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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022           TIME: 6:30 PM 

Members of the public also have the option to join the meeting over Zoom, a unique meeting 
ID and password will be provided once you register.  To register, click on the link below or 
copy and paste this into your web browser: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WSRY5TIPRsCv5uGucXE2Jg  

6:30 PM – ANTICIPATED NON-PUBLIC SESSION IS BEING HELD IN CONFERENCE ROOM A 
1. CONSIDERATION OF LEGAL ADVICE – RSA 91-A:3, II (l)

AGENDA 

*Regular portion of City Council meeting to begin at 7:00 p.m.

I. WORK SESSION – THERE IS NO WORK SESSION THIS EVENING

II. PUBLIC DIALOGUE SESSION [when applicable – every other regularly scheduled
meeting] – N/A

III. CALL TO ORDER [7:00 p.m. or thereafter]
IV. ROLL CALL
V. INVOCATION
VI. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

VII. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 19, 2022; OCTOBER 3, 2022; & OCTOBER
17, 2022 (Sample motion – move to approve and accept the minutes of the September
19, 2022; October 3, 2022; and October 17, 2022 City Council meetings)

VIII. RECOGNITIONS AND VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE REPORTS

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION (This session shall not exceed 45 minutes) – (participation
may be in person or via Zoom)

X. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND VOTE ON ORDINANCES AND/OR RESOLUTIONS

Public Hearings/Second Reading of Ordinances:

A. Public Hearing/Second reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 12 and Chapter 15 –
City’s Building Code (Sample motion – move to pass second reading and hold third
and final reading at the December 14, 2022 City Council meeting)
 PRESENTATION
 CITY COUNCIL QUESTIONS
 PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS
 ADDITIONAL COUNCIL QUESTIONS AND DELIBERATIONS

B. Public Hearing/Second reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 5, Article I – Fire
Department, Section 5.101 – Personnel and Article IX – Fire Code (Sample motion –
move to pass second reading and hold third and reading at the December 14,
2022 City Council meeting)
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 PRESENTATION
 CITY COUNCIL QUESTIONS
 PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS
 ADDITIONAL COUNCIL QUESTIONS AND DELIBERATIONS

Third and Final Reading of Ordinances: 

C. Third and final reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 1, Article IV – Commission and
Authorities, Section 1.412 – Public Art Review Committee (Sample motion – move to
pass third and final reading of the ordinance as presented)

D. Third and final reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 1, Article XVII – Funding of
Public Art, Section 1.1704 – Exemption and Section 1.1707 – Funding Accepted
(Sample motion – move to pass third and final reading of the ordinance as
presented)

XI. CITY MANAGER’S ITEMS WHICH REQUIRE ACTION

A. CITY MANAGER CONARD

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 

1. Sale of Surplus Equipment

2. *Release of Funds from the 400th Anniversary Trust

3. Access Easement for Water Services for 41 Salem Street

4. Sewer and Driveway Turnaround Easements for Property Located at 77 Meredith Way

XII. CONSENT AGENDA

(Proper Motion for Adoption of Consent Agenda – move to adopt the Consent Agenda)

A. Letter from Jennie Halstead, Executive Director of My Breast Cancer Support,
requesting permission to hold the 15th Annual Celebrate Pink 5k Walk & Run on
Sunday, September 17, 2023 (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City
Manager with Authority to Act)

B. Letter from Tina Sawtelle, The Music Hall, requesting approval for the closure of
Chestnut Street and live music for Live Under the Arch 2023 between Friday, June 30,
2023 and Sunday, September 3, 2023 (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City
Manager with Authority to Act to issue license for events)

XIII. PRESENTATIONS AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

A. Presentation – COVID Response Task Force – Recovery Solutions

B. *Presentation – PNH400 update



A g e n d a  –  C i t y  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g ,  D e c e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 2 2  
P a g e  3 | 4 

 

C. Letter from Alissa Gumprecht, Director of Development and Communications for Cross 
Roads House, requesting permission to place tables in front of North Church in 
conjunction with vigil being held on December 21, 2022. 
 

D. Email Correspondence (Sample motion – move to accept and place on file) 
 
XIV. MAYOR McEACHERN 
 

1. Appointments to be considered to the Arts and Nonprofits Committee Cultural Plan 
Subcommittee: 

 Alan Chace 
 Jeffrey Cooper 
 Ellen Fineberg 
 Gerardo Gonzalez 
 Tom Kaufhold 
 Amanda Kidd-Kestler 
 Robin Lurie-Meyerkopf 
 John Mayer 
 Karen Rosania 
 Emma Stratton 
 Karen Battles (Alternate) 
 Suzanne Danforth (Alternate) 
 Ed Simeone (Alternate) 

 
2. *Appointment to be Voted: 

 Appointment of David Rheaume to the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 

XV. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

A. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. *Approval of 2023 City Council May Budget Meeting Schedule 

 
B. COUNCILOR MOREAU 
 
1.  *Sample Motion - to extend the Neighborhood Pilot Program through June 30, 

2023, for the purposes of developing, adopting and implementing ordinance 
changes to create a neighborhood parking program for downtown adjacent 
areas.  This effort would specifically include the development of a program for 
the neighborhood from Cornwall to Bridge Street which is currently in the pilot 
program. 

 
The ordinance could also establish a process for consideration of other neighborhoods 
adjacent to the downtown.  For example, the ordinance could describe a petition 
process by which neighborhoods could petition for consideration for a neighborhood 
parking program with a referral to the Parking and Traffic and Safety Committee for 
consideration and recommendation if a certain threshold of interest was met.  
Alternatively, the City Council could accomplish this process through a City Council 
policy.  There is an assumption that other neighborhoods may be interested in a parking 
program. 
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C. COUNCILOR BAGLEY 
 
1. Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Action Sheet and Minutes of the October 6, 2022 

meeting (Tabled at the November 14, 2022 City Council meeting) (Sample motion – 
move to approve and accept the action sheet and minutes of the October 6, 2022 
Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting) 
 

2. Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Action Sheet and Minutes of the November 3, 
2022 meeting (Sample motion – move to approve and accept the action sheet and 
minutes of the November 3, 2022 Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting) 

 
3. *Free On-street parking for up to Three Hours from Saturday, December 17th through 

Monday, December 26th in Celebration of the Holiday Season.  We hope residents and 
visitors will take advantage of this and support Portsmouth’s wonderful, local small 
businesses, restaurants and non-profits. 

 
D. COUNCILOR BLALOCK 
 
1.       *Portsmouth Skatepark Fundraising Update and Acknowledgements 

 
XVI. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS 

 
A. Donation to the Cemetery Committee from Kerry and Peter Rubenstein for Cemetery 

Projects - $2,001.38 (Sample motion – move to approve and accept the donation 
from Kerry and Peter Rubenstein for Cemetery Projects - $2,001.38) 

 
XVII.  CITY MANAGER’S INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

1. *McIntyre Update 
2. *Report Back on Funding for Greater Portsmouth Recovery Ready Community Coalition 
3. Report Back on Outdoor Dining 

 
XVIII. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS INCLUDING BUSINESS REMAINING UNFINISHED AT 

PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
XIX. ADJOURNMENT [at 10:30 p.m. or earlier] 
 
 

*Indicates verbal report 
 
 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC/CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 



 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX        PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022     TIME: 7:00PM  
 
Councilor Denton moved to close the Non-Public Sessions and seal the minutes of the first item  
and not seal the minutes for the second matter.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
III. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor McEachern called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
IV. ROLL CALL 

 
PRESENT: Mayor McEachern, Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilors Tabor, Denton, Moreau, 

Bagley, Lombardi, Blalock, and Cook (via zoom) 
 
V. INVOCATION 

 
Mayor McEachern announced to the City Council that there will be a Celebration of Life for Peter 
Ronchi on October 17, 2022.  He stated that Peter lost his life in a car accident and was a 35 
year employee of the Public Works Department. 

 
VI. PLEDGE OF ALLEGINANCE 

 
Mayor McEachern led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 
PROCLAMATION 
 
1. Childhood Cancer Awareness Week 

 
Mayor McEachern read the proclamation declaring September as Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month. 
 
VII. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES (There are no minutes on for acceptance this evening) 
 
VIII. RECOGNITIONS AND VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
A. Recognition of Camila Sacco 2022 Miss New Hampshire USA 

Mayor McEachern recognized Camila Sacco a resident of Portsmouth and 2022 Miss New 
Hampshire USA, and wished her well in the competition moving forward. 
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B. Recognition of Thomas Kozikowski for Athletic Director of the Year 
 

Mayor McEachern announced that Thomas Kozikowski has been selected as the Athletic Director of 
the Year.  He presented Koz with a City of Portsmouth Coin in recognition of his accomplishment. 

 
C. Recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month 

 
Mayor McEachern recognized September as Hispanic Heritage Month.  Assistant Mayor Kelley 
announced that the BIPOC Festival will be held on Sunday, September 25th at Vida Cantina featuring 
food from a number of local restaurants and musical acts. 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to suspend the rules to bring forward Item XIV. 1. – City 
Facilities Update.  Seconded by Councilor Tabor and voted.  On a unanimous roll call 9-0 vote, 
motion passed. 
 

MAYOR McEACHERN 
 
1. City Facilities Update 

 
Mayor McEachern announced that the Peirce Island Boat Launch is being named after City Attorney 
Robert P. Sullivan in recognition of his 40 years of service to the City of Portsmouth. 
 
City Attorney Sullivan expressed his sincere thanks to Mayor McEachern, the City Council and City 
Manager Conard for this honor. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to suspend City Council Rule #44 Naming of Municipal Buildings, 
Parks and Facilities and name the Peirce Island Boat Launch as the Peirce Island Robert P. 
Sullivan Boat Launch.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley.   
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
Councilor Bagley moved to suspend the rules to bring forward Item XVII. 5. – City Manager’s 
Informational Item #5 – Response regarding Unexpended Bond Proceeds.  Seconded by 
Councilor Blalock.   
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
Councilor Bagley referred to the memorandum from Director of Finance and Administration Belanger 
reporting the unexpended bond proceeds for the General Fund, Parking & Transportation, Water, and 
Sewer funds collectively for year-end FY20, FY21, and FY22 were $22.5 million, $25.5 million, and 
$31.3 million respectively. 
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IX. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
Rick Becksted thanked City Attorney Sullivan for his work to the City of Portsmouth.  He said the City 
will finally receive lot 2 near the Foundry Garage.  He said he would like to remind the Council of the 
promise made for lot 6 to create work force housing.  He asked the City Council to fulfill the promises 
that were made. 
 
Peter Week spoke regarding the Worth Lot and asked at the October 24, 2022 City Council meeting 
the Worth Development Association be allowed to make a presentation. 
 
Mark Brighton spoke to a request that was made to name a park after Mark Stebbins and stated he 
does not support the request.  He feels it should be named the Ray Brighton Park because his father 
loved and did a lot for the City. 
 
Francis Cormier spoke regarding Prescott Park and the cost of improvements due to the effects of 
climate change.  He said the federal government is supposed to stop the ocean from rising, therefore 
it will not be necessary to spend City money. 
 
Esther Kennedy said she was taken back by the request for the naming of a park.  She said there 
needs to be a Committee for naming things in our City.  She also requested an update on the 
Skateboard Park. 
 
Allyn So spoke regarding freedom of speech.  He stated you must show compelling evidence of a 
violation and Prescott Park is the traditional public forum area in the City. 
 
Irish Mike spoke regarding freedom of speech in Prescott Park.  He said people are upset with the 
flag that he waves in the park. 
 
Paige Trace thanked City Attorney Sullivan for all of his work and providing assistance to the City 
Council the two years she served.  She spoke regarding the individuals in Prescott Park and how they 
have every right to choose who they wish to support. 
 
