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Existing Conditions Assessment - Introduction:   Since its origin in the early 
ρφππȭÓȟ Portsmouth has never stopped changing and rebuilding.  Old houses 
and buildings have constantly been demolished or moved to make way for 
residential and commercial development. As the city grew around them, the 
old burial grounds and cemeteries of Portsmouth went through long periods 
of neglect and intermittent repair before their care was turned over to a group 
of local volunteers, the Cemetery Committee, who for many years fought an 
uphill battle to maintain the ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ graveyards. The City of Portsmouth 
and the Portsmouth Historical society have begun the process of developing a 
long range restoration plan to maintain these historic resources by the 
commission of this survey. This report will document the existing conditions 
of the Point of Graves Burial Ground, the Old North Burial Ground, the Union 
Cemetery, the Pleasant Street Burial Ground, the Union Cemetery and the 
Cotton Cemetery.  Potential conservation or repair projects will be listed with  
a corresponding cost estimate and priority level.  

 

Portsmouth Athenaeum Archives  
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North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  Established 1753  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
Less than a century after the Point of Graves was established as a municipal 
ÂÕÒÉÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ 0ÏÒÔÓÍÏÕÔÈȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÄ ÇÒÏ×Î ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 
burial ground was needed.  The acre and a half lot for the North Cemetery was 
acquired from Colonel John Hart in 1753 but there were already a few burials 
on the site.  The land which rises up to a low hill at its center was located 
between the north mill pond and Mill Street, (Maplewood Avenue).             
Originally surrounded by a mix of maritime related businesses and a few 
residences, the cemetery is now sandwiched between a very busy city street 
and a tired old mill pond and a storage facility for road salt. The people 
interred in the Old North Cemetery and the adjacent Union Cemetery 
represented a wider spectrum of PortsmoutÈȭÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÉÎÈÁÂÉÔÁÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ 
South End elite burial grounds. The North End cemeteries also continue the 
ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÔÉÍÅ line beyond the 18th century to the end of the 19th century. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.   
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
Front Enclosure  Stone Wall: The stone and brick border wall located on 
Maplewood Avenue was built soon after the cemetery opened in the mid18th 
century. This partially freestanding wall is 300 feet in length and averages 
about four feet in height. The lower three feet of stonework was constructed 
with a mix of broken ledge stone, split fieldstones, hammered granite blocks 
and lime mortar  in a random rubble style. The old masons only kept the front 
face of the stonework plumb because the back of the wall was buried. The 
existing rough, irregular stonework along the back of the wall was never 
intended to be exposed to the weather. The existing capstones on the wall are 
four inch thick pre cast concrete panels which average about six feet in length. 
These concrete caps are definitely replacements. Portland cement based pre 
cast concrete products were not available until the late 19th century.  It is a 
mystery why the original capstones ended up being removed when the rest of 
the wall survived.  The use of hammered granite slabs to cap formal 
stonewalls was a common building practice in New England during the18th 
and early 19th centuries.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
There are five courses of red water struck bricks on the North Cemetery front 
wall. Like the stonework these bricks were laid up in lime mortar. The mortar 
joints were finished with a narrow concave jointer known to modern masons 
as a rat tail or slick. The 18th century masons used carved wooden dowels for 
this work. The existing brick wall was three courses thick and was laid up in a 
Flemish Cross Bond pattern. Basically masons used the Flemish Bond pattern 
which alternated stretcher and header bricks to connect the multiple layers of 
a brick wall. This variation alternated courses of Flemish Bond brickwork 
with one or two courses of Common Bond brickwork where only stretcher 
bricks were used. Approximately 5000 bricks were used to build the front 
wall of the North Cemetery.   
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
The front enclosure wall has been re pointed so many times it is impossible to 
comment on all the different types of repair mortar present except to say that 
none of them contained the original building material, lime. These Portland 
cement based repair mortars were too dense to allow moisture out of the 
×ÁÌÌȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÃÃÅÌÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÉÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÆÔ ÏÌÄ ÂÅÄ 
mortar. Virtually all th e bricks and stones have lost their bonding and are now 
held together only by gravity and the weight of the concrete caps which are no 
longer bonded to the top of the wall either. The wall has settled over the years 
along with the surrounding landscape. That combined with the migration of 
deteriorated bed mortar from the interior of the wall, (due to water 
infiltration) has caused a large section of the wall to lean out over the 
sidewalk. It is very visible at its western end where a twenty foot long section 
of the wall appears to be close to collapse. The continued growth of the large 
trees behind the wall has also contributed to the outward movement of the 
wall.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
The front enclosure wall has settled over the years along with the surrounding 
landscape. That combined with the migration of deteriorated bed mortar from 
the interior of the wall, (due to water infiltration) has caused a large section of 
the wall to lean out over the sidewalk. It is very visible at its western end 
where a twenty foot long section of the wall appears to be close to collapse. 
The continued growth of the large trees behind the wall has also contributed 
to the outward movement of the wall. 
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Existing Conditions Asses sment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
Front Enclosure  Stone Wall 
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
Wall  #2 ɀ Between North and Union Cemeteries : There is a remnant of a 
small retaining wall  between the two cemeteries.  This wall began behind the 
western end of ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ ÆÒÏÎÔ ×ÁÌÌ and extended about twenty 
feet between the properties. It averaged about two feet in height and defined a 
change in elevation between the two graveyards.  It was originally built as a 
dry laid stacked wall using a mix of weathered fieldstones but it was 
dismantled and rebuilt at least once.  The stonework appeared to have been 
rebuilt  with a Portland cement based mortar during the early 20th century. 
The existing wall is in poor condition  and appeared to have been partially 
dismantled.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

 

North Cemetery Tombs:  The North Cemetery contained the largest number 
ÏÆ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÈÉÌÌ ÔÏÍÂÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÏÍÂ ÓÔÙÌÅÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ older graveyards.  
There are fourteen existing tombs sited around the low hill  at the center of the 
graveyard. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment  
North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.    

