






The Mural at Liars Bench Brewery: BOA Application 
 
Variance Criteria 

1. The variance is not contrary to the public interest. 

2. The spirit of the ordinance is observed. 

- Eclectic mixed-use neighborhood surrounded by office, retail, municipal and 

residential uses 

- Variety of signage, graphics, statues, and memorials in the immediate 

commercial area  

- Enhances the character of the region by promoting its rich history 

- Location not on street frontage does not create a hazard or distraction 

- Size of mural does not create a hazard or distraction as the design is subdued in its 

color scheme and content 

 
3. Substantial justice is done. 

- There is no obvious harm to the public that would be created by the installation of this 

mural (see above comments for 1. and 2.) 

-  There would be a benefit to the public due to the educational components of the 

mural and its tasteful design 

 
4. The values of surrounding properties are not diminished. 

- This is a mixed-use neighborhood with an abundance of signage, colorful graphics, 

statues, memorials, etc. 

- The addition of this mural into the neighborhood context would not alter or diminish 

the property values within the surrounding neighborhood 

 

5. Literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship. Unnecessary 

hardship means: 

Because of special conditions of the property that distinguish it from other properties in 

the area: 



a. There is no fair and substantial relationship between the general public purpose of 

the ordinance provision and the specific application of that provision to the property; 

and 

b. The proposed use is a reasonable one. 
 

Alternatively, unnecessary hardship means that, owing to special conditions of the 

property that distinguish it from other properties in the area, the property cannot be 

reasonable used in strict conformance with the ordinance. 

- Building location is on a main public throughfare having wall frontage facing a bank 

driveway and parking lot - to the observer/passerby that would be experiencing this 

mural, the driveway feels and acts as a third street, but the building does not get the 

benefit of the additional frontage with its sign area tabulations 

- The purpose of the mural is too be viewed and be comprehendible from the public 

way – due to the southwest wall’s proximity to Islington Street the proposed 

mural exceeds the required sign area with the implicit goal of achieving that 

purpose 

- Rate of travel on Islington Street is moderate, and the mural is well off the roadway 

andtasteful in design and color selection – this creates a situation where a sign that is 

larger than allowed does not create a hazardous or distracting experience to those 

that are passing by 

- The proposed use is reasonable and fits harmoniously with the surrounding context 
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