Susan Sterry spoke in support of a Blue Ribbon Committee on Archives.  She said she has had a 
hard time to research things in the City.  She said documents are scattered in different areas.  She 
said with the 400th Anniversary of the City coming up we need to decide how to preserve and store 
records. 
 
Bruce Campbell said free speech at Prescott Park is a right and these individuals are doing it 
peacefully. 
 
Paula Skelley spoke in support of free speech and allowing it in Prescott Park.  She said we need to 
follow the Bill of Rights for freedom of speech. 
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Bill Downey said he would like an update on McIntyre.  He also spoke regarding individuals at 
Prescott Park who are leaving unattended flags on chairs, which does not follow the ordinance.  He 
said parks are a special place and the ordinance needs to be enforced. 
 
James Knowles, Kittery, ME, said he uses Portsmouth as a playground.  He said people have a right 
to freedom of speech.  He stated that he appreciates the ability to hear and listen to what people have 
to say. 
 
Mark Brenner said he feels freedoms are being taken away from people.  He said he is committed to 
the freedoms of life and the right of freedom of speech. 
 
Filomena Knowles, Kittery, ME, spoke in support of freedom of speech in Prescott Park.  She said the 
City Council is realizing that any restrictions would be a violation of their first amendment rights.  She 
stated you need to listen to all voices. 
 
X. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND VOTE ON ORDINANCE AND/OR RESOLUTION 

 
A. First reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 10, Article 5A, Section 10.5A21B, Amend 

Map For Building Height Standards, Incentive Overlay Districts Sections 10.5A21.20 
Building  

 
Councilor Moreau moved to pass first reading and schedule a public hearing and second 
reading at the October 3, 2022 City Council meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Tabor. 
 
City Manager Conard said the map in the packet will be updated at the public hearing for civic 
districts. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

B. Second reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 1, Article IV, Section 1.414 – 
Commissions and Authorities 

 
Councilor Moreau moved that Chapter 1, Article IV, Section 1.414 of the ordinances of the City 
be amended as described in the memorandum from the City Attorney to the City Manager on 
that topic dated September 13, 2022 and pass second reading with third and final reading to 
be held at the October 3, 2022 City Council meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Blalock. 
 
Mayor McEachern said there have been an enormous amount of time spent on the Audit Committee, 
the finances, and how we deliver that information to the City are of upmost importance.  He said he 
supports adding a City Councilor to the Committee and appreciates the work of residents. 
 
Councilor Cook said the changes encompass discussions from the last meeting.  She said one thing 
that is not part of the ordinance is our audit firm and she feels we need to address that.  She said we 
are looking at a policy to change the auditing firm after so many years. 
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On a roll call vote 8-1, motion passed.  Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilors Tabor, Moreau, 
Bagley, Lombardi, Blalock, Cook and Mayor McEachern voted in favor.  Councilor Denton 
voted opposed. 

 
XI. CITY MANAGER’S ITEMS WHICH REQUIRE ACTION 

 
A. CITY MANAGER CONARD 
 
1. Approval of Welfare Guidelines 

 
City Manager Conard said that Welfare Administrator Tully is here to answer any questions regarding 
approval of the guidelines.  She advised the Council that pet food has not been allowed in the 
guidelines in the past.   

 
Councilor Bagley asked how pet food could be allowed for service animals.  Ms. Tully said she would 
use discretion in that circumstance.  Ms. Tully said that service animals have specific language in 
terms of assistance and needs. 
 
Councilor Tabor said he would vote in favor of changes.  Ms. Tully said the guidelines make things 
very clear.  Ms. Tully requested to amend Page 26, Item H, entitled Burials.  She indicated that the 
payment for the burial of City indigents is limited to $750.00 and she is recommending increasing it to 
$1,000.00. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to amend Page 26, Item H, entitled Burials – that the Payment for the 
burial of City indigents is limited to $750.00 be increased to $1,000.00.  Seconded by Councilor 
Tabor. 
 
On a roll call vote 8-1, motion passed.  Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilors Tabor, Denton, 
Moreau, Lombardi, Blalock, Cook and Mayor McEachern voted in favor.  Councilor Bagley 
voted opposed. 
 

2. Temporary Construction License for 64 Vaughan Street 
 
City Manager Conard reviewed the request with the City Council for the use of 10 parking spaces in 
the Worth Lot for a term of 93 days as requested.  She stated that staff has reviewed the license and 
recommend approving the request. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved that the City Manager be authorized to execute and accept the 
temporary construction license to encumber 650 square feet of the alley that abuts the 
property and connects Hanover Street to the Worth Lot for a term of 104 days and for the use 
of ten (10) parking spaces in the Worth Lot for a term of 93 days as requested.  Seconded by 
Councilor Bagley. 
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Discussion of traffic and its flow was held and reviewed by the Council and Shane Forsley, General 
Manager for Hampshire Development Corporation.  Mr. Forsley spoke to the crane set-up at the base 
of the alley for erecting steel.  Mayor McEachern said the crane needs to be placed in that location 
because of stability issues.  He also spoke regarding notifying the abutters as to where there will be 
impacts to the area. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

3. Approval of Employment Agreement with Fire Chief McQuillen 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to approve the proposed agreement as presented.  Seconded 
by Councilor Bagley. 
 
Councilor Blalock said he is very excited to see Chief McQuillen serving as Chief of the Fire 
Department. 
 
Councilor Moreau said Fire Chief McQuillen will make a great chief and expressed her support. 
 
Councilor Tabor said he is pleased that Chief McQuillen will maintain residence in the City. 
 
Mayor McEachern expressed his thanks to Fire Chief McQuillen and his wife Molly, and looks forward 
to the job the chief will do for the department. 
 
On a unanimous roll call 9-0, motion passed. 
 

4. Approval of Agreement with School Custodial Supervisors Union 
 
City Manager Conard said the agreement was included in the packet for review by the Council.  She 
recommended its approval as presented. 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to approve the proposed agreement as presented.  Seconded 
by Councilor Moreau.   
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

5. Request to Schedule a Work Session for Stormwater Utility Feasibility 
 
City Manager Conard suggested October 17th for the Work Session to be conducted. 
 
Councilor Tabor moved to schedule a work session on October 17, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. to 
present the preliminary findings and recommendations of this study and discuss steps the 
City may take to implement a stormwater utility enterprise fund.  Seconded by Assistant 
Mayor Kelley. 
 
Councilor Tabor said compliance is required by the City. 
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Mayor McEachern said he supports this and spoke to him joining City Manager Conard and Deputy 
Public Works Director Goetz at Pease with Senator Shaheen to review these matters.   
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

6. Foundry Place LLC Deed Acceptance for Property Located at 88-99 Foundry Place and 
0 Deer Street 

 
City Manager Conard requested the approval for accepting the deed for the property. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to authorize the City Manager to accept and record a community 
space deed over 88-99 Foundry Place and a Warranty Deed for Lot 2 in substantially similar 
form to the deeds from Foundry Place LLC contained in the agenda packet.  Seconded by 
Assistant Mayor Kelley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
XII. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Request from Lisa DeGloria, Good Dog Gallery, to install a Projecting Sign at 135 

Market Street, Unit G (Anticipated action - move to approve the aforementioned 
Projecting Sign License as recommended by the Planning Director, and further, 
authorize the City Manager to execute the License Agreement for this request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations 

• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and form; 
 
• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done at to 

the City; and 
 

• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure resulting from 
the installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, for any reason shall 
be restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review and acceptance 
by the Department of Public Works 

 B. Letter from Chris Carragher, Seacoasts Paddleboard Club, requesting permission to 
hold the 5th Annual Halloween Costume Paddle on Sunday, October 30, 2022 from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Peirce Island Boat Ramp (Anticipated action – move 
to refer to the City Manager with Authority to Act) 

 
C.  Pro Portsmouth 2023 Various Events Request (Anticipated action – move to refer to 

the City Manager with Authority to Act) 
 

D.  Eversource Petitions and Pole License Requests: 
• Installation of 4 poles on Peverly Hill Road #63-0696 
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with Authority to Act) 
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Councilor Moreau moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 

 
XIII. PRESENTATIONS AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 
A. Email Correspondence 

 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to accept and place on file.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

B. Request to Rename the North Mill Pond Park in Honor of Mark Stebbins 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to schedule a work session to consider this request.  Seconded by 
Councilor Bagley. 
 
Mayor McEachern said he supports having a work session. 
 
Councilor Moreau asked if the Council would discuss this name or other names as well. 
 
Councilor Cook suggested that the City Council have a discussion around the policy of naming things 
in the future.  She said we need clear guidelines to follow. 
 
Councilor Tabor said he agrees with Councilor Cook.  He said the Council really needs to look at this 
and what we are looking to bestow. 
 
Councilor Blalock said there is a policy in the Recreation Department and guidelines for these type of 
requests. 
 
Mayor McEachern said he would like to include the current process we follow for discussion at the 
work session. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

C. Request for Paper Street for Joffre Avenue 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to refer to the Planning Board and Assessor for report back.  
Seconded by Councilor Bagley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
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D. Letter from Peter Weeks regarding Worth Lot 
 
Councilor Cook asked that City Manager Conard consider allowing Peter Weeks to speak on this 
request.  City Manager Conard said several meetings have been held with Mr. Weeks on the request 
and there is no need to bring the request to the City Council. 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to refer to the City Manager for report back.  Seconded by 
Councilor Bagley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
XIV. MAYOR McEACHERN 
 

2. Appointments to be Voted: 
• Appointment of Luis Rodriguez to the Cable Television & Communications 

Commission 
• Appointment of Torey L. Brooks to the Sustainable Practices Blue Ribbon 

Committee 
• Reappointment of Patricia Bagley to the Trees and Public Greenery Committee 
• Appointment of Jeffrey Mattson as an Alternate to the Zoning Board of Adjustment 

 
Councilor Blalock moved to appoint Luis Rodriguez to the Cable Television & 
Communications Commission until April 1, 2024; appointment of Torey L. Brooks to the 
Sustainable Practices Blue Ribbon Committee; reappointment of Patricia Bagley to the Trees 
and Public Greenery Committee until September 3, 2025; and appointment of Jeffrey Mattson 
as an Alternate to the Zoning Board of Adjustment until December 1, 2023.  Seconded by 
Councilor Moreau. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
XV. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
A. ASSISTANT MAYOR KELLEY 
 
1. Legislative Subcommittee’s recommendations on the NHMA 2023-2024 Proposed 

Legislative Policy Positions and Principles 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to appoint the Mayor or his designee to act as a delegate at the 
NHMA Legislative Policy Conference and move to accept and approve NHMA’s Proposed 
Legislative Principles and the 2023-2024 Proposed Legislative Policy Positions as 
recommended by the Legislative Subcommittee.  Seconded by Councilor Moreau. 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley said there will be a NHMA conference and Mayor McEachern will be voting on 
behalf of the City Council. 
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On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 

 
2. Removal of taxi only parking spots downtown and across the city as the taxi 

commission has been dissolved 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to refer to the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee for report 
back at the October 24, 2022 City Council meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

3. Request for a Report Back from the Recreation Department and the Department of 
Public Works on creating a disc golf course at Community Campus 

 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to refer the request for report back to the Recreation 
Department and Department of Public Works on creating a disc golf course at Community 
Campus.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley. 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley said the initial cost of this project is $25,000.00.  She said that this is an 
affordable activity for all. 

 
Councilor Tabor asked City Manager Conard what are the total acres at Community Campus.  City 
Manager Conard advised the City Council that it is 36 acres.  He said if we want affordable housing 
out at Community Campus might we be smarter to work with 12 acres that are wetlands and are 
undevelopable for the disc golf course. 
 
Councilor Moreau said we have more options other than Community Campus.   
 
Councilor Cook said she echoes the comments of Councilor Moreau.  She said we need to find an 
appropriate space and the perfect location for this kind of activity. 
 