The two brownstone hill tombs located on 
the eastern side of the cemetery now face a 
rusty chain link border fence and the RR 
tracks. Both of these tombs have exposed 
brownstone facades in front of buried brick 
vaults. The Wendell Tomb, (Pleasant Street 
Burial Ground) is a good above ground 
representation of the North Cemetery vaults. 
These barrel vaults were built on a wooden 
form known as a centring which was 
dismantled after the brickwork had cured 
properly. The vaults were at least three 
courses thick. The exterior surfaces of the 
brick vaults were finished and sealed with a 
thick layer of lime mortar mixed with clay.   

 

Smaller brick vaults were also used under the chest tombs.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Robert Odiorne  Treadwell T omb  is the first hill tomb encountered 
beyond the front entrance to the cemetery. The tomb appeared to be in fair 
condition. The facade was constructed out of three carved and finished 
brownstone blocks which were fourteen inches thick. Notches were cut out of 
the top inside corners of the two rectangular wall stones to support the 
arched pediment stone that crowned the facade. Located on either side of this 
facade are granite block wing walls capped by thick granite tread stones. The 
entire tomb measured 15 feet in width, 16 feet in length and 6 feet on height. 
The entrance to this tomb had been in filled with  brickwork.  The facadeȭÓ 
lower wall stones have lost about half of their outer surfaces due to 
weathering. The surviving areas of the original polished surfaces are very 
fragile and have started to delaminate.                                                                     
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

 

The Robert Odiorne Treadwell Tomb  The inscription pediment stone 
appeared to be in good condition. The inscription lettering was in very good 
condition which is unusual for this kind of stone. Although the dry laid granite 
wing walls have settled and shifted over the years, there was no visible 
displacement of the three big brownstones. There was some lichen growth on 
the facade stones but there is no need to remove it. These brownstones are 
too fragile for any type of cleaning.  The wrought iron support elements for 
ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÄÏÏÒ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ ÅØÃÅÐÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÐÉÎÔÅÌ ÁÎÃÈÏÒÅÄ ÏÎ 
one of the lower wall stones. This type of exterior hinge arrangement was 
traditionally used to support a metal or iron door. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave .     
The Governor John Langdon  TÏÍÂȭÓ facade was constructed with several 
large cut and finished brownstones. The lower walls were made of four 
rectangular blocks that supported an elliptical arched, (elliptical)  pediment 
stone. The pediment stone was framed on either side by two small triangular 
blocks.  All of these stones were fourteen inches thick. There are also two 
larger triangular blocks/wing walls that flank  the base of the facade. The 
ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ρσ ÆÅÅÔ ÉÎ ×ÉÄÔÈȟ ρτ ÆÅÅÔ ÉÎ ÌÅÎÇÔÈ ÁÎÄ φ ÆÅÅÔ ÉÎ ÈÅÉÇÈÔȢ 
There has been some shifting of the facade wall stones and there has been 
surface loss on the facade stones. There are no visible recent repairs but a 
partially exposed band of the vault brickwork behind the facade stones 
appeared to have been reconstructed with a modern bricks and mortar. An 
existing iron latch pinned in place on the right  face of the tomb indicate an 
earlier exterior mounted metal or iron door similar to the Wendell Tomb. The 
condition   these permanently sealed subterranean vaults cannot be 
completely assessed.  There are no indications of soil displacement or settling 
on top of the tombs which would indicate a partial collapse or failure of the 
buried masonry.  
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North Cemetery-Governor John Langdon Hill Tomb  
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  

 

                

 Behind the brownstone hill tombs, closer to the center of the cemetery are 
two hill tombs with granite facades.  The Woodbury Langdon Hill T ÏÍÂȭÓ 
overall dimensions are 14 feet in width, 23 feet in length and 7 feet in height. 
Its facade was constructed out of three hammered finish granite blocks with 
two adjacent wing walls built with smaller triangular granite blocks. The 
original iron door appears to have been removed at some point in the 20th 
century although the iron pintel  and latch pieces are still in place. These iron 
pieces have rusted and stained the granite facade stones. The marble 
inscription stone now imbedded in the brick doorway infill  is a modern 
replacement. The granite facade has 
settled and leaned forward over the years. 
This process of stone displacement has 
also been helped along by the small tree 
growth between the wing walls and the 
facade 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave . 

 

Most of the tombs in the cemetery were assembled without mortar. The 19th     
century stonemasons inserted iron or bronze cramps into the tops of the 
stones to bind them together. These metal anchors were secured in place with 
molten lead or sulfur. An example of this old building practice can be observed 
on the partially dismantled, granite chest tomb adjacent to the Woodbury 
Langdon Tomb. 
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 Existing Conditions Assessment :-North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  

During our restoration of the Moses hill tomb, (Forrest Grove Cemetery 
Somersworth, NH) we rediscovered the old method of anchoring the dry laid 
facade stones to the vault masonry behind 
these stones. The 19th century stonemasons 
cut shallow channels into the tops of each 
course of facade stonework, (except for the 
pediment stones) and then drilled 
corresponding holes into the front wall of 
the vault masonry. An L shaped bronze 
anchor was then installed in these openings. 
The holes were finally sealed with molten 
sulfur. The use of molten sulfur to anchor 
heavy objects is a very old and somewhat 
dangerous building tradition. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment : North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  

The other granite facade hill tomb in the North Cemetery was sited near the 
W. Langdon Tomb. The Shelburne Hill Tomb  facade was composed of eleven 
hammered finish granite blocks. The side walls were constructed of eight 
rectangular stones and the pediment contained three cut pieces. The overall 
dimensions of this tomb are 13 feet in width, 20 feet in length and 6 feet in 
height.   The wing walls are partially buried but appear to have been built with 
small worked granite blocks. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

 

