
David Sinclair & Nicole Giusto

765 Middle Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

March 25,2024

City of Portsmouth Planning Department

L Junkins Ave

Portsmouth, NH 03801

RE: Historic District Approval Extension

Dear Chairman Rued ig:

Historic District approvalfor 765 Middle Street garage & dwelling were approved on May 3'd, 2023 by the

Historic District Commission.

Site PIan approvalwas granted on May 18th, 2023 with the following conditions:

2.2) A licensed utility engineer will determine the appropiate sizing for the fire
seNice and domestic water lines.

We formally request a 1 year extension to fulfill the conditions. Although permitting process is underway

and domestic line sizing has been determined, the fire suppression sizing is backlogged. Additionally, it

was discovered by Unitil that Lincoln Avenue lacks sufficient pressure to add an additional gas line. They

propose trenching a main from Middle St which is currently under review by their construction

department.

Although it's possible we may have the information needed within 5 weeks, we'd prefer to play it safe

asking for the extension as the permitting approval process is still ongoing.

Respectfu lly,

David Sinclair & Nicole Giusto

765 Middle St

7 20-244-2095







1. Design is based on drawings by Altus Engineering and may require adjustment due to actual field conditions. 
2. The contractor shall follow best management practices during construction and shall take all means necessary to stabilize and 

protect the site from erosion. 
3. Erosion Control shall be in place prior to construction. 
4. Erosion Control to consist of Hay Bales and Erosion Control Fabric shall be staked in place between the work and Water 

bodies, Wetlands and/or drainage ways prior to any construction. 
5. The Contractor shall verify layout and grades and inform the Landscape Architect or Client’s Representative of any 

discrepancies or changes in layout and/or grade relationships prior to construction. 
6. It is the contractor’s responsibility to verify drawings provided are to the correct scale prior to any bid, estimate or installation.  A 

graphic scale bar has been provided on each sheet for this purpose.  If it is determined that the scale of the drawing is 
incorrect, the landscape architect will provide a set of drawings at the correct scale, at the request of the contractor. 

7. Trees to Remain within the construction zone shall be protected from damage for the duration of the project by snow fence or 
other suitable means of protection to be approved by Landscape Architect or Client’s Representative.  Snow fence shall be 
located at the drip line at a minimum and shall include any and all surface roots.  Do not fill or mulch on the trunk flare.  Do not 
disturb roots. In order to protect the integrity of the roots, branches, trunk and bark of the tree(s) no vehicles or construction 
equipment shall drive or park in or on the area within the drip line(s) of the tree(s).  Do not store any refuse or construction 
materials or portalets within the tree protection area. 

8. Location, support, protection, and restoration of all existing utilities and appurtenances shall be the responsibility of the 
Contractor. 

9. The Contractor shall verify exact location and elevation of all utilities with the respective utility owners prior to construction.  Call 
DIGSAFE at 1-888-344-7233. 

10. The Contractor shall procure any required permits prior to construction.  
11. Prior to any landscape construction activities Contractor shall test all existing loam and loam from off-site intended to be used 

for lawns and plant beds using a thorough sampling throughout the supply.  Soil testing shall indicate levels of pH, nitrates, 
macro and micro nutrients, texture, soluble salts, and organic matter. Contractor shall provide Landscape Architect with test 
results and recommendations from the testing facility along with soil amendment plans as necessary for the proposed plantings 
to thrive.  All loam to be used on site shall be amended as approved by the Landscape Architect prior to placement. 

12. Contractor shall notify landscape architect or owner’s representative immediately if at any point during demolition or 
construction a site condition is discovered which may negatively impact the completed project.  This includes, but is not limited 
to, unforeseen drainage problems, unknown subsurface conditions, and discrepancies between the plan and the site.  If a 
contractor is aware of a potential issue, and does not bring it to the attention of the landscape architect or owner’s 
representative immediately, they may be responsible for the labor and materials associated with correcting the problem. 

13. The Contractor shall furnish and plant all plants shown on the drawings and listed thereon.  All plants shall be nursery-grown 
under climatic conditions similar to those in the locality of the project.  Plants shall conform to the botanical names and 
standards of size, culture, and quality for the highest grades and standards as adopted by the American Association of 
Nurserymen, Inc. in the American Standard of Nursery Stock, American Standards Institute, Inc. 230 Southern Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20005. 

14. A complete list of plants, including a schedule of sizes, quantities, and other requirements is shown on the drawings.  In the 
event that quantity discrepancies or material omissions occur in the plant materials list, the planting plans shall govern. 