Councilor Blalock thanked Assistant Mayor Kelley for bringing this forward.  He said several residents 
have brought up the need for disc golf courses in the City.  
 
Councilor Bagley thanked Assistant Mayor Kelley for her work on this matter.  He spoke to how well 
this request was presented and said other could use this as a template for requests coming forward. 
 
Mayor McEachern said the CIP submissions are due September 30th and thanked Assistant Mayor 
Kelley for her work on this matter. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
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B. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. The 3rd Annual Portsmouth EV Show 

 
Councilor Denton reported the 3rd Annual Portsmouth EV Show will be held at the Bridge Street Lot 
on October 2, 2022 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

 
C. COUNCILOR BAGLEY 
 
1. Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Action Sheet and Minutes of September 1, 2022 

 
Councilor Bagley moved to accept and approve the action sheet and minutes of the 
September 1, 2022 Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting.  Seconded by Assistant 
Mayor Kelley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

Action Item Needing Approval by City Council: 
• Portwalk Place, request for renewal of valet license agreements, by business owner 

 
Councilor Bagley moved to approve renewal of the valet license agreement for Parade 
Residence Hotel, LLC for a term of 1 year and to approve renewal of the valet license 
agreement for Portsmouth HI, LLC for a term of 1 year.  Seconded by Councilor Moreau. 
 
On a unanimous roll call 9-0 vote, motion passed. 
 

D. COUNCILOR LOMBARDI 
 
1. Archive Historical Documents 

 
Councilor Lombardi moved to establish a Blue Ribbon Task Force to Study the Establishment 
of a Private/Public partnership to Properly Archive Historical Documents relating to the City of 
Portsmouth.  The details related to the need for the work of the Task Force are outlined in the 
agenda packet.  Seconded by Councilor Denton. 
 
Councilor Lombardi said the history of Portsmouth is so important and recognizable.  He said he 
would like to see the development of a process for archiving documents for the City.  He is proposing 
a public/private partnership and would like a report back to the City Council. 
 
Councilor Moreau thanked Councilor Lombardi for this idea and would like to make it as electronic as 
possible. 
 
Councilor Tabor thanked Councilor Lombardi on this matter and said it is well thought out.  He said 
there is a need for long term storage and to have materials accessible to the public. 
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Councilor Bagley commended Councilor Lombardi for bringing this forward.  He said there are very 
few Athenian’s in the country.  He said we need a repository so we don’t lose any of these 
documents. 
 
Councilor Cook thanked Councilor Lombardi for bringing this forward and shepherding this through 
the Governance Committee.  She asked City Attorney Morrell if it is acceptable for her to vote on this 
motion where she is a member of the Athenian and the Daughters of American Revolution.   
City Attorney Morrell said it is appropriate to state you are a member of the groups and as long as 
funds are not being put in your pocket you are ok to vote on this motion. 
 
Mayor McEachern said documents on the history of the City are important and need to be preserved. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
XVI. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS 

 
A. Approval of Critical Flood Risk Infrastructure Grant from NHDES - $275,000.00 

 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to accept the grant in the amount of $275,000.00 as presented.  
Seconded by Councilor Bagley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 

  
XVII. CITY MANAGER’S INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. Reminder to Public for CIP Deadline 
2. Recycling Center Card Reader Update 

 
City Manager Conard reminded the public that the CIP deadline is September 30th and reported that 
the Recycling Center is now accepting credit cards. 
 

6. McIntyre Update 
 
City Manager Conard provided a brief update on McIntyre.  She reported we continue to track on 
schedule with the time line initiated back in March of this year and we expect to achieve 50% design 
by mid-October.  She said this week we anticipate drafts from outside counsel relative to the 
Development Agreement and Ground Lease from which we will continue to work on the pro-forma 
and understanding the financial contributions for both sides. 
 

3. Report Back on Outdoor Pool 
 
City Manager Conard provided an update regarding the renovations at the Outdoor Pool and 
announced the pool is slated to reopen Wednesday, October 5th. 
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4. Report Back from the Legal Department on Prescott Park Public Forum Area 
 
Mayor McEachern referred to City Attorney Sullivan’s memorandum regarding Prescott Park Public 
Forum Areas which clarifies our rules surrounding public assembly. 

 
XVIII. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS INCLUDING BUSINESS REMAINING UNFINISHED AT 

PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley announced that the Big Brother Big Sister Annual Stiletto Race is being held 
downtown on Saturday, September 24, 2022. 
 
XIX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 9:25 p.m., Councilor Bagley moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley and 
voted. 
 

 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC/CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX        PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2022      TIME: 7:00PM  
 
Councilor Moreau moved to close the Non-Public Sessions and seal the minutes.  Seconded by 
Assistant Mayor Kelley and voted. 
 
III. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor McEachern called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
IV. ROLL CALL 

 
PRESENT: Mayor McEachern, Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilors Tabor, Denton, Moreau, 

Bagley, Lombardi, Blalock, and Cook  
 
V. INVOCATION 

 
Mayor McEachern asked everyone to hold in their hearts those that have suffered from Hurricane 
Ian. 

 
VI. PLEDGE OF ALLEGINANCE 

 
Mayor McEachern led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 
1. Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

 
Mayor McEachern read the Proclamation declaring October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
 

2. Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
 
Mayor McEachern read the Proclamation declaring October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  
Members from Haven came forward to accept the proclamation with thanks and gratitude. 
 
VIII. RECOGNITIONS AND VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Recognition of State Representative Laura Pantelakos 
 
Mayor McEachern recognized State Representative Laura Pantelakos for her 44 consecutive terms 
representing Portsmouth over the last 22 years.  Mayor McEachern said he has looked up to Laura 
his whole life and her quality of work. 
 
State Representative Pantelakos thanked the City Council for recognizing her this evening.  She said 
she is very proud and thanked the residents of Portsmouth for honoring her by voting for her to 
represent the City of Portsmouth for 44 consecutive terms. 
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VII. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – AUGUST 1, 2022 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to approve and accept the minutes of the August 1, 2022 City 
Council meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Tabor and voted. 
 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
Mark Brighton said if a member of the City Council feels that your vote could be considered a conflict 
of interest, you should not be voting on the subject. 
 
Irish Mike spoke regarding flags in Prescott Park and said that Trump supporters are not creating a 
problem in the park.  He said he has never had an issue with the Police Department and the City 
Council needs to address the people being nasty to others. 
 
Sue Polidura said the Audit Committee is problematic with the number of members and asked what 
would happen in the case of a tie vote.  She said the City needs a new audit firm and auditor to 
conduct the audit for the City. 
 
Chris White said he is amazed at the length the City Council will go to change the Audit Committee.  
He said an independent auditor needs to conduct the audit. 
 
Francis Cormier spoke regarding the renovation plans for Prescott Park and said the City is expecting 
to pay a great deal of money for upgrades to the park.   
 
Petra Huda expressed concern with a City Councilor being the Chair of the Audit Committee.  She 
asked if all Boards and Commissions are going to be dictated to have a Councilor serve as Chair. 
 
Liza Hewitt spoke regarding the Audit Committee and asked why does the Council feel they need to 
add another Councilor to the Committee.  She urged the Council not to vote in favor of the changes 
as prepared to the ordinance. 
 
Esther Kennedy said she is glad that the Skateboard Park will break ground in the spring of 2023.  
She asked that cameras be installed to monitor the areas.  She also spoke regarding the auditor 
selection and stated that should go out to bid. 
 
Arthur Clough spoke regarding questions he has regarding Planning Director Zendt’s resume. 
 
Fred Orlando said there are no issues at Prescott Park and we should not prejudge people because 
of the uniform they wear or the flag they wave.   
 
Nancy Pearson thanked the City Council for accepting the bench donation for Vernon Boardman.  
She said his family is so touched and proud.  She spoke on revisions to public art policies.  She said 
in lieu of Art Speak we would have a Public Art Committee which is part of our history in Portsmouth. 
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Mark Brenner said the City Council approved Phase I of the transformation of Prescott Park.  He said 
many residents don’t know about the project or how much it will cost, which has increased greatly. 
 
Shane Sunderland, Dover, NH said he sits with Mark in the park and there has never been any 
issues.  He said if there is no violation occurring, Mark should be able to continue to sit in Prescott 
Park. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to suspend the rules in order to bring forward Item XV. C.1. – 
Presentation from Ernie Greenslade and Valerie Rochon regarding the Portsmouth NH 400 
Legacy projects pillar and the sculpture garden they are working towards installing in a public 
park and the RFP that has been created together the art communities’ ideas.  Seconded by 
Councilor Denton and voted. 
 
XV. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

C. COUNCILOR MOREAU & COUNCILOR COOK 
 
1. Presentation from Ernie Greenslade and Valerie Rochon regarding the Portsmouth NH 

400 Legacy projects pillar and the sculpture garden they are working towards installing 
in a public park and the RFP that has been created together the art communities ideas 

 
Ms. Greenslade provided a brief presentation on the 400 Legacy projects pillar and the sculpture 
garden.  She reported that one art installation will occur during the 400th celebration.  She said the 
new sculpture garden will have a maritime theme, celebrating the river and all that is connecting with 
it through public art, which will be located in the Bohenko Park. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to accept the donation and approve the placement of sculptures to 
be commissioned by Portsmouth NH 400 in the public property known as Bohenko Park.  
Seconded by Councilor Cook. 
 
Councilor Blalock thanked Councilor Moreau, Councilor Cook and Ms. Greenslade for bringing this 
matter forward as not to delay the project. 
 
Councilor Cook said the establishment of the Public Art Committee will come forward this evening.  
She stated that this is a great opportunity and serves as an example to us to look at public art. 
 
Motion passed. 

 
X. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND VOTE ON ORDINANCE AND/OR RESOLUTION 
 

Public Hearing/Second Reading of Ordinance: 
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A. Public Hearing/Second Reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 10, Article 5A, Section 
10.5A21B, Amend Map For Building Height Standards, Incentive Overlay Districts 
Sections 10.5A21.20 – Building Height Standards, Section 10.5A21.21 & 10.5A21.22, 
Section 10.5A43.32 – Building and Story Heights, Section 10.1530 – Terms of General 
Applicability 

 
Mayor McEachern read the legal notice, declared the public hearing open and called for speakers. 
 
Planning Director Zendt provided a presentation which looked at code clean-up, ADU developments, 
and incentive amendments to place higher standards for the ordinance.  She said this will allow the 
ordinance to be consistently followed by staff.  She reviewed the changes on height and scale 
standards.  She reviewed the time line for the review by the Planning Board. 
 
Discussion followed among the Council regarding the map and its coloring. 
 
Esther Kennedy said she was surprised this was not brought forward to the Historic District 
Commission.  She said we need public input on what we want for the City.  She asked why we are 
not looking at our master plan and affordable housing.  She suggested conducting a Charette on 
these changes. 
 
Petra Huda asked if this protects our historic character.  She said Portsmouth is unique and we need 
to remain that way to keep us different from every other community. 
 
After three calls and no further speakers, Mayor McEachern declared the public hearing closed. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to pass second reading and hold third and final reading at the 
October 24, 2022 City Council meeting as presented.  Seconded by Councilor Tabor. 
 
Mayor McEachern said that this is a clean-up of the ordinance that will be consistent and understood 
by the public.  He commended the Planning Department for their work on this ordinance. 
 
Councilor Tabor said he supports the ordinance and clarity has been brought where it was needed. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

B. Third and final reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 1, Article IV, Section 1.414 – 
Commissions and Authorities 

 
Councilor Moreau moved to pass third and final reading of the Ordinance as presented.  
Seconded by Councilor Tabor. 
 
Councilor Moreau spoke to the make-up of the Committee and said having an even number of 
individuals on the Committee is not an issue. 
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Deputy City Manager/Deputy City Attorney Woodland said it is important to retain municipal 
experience on the Committee. 
 
