
Process for Foundry Garage 
Percent for Art

• Pull together the Project Planning Committee (PARC)
• Hold Community Education/Input Session (Library)
• Create RFP
• National Call for Artists
• On-site Information Session
• Review Process (Rubric)
• Semi-Finalist Interviews
• Selection
• Recommendation to Council



Public Art 
& 
Place Making
A Community Input Session Hosted by Art-Speak



Overview of Percent for Art Ordinance

• Established in 2006

• Public policy to assist and encourage the 
participation of our citizens and visitors in the 
enjoyment of the many benefits which flow 
from the arts. 

• City will allocate 1 % of total project budget, 
up to $150,000.



Projects to Date:
• Fire Station Number 2

• Portsmouth Middle School

• Second Downtown Parking Garage



Define

• Public Art is art in any media that has been 
planned and executed with the intention of 
being staged in the physical public domain, 
usually outside and accessible to all. 

• Placemaking is a multi-faceted approach to 
the planning, design and management of 
public spaces. 



• Public art projects are most effective when 
they are part of a holistic, multidisciplinary 
approach to enlivening a city or 
neighborhood.

• Public art projects that engage the 
community in the process can provide 
communities with the means to improve their 
environment.

• Public art can contribute both to community 
life and to the service and vitality of public 
spaces



?





History of Deer, Hill and Bridge Street Area

• Conducted by Monadnock Archeological 
Consulting, courtesy of Deer Street 
Associates.

• No previously recorded native American sites 
within project area.

• Commercial, industrial, residential 
development from late 18th through early 
20th Centuries.



• Part of site created by filling in portions of 
original mill pond in 18th Century.

• Late 18th, early 19th Century: series of estates 
owned by Nathanial Adams, Charles 
Brewster, William Hill, Nathan Meserve.

• Late 18th Century, the creek was dammed to 
provide power for four grist mills. 

• 19th Century brought the Raynes shipyard, 
and ship building.









• Arrival of the Railroad in 1840s changed 
industrial from ships to factories; first mills 
were cotton, wool, lumber and foundries.

• Mid 19th C, street patterns changed, 
merchants moved in. 

• Italian immigrants drawn to region as railroad 
workers, quarry men and masons. Italian 
bakeries, shops, clubs were established.



• During 20th Century, Federal urban renewal 
program slated the area for demolition and 
redevelopment. The vacant spaces within project 
area are part of failed urban renewal project.

• Street names provide evidence of former land 
use, owners, economic practices:

Tanner, named for the tanneries. 
Deer, for the Deer Tavern located near Market 
Street.
Hill and Parker, named for families.
Rock Street- named for rocky pastures adjacent on 
the west.



Public Input
• Can we use public art as a bridge that 

connects our past to the future?

• What are some words, feelings, themes that 
resonate with you about this area?

• How will we incorporate your ideas into the 
Request for Proposal? (RFP)
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RPF
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RUBRIC

• Artistic Merit
• Experience
• Maintenance
• Technical Feasibility
• Budget
• Visibility

• Accessibility
• Public Safety/Traffic Patterns
• Educational Merits
• Avg. Score/Rank/Comments
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