15. All plants shall be legibly tagged with proper botanical name. 
16. The Contractor shall guarantee all plants for not less than one year from time of acceptance. 
17. Owner or Owner's Representative will inspect plants upon delivery for conformity to Specification requirements.  Such approval 

shall not affect the right of inspection and rejection during or after the progress of the work.  The Owner reserves the right to 
inspect and/or select all trees at the place of growth and reserves the right to approve a representative sample of each type of 
shrub, herbaceous perennial, annual, and ground cover at the place of growth.  Such sample will serve as a minimum standard 
for all plants of the same species used in this work. 

18. No substitutions of plants may be made without prior approval of the Owner or the Owner’s Representative for any reason. 
19. All landscaping shall be provided with the following: 

a. Outside hose attachments spaced a maximum of 150 feet apart, and 
b. An underground irrigation system, or 
c. A temporary irrigation system designed for a two-year period of plant establishment. 

20. If an automatic irrigation system is installed, all irrigation valve boxes shall be located within planting bed areas. 
21. The contractor is responsible for all plant material from the time their work commences until final acceptance. This includes but 

is not limited to maintaining all plants in good condition, the security of the plant material once delivered to the site, and 
watering of plants.  Plants shall be appropriately watered prior to, during and after planting.  It is the contractor’s responsibility 
to provide clean water suitable for plant health from off site, should it not be available on site.   

22. All disturbed areas will be dressed with 6” of topsoil and planted as noted on the plans or seeded except plant beds.  Plant 
beds shall be prepared to a depth of 12” with 75% loam and 25% compost. 

23. Trees, ground cover, and shrub beds shall be mulched to a depth of 2" with one-year-old, well-composted, shredded native 
bark not longer than 4" in length and ½" in width, free of woodchips and sawdust.  Mulch for ferns and herbaceous perennials 
shall be no longer than 1" in length.  Trees in lawn areas shall be mulched in a 5' diameter min. saucer. Color of mulch shall be 
black. 

24. Drip strip shall extend to 6" beyond roof overhang and shall be edged with 3/16" thick metal edger. 
25. In no case shall mulch touch the stem of a plant nor shall mulch ever be more than 3” thick total (including previously applied 

mulch) over the root ball of any plant. 
26. Secondary lateral branches of deciduous trees overhanging vehicular and pedestrian travel ways shall be pruned up to a 

height of 6’ to allow clear and safe passage of vehicles and pedestrians under tree canopy. Within the sight distance triangles 
at vehicle intersections the canopies shall be raised to 8’ min. 

27. Snow shall be stored a minimum of 5’ from shrubs and trunks of trees. 
28. Landscape Architect is not responsible for the means and methods of the contractor. 
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4 MARVIN ELEVATE ® COLLECTION 5

MARVIN®

Marvin Elevate® collection

THE PERFECT BALANCE OF 
BEAUTY AND STRENGTH
Balancing beautiful design with superior strength, the 
Marvin Elevate collection delivers style in any climate. 
Elevate features warm wood interiors that can blend 
in or stand out with Ultrex® fiberglass exteriors for lasting 
durability. The collection offers a range of carefully selected 
features and options, making it as versatile as it is elegant.

About Us

At Marvin, we’re driven to imagine and create better ways of living,  
helping people feel happier and healthier inside their homes.  
We believe that our work isn’t just about designing better windows  
and doors — it’s about opening new possibilities for the people  
who use them.

Casement windows with Simulated Checkrails and Grills-between-the-Glass in 
Designer Black with Matte Black hardware



Available with IZ3 
(Excludes Narrow Frame option) 19

MARVIN®

18 MARVIN ELEVATE ® COLLECTION

CASEMENT + AWNING

Casement windows with  
Matte Black hardware

• 	�Multi-point sequential locking system provides superior
PG50 performance rating with single lever operation.

• 	�Interior screen features an aluminum surround and
concealed pressure mounting points for ease of
operation and enhanced aesthetics.

• 	�Operating, transom, and picture units available.

• 	�Folding handle neatly stows out of the way. Stainless
steel coastal hardware available.

• 	�Casement available in standard and special sizes up to
3 feet wide by 6 feet high.

• 	�Awning available in standard and special sizes up to
4 feet wide by 4 feet high.

• 	�Coordinating Picture and Transom windows also available.

• 	�Narrow frame option with 3 1/4 inch insert replacement
frame, flat sill, and through jamb installation.

