure being built coincides with the zoning requirements for GRA (plans attached)

- The character of the Historic District Overiay Zone will not be affected, as the structure will not be
able to have any direct visibility from Lafayette Road or Middle Street.

- Constructing the home in its current location will not contradict with the spirit of the city’s zoning of
the HDC overlay district as a “gateway” into the city.

We understand that this is a rare ask, but after reviewing the HDC’s guidelines and current zoning, we
feel this should be granted as an exception, and we kindly ask for your help doing so. Our intentions are
{0 in no way take away from the historical character of our City’s “gateway” to downtown. Qur house's
characteristics fall in line with other houses on our street that are not part of the HDC jurisdiction, and we
are asking to join them. Qur lot was not created until after the Historic District Overlay Zone was
determined, and the original lot was one undivided fot. We were trying to get the foundation in the ground
prior to winter, as we have had our permit in for a couple months now, and we're trying to get our house
built in a timely manner for our family to move in by this coming Spring.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and for taking our ask into consideration. If you have any
questions please do not hesitate to reach out.

Jessie and Scott Rafferty

185 Orchard Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801

5/’4744/71‘3@ ocrand co. conn
©03-767-3929
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Property Information

Property D  0152-0002-0000
Lacatlon 15 LAFAYETTE RD
Owner LOADER CHRISTOPHER J & AMY

MAP FOR REFERENCE ONLY
NOT A LEGAL DOCUMENT

Chty of Portsruouth, NH makes no claims and no warrantes,
expressed or impied, concerning the valdity or accuracy of
the GIS data presented on this map.

Geametry updated 09/18/2024
Data updated 3/2/2022

Print map scale is approximate.
Critical layout or measurement
activities should not be done using
this resource.




RAFFERTY RESIDENCE

PORTSMOUTH, NH.

FOR CONSTRUCTION
JULY 26, 2024
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	City Council Agenda - October 7, 2024
	Proclamations
	Children's Environmental Health Day
	Fire Prevention Week
	Domestic Violence Awareness Month


	First Reading of Ordinance
	Amendment to Chapter 7 Re: Immobilization of Motor Vehicles

	Public Hearing & Second Reading
	Amendment to Chapter 1 - Funding, Review, and Acquisition of Public Art

	City Manager's Comments
	Report Back from Fee Schedule Study Committee Re: Right to Know Policy
	Temporary Construction License Extension for 238 Deer Street LLC
	Drinking Water Groundwater Trust Fund - Grant Extension
	Acceptance of Easements for Water Services at 200 Chase Drive
	Revocable License for 260 Marcy Street

	Consent Agenda
	Request to install a Projecting Sign at 67 State Street, Unit 2

	Presentations & Written Communications
	E-mail Correspondence
	Letter from the Rafferty's requesting their residence be removed from the Historic District
	Letter from Meg Gilman Re: eliminating pesticide use
	Letter from Abigail Gindele Re: increasing pesticide dependency
	Letter from Michael Capalare requesting an historic marker to signify George Washington's arrival in Portsmouth
	Letter from Bob Corash Re: Construction of the Community Policing Facility
	Letter from American Legion requesting to host Wall of Healing during summer of 2025
	Letter from Coureur Portsmouth for permission to hold Halloween Skate Jam
	Thank You Letter from North Church Re: Fee Waiver

	Councilor Blalock
	Sister City Update