Councilor Bagley moved to postpone third and final reading until the October 24, 2022 City 
Council meeting.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to suspend the rules in order to bring back second reading of the 
Ordinance to allow for amendments.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley and voted on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

 
Councilor Cook moved to amend Section A to reinsert the original language of the ordinance 
around terms for the appointed members that are not City Councilors.  Further, to amend 
Section B to eliminate the last sentence – The Audit Committee will be able to retain the 
services of professionals, as necessary, in municipal finance and audits, and experts hired 
will have no past employment as City staff or current relationships therewith, or employment 
with the auditing firm or current relationships therewith, and shall be independent.  Seconded 
by Councilor Moreau and voted.  Councilors Tabor and Denton voted opposed. 
 
Motion to postpone passed.  Councilor Denton voted opposed. 
 
XI. CITY MANAGER’S ITEMS WHICH REQUIRE ACTION 
 

A. CITY MANAGER CONARD 
 
1. Request to Establish Polling Hours 

 
City Manager Conard said that City Clerk Barnaby is requesting the polling hours to be established 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the State General Election. 
 
Councilor Denton moved to establish polling hours for the November 8th General Election 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Seconded by Councilor Blalock and voted. 
 

2. Right of Way Easement Deeds for properties located on Chevrolet Avenue 
 
City Manager Conard advised the City Council that the Planning Board granted approval for a Right 
of Way Easement Deed to the owner of the property.  She stated that the owner secured an 
agreement with the abutter for an easement. 
 
Councilor Moreau moved to authorize the City Manager to accept and record the Right of Way 
and Utility Easement Deeds in substantially similar form to the easement deeds from Public 
Land Holdings LLC and Catherine R. Whelan contained in the agenda packet.  Seconded by 
Assistant Mayor Kelley. 
 
Councilor Moreau said this has always been a private way and we would want rights for accessing 
utilities under the street. 
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Motion passed. 

 
XII. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Letter from Jake Dodge, The Greg Hill Foundation, requesting permission to hold the 10th 
Annual Jingle All The Way 5k Road Race on December 10, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. 
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with Authority to Act) 

 
B. Letter from Matt Junkin, Seacoast Rotary, requesting permission to hold the 14th Annual 

Turkey Trot 5k on Thursday, November 24, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. (Anticipated action – 
move to refer to the City Manager with Authority to Act) 

 
C. Letter from Kathryn Garcia & Joanne Wolfe, Alliance for Greater Good, requesting 

permission to use South Mill Pond and adjacent areas for the Portsmouth 400 Lantern 
Festival on Saturday, September 30, 2023 (rain date of Sunday, October 1, 2023 
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with Authority to Act) 

 
D. Letter from Tina Sawtelle, The Music Hall, requesting approval for the closure of Chestnut 

Street on Monday, October 24, 2022 for Strategic HR’s Conference from 7:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with Authority to 
Act) 

 

E. Letter from Laurie Mantegari, Scarecrows of the Port Committee, requesting permission 
to place scarecrows in designated locations throughout the downtown area for the 14th 
year beginning Sunday, October 16, 2022 through Sunday, November 6, 2022 
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with Authority to Act) 

 
Councilor Blalock moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley 
and voted. 
 
XIII. PRESENTATIONS AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Email Correspondence 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to accept and place on file.  Seconded by Councilor Lombardi 
and voted. 
 

B. Letter from James Albion, Generations United, Inc. d/b/a Generations Arcade LLC, 
requesting an open discussion regarding possibly opening one of their Console Arcades 
at the Skateboard Park 

 
Councilor Tabor moved to accept the letter and place it on file.  Seconded by Councilor 
Moreau and voted. 
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C. Letters from Bob Newby regarding Dog Ordinance 
 
Mayor McEachern said that these letters will require more fact finding. 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to request a report back on the existing Dog Ordinance as it 
currently stands in the City and information on what is the best policies in regards to dogs 
and dog walking in other cities.  Seconded by Councilor Blalock and voted. 
 
XIV. MAYOR McEACHERN 
 

1. Letter of Recognition of Elaine Syracusa 
 
Mayor McEachern read a letter of recognition of Elaine Syracusa and her 30 years of service to the 
Recreation Board.   
 

2. Appointments to be Considered: 
• Appointment of John Mayer to the Arts & Nonprofit Committee – Cultural Plan 

Subcommittee 
• Reappointment of Everett Eaton to the Economic Development Commission 
• Reappointment of Thomas Watson to the Economic Development Commission 
• Appointment of Richard Candee to the Task Force to Study Private/Public Historical 

Archives 
• Appointment of Susan Sterry to the Task Force to Study Private/Public Historical 

Archives 
• Thomas Hardiman, Jr. to the Task Force to Study Private/Public Historical Archives 

(Not on agenda) 
• Appointment of Katinka de Ruiter to the Board of Library Trustees 
• Reappointment of Janaki Fonseka to the Board of Library Trustees 

 
The City Council considered the appointments listed above, which will be acted upon at the October 
24, 2022 City Council meeting. 
 

3. Request to Change Date of December 19, 2022 City Council meeting 
 
Councilor Cook moved to change the City Council meeting date of December 19, 2022 to 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022.  Seconded by Councilor Blalock and voted. 
 
XV. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

A. COUNCILOR TABOR 
 
1. Citizen Input into ARPA Funding, 2022 Recreation Study and Community Campus 
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Councilor Tabor moved to authorize the City Manager to implement a citywide survey process 
to determine residents’ values and priorities for use of ARPA funds, updated city recreation 
initiatives, and future use of the Community Campus and adjoining property.  Seconded by 
Councilor Blalock. 
 
Councilor Tabor said we want to provide a responsive process for more public process.  He 
suggested doing a survey, muck like Community Campus.  He stated we could use technology for the 
Recreation Study and input on ARPA funding.  He further stated that Community Campus made 
sense to ask taxpayers what they would like to see there, if we could get a survey.  Councilor Tabor 
said flash vote would enable us to get a broad scope and we would get good data for making 
decisions.  He stated we need to reach out and engage the public. 
 
Councilor Bagley said he is concerned with not having three different surveys. 
 
Councilor Blalock said we are looking for more opportunities to engage the public on the Recreation 
Study.  He stated any chance to listen to the community and represent them is important. 
 
Councilor Cook said this is an important proposal coming from Councilor Tabor.  We usually hear 
negative comments and we would hear positive comments with a survey.  She stated this would 
provide actual data and real data points for making decisions as a Council. 
 
Councilor Lombardi echoed the comments made by Councilors Bagley, Blalock and Cook.  He said 
we are looking for more involvement from the residents.  He stated it is the Council’s responsibility to 
deliver more data and engage more residents. 
 
Motion passed. 
 

B. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. Climate Change Impacts 

 
Councilor Denton moved that the Legal Department explore potential legal remedies to 
recover costs incurred by the City of Portsmouth, residents, and businesses due to climate 
change impacts.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley and voted. 
 

D. COUNCILOR COOK 
 
1. Public Art Policy/Ordinances 

• Public Art Policy Changes 
• Amendment to Article 17 – Funding of Public Art Ordinance 
• Draft Public Art Review Committee Ordinance 

 
Councilor Cook said these ordinances and policies work as a package.  She said current funding has 
a few gaps in working through the ordinance.  She said the City Council will set up a public art review 
committee based on guidelines and clarifies those things that currently are not clear. 
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Councilor Cook moved to bring forward for first reading at the October 24, 2022 City Council 
meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Denton. 
 
Councilor Blalock thanked Councilor Cook and the Governance Committee for bringing these items 
forward. 
 
Motion passed. 
 

2. Auditor Rotation Policy 
 
Councilor Cook reported that this is a policy from the Governance Committee which will clarify for 
residents that a principle auditor and principle team all change every five years. She said that we only 
have two companies in New Hampshire that submit bids.   
 
Councilor Tabor spoke to the policies and said we have a competitive process.  He said the contracts 
would be for three years and over time we will put the City auditor out to bid.  He said we will require 
the team and lead auditor and principle team would need to change. 
 
Mayor McEachern said we might want the Audit Committee to review and weigh in on policies.  He 
said we are working to bring the best firm to Portsmouth.   
 
Councilor Moreau moved to recommend that the Auditor Rotation Policy be reviewed by the 
Audit Committee with a report back to the City Council.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley. 
 
Councilor Bagley said that this motion belongs with the City Council and spoke to our Triple A bond 
rating and the importance of having that in place.  He said we will put this out to bid over the next 25 
years and only get one or two responses.  He said the reason we had the same company for 25 
years was because things were going so well in the City and we are one of the premier cities in the 
country. 
 
On a roll call vote 7-2, motion passed.  Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilors Tabor, Denton, 
Moreau, Lombardi, Blalock and Mayor McEachern voted in favor.  Councilors Bagley and Cook 
voted opposed. 
 

E. COUNCILOR BLALOCK 
 
1. Skateboard Park Update 

 
Councilor Blalock reported that the committee is hopeful to break ground and complete the park by 
this time next year.  He informed the Council that the price for a pump track came in at $3.7 million. 
 
Mayor McEachern thanked the Skateboard Park Committee for working to bring this project forward. 
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XVI. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS 
 

A. Approval of Donation for a Memorial Park Bench in the South Mill Pond Dog Park in 
honor of Joshua Fogel - $2,350.00 

 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to approve and accept the donation from Maggie Fogel for a 
bench in memory of Joshua Fogel as presented.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley and voted. 
 

B. Approval of Donation to the Portsmouth Police Explorers Program from the Barrington 
Fireman Association - $240.00 

 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to approve and accept the donation as presented.  Seconded 
by Councilor Blalock and voted. 
 

C. Approval of The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Grant from the NH Department 
of Justice to the Victim Witness Advocate position – includes a cash match contribution 
- $25,025.00 

 
Assistant Mayor Kellley moved to approve and accept the grant to the Police Department as 
presented.  Seconded by Councilor Moreau and voted. 
 

D. Approval of The Office of Highway Safety Grant from the NH Department of Safety 
which includes thirteen different highway safety initiatives – includes a 20% match - 
$53,510.66 

 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to approve and accept the grant to the Police Department as 
presented.  Seconded by Councilor Cook and voted. 
 
XVII. CITY MANAGER’S INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. McIntyre Update 
 
City Manager Conard provided a brief update regarding McIntyre and reported the McIntyre group 
continues to meet every Tuesday and work to advance all parts of the effort.  She also informed the 
Council that the Legal Department has started to review a draft of the development agreement. 
 

2. Report Back Re: Demolition Ordinance 
 
City Manager Conard said the Historic District Commission and Planning Board worked together on 
this matter.  She spoke to the memorandum that outlines the recommendations that could be followed 
and she could direct staff to bring a draft recommendation to the City Council or Governance 
Committee. 
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Councilor Lombardi said it is important not to lose the character of neighborhoods.  He said you 
cannot stop demolition outside the historic district.  He spoke to an appeal process through legislation 
to protect the character and building of a neighborhood. 
 
Councilor Moreau said she would like to see a draft ordinance come back with things we can change. 
 

Councilor Tabor said he would like to know legally what is the longest we could delay a project and 
would that be integrated into the ordinance. 
 

Assistant City Attorney McCourt said this provides opportunities for the public to weigh in which is 
important. 
 

Councilor Cook spoke regarding preserving homes outside the historic district and would like to see 
more work done on the ordinance.  She said if we extended the historic district it would protect some 
properties, but extending the district creates a double edge sword. 
 

Councilor Bagley said he would not support anything beyond 90 days.  He said there are rights for 
properties and he feels this crosses the line. 
 

Councilor Moreau moved to request staff review the recommendation brought forward and 
draft a new ordinance that is legally sufficient.  Seconded by Councilor Blalock. 
 
Mayor McEachern said people want a process, and there is more to gain by preserving a structure.  
He said we could not withhold the right to do something as it would increase the cost of homes. 
 