 The entrance to the Shelburne Hill Tomb  was sealed up with brickwork at 
the same time as the Woodbury Langdon Tomb. The iron door pintels and 
latch piece also survive on the Shelburne Tomb and their deterioration has 
also caused deep staining on the granite facade. The three metal pins that 
anchor the inscription stone to the granite pediment stone have also rusted 
and stained the white marble. This tomb is in fair to good condition. There has 
been some settling of the granite facade and some minor displacement of the 
three pediment stones. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two brownstone chest tombs located just southeast of the Hill Chest 
Tomb. The Wibird Penhallow Tomb  was almost completely reconstructed 
during early 20th century. The existing chest walls are composed of modern 
water struck bricks and Portland cement based mortar. The ten courses of 
badly installed bricks were originally parged with a mortar plaster. About half 
of this brickwork has lost its bonding because of water infiltration and 
weathering... The tomb has been partially buried in the hillside and 
overgrown with vines for many years. The rectangular layer of macadam at 
the lower end of the tomb may cover part of the burial vault 
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 4ÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÂÒÏ×ÎÓÔÏÎÅ ÉÎÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÓÌÁÂ ÈÁÓ Á ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÍÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÆÉÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
other brownstone tomb covers in the cemetery.  The upper part of ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ 
inscription has deteriorated because of surface loss and weathering but most 
of it was still intact. The existing slab was covered with lichen but there has 
been no cracking or shifting of the slab. The chest masonry is in poor 
condition. This modern brickwork may have replaced an earlier brownstone 
configuration. The descendants of this family attached a bronze plaque to the 
top of the inscription slab in 1991. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

 

The William Va ughn Tomb  was one of the ÃÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ most ornate chest 
tombs It was located between the two brownstone hill tombs. The thick 
square edged white marble slab inscription stone has been badly damaged by 
the weather. One corner of the marble slab is no longer attached to the rest of 
the stone.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

  

The walls of the William Vaughn Tomb  were composed of white marble 
corner pillars and brownstone inset panels. These panels are badly eroded 
and have lost several outer layers. There is evidence of soluble salt 
encrustation on the brownstone panels just above the soil line which indicates 
ongoing rising damp conditions within this tomb. The subsurface re -
crystallization of these salts which exist both in the soil and the stone, along 
with years of weathering have caused this surface loss. This tomb has been 
badly weathered and is in poor condition due to long term water infiltration. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

   

Scattered around the hill tombs are nine chest tombs and one dismantled 
pedestal tomb. Behind the Vaughn Tomb there is another very interesting 
chest tomb.  The Jeremiah Hill Tomb was assembled with three finished 
stones above the soil line.  While most of the chest tombs in the North 
Cemetery have interior masonry walls that anchor the stone walls and 
support the inscription slab, the Hill  Tomb components are solid granite and 
marble. 4ÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÓÏÌÉÄ ÈÁÍÍÅÒÅÄ ÇÒÁÎÉÔÅ ÃÕÂÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÔ ÏÎ Á ÔÈÉÃË ÇÒÁÎÉÔÅ 
footing stone which covered the subterranean brick vault. The gray marble 
ÉÎÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÓÔÏÎÅ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÏÎÅÓȢ )Ô ÈÁÓ 
started to delaminate along one of its horizontal bedding planes and there are 
vertical cracks through the molded edges of the slab. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
  

 

A similar solid granite memorial, the Sheafe Tomb was located on the 
opposite side of the hill closer to the Union Cemetery. This tomb which 
measured five feet long and three feet tall was assembled with three solid 
pieces of granite and crowned by a carved white marble slab. . The family 
name was depicted in raised block letters on either side of the chest stone. 
Except for some weathering on the marble inscription stone this tomb is in 
good condition.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 
Just down the hill towards the rear of the cemetery there was another 
brownstone chest tomb. The partially buried Anna Treadwell Walden Tomb  
also appeared to have been rebuilt at some point in the early 20th century. The 
lichen covered brownstone slab is basically intact although there has been 
enough surface loss to obscure the inscription. The low chest walls were 
rebuilt with concrete blocks and then plastered over with a thick layer of 
Portland cement based mortar. It was not clear what the original chest walls 
×ÅÒÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÆ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
other chest tombs in the cemetery. The brick burial vault underneath the 
chest masonry has been exposed to the weather for many years. The 
brickwork has partially collapsed leaving a ragged opening on top of the vault. 
There was visual evidence of an active rodent colony in the burial chamber. 
The exposed section of the vault brickwork illustrated just how large these 
chest tomb burial chambers were.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
  

  
 
The Anna Treadwell Walden Tomb  is in very poor condition in part because 
of the overgrown vegetation around it which encouraged water infiltration in 
to the brickwork. The succession of bad repairs that took place several 
decades ago and the removal of the original chest walls have seriously 
degraded this tomb. The existing, exposed breach in the burial vault could be a 
ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÄÁÎÇÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅ ÏÆ 
the subterranean brickwork.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
  

 
At the center of the cemetery grouped around the ÇÒÁÖÅÙÁÒÄȭÓ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ 
flagpole there are three similar granite chest tombs and one brownstone chest 
tomb. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
  
The Joshua Bragdon  and Harriet  Bragdon  Chest Tombs were topped with 
finely carved but badly weathered white marble slabs. The dry laid granite 
block walls have settled and shifted over the years but the tombs are still 
stable. The marble slabs have lost most of their upper exterior surfaces and 
the inscriptions are almost illegible. Both of these chest tombs measure 6 feet 
in length, 3 feet in width and 2 feet in height. The *ÏÓÈÕÁ "ÒÁÇÄÏÎ 4ÏÍÂȭÓ 
granite chest stones were assembled on a granite footing slab. These dark 
granite blocks have a rough hammer finished surface which matched the 
eØÔÅÒÉÏÒ ÆÉÎÉÓÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÊÁÃÅÎÔ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÃÈÅÓÔ ÓÔÏÎÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÇÒÁÙ ÇÒÁÎÉÔÅ ÃÈÅÓÔ 
blocks used to construct the Harriet Bragdon Tomb were also assembled on a 
granite footing. Both of these tombs have been heavily stained by a 
combination of biological and environmental agents, (lichens/algae and air 
pollution). Although this condition has been a factor in the deterioration of the 
marble slabs, it has not affected the granite blocks. These tombs are stable and 
in relatively good condition.  
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Existing Conditio ns Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