CASEMENT + AWNING

CASEMENT + AWNING CASEMENT NARROW FRAME + AWNING NARROW FRAME

Casement windows in White



21

MARVIN®

20 MARVIN ELEVATE ® COLLECTION

DOUBLE HUNG

Double Hung windows in Designer Black with Matte Black hardware

•	� Equipped with a standard full screen; optional  
half screen is available.

•	� Tilt latches are ergonomically designed and easy to 
operate, making tilting and cleaning effortless.

•	� Sash lock provides a positive detent, reassuring the  
user that the window is either locked or unlocked.

•	� Up to PG50 performance rating.

•	� Equal, Cottage, and Reverse Cottage sash provide  
a variety of looks and checkrail heights.

•	� Available in standard and special sizes up to 4 feet  
6 inches wide by 7 feet high.

•	� Coordinating Picture and Transom windows also available.

•	� Double Hung Insert option features 3/4 inch insert 
replacement frame with through jamb installation  
and up to PG40 performance rating.

DOUBLE HUNG

DOUBLE HUNG

Available with IZ3 
(Excludes Insert option)

DOUBLE HUNG INSERT

Double Hung window in White with White hardware



INSWING FRENCH DOOR

Inswing French door with Northfield hardware in Matte Black

•	� Secure and stable stainless steel multi-point  
locking system.

•	� Precision built in 1/64 inch increments. 

•	� Available in 1-, 2-, or 3-panel configurations.*

•	� Multiple configurations up to 6 feet wide by 8 feet high. 

•	� Bronze or Beige sill available. 

•	� PG30 performance rating standard. 

•	� PG50 performance rating optional  
on 1- and 2-panel configurations. 

INSWING FRENCH DOOR

INTERIOR EXTERIOR DOOR HINGE SHOWN IN SATIN NICKEL

	 * 3-panel configuration is achieved by mulling multiple frames together to create an assembly.Available with IZ3 37

MARVIN®

36 MARVIN ELEVATE ® COLLECTION

Inswing French doors in White with custom hardware



September gth,2022

To Whom it May Concern:

Very truly yours,

I Joel Ann Thibeault' own a property at 670 Lincoln Ave, portsmouth, New Hampshire. r am abutter to/neighbor of David sinclair and Nicole Giusto at 765 Middre street, portsmouth, NH. David and Nicorehave provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they are seeking relief from thePortsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District commission. This is to providenotice that I have no objection to the project. we support the granting of any and allvariances or otherrelief required.

vL$
el Ann Thibeault



September 8th,2022

To Whom it May Concern:

We Melissa & Brian Maguire, own a property at774 Middle St #3, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. I am

abutter to/ neighbor of David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto at 765 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH. David

and Nicole have provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they are seeking relief from

the Portsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District Commission. This is to

provide notice that I have no objection to the project. We support the granting of any and all variances

or other relief required.

Very truly yours,

Z---;->--y
Brian Maguire



September gth,2022

To Whom it May Concern:

We Patricia and Charles Corlin, own a property a|736 Middle St, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. We are

abutters to/ neighbors of David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto at 765 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH. David

and Nicole have provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they are seeking relief from

the Portsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District Commission. This is to

provide notice that we have no objection to the project. We support the granting of any and all

variances or other relief required.

Very truly yours,

Patricia Corlin



September 9th,2022

To Whom it May Concern:

We Robert Graham and Karen Graham, own a property at 664 Lincoln Avenue, Portsmouth, New

Hampshire. We are abutters to/ neighbors of David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto aL765 Middle Street,

Portsmouth, NH. David and Nicole have provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they

are seeking relief from the Portsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District

Commission. This is to provide notice that we have no objection to the project. We support the granting

of any and all variances or other relief required.

Robert Graham Karen Graham



May 27th,2022

To Whom it May Concern:

We Elton Shaffer and Paula Rais, own a property aL748 Middle St, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. We are

abutters to/ neighbors of David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto at765 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH. David

and Nicole have provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they are seeking relief from

the Portsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District Commission. This is to

provide notice that we have no objection to the project. We support the granting of any and all

variances or other relief required.

Very truly yours,

Elton Shaffer Paula Rais



Sept 8th, 2022

To Whom it May Concern:

We Peter Dawson and Karen Dawson, own a property at 648 Lincoln Ave, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

We are abutters to/ neighbors of David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto at 765 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH.

David and Nicole have provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they are seeking relief

from the Portsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District Commission. This is

to provide notice that we have no objection to the project. We support the granting of any and all

variances or other relief required.