Motion passed. 
 

XVIII. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS INCLUDING BUSINESS REMAINING UNFINISHED AT 
PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
Councilor Bagley said on Thursday the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee will discuss changes to 
the Neighborhood Parking Program in the Islington Creek Neighborhood. 
 
Councilor Tabor requested that the Community Campus webpage include an updated map of the 
entire 36 acre site. 
 
Councilor Cook moved to schedule a Work Session and Public Dialogue Session sometime in 
the future regarding Community Campus.  Seconded by Councilor Tabor and voted. 

 
XIX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 9:50 p.m., Councilor Blalock moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Kelley and 
voted. 
 

 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC/CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 



SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX        PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2022      TIME: 5:15PM  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor McEachern called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

 
III. ROLL CALL 

 
PRESENT: Mayor McEachern, Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilors Tabor, Denton (5:20 p.m.), 

Moreau, Bagley, Lombardi, Blalock, and Cook 
 
III. ANITICIPATED NON-PUBLIC SESSION – CONSIDERATION OF LEGAL ADVICE – RSA 91-

A:3,II (I) – DSA LITIGATION 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to enter into Non-Public Session regarding Consideration of 
Legal Advice – RSA 91-A:3,II (I) – DSA Litigation.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley and voted. 
 
IV. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION – TO CONSIDER DSA LITIGATION 

 
At 6:20 p.m., Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to leave the Non-Public Session and seal the 
minutes.  Seconded by Councilor Bagley and voted. 
 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
There were no speakers. 
 
Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to authorize the City Manager to execute the settlement 
agreement and limited release attached to the memorandum from City Attorney Morrell dated 
October 17, 2022 on behalf of the City.  Seconded by Councilor Blalock. 
 
On a roll call vote 7-2, motion passed.  Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilors Denton, Moreau, 
Lombardi, Blalock, Cook and Mayor McEachern voted in favor.  Councilors Tabor and Bagley 
voted opposed. 
 
Councilor Lombardi moved to schedule and notice a Special Meeting for November 1, 2022 to 
conduct a public hearing on the appropriation of the $500,000.00 payment to DSA.  Seconded 
by Assistant Mayor Kelley. 
 
On a unanimous roll call 9-0, motion passed. 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 6:25 p.m., Assistant Mayor Kelley moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilor Blalock and 
voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Kelli L. Barnaby, MMC/CNHMC 
City Clerk 



















































Are we required to have or follow a building code? Yes, RSA 155-A 
– New Hampshire State Building Code says that all buildings, 

building components, and structures constructed in New 
Hampshire shall comply with the state building code and state fire 

code.  

https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/

Information on amendments, legislation, laws, rules or regulations 
can be found on the State Building Code Review Board Website

https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/




July of 2022 the State adopted the 2018 version of the International Codes and 
the 2020 National Electrical Code / NFPA 70





Single chapter, 20 pages, easy to 
read and follow!

7 pages of “Scope and 
Administration” which includes 
permit requirements, appeals and 
violations.

The revised ordinance offers 
clarifications, definitions and 
regulations that dovetail with our 
local zoning.

Additional regulations help to 
protect our sewer treatment 
facility and the community as a 
whole



1203.7 Smoke alarms 
1203.7.1 Power source. Smoke 

alarms shall be supplied by a 
branch circuit that also supplies 
lighting loads serving habitable 
spaces. Smoke alarm circuit(s) 
shall be clearly labeled in the 
electric panel. The branch 
overcurrent protective device 
supplying the smoke alarms 
shall be clearly labeled “Smoke 
Alarms” in a manner that 
distinguishes it from other 
overcurrent protective devices.

1204.4 Minimum water heater 
temperatures. Tank type water 
heaters and indirect fired hot water 
storage tanks shall be maintained at 
a minimum temperature of 140 
degrees F (60 degrees C) and shall 
be equipped with a temperature 
controlling device conforming to 
ASSE 1017 to limit the maximum “hot 
water temperature” to faucets as 
required by this code. 1204.2 restricts 
the upper end temperature of hot 
water to 130 degrees Fahrenheit. 

1204.11.1 Exterior showers. Exterior showers require a roof and an enclosure that is approved by the 
Building Official. 
1204.11.2 Rinse stations. Exterior rinse stations do not require a roof and shall not include a drain that 

discharges into the City sewer. The discharge of grey water while using a rinse station is strictly 
prohibited. Greywater refers to laundry, dish, and bath/shower water; Greywater has adverse effects 
on aquatic life and public health by negatively impacting drinking water supplies, recreational 
activities, and wildlife.



SECTION 1208
GREEN BUILDING

1208.1 Incentives. This section is intended to incentivize and encourage the use of green building 
practices and materials.
1. Photovoltaic- Reserved
2. Electric Vehicle Chargers- Reserved
3. Mini-split Heat Pumps- Reserved
4. Insulation- Reserved
5. Water conservation including the use of reclaimed or recycled water- Reserved

1208.2 Allowance for future PV panels or EV charging station.

1208.2.1 New Construction- Reserved

1208.2.2 Existing Buildings- Reserved



1. Circuit Identification
2. Emergency disconnects and shutdowns at the meter 

location. 
3. Generator Safety
4. Adoption of the most recent electrical code

SECTION 1207
ELECTRICAL



1207.12 NFPA adoption. Pursuant to RSA 674:51-a, the City of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, hereby adopts the current final 
revised printed edition of the NFPA 70 / NEC, a Code 
promulgated by the International Code Conference. 



Chapter 5 
Fire Department and 

Prevention Regulations



Ordinance Update - Goals

• Remain aligned with state codes and the City of Portsmouth Building 
Code

• Simplify – remove duplication

• Clean up language 

NO ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS ARE BEING ADDED













































 
 

Date: December 1, 2022 

To: Honorable Mayor McEachern and City Council Members 

From: Karen S. Conard, City Manager 

Re: City Manager’s Comments on City Council Agenda of December 5, 2022 
 

X .  P u b l i c  H e a r i n g s  a n d  V o t e s  o n  O r d i n a n c e s  a n d / o r  
R e s o l u t i o n s :  

A. Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance Amending Chapter 12 and Chapter 15, 
the City’s Building Code: 

The City’s building code ordinance was last amended in December of 2019. At that time, the 
City Council adopted amendments to our building code ordinances (Chapters 12 and 15) to 
reflect the current version of the State Building Code and to update our local regulations and 
amendments to those codes. This version consists of 55 pages in two separate Chapters.  

The Inspection Department has received complaints from the public that the City’s existing 
building code ordinances are too long and are not user friendly. When the public cannot find 
local requirements and Code amendments, the building code ordinance is more difficult to 
administer. This is caused in part because our current ordinances track and amend different 
sections of the State Building Code that repeat the same language.  

In July of 2022, the State of New Hampshire adopted the 2018 version of the International 
Codes and other national codes (“State Building Code”). The adoption of these new codes 
create an opportunity for the City to update and revise our existing building code ordinance.   

This proposed amendment, as presented, removes Chapter 15 in its entirety, resulting in one 
completely revised building ordinance – a new Chapter 12 consisting of approximately 20 
pages. Chapter 12, as rewritten, will be the City Building Code which adopts the current State 
Building Code as well as our local regulations and amendments to the State Building Code, 
which are permitted when they are stricter than the State Building Code.  

The statutes governing local amendments to the State Building Code will be amended as of 
January 1, 2023. The current statute requires only that local building code ordinances be filed 
with the State Building Code of Review (“Board”). The amended statute creates a complicated 
process whereby all local building code amendments must be reviewed by the Board prior to 
passage in order to verify that the local requirements do not “conflict” with the current State 
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Building Code. There is no definition of “conflict” in the amended statute, thus calling into 
question the ability of municipalities to make any local regulations and amendments to the 
State Building Code. 

A separate page on the Inspection Department’s website contains a copy of Chapter 12, as 
amended, along with the redlined versions of Chapter 12 and 15, and updated State Building 
Code information. 

I recommend that the City Council move to pass second reading, and schedule a third and final 
reading at the December 14, 2022 City Council meeting. 

B. Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance Amending Chapter 5, Article I – Fire 
Department, Section 5.101 - Personnel and Chapter 5, Article IX – Fire Code: 

The City’s fire code ordinance was last amended in December of 2019. In July of 2022, the 
State of New Hampshire adopted the State Fire Code, which adopts by reference the Life Safety 
Code, NFPA 101, 2018 edition, and the Uniform Fire Code NFPA 1, 2018 edition.  When the 
State Fire Code is updated, the Fire Department reviews and makes housekeeping amendments 
to Chapter 5. The City does not adopt any amendments to the State Fire Code. However, in 
addition to the adoption of the State Fire Code, the City also adopts the International Fire Code.  

The Fire Department is recommending that the City amend Chapter 5, Article I – Section 5.101 
and Chapter 5, Article IX to adopt the current State Fire Code and the updated version of the 
International Fire Code, 2018 Edition. The amendments are primarily housekeeping edits to 
reference the correct section of the International Fire Code, 2018 edition. Some local 
amendments have been deleted as they are now included within the published codes and are 
no longer necessary. Additionally, we have deleted the local amendments regarding solar 
installations as the State has amended these requirements within the State Fire Code. 

I recommend that the City Council move to pass second reading, and schedule a third and final 
reading at the December 14, 2022 City Council meeting. 

C. Third and Final Reading of Ordinance Amending Chapter 1, Article IV – Commission 
and Authorities, Section 1.412 – Public Art Review Committee: 

Attached please find a proposed ordinance amending Chapter 1, Article IV – Commissions and 
Authorities, Section 1.412 – Public Art Review Committee. 

I recommend that the City Council move to pass third and final reading of the ordinance as 
presented. 

 

D. Third and Final Reading of Ordinance Amending Chapter 1, Article XVII – Funding of 
Public Art, Section 1.1704 – Exemption and Section 1.1707 – Funding Accepted: 

Attached please find a proposed ordinance amending Chapter 1, Article XVII – Funding of 
Public Art, Section 1.1704 – Exemption and Section 1.1707 – Funding Accepted. 

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/inspection
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I recommend that the City Council move to pass third and final reading of the ordinance as 
presented. 

X I .  C i t y  M a n a g e r ’ s  I t e m s  w h i c h  R e q u i r e  A c t i o n :  

1. Sale of Surplus Equipment: 

The Department of Public Works has surplus property comprised of motors, trailers, and 
various other equipment ready for disposal. See attached list. As in the past, the City has 
disposed the surplus equipment through a sealed bid process or through GovDeals, an online 
auction site in which the equipment is sold to the highest bidder.  

I would like to use GovDeals to dispose of these surplus items. We have used GovDeals in the 
past and it has shown that the City receives more money for our surplus property than through 
a sealed bid process. According to City Ordinance Section 1.505, property valued at $500 or 
more must receive approval from the City Council prior to bidding.  

I recommend that the City Council move to authorize the sale of the surplus equipment as 
presented. 

2. Request for Portsmouth NH 400th City Trust Funds: 

On February 22, 2022, the Portsmouth New Hampshire 400 Management Team approved a 
proposal for $10,000 for the 101 Objects Book Legacy project.  In June 2022, the City Council 
approved, and the City’s Trustees of Trust Funds released, funds to Portsmouth NH 400th, Inc. 
which included a $2,500 deposit for River Run Bookstore to print the book. The balance of 
$7,500 for the 101 Objects Book Legacy Project should now be released. This request is for 
authorization from the City Council to allow the release of the funds from the 400th 
Anniversary Trust to Portsmouth NH 400th, Inc. to satisfy this balance. 

I recommend that the City Council authorize the release of $7,500 from the 400th Anniversary 
Trust to Portsmouth NH 400 Inc. 