The design of the Margret Thompson Tomb was similar to the previous 
brownstone chest tomb. The only marble element on this tomb was the finely 
carved and polished inscription stone. Finished brownstone blocks were used 
as footing stones, the four corner columns and four inset panels.  All of these 
brownstones are badly weathered and in poor condition. One of the 
cornerstones has a large vertical crack. At some point in the early 20th century, 
the chest stones were plastered over with a Portland cement based mortar. 
This inappropriate repair accelerated the deterioration of the brownstones.  
There are only a few surviving remnants of this repair mortar because most of 
it fell off along with the surface layers of the chest stones. The marble slab 
appeared to have been partially shifted from the top of the tomb. It was 
roughly mortared into its off center position during another more recent 
attempt to repair the tomb. This tomb is in poor condition mostly because of 
all the bad repairs.  Adjacent to the Margret Thompson Tomb are three similar 
chest tombs built with hammer finish granite blocks. These granite blocks 
were at least two feet thick and when assembled created an almost solid 
support for the inscription slabs. Two of the tombs were composed of 
different types of gray granite.  The third tomb was assembled with a type of 
brown granite traditionally quarried in the South Berwick, Maine area.  
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave .  
 

 

The William Whipple Tomb  was composed of brown granite blocks and a 
four inch thick slate inscription slab. The granite walls were re pointed many 
years ago with a Portland cement based mortar.  This tomb measured 6 feet in 
length, 3 feet in width and 2 feet in height. The slate slab must have become 
badly eroded because it was covered in 1976 with a 4 inch thick slab of light 
colored granite. The old slate slab appears have been partially crushed under 
the weight of the new stone. There are numerous horizontal cracks along its 
finely carved molded edge where the freeze and thaw of New England 
weather has caused this sedimentary stone to delaminate.    
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

 

The William Whipple Tomb  
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Existi ng Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
  
There are two other variations of the chest tomb design located between the 
small group of tombs on the hill and the front border wall.  The Jotham 
Odiorne Tomb  was constructed with three large pieces of light gray granite. 
4ÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÃÈÅÓÔ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÎÅ ÒÅÃÔÁÎÇÕÌÁÒ light gray hammer finished 
granite block which is supported at its exposed end by rough finished footing 
stone. A similar footing stone was probably installed at the opposite end of the 
chest stone. It is now buried under the soil line. It appeared that the footing 
areas between these end stones were filled with small pieces of granite.              
. The overall dimensions of this tomb are six feet in length, three feet in width 
and approximately three feet in height. The size of the subterranean vaults 
underneath these chest tombs is clearly illustrated by this tomb which is in 
good condition except for the missing inscription stone. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment :-North Cemeter y ɀ Maplewood Ave  

 

  The Jotham Odiorne Tomb: The design and finish of the existing lichen 
covered brownstone inscription slab matched the other brownstone 
inscription stones in the cemetery. The heart shaped inscription stone has 
completely deteriorated or been removed. The remaining open void appeared 
to be constantly filled with standing water. There has been some surface loss 
on the top and along the   molded edges of the brownstone due to weathering 
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Existing Conditions Asse ssment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

  

  The Jotham Odiorne Tomb   
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

 

The George Boyd Tomb, d. 1787, was originally erected as a pedestal tomb 
which was essentially a deconstructed chest tomb. The marble inscription slab 
was supported about two feet off the ground with six carved marble balusters. 
.Mr. Boyd was successful businessman in colonial Portsmouth. He 
commissioned the carving of his tomb while sitting out the American 
Revolution in London. After the war he died while returning to New 
Hampshire with his tomb 
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Existing Conditions Assessment: North Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Ave.  
 

The George Boyd Tomb, d. 1787: The marble elements of the tomb were 
probably set on a stone footing which is now buried. The existing tomb is in 
very poor condition. The surviving marble slab is badly cracked and 
weathered. The pedestals which survived into the 20th century were removed 
and lost at some point possibly after the tomb was vandalized.  The inset 
stone on the marble inscription slab appeared to have been removed at the 
same time.  The marble inscription stone was eventually placed on a concrete 
slab about four inches off the ground. The missing gravestone shaped inset 
stone was eventually replaced with an inscribed granite panel. 
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North Cemetery Restoration Plan and Repair Cost Estimates :                          

4ÈÅ ÒÅÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÅÎÃÌÏÓÕÒÅ ×ÁÌÌ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÒÅÐÁÉÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÃÅÍÅÔÅÒÉÅÓȢ  The 
existing wall is in poor condition and has become unstable. It has deteriorated 
beyond the point of restoration or repair. It is recommended that the entire 
wall be carefully dismantled and rebuilt on a concrete footing using the 
original stones and concrete caps. The bricks should be sorted through and re 
used if possible. In kind replacement bricks should be acquired to replace the 
deteriorated ones. A lineal photo map can be created of both sides of the wall 
which can be used during the reconstruction process. Also the wall stones 
should be arranged in a lineal grid that has been set up near the site. The 
biggest challenges on this site will be logistics and the narrow work area. 
Based on my previous cemetery projects there can be no excavation beyond 
the footprint of the wall and no machinery or materials can be place on or 
near a gravesite. 
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North Cemetery Restoration Plan and Repair Cost Estimates:                          
The cost estimate for the reconstruction of the North Cemetery front wall 
which includes all labor, material, excavation, trucking and police detail costs 
is $375,000.00. This project will take a crew of six about eight weeks to 
complete.  