Very truly yours,

W



Ws" ffirxmi* David Sinclair <sleddiver@gmail.cort

'istie Jorgensen <knejorg@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 20,2022 a110.22 A

,: sleddiver@gmail.com
:: "Nathan H. Jorgensen" <nhjorgensen@mac.com>

Dear David and Nicole,
We received your packet in our mailbox last week after returning from our trip traveling abroad. lt was
addressed to a "Carla" but we are the current owners across the street, located at774 Middle $treet.
LJnit 1, PortsmolJth, NH.

My apologies for a delayed response but I am still ill with a Covid infection from our trip back home. I

hope we are not too late in offering our support for your variance request. I just wanted to let you know
that we, as abutters to the subject property at 7S$ Middie Street, Portsmouth, NH support your variance
request and feel that it will be a very pleasant addition to the neighborhood. lt does not impact parking
or impact abutting structures and conforms nicely with the area and for the historic district.

Please feel free to reach out to us in the near future if you need further support in any way. As abutters
and good neighbors, we are here to help.

All the best to you and your plans.

Kristie and Nathan Jorgensen
774 Middle Street, Unit 1

Partsmouth, Nl-+ 03801
Kristie's Cell: 603-7 67 -7 182
Email: knejorg@gmail.com

KRISTIE JORGENSEN
Vice President, Associate Broker, Realtor
Licensed in ME & NH
Legacy Properties $othehy's lnternation*l Realty
14'l L,lairre Streei. Brunswick. ME 04011
c 603-767-7182 I ME 207-200-5082
kjorg e nser: @ k:g er cys i i". co nr

Ir4yProfilt: I LegatcySlR I SothebysRealty



January gth, 2023

To Whom it May Concern:

1':' !{'t4 rrrlt-l/o -i'/-
We Shelley Vessels and Corey Vessels, own a property at 535Uaee{nrArve, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

We are abutters to/ neighbors of David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto at 765 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH.

David and Nicole have provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they are seeking relief

from the Portsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District Commission. This is

to provide notice that we have no objection to the project. We support the granting of any and all

variances or other relief required.

Very truly yours,

mfvu^a{^c>



January gth,2023

To Whom it May Concern:

5 i"-q,,*t-- \[p" r r-c,c1
We Marcia Sbe#nan and lohn SlYdman, own a property at 635 Lincoln Ave, Portsmouth, New

Hampshire. We are abutters to/ neighbors of David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto at 765 Middle Street,

Portsmouth, NH. David and Nicole have provided me with their garage/dwelling project for which they

are seeking relief from the Portsmouth zoning board of adjustment and Portsmouth Historic District

Commission. This is to provide notice that we have no objection to the project. We support the granting

of any and allvariances or other relief required.

Very truly yortt,*!

t-*--fu i \*^*-*
John r& Marcia Shearman





Broker Opinion of Value 

For  

765 Middle Street, Portsmouth NH 03801 

 

I, Terri Golter, a real estate agent from RE/MAX Shoreline, and 38 yr. veteran of the Seacoast 

and Portsmouth NH real estate, give my professional opinion that the garage addition project 

for David Sinclair and Nicole Giusto is in keeping with the neighborhood and will certainly not 

diminish any surrounding property values.   In fact, adding this new addition with the courtyard 

design, will be an enhancement to the neighborhood, and this will only increase property 

values. It will showcase the current neighborhood!  

 I sold this property in its original condition to the current owners and they have done an 

exemplary job of updating the structure and retaining the old historic design and charm, in 

keeping with the neighborhood.  They have also added a vast amount of landscaping, 

enhancing the property on this large corner lot.  In fact, they have tastefully brought out more 

of the original architectural character than could be seen in the past and have made it a show 

piece with historic preservation in mind.  

The way the new garage placement in the corner will be shaped in a courtyard design, will allow 

the neighbors privacy as well as more light and will be appealing to the eye.  David and Nicole 

have carefully planned this out so as not to diminish the neighboring home values.  Again, the 

entire project including the new garage addition will only increase neighboring property values 

by having a higher end, quality, well cared for home in their immediate vicinity, as well as 

paying attention to the historic detail. 

It is my professional opinion that the garage placement will not be a detriment to any 

neighbors, nor diminish the surrounding property values and I feel the variance should be 

granted. 

 

 

Terri Golter 

RE/MAX SHORELINE 

875 Greenland Rd, Suite 9, Portsmouth NH 

603-396-0407  
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