3. Access Easement for Water Services at 41 Salem Street: 

On May 27, 2020, the Planning Board granted site plan approval for owner Bonza Builders, 
LLC to construct three new dwelling units at 41 Salem Street, Tax Map 144, Lot 31, Land Use 
Application LU-20-49. These dwelling units are condominiums with private water 
infrastructure. It is important for the City to have access to this private water infrastructure for 
inspection purposes and leak detection. Bonza Builders, LLC has granted the City an Access 
Easement for Water Services for this purpose.  

Owner Bonza Builders, LLC mistakenly recorded this Access Easement prior to City Council 
approval. The Access Easement attached is being presented now for Council approval along 
with a utility plan. 

I recommend that the City Council move to grant the City Manager the authority to accept the 
Access Easement for Water Services from Bonza Builders, LLC as presented. 
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4. Sewer and Driveway Turnaround Easements for Property Located at 77 Meredith 
Way: 

At its regularly scheduled meeting on October 27, 2022, the Planning Board granted 
subdivision approval to Randi and Jeff Collins, owners of a single family residence at 77 
Meredith Way. This subdivision permits the creation of an additional residential lot on 
Meredith Way. As a part of subdivision approval, the Planning Board recommended the City 
Council (1) grant a sewer easement to Mr. Collins for two sewer laterals, and (2) accept a 
turnaround easement. These easements are shown on the drawing prepared by James McCarty, 
GiS Manager, as Exhibit A.  

As a part of that subdivision approval, the Planning Board recommended the City Council 
grant the Collins an easement for private gravity sewer laterals to be constructed crossing the 
Pine Street Park to connect to the public sewer main within Pine Street. The sewer lateral from 
the existing residence at 77 Meredith Way crosses City property, and is not secured in any 
easement. The locations of the proposed laterals do not impact any existing infrastructure on 
the Pine Street Park. The Public Works Department recommends permitting the sewer laterals 
to be on City property instead of constructing a new line within Meredith Way.   

The proposed sewer easement will permit the property owners to construct two new sewer 
laterals on City property and require the property owners to restore any disturbed areas. In the 
event the City wishes to use the Pine Street Park in a way which interferes with the sewer 
laterals, the property owner has agreed to relocate them at their own expense. The proposed 
sewer easement is attached as Exhibit B.  

The second easement is to the City, and it permits emergency vehicles to use a portion of the 
new driveway as a turnaround. Without this easement, emergency vehicles would have 
difficulty accessing any new home constructed on the new parcel at the end of Meredith Way. 
The proposed turnaround easement to benefit the City is shown as Exhibit C.  

The foregoing easements have been reviewed and approved by the Legal Department, Planning 
Department, Public Works and, where relevant, the Fire Department.  

I recommend that the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to grant and record a 
sewer easement to Randi and Jeff Collins and to accept and record a turnaround easement 
from Randi and Jeff Collins in substantially similar form to the easement deeds contained in 
the agenda packet. 
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X I I I .  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  W r i t t e n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s :  

A. Presentation from the COVID Response Task Force Regarding Recovery Solutions: 

Whitney Brown and Lori Waltz, members of the COVID Response Task Force Blue Ribbon 
Committee, will be updating the Council and the public on their efforts at this evening’s 
meeting. 

B. Portsmouth NH 400th, Inc. Update: 

At the request of the City Council at their November 14th meeting, Valerie Rochon, 
Managing Director of the Portsmouth NH 400th, Inc. will provide a presentation at this 
evening’s meeting. 

X V I .  A p p r o v a l  o f  G r a n t s / D o n a t i o n s :  

A. Approval of Donation to the Cemetery Committee - $2,001.38: 

Attached please find a donation form from the Public Works Department requesting 
acceptance of $2,001.38 for Cemetery Committee projects. 

I recommend that the City Council move to approve and accept the donation as presented. 

X V I I .  C i t y  M a n a g e r ’ s  I n f o r m a t i o n a l  I t e m s :  

1. McIntyre Update: 

I will provide an update on the McIntyre Redevelopment Project at this evening’s meeting. 

2. Report Back on Funding for Greater Portsmouth Recovery Ready Community 
Coalition: 

As a report back to the Council as requested following the presentation by the Pinetree Institute 
at the November 14th Council Meeting, if the Council wishes to provide funding to support this 
effort, I would recommend the following: 

In support of providing funding to the Greater Portsmouth Recovery Ready Community 
Coalition, we have identified $60,000 in FY22 surplus Welfare funding which could be 
released to accommodate the first tranche of two for January 1, 2023. In addition, as currently 
only $10,000 of the FY23 Welfare budget has been expended to date, it is very reasonable to 
plan to use $60,000 of these funds for the second tranche of two for January 1, 2024. 

3. Report Back on Outdoor Dining: 

At the February 22, 2022 City Council meeting, staff was directed to provide an end of the 
year report. This report along with a memorandum of recommendations for further 
consideration are attached. 



 2022 PORTSMOUTH DPW AUCTION

MAKE MODEL   DESCRIPTION   HYPERLINK ODO-HRSMIN BID 
LINCOLN G/WELDER Y:\Auction 2022\A-1 Y:\Auction 2022\A-1 N/A $1,000.00 A-1
TRACKLESS MT5T SIDEWALK TRACTOR Y:\Auction 2022\A-2 3820 HRS $3,000.00 A-2
HONDA PUMP GX340 TRASH PUMP Y:\Auction 2022\A-3 N/A 0 A-3
HONDA PUMP GX340 TRASH PUMP Y:\Auction 2022\A-4 N/A 0 A-4
HONDA PUMP GX340 TRASH PUMP Y:\Auction 2022\A-5 N/A 0 A-5
HONDA PUMP GX390 TRASH PUMP Y:\Auction 2022\A-6 N/A 0 A-6
CHRYSLER INDUSTRIAL ENGINE Y:\Auction 2022\CHRYSN/A $500.00 A-7
ROCKFORD/WHITE WHITE MOTOR/AUX Y:\Auction 2022\WHITE1113 HRS $500.00 A-8
SNO-QUIP EXT CHUTE SNOWBLOWER EXT CHUTE Y:\Auction 2022\SNO-QN/A $1,000.00 A-9
ADVANCE SWPR RS501 ADVANCE SWEEPER Y:\Auction 2022\ADVA 600 MILES $3,000.00 A-10
CUMMINS B3.9  ENGINE Y:\Auction 2022\CUMMN/A 0 A-11
CAT BUCKET BACK HOE BUCKET Y:\Auction 2022\CAT B N/A 0 A-12
CAT BUCKET EXCAVATOR BUCKET Y:\Auction 2022\A-13.dN/A 0 A-13
CAT BUCKET BACK HOE BUCKET Y:\Auction 2022\A-14.dN/A 0 A-14
TRACKLESS MT5T 2003 SIDE WALK TRACTOR Y:\Auction 2022\A-15.d3314 HRS $3,000.00 A-15
TRACKLESS MT5T 1996 SIDE WALK TRACTOR Y:\Auction 2022\A-16.d3440 HRS $2,500.00 A-16
MCGRAW-EDISON ONAN-60 GEN-SET Y:\Auction 2022\Doc2. 1377 HRS $5,000 A-17
N/A N/A CHAIN HOIST Y:\Auction 2022\HOISTN/A 0 A-18
N/A N/A CHAIN HOIST Y:\Auction 2022\HOISTN/A 0 A-19
CARRY-ON 4 X 8 TRAILER Y:\Auction 2022\TRAILEN/A 0 A-20
GODWIN DRI PRIME 8'' GODWIN PUMP Y:\Auction 2022\GODW1111 HRS $1,500 A-21
WARREN 5.8 YD SALTER-STELLAR HOIST Y:\Auction 2022\SALTE N/A $2,000.00 A-22
LEER 8' 8' CAP-YELLOW Y:\Auction 2022\LEER CN/A 0 A-23
PARKER HYD PUMP PARKER Y:\Auction 2022\PARKEN/A 0 A-24
PARKER HYD PUMP PARKER Y:\Auction 2022\PARKEN/A 0 A-25
PARKER HYD PUMP PARKER Y:\Auction 2022\PARKEN/A 0 A-26
CARRY ON 5 X 8 TRAILER Y:\Auction 2022\5X8 TRN/A 0 A-27
TRACKLESS SALTER TRACKLESS SALTER Y:\Auction 2022\TRACKN/A 0 A-28
TRACKLESS M6 MOWER Y:\Auction 2022\TRACKN/A 0 A-29
TRACKLESS B3 SNOWBLOWER Y:\Auction 2022\TRACKN/A 0 A-30
TRAILER 6X18 CARRY ON Y:\Auction 2022\CARRYN/A 0 A-31
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RECORDING 
SURCHARGE 

ACCESS EASEMENT FOR WATER SERVICES 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that Bonza Builders, LLC, a New Hampshire 
limited liability company, with an address of 79 Exeter Road, North Hampton, New Hampshire, 
for consideration received, grants to the City of Portsmouth, a municipal body politic having a 
mailing address of 1 Junkins Avenue, Portsmouth, County of Rockingham and State of New 
Hampshire 03801, with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS an easement over, below, along, and 
across the premises described herein, located at 41 Salem Street, City of Portsmouth, County of 
Rockingham, State of New Hampshire (Tax Assessor's Map No. 144, Lot 31), and being more 
particularly described as follows: 

A certain tract or parcel of land with the buildings therein, identified as 41 Salem Street 
Condominium in Portsmouth, Rockingham County, New Hampshire as shown on the 
plan entitled "Condominium Site Plan, 41 Salem Street Condominium, Tax Map 144 -
Lot 31, Owner & Declarant, Bonza Builders, LLC", prepared by Ambit Engineering, 
Inc., dated July 12, 2022 and recorded with Rockingham as Plan D-43433 (sheets 1 and 
2). 

Meaning and intending to convey an easement over the premises conveyed to the within grantor 
by Deed from Seacoast Veterans Properties, LLC to Bonza Builders, LLC, dated November 12, 
2019 and recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 6056, Page 205. 

Purpose and Rights: The Grantee shall have a perpetual, permanent uninterrupted and 
unobstructed nonexclusive easement for the purpose of enabling the City of Portsmouth to access 
private water infrastructure including mains, water shutoffs, and valves for the limited purpose of 
leak detection and similar infrastructure inspection services and for access to valves for purposes 
of turning on and shutting off municipal water service. Grantee shall have no responsibility for 
installation, maintenance, operation, or replacement of the water infrastructure. 

Retained Rights: Grantor retains the right to freely use and enjoy its interest in the easement area 
insofar as the exercise thereof does not interfere with the purpose of this instrument. 

18.00 
2.00 
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Easement To Run With Land: All rights and privileges, obligations and liabilities created by 
this instrument shall inure to the benefit of, and be binding upon, the heirs, devises, 
administrators, executor, successors and assignees of the Grantee and of the Grantor, the parties 
hereto and all subsequent owners of the Premises and shall run with the land. 

This is an exempt transfer per R.S.A. 78-B:2(I). 