Phase 1: Set up secure storage area near enclosure wall to store materials and 
the wall components. Document and remove concrete capstones, bricks and 
stonework. All capstones and wall stones should be numbered and photo-by 
the storage area so the stones can be arranged accordingly there as they are 
removed from the wall. All debris created by the dismantling of the wall 
should be removed to a landfill during this phase. Labor: 2 masons, 2 
laborers, 2  machine operator s, (backhoe and dump  truck ) Labor rates -
$75 per hour for each mason and laborer/$125 per hour for each machine 
with operator  -120 hours @ $550 per hour - $66,000.00 

Phase 2: Excavate existing wall footing, set forms and install new concrete 
footing just below soil and sidewalk level. Labor: Masonry crew and 
backhoe/dump truck  operators: 40 hours @ $550 per hour - $22,000.00 
Materials: 30 yards concrete @ $3 00 per yard/form materials - 
$10,000.00                                                                                                                               
Total concrete footing cost - $32,000.00  

Phase 3: Rebuild stone and brickwork using phot o map and other 
documentation. Labor : Masonry crew and backhoe/dump truck 
operators ɀ 320 hours @ $550 per hour - $176,000.00  

Materials:  5000 Morin water struck bricks - $10,000.00                                                                                                                                   
100 bags masonry cement/hydraulic lime - $5000.00 
                                       χυ ÙÁÒÄÓ ÍÁÓÏÎÓȭ ÓÁÎÄ- $4875.00 
                                    Miscellaneous materials - $1625.00 
Total cost f or phase 3 - $178,875.00  

Police detail for the North Cemetery wall reconstruction project : 500 
hours @ $90 per hour for two officers - $4500.00  

Total cost for the reconstruction of the North Cemetery front enclosure 
wall plus 25% - $375,000.00  
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North Cemetery Restoration Plan and Repair Cost Estimates                          

There are many other smaller repairs 
that are needed in the North Cemetery 
but these are low priority projects. 
The most important of these repairs 
would be to cover and stabilize the  
area around the partially collapsed 
subterranean vault associated with 
the Anna Treadwell Walden Tomb. 
This is a potentially dangerous 
situation. With the help of an 
archaeologist the soil should be removed from around the exposed 
burial vault so the top of the brick vault can be rebuilt.  

 

The Joshua and Harriet Bragdon 
Tombs  need to have their granite chest 
stones realigned which could be done 
without removing the marble slabs. 

  

 

 

 

The heart shaped open inset pocket on 
the *ÏÔÈÁÍ /ÄÉÏÒÎÅ 4ÏÍÂȭÓ 
brownstone slab should be filled with 
a piece of brownstone set in a bed of 
hydraulic lime.  
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North Cemetery Restoration Plan and Repair Cost Estimates:                          

 

The marble slab on the Margret 
Thompson Tomb should be realigned 
and the cracked brownstone corner 
column repaired with a brownstone 
repair mortar, (Lithomix - made by 
Limeworks or Mimic ɀmade by 
Conproco).  

 

 

The cracked marble inscription slab on the 
William Vaughn Tomb  should be repaired 
and sealed using a mix of un-tinted 
hydraulic lime mortar and marble dust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These five repairs should be planned as one project. The repair cost 
estimate for all five tombs which in cludes labor and materials is 
$8000.00.  The repair of these four tombs will take a crew of two  masons 
about 50 h ours to complete.  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Established in 1844   
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment                                                              

)Ô ÔÏÏË ÁÌÍÏÓÔ Á ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅnts began to look for more 
burial plots. The Union Cemetery opened in 1844 was located on a narrow lot 
adjacent to the North Cemetery. This Greek revival era graveyard represented 
one of two divergent 19th century trends in cemetery design. Possibly because 
of its limited space, the proprietors utilized a rectilinear layout which divided 
the graveyard into small square family plots. This standardized layout of the 
gravestones was very different from the chaotic placement of burials in the 
older North Cemetery. An incredibly detailed description of this cemetery can 
be found in the NHDHR survey form, (#POR0005). This survey was compiled 
by Nancy Carmer in 2000. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue  - Existing Conditions Assessment   

 

 
 
Cemetery Enclosure Fence and Stonework: Intersection between the 
North Cemetery and the Union Cemetery ȭÓ ÅÎÃÌÏÓÕÒÅ ×ÁÌÌÓȢ 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue  Existing Conditions Assessment   
 

 
 
Cemetery Enclosure Fence and Stonework:  
The Union Cemetery was enclosed on the street side by a wrought iron fence 
system supported by a low granite curb wall and six granite pillars. This high 
style structure measured about 90 feet in length. The main entrance was ten 
feet wide and its flanking pillars were surmounted by a wrought strap iron 
arch which in turn supported a thick slate keystone. The hammered finish, 
light gray granite components of this fence system were cut and shaped to be 
assembled without mortar and to be self-supporting. The unfinished granite 
pillar bases extend almost four feet below the soil line. These pillars provide 
most of the structure and support for the entire fence system. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cemetery Enclosure Fence and Stonework:  
There has been a noticeable subsidence of the sidewalk in front of the two 
cemeteries over the years. This change in elevation in the landscape around 
ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÏÎ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÆÅÎÃÅ ÈÁÓ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÎÅ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÓÈÉÆÔ 
out of alignment especially at its western end. All of the pillars are no longer 
plumb and the westernmost pillar is now leaning noticeably. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

 
Cemetery Enclosure Fence and Stonework:  Decorative corbel stones 
crowned each pillar. These smaller tablet stones were traditionally anchored 
with bronze pins. There is existing visual evidence that the horizontal joints 
between the tops of the pillars and the lower corbel stones were caulked with 
sheet lead. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing  Conditions Assessment   
 

