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63 Humphreys Court is an older home with no permanent air conditioning and is heated by hot 
water radiators which are inefficient and supplied with a propane-burning boiler. As the summers 
have become increasingly uncomfortable with three small children and no permanent air 
conditioning, we would like to install a minisplit heat pump with air-conditioning.  There are 
three potential locations on the property for the external unit.  We are requesting a variance 
because we would like the outdoor unit to be placed on the strip of land between our home at 63 
Humphreys Court, and our neighbors at 53 Humphreys Court, in proximity to their pre-existing 
outdoor unit.   
 
There are two alternative locations available. One is on the west side of our house, which is 
directly adjacent to a community garden that is enjoyed by members of the community.  The 
other would be in the back yard area of our house, which would not require a variance, but our 
concerns are potential damage to the unit as this small area is the only place for our children to 
play, or that it could hinder potential future development of our limited backyard space.   
 
The location between our home at 63 Humphreys Court, and 53 Humphreys Court, would have 
the biggest potential impact on our neighbors Michael and Zoe Daboul.  However, there is a 
traditional air conditioner under the deck of our immediate neighbor to the north, 50 South 
School Street, that is significantly noisier than the Dabouls’ heat pump, so a second heat pump in 
the same location should have minimal impact on noise in the backyard space.  Additionally, our 
neighbors the Dabouls have told us “put the AC WHEREVER it works best for you.  It won’t 
affect us no matter where it is.  Tell the city we approve”.  
 
Our intention is to have it as far back from Humphreys Court as possible, either directly across 
from our neighbors’ unit, or else tucked back by our north addition room, as depicted in the two 
included pictures.  The HVAC unit at 53 Humphreys Court is currently 3 feet from the property 
line between our two houses.  Placing our unit directly across from our neighbors unit, allowing 
for a 0.75 foot offset from our garage, would put our unit 2.5 feet from the property line.  If we 
placed the HVAC unit farther north, behind our garage, would allow a slightly larger setback of 
2.65 feet from the property line.  This location would minimize visibility from the street.  
Furthermore, having the unit in this area would minimize the external lines on the front and west 
sides of the home which are most visible from the street.  
 
 
 
Zoning Ordinance to be met, as per City Ordinance 10.233.20: 
10.233.21 The variance will not be contrary to the public interest: 
The minisplit would be replacing the use of propane-powered boilers for heating in the fall / 
winter, and portable air conditioning units that we currently use in the summer which are 
inefficient and energy intensive.  It is therefore in the public interest that the home be heated and 
cooled in a more energy-efficient manner.  
 



10.233.22 The spirit of the Ordinance will be observed: 
The proposed minisplit outdoor unit will set back from Humphreys Court in a minimally 
noticeable location.  It avoids the west facing wall of the house which is directly across from the 
public gardens.  This location also minimizes external line-sets that would be visible from the 
road.  
 
10.233.23 Substantial justice will be done: 
We would like to place the unit on the side of the home as far back from the road as reasonably 
possible where it could be seen by passersby. Substantial justice for the community regarding 
lower emissions will be done if the variance is granted.  
 
10.233.24 The values of the surrounding properties will not be diminished: 
Our neighbors at 53 Humphreys Court have an outdoor unit in essentially the same location, 
which has not diminished the property values in either home.  
 
10.233.25 Literal enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance would result in 
unnecessary hardship: 
We have three small children and a very small lot.  Our children use our backyard for their play, 
and our concern is that an HVAC unit in this location could get damaged.  The strip of land 
between 63 Humphreys Court and our neighbors at 53 Humphreys Court is small, essentially 
unused, and currently already has an outdoor HVAC unit on our neighbors property.  It is the 
obvious location for our own HVAC unit.   



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 


