
LEGAL NOTICE 
             BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Adjustment will hold Public Hearings on the 
following petitions on Tuesday, September 19, 2023 starting at 7:00 p.m. in the Eileen Dondero Foley 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Municipal Complex, 1 Junkins Avenue, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
 

The request of Cynthia Austin Smith and Peter Smith (Owners), for property located at 9 Kent Street 
whereas relief is needed to demolish the existing two (2) living unit structure and construct a one (1) 
living unit structure which requires a Variance from Section 10.521 to allow a) 5,000 square feet of lot 
area where 7,500 square feet are required and b) 5,000 square feet of lot area per dwelling unit where 
7,500 square feet are required. Said property is located on Assessor Map 113 Lot 42 and lies within the 
General Residence A (GRA) District. This item was continued from the August 22, 2023 meeting to 
request more information from the applicant. 
 
The request of Caleb E. Ginsberg and Samantha L. Ginsberg (Owners), for property located at 303 
Bartlett Street whereas relief is needed to demolish the existing detached garage and construct an 
addition with attached garage which requires a Variance from Section 10.521 to allow a) seven (7) foot 
left yard where ten (10) feet is required; b) a two (2) foot right yard where ten (10) feet is required; c) 
building coverage of 27.5% where 25% is allowed; and 2) Variance from Section  10.321 to allow a 
nonconforming structure or building to be extended, reconstructed or enlarged without conforming to 
the requirements of the Ordinance. Said property s located on Assessor Map 162 Lot 13 and lies within 
the General Residence A (GRA) District.  
 
The request of J & J’s Drop and Drive LLC (Owner), for property located at 459 Islington Street 
whereas relief is needed to install a 54 square foot mural which requires the following: 1) Variance from 
Section 10.1251.10 to allow 54 square feet of aggregate sign area where 48.5 is allowed; and 2) 
Variance from Section 10.1251.20 to allow 54 square feet of individual sign area where 16 square feet is 
allowed. Said property is located on Assessor Map 157 Lot 7 and lies within the Character District 4-L2 
(CD4-L2) and Historic District.  
 
The request of Wayne G. Clough (Owner) and Sophary Sar (Applicant), for property located at 100 
Islington Street Unit 6 whereas relief is needed to allow an esthetician business which requires a 
special exception from Section 10.440, Use # 7.20 where it is permitted by Special Exception. Said 
property is located on Assessor Map 137 Lot 25-6 and lies within the Character District 4-L2 (CD4-L2) 
and Historic District.  
 

The request of Davenport Inn LLC (Owner), for property located at 70 Court Street whereas relief is 
needed for the following: 1) An after-the-fact Variance from Section 10.515.14 for six (6) existing 
permitted mechanical units with a setback of 0.5 feet from the property line; 2) Variance from Section 
10.515.14  to install a seventh mechanical unit with a setback of 0.5 feet from the property line whereas 
10 feet is required; and, in the alternative;  3) Equitable Waiver from Section 10.515.14 for the 



installation of six mechanical units with a 0.5 side yard setback. Said property is located on Assessor 
Map 116 Lot 49 and lies within the Character District 4-L1 (CD4-L1) and Historic District.  
 
The request of Marcella F. Hoekstra (Owner), for property located at 35 Whipple Court whereas 
relief is needed in the form of an equitable waiver for 1) an accessory structure with an 8.5-foot right 
yard where 10 feet was permitted and an 8-foot rear yard where 17 feet was permitted; or in the 
alternative 2.a) Variance from Section 10.521 to allow an 8,324 SF lot area/dwelling unit where 15,000 
SF is required; b) to allow a frontage of 45.83 feet where 100 feet is required; c) to allow an accessory 
structure with an 8.5 foot right yard where 10 feet is required; d) to allow an accessory structure with an 
8 foot rear yard where 9 feet is required; and e) to allow a building coverage of 26% where 20% is 
allowed. Said property is located on Assessor Map 260 Lot 98 and lies within the Single Residence B 
(SRB) District.  
 
The request of Lawrence Brewer (Owner), for property located at 253 Broad Street whereas relief is 
needed to construct an attached garage and add a second driveway, which requires the following: 1) 
Variance from Section 10.521 to allow a 7 foot side setback where 10 feet is required; and 2) Variance 
from Section 10.1114.31to allow more than one driveway per lot.  Said property is located on Assessor 
Map 131 Lot 16 and lies within the General Residence A (GRA) District. 
 
The request of Prospect North (Owner), for property located at 815 Lafayette Road whereas relief is 
needed for the demolition of the existing building and tower and the construction of three 4-story, 24-
unit multi-family buildings (72 total units) with first floor parking and associated site improvements, 
which requires the following: 1) Variance from Section 10.5B33.20 (Front Build-out) to permit a front 
build out of less than 50% of the total front yard width; and 2) Variance from Section 10.5B33.30 
(Façade Orientation) to permit a façade orientation that is not parallel with the front property line. Said 
property is located on Assessor Map 245 Lot 3 and lies within the Gateway Corridor (G1) District and 
the FEMA 100yr flood and extended flood hazard area. 

 

Members of the public also have the option to join the meeting over Zoom, a unique meeting ID and 
password will be provided once you register. Registration information will be provided on the meeting 
agenda when it is posted to the web page. For technical assistance, please contact the Planning 
Department by email (planning@cityofportsmouth.com) or by phone 603-610-7216. 
 
Those interested in submitting written comments should email planning@cityofportsmouth.com. 
Comments received by close of business the day before the meeting will be incorporated into the record 
of the meeting. Any comments received after this deadline must be submitted in person at the meeting. 

       
 Peter Britz 

                    Director of Planning and Sustainability  
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