 
Cemetery Enclosure Fence and Stonework:  Exposed wall support 
masonry  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue Existing Conditions Assessment   

 

Cemetery Enclosure Fence and Stonework: Slots were cut into the sides of 
the pillars to support the iron fence panels. Shelves were also cut into the 
unfinished pillar bases to support the ends of the curb stones. The curb stones 
were also supported by a rubble stone footing and rough granite blocks. There 
are two flat landing stones in the front entrance opening that have a 
chamfered edge on the street side. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue Existing Conditions Assessment   

Because of its size and its location on a city sidewalk, the poor condition of the 
stone components of this fence would make their realignment a high priority 
repair. The decorative wrought iron fence sections, gates and entrance arch 
appeared to have not been maintained for many years. The fence has rusted 
enough to stain the curb stones in places but overall this ironwork is intact 
enough to restore.  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment   
  
 

 
 
Granite Posts: The Union Cemetery was originally designed to contain forty 
individual family lots aligned on either side of a central pathway. This layout 
was altered as the cemetery was filled in. Some of the lots were combined and 
a few were subdivided. The wrought iron fences around these lots were 
supported by granite posts.  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment    
 

 
Granite Posts:  These posts were intricately carved and their tops were 
finished with several different arched and faceted designs. Out of the 80 
existing granite posts in the cemetery, nine of them have been cracked by the 
rust expansion or displacement of the iron fence rails.  Three of these 
damaged stones are located in the first two family lots, (Fernald and Godfrey) 
beyond the front gate. The remaining six damaged posts are located at the 
rear of the property around the Fernald and Atkinson plots. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment   
 

 
 
Burial Plot enclosure fence and granite posts  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment   
 

 

Granite Posts: Damage caused by expansion of rusted iro n fence rail  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment   

 

White marble was the stone of choice in the Union Cemetery. The existing 
marble gravestones and monuments are for the most part in fair to good 
condition although all of them have suffered from the New England climate. 
Because it is a soft porous stone, marble has been very susceptible to 
Biological and environmental staining which can be observed in this 
cemetery. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue Existing 
Conditions Assessment   

Granite and Marble Obelisks There are eleven 
marble and two granite obelisks. Most of these 
monuments have been installed on granite 
bases.  They are badly weathered and stained 
but they have not settled or shifted.   
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue Existing Conditions Assessment

 

Granite and Marble Obelisks: Two of the obelisks have been vandalized and 
are missing the tops of their shafts.  
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 Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment   

 

Receiving Tomb and Retaining Wall : Based on the documents and memos 
that related to this freestanding tomb, its survival has been a controversial 
subject for many years. The stone retaining wall that defined the western end 
of the cemetery also supported part of this tomb. The overall failure and 
partial collapse of this wall also played a part in this story.  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment   

 

4ÈÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌ ÄÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÔÏÐÉÃ ÏÆ ÄÅÂÁÔÅ ÂÕÔ 
its location appeaÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȢ 
4ÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÉÔÅ ÆÁÃÁÄÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÖÉÓÉÂÌÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
cemetery. The original tomb was probably constructed when the cemetery 
was enclosed in 1844. The existing tomb measured 12 feet in length, 6 feet in 
height and was 10 feet wide. It is in very poor condition. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue Existing Conditions Assessment   

  

 The two surviving brick side walls are badly cracked and unstable. The rear 
wall of the tomb has collapsed into the pond along with its supporting 
stonework and several of its granite roof stones. The light gray hammered 
finish granite facade was composed of four large wall stones spanned by an 
ÁÒÃÈÅÄ ÐÅÄÉÍÅÎÔ ÓÔÏÎÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÉÒÏÎ ÄÏÏÒ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ a long time 
and the doorway has been filled in with concrete block. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment  
  

 

This tomb probably collapsed and was rebuilt at the beginning 20th century.  
The existing exterior side wall bricks and mortar are modern materials.        
The surviving section of the rear wall contained a mix of recycled older bricks 
and Portland cement based mortar. Two of the existing granite roof slabs 
were discolored and appeared to have been retrieved from the mill pond.  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

   

At some point in the mid 20thcentury, the entrance door opening was filled 
with concrete block. This block work served as an anchoring point for one end 
of a 13 foot long iron rod which spanned the interior. The other end of the 
iron rod was inserted through the rear wall and secured.  This was an attempt 
to anchor the masonry to the rest of the tomb. The rear wall showed evidence 
that it had been repaired and partially rebuilt several times after that.    



66 
 

Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

 

 

)Î ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÒÅÁÒ ×ÁÌÌȟ ÔÈÅ 
Portsmouth DPW installed a section of chain link fence over the opening. This 
barrier has been pulled off and the tomb is being used as a shelter for 
homeless people. The campaign to deconstruct this tomb and create a sitting 
area by the river was not successful and the long term problem of vandalism 
and unauthorized use of the old tomb have continued to this day.  
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

 

The stability problems of the receiving tomb can be traced to the stone wall 
that supported it.  This mid19th century wall also appeared to have long term 
stability problems. The existing stone work measured 50 feet in length but 
was originally almost twice that length. Its present height averaged four feet 
but it must have been originally at least six feet tall.    
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

  

This wall has shifted and settled over the years. There has been a long term 
problem with erosion behind this wall. There are large sections at either end 
of the wall that have also collapsed into the pond. The top course of stones 
along the entire wall has fallen into the water.  This retaining wall was 
probably built when the Union Cemetery was opened. 
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Union Cemetery ɀ Maplewood Avenue - Existing Conditions Assessment  

  

