
 

Findings of Fact | Subdivision Rules and Regulations 
City of Portsmouth Planning Board  
 
Date: July 20, 2023 
Property Address: 15 Lafayette Rd 
Application #: LU-23-26 
Decision:  � Approve � Deny � Approve with Conditions 
 
Findings of Fact:   
Effective August 23, 2022, amended RSA 676:3, I now reads as follows: The local land use board shall 
issue a final written decision which either approves or disapproves an application for a local permit 
and make a copy of the decision available to the applicant. The decision shall include specific 
written findings of fact that support the decision. Failure of the board to make specific written findings 
of fact supporting a disapproval shall be grounds for automatic reversal and remand by the superior 
court upon appeal, in accordance with the time periods set forth in RSA 677:5 or RSA 677:15, unless 
the court determines that there are other factors warranting the disapproval. If the application is not 
approved, the board shall provide the applicant with written reasons for the disapproval. If the 
application is approved with conditions, the board shall include in the written decision a detailed 
description of the all conditions necessary to obtain final approval. 
 
 
 Subdivision Review Criteria 

 
Finding 

(Meets 
Standards/ 

Requirements) 

Supporting Information 

1 Subdivision Rules and Regulations III. D. 
1 The Board shall act to deny any 
application which is not in compliance 
with Section IV or V as appropriate.  
SECTION IV - REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PRELIMINARY PLAT 

 

 
 

Meets  
 

Does Not 
Meet 

The application has been reviewed by 
the Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) for conformance with the 
General Requirements.  
 
The application was recommended for 
approval on June 6, 2023 at the 
Technical Advisory Committee 
Meeting. 
 

2 SECTION V - REQUIREMENTS FOR FINAL 
PLAT 

 

 
 

Meets  
 

Does Not 
Meet 

The application has been reviewed by 
the Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) for conformance with the 
General Requirements.  
 
The application was recommended for 
approval on June 6, 2023 at the 
Technical Advisory Committee 
Meeting. With the correction of Note 
#15.  
 
Note #15 has been updated per the 
TAC request.  
 

3 SECTION VI - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS   The application has been 



 
 Subdivision Review Criteria 

 
Finding 

(Meets 
Standards/ 

Requirements) 

Supporting Information 

  
 

Meets  
 

Does Not 
Meet 

reviewed by the Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) for 
conformance with the General 
Requirements.  
 
The application was 
recommended for approval on 
June 6, 2023 at the Technical 
Advisory Committee Meeting.  
 

4 SECTION VII - DESIGN STANDARDS  
 

Meets  
 

Does Not 
Meet 

The application has been 
reviewed by the Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) for 
conformance with these minimum 
requirements.  
 
Add notes for the following items: 
• Prior to the issuance of a 

building permit on the 
proposed lot the applicant shall 
apply to DPW for a driveway 
permit. Note #14. 

• The new lot to be responsible 
for fees to connect to public 
utilities. See notes #15 & 16. 

• Prior to the issuance of a 
building permit on the 
proposed lot the applicant shall 
submit a drainage/stormwater 
management plan and pay for 
any additional cost to connect 
to the municipal system.  Note 
#17. 

• Prior to the issuance of a 
building permit on the new lot 
the applicant shall submit an 
erosion and sedimentation 
control plan.  

 
The application was 
recommended for approval on 
June 6, 2023 at the Technical 
Advisory Committee Meeting.  
 

5 Other Board Findings: 
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James Verra & Associates, Inc.  Surveying & Mapping ▪ Regulatory Permitting 

101 Shattuck Way, Suite 8, Newington, NH, 03801 P:603-436-3557  www.jvasurveyors.com 
 

 
 
LU-23-26 
June 6, 2023  
Revised July 11, 2023 
 
City of Portsmouth Planning Board 
1 Jenkins Avenue 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
 
Re:  Proposed Subdivision Application 
 15 Lafayette Road  
 
Dear Chairman Chellman, members of the Board, and Planning Staff:  
 
On behalf of The Murdock Living Trust (owner), and trustee Jeff Murdock, we are respectfully 
submitting an application for subdivision approval for the above reference project.  
 
The proposed project is located at 15 Lafayette Road (US Route 1), shown as Tax Map 152 Lot 2 on the 
City of Portsmouth Tax Maps. The project site is currently a 17,301 S.F.+/- lot, with a single-family 
house fronting on Lafayette Road, with frontage on Orchard Street. The subject lot is situated in the 
General Residence A (GRA) District.  The proposed project is to create 1 new lot of record, subdividing 
off the existing structure on Lafayette Road, and creating a new frontage lot on Orchard Street.  
 
The existing house has always been accessed by Lafayette Road, where the lot has 73.80’ of frontage 
where 100’ is required and does not meet the frontage requirement for this zone. The proposed lot 
however has 102.30’ of frontage where 100’ is required. A Zoning Variance was granted by the City’s 
Zoning Board on April 18, 2023 to allow the existing house to have “73.8 feet of continuous frontage.” 
 
The proposed lot is to be connected to public water and sewer on Orchard Street, however at this time 
we are not planning any development on the proposed lot. The current owner does not currently have 
any interest in development of this proposed lot personally.   
 
At the June 6, 2023, the Technical Advisory Committee meeting the Committee voted to recommend 
approval for the proposed subdivision following the following condition: 1). “Note #15 should be 
corrected on the plan.” We believed we have corrected the note per the committee’s request to better 
reflect the intent of note #15. 
 
If you have any questions, or need any additional information please contact me at our office at 603-
436-3557 or by email at ryan@jvasurveyors.com.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Ryan Fowler, LLS  

Survey Manager 

http://www.jvasurveyors.com/
mailto:ryan@jvasurveyors.com


 

JAMES VERRA and ASSOCIATES, INC. SURVEYING & MAPPING ● REGULATORY PERMITTING 
101 Shattuck Way, Suite 8, Newington, NH  03801-7876 Tel: 603-436-3557 E-mail: jva@jvasurveyors.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern; 

We are requesting the following waivers due to the size and scope of the project.  

Driveways VI.5  

Our client will be selling the lot and unsure of where the new owner would build the new dwelling or the 
design of the new structure. We request prior to the issuance of a building permit the new owner would 
need to obtain the driveway permit.  

Drainage Improvements VI.6 

Due to the small impact of the 1 lot subdivision, and the lack of a proposed development we are requesting 
a waiver.  

Municipal Water Service VI.7 

Due to the lack of proposed development, we are not proposing a house at this time. When the new owner 
decides to build a structure on the lot, prior to the issuance of a building permit they can apply for 
approval through the water department at that time.  

Municipal Sewer Service VI.8 

Due to the lack of proposed development, we are not proposing a house at this time. When the new owner 
decides to build a structure on the lot, prior to the issuance of a building permit they can apply for 
approval through the sewer department at that time.  

Installation of Utilities VI.9 

Due to the lack of proposed development, we are not proposing a house at this time. When the new owner 
decides to build a structure on the lot, prior to the issuance of a building permit they can apply for 
approval through the sewer & water departments at that time.  

Erosion and Sedimentation Control VI.14 

Due to the lack of proposed development, we are not proposing a house at this time. When the new owner 
decides to build a structure on the lot, prior to the issuance of a building permit they can work with the 
department to control erosion and sedimentation.  
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