[Signature follows on the next page.] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this document on the� day of 
September, 2022. 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM 

BONZA BUILDERS, LLC 

���� 
Title: Manager 

Personally appeared the above-named Jason White, in his capacity as manager of Bonza 
Builders, LLC of and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be hi ree act and deed executed 
for the purposes contained therein. 
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Notary 
My commission expires: ______ _ 
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Return To: 
Legal Department 
City Hall 
1 Junkins Ave. 
Portsmouth, NH  03801 

SEWER EASEMENT DEED 

 CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, a municipal body politic, having a mailing address of 1 
Junkins Avenue, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801,(hereinafter “Grantor”), for consideration 
paid, grants to Randi Collins and Jeff Collins, married, with a mailing address of 77 Meredith 
Way, Portsmouth, NH  03801 (hereinafter "Grantee"), with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS, the 
following easement with respect to Grantor's real property situated on Pine Street in the City of 
Portsmouth, State of New Hampshire (“Grantor’s Property”) : 

1. Easement Area:  An easement for the purpose of a installing and maintaining sewer
laterals and any associated appliances and appurtenances over the land of Grantor as
shown on a plan “Proposed Sewer Easement from the City of Portsmouth for the Benefit
of Map 162, Lots 16 & 16-1” on a plan entitled, “Tax Map 162, Lot 16 Easement Plan
For Two Lot Subdivision, 77 Meredith Way, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, County of
Rockingham, Owned by Randi and Jeff Collins”, prepared by TFMoran, Inc. dated
September 27, 2022 and recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds as Plan
#____________  (hereinafter "the Plan") to be recorded herewith. The Easement Area is
more particularly bounded and described on the Plan as follows:

Beginning at a point at the northerly side of Pine Street,  thence running  N 61° 19' 19" W
a distance of 17.79 feet to a point; thence turning and running S 40° 40' 41" W for a
distance of 81.21 feet to a point;  thence turning and running N 43° 40' 16" E for a
distance of 37.31 feet to a point; thence turning and running  S 46° 19' 44" E for a
distance of 6.54 feet; thence turning and running N 73° 40' 41" E  for a distance of 49.59
feet; thence turning and running S 61° 19 19" E for a distance of 24.31 feet; thence
turning and running S  29° 19' 53" W for a distance of 12 feet to the point of beginning.

2. Purpose and Rights:  The Grantee shall have a non-exclusive easement and right of way
in, under, across and over the Easement Area for the purpose of installing, maintaining,
inspecting, removing, repairing, and replacing the sewer laterals and associated
appliances and appurtenances as shown on the Plan, for the benefit of Lots 16 and 16-1 as
shown on the Plan.  The Grantee shall have the right to remove trees, bushes,
undergrowth and other obstructions interfering with the activities authorized herein and
to take such other actions as may be necessary, useful or convenient for the enjoyment of
the easement rights herein granted.
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3. Improvements and Restoration:  Prior to commencing any construction, reconstruction,
maintenance, repair or relocation work (any such work being referred to herein as
“Improvement Work”) within the Easement Area as may be permitted or required by this
Easement, the Grantee shall, at least thirty (30) days prior to beginning such
Improvement Work (except in cases of emergency, when no notice will be required)
provide written notice to the Grantor describing in reasonable detail (i) the type of
Improvement Work to be performed, and (ii) the area(s) of Grantor’s Property that will
be impacted by such Improvement Work. Grantee shall exercise all reasonable
precautions to prevent injury to persons or property as a result of any Improvement
Work. Grantee shall, at its sole expense and within thirty (30) days after substantial
completion any of such Improvement Work performed by or on behalf of the Grantee,
restore the applicable portions of the Easement Area and Grantor’s Property that are
affected by such Improvement Work as near as practicable to the condition that existed
immediately prior to the commencement of such Improvement Work. If Grantee fails to
complete the restoration provisions required by this paragraph within thirty (30) days, the
Grantor may provide written notice of such failure. Subject to matters beyond the
reasonable control of the Grantee, if, at the end of ten (10) days the restoration work as
required by this paragraph has not been completed (other than plantings and landscaping
that would be better done during a different season of the year), the Grantor shall be
entitled to complete such restoration without any further notice to Grantee, and Grantee
shall be liable for the full cost of such work performed to the standards of this paragraph.

4. Relocation: In the event the Grantor seeks to use Grantor’s Property for some use
inconsistent with the location of sewer lines within the Easement Area, Grantor may
require the Grantee to relocate, at Grantee’s sole cost and expense, the sewer lines to a
different location on property of the Grantor. Grantor shall provide a minimum of 90
days’ notice to the Grantee of such relocation. Grantor may, at its option, relocate the
Grantee’s sewer line in accordance with the foregoing, and any costs incurred by the
Grantor as a result of relocation shall be paid by the Grantee

5. Indemnification: Grantee shall indemnify and hold the Grantor harmless from all claims
and liabilities for damages for bodily injury, including accidental death, and for property
damage, which may arise from Grantee’s exercise of the easement rights conveyed herein
and the operation, use and maintenance of the Easement Area, whether such operation,
use or maintenance is performed by the Grantee or by anyone directly or indirectly
employed by Grantee..

6. Personal Property.  It is agreed that the pipes and related facilities installed within the
Easement Area, whether fixed to the realty or not, shall be and remain the property of the
Grantee.

7. Easement to Run with Land:  All rights and privileges, obligations and liabilities
created by this instrument shall inure to the benefit of, and be binding upon, the heirs,
devises, administrators, executor, successors and assignees of the Grantee and of the
Grantor, the parties hereto and all subsequent owners of the Premises and shall run with
the land.
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MEANING AND INTENDING to convey an easement over a portion of the premises 
owned by the within Grantor known as the “Pine Street Park and Playground,” City of 
Portsmouth Tax Map 169, Lot 19. 

This is an exempt transfer per RSA 78-B:2(I). 

DATED this    day of , 2022. 

City of Portsmouth 

By: 
Karen S. Conard, City Manager 
Pursuant to vote of the City Council dated 
__________________________________. 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM 

Personally appeared this   day of __________, 2022, Karen S. Conard, duly 
authorized City Manager, who acknowledged that she executed the foregoing instrument as her 
free act and deed for the purposes contained herein. 

Before me, 

Notary Public 
My commission expires: 



TURNAROUND EASEMENT DEED 

Randi Collins and Jeff Collins, married, with a mailing address of 77 Meredith Way, 
Portsmouth, NH  03801, (herein called "Grantor") for consideration paid, grants to the CITY OF 
PORTSMOUTH, a municipal body with a mailing address of 1 Junkins Avenue, Portsmouth 
New Hampshire 03901 (hereinafter “Grantee”), with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS, upon the 
conditions hereafter set forth, a permanent easement (hereinafter the “Easement”) over and upon 
land of the Grantor located in the City of Portsmouth, County of Rockingham State of New 
Hampshire. 

Said Easement being shown as “Proposed Turnaround Easement for the benefit of the 
City of Portsmouth (412 S.F.)” on a plan entitled, “Tax Map 162, Lot 16 Easement Plan For Two 
Lot Subdivision, 77 Meredith Way, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, County of Rockingham, 
Owned by Randi and Jeff Collins”, prepared by TFMoran, Inc. dated September 27, 2022 and 
recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds as Plan #____________ said Easement 
being more particularly bounded and described as follows: 

Beginning at a point on the northerly side of Meredith Way at an iron rod to be set at the 
southwesterly corner of Proposed Lot 16-1 on said Plan, thence turning and running on a curve 
to the left having a radius of 15.00’ for an arc length of 5.73 feet to a point; thence turning and 
running North 46°08’44” West a distance of 20.15’ to a point; thence turning and running North 
43°40’16” East a distance of 16’ to a point; thence turning and running  South 46°10’19” East a 
distance of 19.94’ to a point; thence on a curve to the right with a radius of 14.66’ for an arc 
length of 5.51 feet to a point on the southerly boundary of the said Proposed Lot 16-1; thence 
turning and running South 43°40’16” East a distance of 18.08’ to the point of beginning. 

The above described easement containing 412 square feet, more or less (hereinafter 
“Easement Area”).  



Grantor grants to Grantee the non-exclusive access over and upon the Easement Area for 
all purposes for which roads are customarily used, including but not limited to vehicular, 
pedestrian and equipment access and travel within the Easement Area.   

Reserving to Grantor, their successors and assigns, access and utility rights in the 
Easement Area, together with the use and enjoyment of said Easement Area for such purposes 
only as will in no way interfere with the perpetual use thereof by the Grantee, its successors and 
assigns for the purposes contained herein; and to that end, the Grantor, its successors and assigns 
shall not erect any building, structures, landscaping and other similar improvements on said 
Easement Area; provided however, that Grantor may install underground utility structures or 
systems within the Easement Area which do not interfere with Grantee’s use of the Easement 
Areas and Grantor reserves all rights to cross the Easement Area and all rights and easements 
necessary or desirable for the use, occupation, repair, maintenance and replacement of any 
improvements now or hereafter located upon Grantor’s remaining land.  The Grantee shall have 
the right to remove trees, bushes, undergrowth and other obstructions interfering with the 
activities authorized herein and to take such other actions as may be necessary, useful or 
convenient for the enjoyment of the easement rights herein granted.  Damage to the Easement 
Area as the result of the Grantee’s exercise of the easement rights herein granted shall be 
remediated at the sole expense of the Grantee. 

This Easement Deed and the rights and privileges granted hereby are perpetual and shall 
run with the land. 

All rights, privileges, obligations and liabilities created by this instrument shall inure to 
the benefit of, and be binding upon, the heirs, devises, administrators, executors, successors and 
assignees of the Grantee and of the Grantor, the parties hereto and all subsequent owners of the 
Premises and shall run with the land. 

Meaning and intending to convey an easement over a portion of the premises conveyed to 
Grantors dated May 4, 2021 and recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 
6274, Page 1666. 

This is an exempt transfer per RSA 78-B:2(I). 

Executed this ____ day of October, 2022. 

__________________________ __________________________ 
Witness: Randi Collins  

__________________________ __________________________ 
Witness: Jeff Collins  



State of New Hampshire 
County of Rockingham 

This instrument was acknowledged before me on this ____ day of October, 2022 by Randi 
Collins and Jeff Collins. 

_________________________________ 
Notary Public/Justice of the Peace 



PO Box 1576, Portsmouth, NH 03802-1576   *   603.759.5640   *   info@mybreastcancersupport.org 
My Breast Cancer Support is an independent NH 501C3 non-profit organization 

with no affiliation to any national organizations.  TAX ID: 43-2072206 

November 17,2022

Portsmouth NH City Council 
C/o City Manager’s Office 
1 Junkins Ave  
Portsmouth NH 03801 

Dear Ms.  Conrad, 

My name is Jennie Halstead.  I am the Executive Director of My Breast Cancer Support, and the Race 
Director of the Celebrate Pink 5k Walk & Run. 

I am writing this letter to ask the City Council consider approval of our 15th Annual race which we 
propose take place on Sunday, September 17, 2023. Registration for the race begins at 7.30 am and 
the race will commence at 9 AM from the Portsmouth Middle School, provided state guidelines allow. 

Thank you for your consideration, as well as the support you have provided for this event over the last 
14 years. 

Best Regards, 

Jennie Halstead 

Jennie Halstead 
Executive Director, Survivor 



November 22, 2022

Portsmouth City Manager and Officials
1 Junkins Ave.
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Ms. Conard and City Officials,

The Music Hall respectfully submits this request to The City of Portsmouth to grant approval
for the closure of Chestnut Street for outdoor, live music events between Friday, June 30th
and Sunday, September 3rd, 2023.

In 2021, The Music Hall presented 36 events and in 2022, we presented 7 events out on
Chestnut Street for our “Live Under the Arch” series. This upcoming summer, our hope is to
present concerts over the course of 3 to 4 weekend blocks, though rather than seating
patrons at tables, we’d like to present “standing room only” concerts with an increase in
capacity, and a true closure of the street with a more robust (covered) stage to improve the
economics of these types of shows and differentiate this space from our indoor Music Hall
Lounge cabaret seated shows. With a covered stage, we are seeking to keep the street
closed from Friday morning through Sunday night, putting on 2 or 3 performances
throughout the weekend for a maximum grand total of 12 shows for this summer.
Simultaneous shows will not be booked inside the historic theater as the theater will be our
“inclement” weather venue. Specific weekend blocks cannot be determined as of yet, as
that will require coordination with talent and crew.

In addition to the closure of Chestnut Street, we request the approval for alcohol to be
served on Chestnut Street under The Music Hall’s liquor license. Alcohol service would be
served only by The Music Hall’s professional, Servsafe and T.E.A.M. certified staff. With the
event ending no later than 10PM, alcohol service will cease by 9:30PM at the latest.