 Most of the granite boulders were drilled and split with feathers and wedges 
before their installation. The size and shape of the remaining drill marks 
indicate a mid19th century building technology. The dry laid retaining wall at 
the back of the Union Cemeteries is in very poor condition and there is 
ongoing soil loss through this failing stonework. There is a large area behind 
the north western corner of the wall where the soil banking has been 
completely washed out.  
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Union Cemetery Restoration Plan and Repair Cost Estimates:                          
4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÏÎ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ ÆÒÏÎÔ 
enclosure fence and the partial removal of the 
receiving tomb are also high priority projects. After 
measuring, photo documenting and numbering the front 
enclosure fence, the four iron fence panels, the two gates 
and the iron strap arch, (and the slate keystone) should be 
carefully removed to an offsite area where these pieces can 
be cleaned and conserved. This process will also require 
the removal of the existing lead anchoring material in the 
stone pillars. It recommended that these fence components 
not be sand or shot blasted. They should be wire brushed 
and cleaned with a mild detergent. The wrought iron should 
then paint with diluted ferric acid, (made by the Osvo Co.) 
which will treat the surface rust. The prepared fence components should be 
finished with a coat of Sherwin 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓȭÓ Industrial primer, (red) and two coats 
of Sherwin Williams Industrial gloss black paint, (Peter Hapny-Blacksmith). 
Most of this removal and reconstruction work will be completed with a small 
crane, a flatbed truck and a small excavator. In addition to the machine 
operators, two stonemasons and one laborer will be needed for the project. To 
safely remove the fence components the masonry crew will also need to 
excavate around the stone pillars to free them up. This will make their 
eventual realignment possible. It will also allow for the removal of the fence 
panels and horizontal footing stones. Basically this enclosure wall/fence was 
originally constructed in sequence. Based on prior experience this project will 
be a challenging puzzle to solveȢ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÎÅ×ÏÒËȭÓ ÓÅÌÆ-supporting 
design, an extensive new concrete footing will not be needed. After the granite 
curbstones are removed and cleaned, (rust staining), a compacted crushed 
stone footing will be installed except where the granite footing blocks are 
located. These stones will be re-installed on concrete footings. The two 
existing concrete footing blocks will be replaced with an in kind granite piece. 

After the pillar bases have been excavated, the pillars will be wrapped in 
quilted blankets/canvas tarps and lifted with canvas straps using the small 
crane. They will be realigned and reset in place as a mix of crushed stone and 
stone dust is compacted around the pillar bases. This is a time consuming 
process and each pillar will require a different strategy. The front entrance  
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Union Cemetery Restoration Plan and Repair Cost Estimates:                   
Front Enclosure Fence Restoration Project      

Labor Costs: 160 hours - 2 masons and 1 laborer @ $225 per hour-$36,000.00 

Machine/Trucking/Operator Costs: 13 days @ $1600 per day-$20,800.00 

Material Costs for stonework and iron fence conservation: $3000.00 

Police Detail: 20 days @ $360 per day-$7200.00 

Total Cost: $64,000.00  

 

Union Cemetery  Receiving Tomb Restoration  -This is another high 
ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÕÎÓÔÁÂÌÅ ÍÁÓÏÎÒÙ ÉÓ Á ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
public safety hazard. Also the presence of people in the cemetery at night 
increases the chances of vandalism.  It is recommended that the North 
#ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÏÍÂ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÔÏÔÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÓÍÁÎÔÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ 
visible granite facade of the tomb is important to the historic integrity of the 
cemetery. It can be seen as soon as one enters the front gate. There is a way to 
ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÄÌÙ ÄÁÍÁÇÅÄ ÔÏÍÂ ×ÁÌÌÓȟ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÕÓÅ ÁÓ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ 
spot for the homeless and retain the original view shed of the cemetery. The 
ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÉÔÅ ÆÁÃÁÄÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
tomb was dismantled. The granite roof stones could be re - used as support 
walls at either end of the granite facade to support the remaining stonework. 
The modern concrete block masonry in the doorway should also be removed. 
Besides two stonemasons, the project would require the use of a small 
excavator, a dump truck and one operator. The deteriorated brick walls could 
be recycled as clean fill behind the adjacent stone retaining. This would help 
to slow down the soil loss in this area and save on trucking costs. The granite 
roof stones from the tomb and the ones on the beach will be installed on 
compacted crushed stone footings to create two supporting wing walls behind 
ÔÈÅ ÔÏÍÂȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÉÔÅ ÆÁÃÁÄÅȢ 

Labor Costs: Two masons @ $150 per hour ɀ 80 hours - $12000.00  

Machine/Operator Cos ts: 7 days @ $1000 per day-$7000.00  

Material Costs: $1500.00             Total Project Cost: $20,500.00  
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ 
Pleasant Street  
Existing Conditions Assessment   
 
The demand for urban burial plots in 
mid18th century Portsmouth induced 
the growing colonial city to enclose 
another plot of South End land in 
1754; just a year after the North 
Cemetery was opened. This long 
narrow lot terminated on the North 
Mill Pond in an area known as 
0ÉÃËÅÒÉÎÇȭÓ .ÅÃË.  
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Pleasant Street Burial Gro und ɀ Pleasant Street  
Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

 
 
Pleasant Street Burial Ground Front Enclosure Wall:   
The masonry walls that enclose the Point of Graves Burial Ground, the 
Pleasant Street Burial Ground and the North Cemetery are alike in their 
construction and composition. The late 19th and early 20th century 
photographs of the Point of Graves perimeter wall depict a tall formal 
masonry wall of similar design.   The lime mortars used to build the Pleasant 
Street Burial Ground and the North Cemetery enclosure walls were very 
similar. A basic mortar analysis of these two mortars revealed comparable 
sand samples.  It is possible these three walls were built during the same 
mi18 th century building campaign which enclosed the two recently opened 
graveyÁÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÕÐÇÒÁÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄÅÒ ÂÕÒÉÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȭÓ ÅÎÃÌÏÓÕÒÅȢ 
4ÈÅ 0ÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ÇÒÁÖÅÙÁÒÄȭÓ ×ÁÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÅÎÃÌÏÓÕÒÅ 
walls that retained all of its original granite capstones.                                                 
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Pleasant Street  
Existing Conditions Assessment  

