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RENOVATION & ADDITIONS
ONE MARKET SQUARE

1 CONGRESS STREET
ONE MARKET SQUARE, LLC

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
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PROJECT NARRATIVE

REHABILITATION AND ADAPTIVE REUSE OF FOCAL 
EXISTING HISTORIC STRUCTURES ON LOT 15, WITH A 
NEW ADJACENT STRUCTURE ON LOT 14 (CURRENTLY 
A SURFACE PARKING LOT, AND PRIOR TO 1969 THE 
LOCATION OF A 3-1/2 STORY C. 1895 HOTEL).

ONE LEVEL OF BELOW GRADE PARKING IS 
PROPOSED. 

HAVEN COURT, A PRIVATE EASEMENT RIGHT OF WAY 
IS PROPOSED TO BE SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVED AND 
REGRADED PROVIDING PUBLIC ACCESS CONNECTING 
MARKET STREET TO FLEET STREET. THIS WOULD BE 
AN INTEGRAL LINK BETWEEN THE MCINTYRE'S PUBLIC 
SPACES, THROUGH COMMERCIAL ALLEY, LADD 
STREET AND HAVEN COURT TO A SMALL COURTYARD 
ON FLEET STREET. LANDSCAPING, PAVERS, SITE 
AMENITIES AND OUTDOOR LIGHTING WOULD BE 
PROVIDED TO MAKE THIS SPACE A WELCOMING 
BENEFIT TO THE COMMUNITY.

A LOT MERGER WILL BE PURSUED TO COMBINE LOTS 
14 & 15 INTO ONE SINGLE LOT, WITH A VARIANCE FOR 
UNIFORM APPLICATION OF LOT 14 HEIGHT AND 
STORIES FOR THE WHOLE MERGED LOT. 

EXISTING FOCAL BUILDINGS ON CONGRESS AND HIGH 
STREETS WILL BE REPAIRED, RESTORED AND 
BROUGHT UP TO CURRENT BUILDING AND LIFE 
SAFETY CODES.THE SMALLER WOODEN SHED 
ADDITIONS TO THE REAR OF THESE BUILDINGS WILL 
BE REPLACED WITH NEW CONSTRUCTION.
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FLEET STREET AT HAVEN COURT

LADD STREET
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The Jarvis Bock, originally known as the Fay Block, is at the northwest corner of Congress and High Streets.  This 
block consists of several connected buildings and housed a wide variety of businesses over the years including 
banks, insurers, printers, clothing, dentist, bakery/sweets, restaurant, photographers, and toys, with some 
residences above. The Roman Catholic Church held its first religious service in Portsmouth in the wooden building, 
which was torn down in 1890.
1 Congress Street  - The current three story brick and brownstone building was constructed in 1892 for National 
Mechanic and Traders Bank.  It was designed by Portsmouth architect William Ashe in a Richardsonian 
Romanesque style. Unique gabled dormers, and one of the earliest skylights in Portsmouth adorn the mansard 
roof.  Brownstone lintels, cornice & frieze band, and terracotta rosettes, a pressed metal classical roof curb (partially 
covered with contemporary flashing). The storefront corner was significantly altered in the mid 20th century. The 
current building replaced a late 18th century three-story wood hip-roofed structure, along a much taller brick parti 
wall, suggesting a taller previous structure. 
3-5 Congress Street - A stucco Italianate structure constructed in 1860, the first and second floor storefront and 
fenestration has been significantly altered. The upper floor lintels and pronounced bracketed cornice remain intact, 
with a shallow gable roof beyond. The modified second floor windows were stained glass at mid-20th century.
18 High Street - New-baroque 3 story wooden structure with unusually elaborate and ornate trim detailing.  The 
façade is topped with a distinctive shallow arched pediment. 
0 High Street (Lot 14 parking lot) – was previously the National Hotel, later known as the Dolphin Hotel, built in the 
mid 19th century. This 3 and a half story gable structure had a high level of wood detailing, trim, coining and 
brackets. It was destroyed by fire in 1969.

SANBORN MAP, 1887

SANBORN MAP, 1920

.

DOLPHIN HOTEL / NATIONAL HOTEL, C.1895

DOLPHIN HOTEL / NATIONAL HOTEL, C.1912
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MASSING STREET SECTIONS
ONE MARKET SQUAREA2.1

1" = 40'-0"1 EAST SIDE OF HIGH STREET

1" = 40'-0"2 WEST SIDE OF HIGH STREET
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MASSING STREET SECTIONS
ONE MARKET SQUAREA2.2

1" = 40'-0"1 CONGRESS STREET - NORTH SIDE

1" = 40'-0"2 Elevation 2 - c  HDC
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