
MARTINGALE WHARF DECK EXPANSION
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION - OCTOBER 2021, PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

PROPOSED WORK:

• INCREASE THE SIZE OF THE MARTINGALE WHARF DECK AND DOCK.
• PROVIDE A SEPARATE DECK AT THE WEST END OF THE MARTINGALE WHARF FOR 

THE USE OF THE PUBLIC.
• FRAME THE NEW DECKS WITH TWO MURALS THAT RELATE TO PORTSMOUTH'S 

MARITIME HISTORY. ONE MURAL WILL BE LOCATED AT THE EAST END OF THE 
EXPANDED MARTINGALE WHARF RESTAURANT DECK, AND ONE MURAL WILL BE
LOCATED AT THE WEST END OF THE NEW PUBLIC DECK.

• INSTALL VARIOUS PLANTER BOXES TO SOFTEN THE SPACE AND ACT AS "GREEN" 
PARTITIONS BETWEEN THE PUBLIC DECK AND THE MARTINGALE. 
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EAST MURAL AT MARTINGALE WHARF DECK

WEST MURAL AT PUBLIC DECK

WEST MURAL AT PUBLIC DECK - SKETCH

EAST MURAL AT MARTINGALE WHARF DECK - SKETCH

MARTINGALE RESTAURANT: NARRATIVE FOR THE EAST END BAS RELIEF SCULPTURAL MURAL

THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH AND THE PISCATAQUA RIVER HAS A 400-YEAR HISTORY AS AN ACTIVE HARBOR AND PORT OF 
CALL, AND AS A VITAL SHIP BUILDING COMMUNITY.

THE PROPOSED EAST AND WEST IMAGES ON EITHER END OF THIS DOCK EXTENSION HAVE BEEN CONCEIVED AS ‘BAS 
RELIEF’ SCULPTURES. THE DESIGN IS BASED, IN PART, ON INFORMATION ABOUT THE HISTORY OF SAILORS, BOTH WHITE 
AND BLACK, THAT I CULLED FROM A BOOK CALLED, BLACK JACKS BY A UNH HISTORY PROFESSOR W. JEFFREY BOLSTER. 

THIS BAS RELIEF SCULPTURE HAS NUMEROUS SYMBOLIC ELEMENTS:
• BLACK SAILORS WERE CALLED ‘BLACK JACKS’, AND THEY WERE ABOUT 20% OF ALL AMERICAN SAILORS. BLACK JACKS 

SOUGHT SAILING AND WHALING AS A MEANS TO ACHIEVE FREEDOM FROM SLAVERY AND TO MAKE A LIVING.
• THE SAILOR CLOTHING IS A MIX OF THE VARIOUS STYLES OF HATS AND DRESS OF THE SAILORS THROUGH THE 

DECADES, INCLUDING CIVIL WAR SAILORS AND THOSE ON WHALING SHIPS.
• THE WHALE REPRESENTS THE SAILOR’S PURSUIT OF FREEDOM AND THE ECONOMY OF OIL.
• THE ROPE REPRESENTS THE SAILOR’S STRUGGLE AND THE COOPERATION AMONG SAILORS OF ALL WALKS OF LIFE IN 

COMBINED PURSUIT OF THEIR INDIVIDUAL INDEPENDENCE. THE FOCUS OF THAT STRUGGLE, THE WHALE, SEEMINGLY 
SWIMS AWAY SUGGESTING AN OUTCOME THAT IS NOT KNOWN.

• THE TURBULENCE OF THE WATER REPRESENTS THE INSTABILITY AND DANGERS INHERENT IN THE LIVELIHOOD OF 
SAILING. THE SAILORS IN THIS IMAGE ARE SEEN STANDING ON THE WATER, AND THE HINT OF A DECK, SUGGESTING 
THEIR FATE AND SAFETY WERE ALWAYS IN QUESTION.

• THE SHIP IS A TYPICAL AMERICAN COMMERCIAL SCHOONER OF THE 1800’S WITH NUMEROUS SAILS AND RIGGING.
• THE TOWER OF THE BRIDGE IN THE BACKGROUND IS THE CURRENT SAILORS MEMORIAL BRIDGE. INSERTING THE 

CONCEPT OF ‘HISTORIC DISSONANCE’ WITH THE IMAGE OF THE CONTEMPORARY BRIDGE SUGGESTS THAT HISTORY IS 
NOT STATIC, THE STRUGGLES OF SAILORS REMAIN, AND PORTSMOUTH IS STILL A VITAL SEAPORT. THE BRIDGE WILL 
ALSO BE SEEN FROM THIS VIEW. 

TERRENCE PARKER, ARTIST AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

PUBLIC DECK: NARRATIVE FOR THE WEST END BAS RELIEF SCULPTURAL MURAL

JUST AS WITH THE PROPOSED EAST IMAGE, THE IMAGE ON THE WEST END OF THE DOCK 
EXTENSION HAS BEEN CONCEIVED AS A ‘BAS RELIEF’ SCULPTURE. THIS DESIGN IS ALSO BASED, 
IN PART, ON INFORMATION ABOUT THE HISTORY SAILORS, BOTH WHITE AND BLACK, CULLED 
FROM A BOOK CALLED, BLACK JACKS BY A UNH HISTORY PROFESSOR W. JEFFREY BOLSTER

THE WEST SCULPTURE WILL HAVE DIRECT ACCESS BY THE PUBLIC FROM A STAIR SYSTEM 
THAT EXTENDS FROM BOW STREET ONTO A PUBLIC DECK THAT LOOKS NORTH UP THE 
PISCATAQUA RIVER. THERE WILL OVER 32 LINEAR FEET OF BUILT-IN BENCHES ON THIS DECK. IN 
THIS IMAGE, A PROPOSED BENCH IS IN THE FOREGROUND AND RUNS THE LENGTH OF THE 
DOCK ABOUT 16’. THE SAILOR FIGURES ARE LIFE-SIZE AND STAND BEHIND THE BENCH AS THE 
TOURISTS SIT ON THE BENCH. A PERFECT ‘SELFIE’ OPPORTUNITY.

THE THEME OF THIS BAS RELIEF IS THAT OF SAILORS AT REST AND PLAY, THE OPPOSITE 
THEME OF THE EAST SCULPTURE.
AS HARD AS SAILORS WORKED IN THIS DANGEROUS OCCUPATION, THERE WERE TIMES OF 
SLACK WIND OR EXTENDED PORT STAYS THAT ALLOWED SAILORS TIME TO RELAX. MUSIC WAS 
IMPORTANT TO SAILORS AND CONSEQUENTLY THEY INVENTED THE SHANTI WORK SONGS, 
SUNG TO AID IN COOPERATIVE TASKS SUCH AS LOADING AND UNLOADED THE VESSELS.    

THE HISTORIC BOAT IN THE BACKGROUND IS ONE OF THE QUINTESSENTIAL VESSELS OF THE 
SHIPYARD, THE KEARSARGE, ORIGINALLY BUILT DURING THE CIVIL WAR HAS HAD NUMEROUS 
NAMESAKES BUILT SINCE THEN.
AND FINALLY, EVEN THE WHALE, UNLIKE THE ONE BEING PURSUED IN THE EAST IMAGE, CAN BE 
SEEN FREE OF ENCUMBRANCES AS IT LEAPS OUT OF THE WATER HEADING OUT TO SEA.

TERRENCE PARKER, ARTIST AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
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ALTERNATE DECK OPTION 
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