 
 
Pleasant Street Burial Ground Front Enclosure Wall:   
The front entrance to this burial ground was not centered in the enclosure 
masonry so it was flanked by two asymmetrical walls... The existing eastern 
section of the wall measured 10 feet long and averaged 42 inches in height. 
There were two existing partially finished, 20 inch wide/8 inch thick granite 
capstones on this section of the wall. One stone was 6 feet long and the other 
was 4 feet long. The longer western section of the enclosure wall measured 30 
feet in length and averaged 42 to 60 inches in height. There were five granite 
capstones on this leg of the enclosure wall. They ranged from 4 feet to 8 feet in 
length. The entrance was flanked by two hammered finish granite pillars. 
These vertical stones were installed as part of the enclosure walls and were 
also covered by the capstones. 
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Pleasant Street  

Existing Conditions Assessment  

  

Pleasant Street Burial Ground Front Enclosure Wall : The Pleasant Street 
"ÕÒÉÁÌ 'ÒÏÕÎÄȭÓ ÅÎÃÌÏÓÕÒÅ ×ÁÌÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÓÔÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÁÃÔȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ 
masonry walls are 259 years old. They have definitely settled and moved since 
their original construction. These walls lean back slightly and the concrete 
bulkheads were probably installed to arrest this condition. 
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground -Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

 
 
Pleasant Street Burial Ground Front Enclosure Wall:   
Based on the mortar samples collecÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÇÒÁÖÅÙÁÒÄÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
appeared to be a definite campaign during the first half of the 20th century to 
stabilize and repair the deteriorated tombs and walls. The installation of the 
concrete buttress behind the Pleasant Street Burial 'ÒÏÕÎÄȭÓ ÅÎÃÌÏÓÕÒÅ ×ÁÌÌÓ 
×ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÓÈÏÒÅ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ 
cemeteries and burial grounds.  In addition to the installation of the concrete 
bulkhead, the masonry walls facing Pleasant Street were plastered with a 
thick layer of Portland cement based mortar and then painted with what 
looked like a combination of gypsum and lime whitewash. This rigid covering 
has developed many cracks and has lost its bonding to the old brickwork 
underneath 
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Pleasant Street Burial Groun d ɀ Existing Conditions Assessment  
 

 
 
Pleasant Street Burial Ground Front Enclosure Wall:   
 The exposed brickwork above the concrete bulkhead on the rear face of the 
wall appeared to have been removed and completely replaced with modern 
brickwork . The existing overgrown cedar hedges located directly behind the 
enclosure walls have also contributed to the masonryȭÓ ongoing deterioration 
by not allowing the masonry to ever dry out.   
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ 
Existing Conditions Assessment  
 
Pleasant Street Burial Ground - 
Tombs and Gravestones:  In 
contrast to the crowded landscape in 
the contemporary North Cemetery, 
this burial ground appeared to be 
underutilized. There are just 72 
existing gravestones and tombs in 
this graveyard. Most of the 
gravestones are grouped haphazardly 
at the front of the long narrow lot. 
Most of the burials, (55) date from the 
mid to late 18th century and are 
marked by intricately carved slate 
gravestones.  

 

 



79 
 

Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Existing Conditions Assessmen t 

 

Pleasant Street Burial Ground - Tombs and Gravestones:  The surviving 
slate stones in this burial ground are in fair condition. Most of them exhibit 
small areas of stone loss and partial delimitation along their top edges due to 
weathering.  Most of these stones also have small nicks and scratches along 
the soil line caused by the lawnmowers. 
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Existing Conditions Assessment  

 

Pleasant Street Burial Ground - Tombs and Gravestones: The most 
significant existing slate stone marked the grave of Mary Manning, d.1773. 
This unusual stone which was crowned in part by a bas relief of the grim 
reaper portrayed as a complete skeleton.  This stone had been badly damaged 
at some point in the past and only partially repaired with cement mortar.  
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Existing Conditions Assessment  

Pleasant Street Burial Ground - Tombs and 
Gravestones: There are eight additional early 19th 
century marble gravestones one of which had been 
broken in half and glued back together in the recent 
past. These marble stones are badly deteriorated 
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Existing Conditions Assessment  

 

Pleasant Street Burial Ground - Tombs and Gravestones:  There are two 
existing hill tombs and one brownstone chest tomb in the Pleasant Street 
Burial Ground. The early 19th century Barrell  Chest Tomb closely matched 
the design and construction of the North Cemetery chest tombs. There were a 
number of late 18th and early19th century stone carving shops located near the 
historic brownstone quarries in southern Connecticut who custom made 
these tomb components. Eight hammer finished brown granite chest stones 
provided a solid support stone platform for the carved brownstone 
inscription slab. 
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Existing Conditions Assessment  

 

Pleasant Street Burial Ground - Tombs and Gravestones: These granite 
blocks were originally assembled without mortar but the tomb was badly re-
pointed with a modern mortar at some point. These stones have settled and 
shifted over the years but the tomb is still intact and stable. 
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Existing Conditions Assessment  

  

Pleasant Street Burial Ground - Tombs and Gravestones: The moss 
covered brownstone slab is still in place but has been badly weathered. The 
original outer surface appeared to have partially delaminated and lifted off the 
rest of the stone. The existing marble fragment on this stone may have been 
the original inscription panel for this tomb. It must have been removed and 
broken at some point. The damaged stone was placed back in its inset pocket 
which is full of standing water.
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Pleasant Street Burial Ground ɀ Existing Conditions Assessment  

 

Pleasant Street Burial Ground - Tombs and Gravestones: Buried under the 
roots of one of the trees ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÒÉÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȭÓ ÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
ruins of a small granite hill tomb. The top of a brick burial vault can be viewed 
among the roots.  

 