Beer and wine service would take place at the top of Chestnut Street at a satellite, portable
bar. This bar would be fully struck after each performance. Full bar service would still be
available in the lower lobby as well. At least once per week, the brickwork, hardscape, and
landscaping will be cleaned thoroughly to maintain and prolong the beauty of Chestnut
Street.

In terms of entertainment at these events, we will be featuring local, regional, and national
level talent on a 15’x12’ stage. Emergency vehicles would have full access to buildings on



Chestnut Street via Porter Street. We are requesting that the entire width of Chestnut street
be closed to through traffic (pedestrians and autos), to allow us to maximize capacity out on
Chestnut Street. We of course would allow for those needing access to the front doors of the
McNabb building to enter freely to the space.

As you are aware, The Music Hall had great success with our “Live Under the Arch” series
this past two years. We are extremely confident in our ability to execute again safely and
successfully. Events such as these will have great economic impact, not only for The Music
Hall and its corporate sponsors but also for local restaurants and musicians, and will help to
stimulate the economic engine for other local retailers and the city itself.

We are so grateful to the City of Portsmouth officials, council people, and citizens for their
continued support of our institution.

Sincerely,

Tina Sawtelle
Executive Director, The Music Hall
28 Chestnut St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801
tsawtelle@themusichall.org

The Music Hall
28 Chestnut St. Portsmouth, NH 03801 2



COVID Response Task Force
Blue Ribbon Committee Recovery Solutions 

Created to evaluate challenges and identify low-cost, 
high-impact recovery solutions that use ARPA monies. 

The CRTF will allow the City of Portsmouth to “build a 
strong, resilient, and equitable recovery by making 

investments that support long-term growth and 
opportunity.”



Committee Members

● Will Arvelo-Executive Director of Cross Roads House
● Kathy Beebe-Executive Director of HAVEN
● Linda Briolat-Retired Portsmouth Teacher
● Nancy Brown-Health &amp; Wellness Educator at Phillips Exeter 

Academy
● Whitney Brown-Manager at Safe Harbor Recovery Center of Granite 

Pathways
● Amber Buttermore-former 4th grade teacher/parent
● Abbie Frank-Speech Language Pathologist at Little Harbour School
● Janet Laatsch-CEO of Greater Seacoast Community Health
● Laurie McIntosh-Occupational Therapist, Assistive 3 Technology 

Professional
● Lori Waltz-Executive Director of Leadership Seacoast
● Meme Wheeler-Executive Director at The Chase Home in Portsmouth
● Molly Wilson-Pediatric Occupational Therapist
● Karen S. Conard - City Manager (Ex-Officio Member) 

●



Guests for Q&A:

● Kim McNamara, Portsmouth Health Officer
● Jane Ferrini, Assistant City Attorney
● Sean Clancy, Assistant City Manager for Economic

Development
● Kelly Lesko, Director of Resident Services PHA
● Rad Nichols, Executive Director Coast Bus
● Patte-Anne Ardizzoni, Southern NH Community Action

Program
● Zachary McLaughlin, Portsmouth Schools Superintendent
● Ellen Tully, Portsmouth Welfare Administrator
● Maria Reyes, Seacoast Public Health Network



Critical Areas of Need For the Portsmouth Community 
Post COVID Include: 

● Transportation
● Mental Health
● Workforce Shortage
● Childcare
● Housing
● Substance Misuse



Transportation

● Problem: lack of workforce, limited and expensive training for CDL
certification, wage equity (COAST vs. Amazon), lack of access, gaps
in service and reliability, cost of driver education, stress created by
tardiness (school)

● Impact on public health: missed medical appointments,
access to medicine and food diminished, effects on employment,
huge domino effect on myriad aspects of work/life



Transportation

● Potential Solutions: sponsor scholarships/subsidies for
CDL/Drivers Ed, City purchases fleet of non-CDL vehicles (how to 
operationalize?), ability to utilize existing fleet, retirees interested in 
assisting with rides, potential for discounted taxi vouchers, 
connection to job training programs, support marketing 
campaigns, work collaboratively among nonprofits to coordinate 
transportation needs

● Agencies involved: COAST, interested non-profits, Great Bay
Community College, C&J, Wildcat Transit

● To Research Further: liability issues, operational logistics (who owns
this?), the viability of working with the existing taxi operator



Mental Health

● Problem: access, lack of mental health providers, insurance
coverage, transportation when telehealth is not an option, increase
in need during and post-COVID, ability to resume services lost,
increase in family stress levels,

● Impact on public health: increased depression, misuse of
substances, suicidality, less productive workforce, family stress,
poverty



Mental Health

● Potential Solutions: supporting/creating safe alternative solutions for
after school, ability to bill for alternative providers (i.e. interns) in support
of limited staffing, sponsor scholarships/training/incentives to build the
workforce, identify online/telehealth options for those providers lacking
same, support EAP programs for those organizations lacking same, fund
existing agencies to run targeted programs in a group vs. individual
capacity (i.e. Soul Models), support a coordination of care program for
parents, offer grants to agencies that work toward these goals/solutions,
add funds to already existing grant sources(i.e. Seacoast Women’s
Giving Circle), match funds for organizations that are fundraising for
mental health

● Agencies involved: Seacoast Mental Health, Seacoast Women’s Giving
Circle, NOMI, YMCA, Greater Seacoast Community Health, Granite
Pathways, Connections Peer Support, Greater Portsmouth Youth
Wellness Coalition, LIttle League, Portsmouth Recreation, Arts in Reach,
Easter Seals,  PHA, New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, Soul Models



Workforce Shortage

● Problem: lack of affordable housing options/inventory, minimal 
amount of landlords participating in HUD voucher programs, 
limited childcare options, lack of reliable transportation, limited 
training opportunities

● Impact on public health: employee burnout and turnover, 
disruption of services, increased reliance on welfare, education, 
extracurricular activities, childcare, mental health services, 
housing, public services



Workforce Shortage

● Potential Solutions: outreach to PHS CTE Program and community 
colleges, recruitment of younger workers (i.e. the Flatbreads idea), 
engaging retirees with social responsibility influence, develop a 
mentorship/peer-to-peer program, compensate and support 
non-profits for the work they do, support training programs (CDL 
license scholarships, early childhood education) 

● Agencies involved: Big Brothers/Sisters, Portsmouth High 
School-CTE program, Workforce Housing Coalition, apprenticeship 
program through community colleges, vocational rehabilitation, 
Recovery Friendly Workplace Initiative, NH housing, PHA, Safe 
Harbour Recovery 



Childcare

● Problem: families are unable to find childcare, not enough options 
for children under 6, shortage of childcare employees, lack of 
training, no head start program, not getting paid a livable wage or 
getting benefits, more women are being left out of the workforce

● Impact on public health: parents can’t work, mental health -stress 
on families, social skills are impacted, impacts workforce, increases 
risk for unsupervised children



Childcare

● Potential Solutions: subsidize childcare for employers, provide 
childcare at businesses, provide partnerships with the Portsmouth 
High school CTE program in Early Childhood Education and 
Seacoast Community School or other childcare centers,  create a 
position to coordinate childcare/after school programs/mental 
health services for youth

● Agencies involved: Portsmouth High School CTE, Community 
colleges, Seacoast Community School, Portsmouth Recreation 
Department, Portsmouth School District 



Housing

● Problem: lack of affordable housing for individuals who are making 
less than $48,000 a year, landlords choosing not to participate in 
subsidized housing programs 

● Impact on public health: risk for homelessnes, decrease in  
workforce, increase in stress and risk for mental health issues and 
substance misuse 



Housing

● Potential Solutions: identify and support developers that are 
interested in housing vulnerable populations, educate landlords 
and developers about housing choice vouchers, provide 
temporary rental assistance, support PHA as they build housing for 
vulnerable populations , support programs that provide workshops 
about how to be a good tenant

● Agencies involved: Seacoast Housing Coalition, Home For All, 
PHA



Substance Misuse

Problem: individuals dying of drug related issues, increase in 
family stress and dysfunction, children who are orphaned, children 
become at risk and neglected, lack of treatment options and 
providers

Impact on public health: increases stress on support systems, 
COVID increased substance misuse-families are returning to use, 
increases childhood trauma(ACE scores) puts children at risk for 
using



Substance Misuse

● Potential Solutions: support prevention, educate caregivers and 
community members about ACE(adverse childhood experiences) 
scores and the impact they have on future health, fund programs 
that educate youth, fund programs that provide safe after school 
activities for children and teens

● Agencies involved: Pinetree Institute, Seacoast Mental Health, 
Safe Harbour Recovery Center, Haven



Recommendations Summary

● Continue meeting to discuss possible solutions 
● Work with established grant making organizations
● Hold Public Forums to spread the word
● Provide marketing for these opportunities
● Support the Community Resource Network to make the website 

more user friendly which will allow community members to 
connect with local agencies and nonprofits

● Continue public conversations about the areas of need for 
Portsmouth to build resiliency for our community for the long term 



Cross Roads House, Inc.

600 Lafayette Road

Portsmouth, NH 03801

Ph  603.436.2218

Fax  603.430.9217

www.crossroadshouse.org 

info@crossroadshouse.org

N e w  D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  H o m e l e s s

November 29,2022

Mayor Deaglan McEachern
& Members of  the City Council
c/o Office of  the City Manager
One Junkins Avenue
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Dear Mayor McEachern & Members of  the City Council,

On December 21, 2022, Cross Roads House will be hosting a vigil in honor of  those 
homeless individuals from Rockingham or Strafford County who have passed away 
over the course of  the previous year. This vigil is to be held in front of  North Church, 
in Market Square, downtown Portsmouth. 

It is our understanding that we do not require a permit to gather in this space to hold 
the vigil, as it is a public forum area. Please note that we are already in communication 
with the pastor of  North Church regarding this event as they will be assisting us with 
organizing it, and will have the church open during this time for anyone wishing to use 
that space for personal reflection.

It is also our understanding that for us to place any kind of  sidewalk obstruction in 
the space in front of  North Church, we need permission from the City Council. Please 
consider this our request for that permission. Our plan is to place one or two 6-foot 
tables directly in front of  the church to accommodate votive candles that will be lit for 
each person we will name during the vigil.   

Please advise as to your decision so we can adjust the event if  need be. Thank you for 
your consideration.

Sincerely,

Alissa Gumprecht
Director of  Develpment and Communications
a.gumprecht@crossroadshouse.org
603.436.2218
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CITY COUNCIL E‐MAILS 
Received:  November 14, 2022 (after 5:00 p.m.) – December 1, 2022 (before 9:00 a.m.) 

    December 5, 2022 Council Meeting 
 
 
Submitted on Tue, 11/15/2022 - 13:24 
Full Name 
Wes Tator 
Email 
westator@gmail.com 
Subject 
Request for resolution in support of the RISEE Act, currently in the US Congress 
Address 
245 Middle St, Apt 212 
Message 
I am writing to request your endorsement of the RISEE Act, a bill to protect our shorelines from storm‐surge and sea level rise. In part, it 
would use revenues from offshore energy production to provide direct funding to seacoast communities. This bill has been introduced in 
both the House and the Senate and has a chance to pass by the end of the year with additional sponsors. Currently, Senator Shaheen is a 
co‐sponsor in the Senate. Neither Senator Hassan nor Representative Pappas are yet co‐sponsors. Your support through a resolution would 
make a big difference. 
Candidly, I don’t fully understand all the elements of this bill nor do I have time for even a 25 minute training session right now. However, if 
I am hearing from my friends at Citizens’ Climate Lobby and Senator Shaheen that this is a bill to support, that is sufficient to engage my 
support. 
As the end of the year is approaching quickly, time is of the essence. Please act on this matter promptly. Should I be able to assist you in any 
way, please feel free to contact me. 
Thank you for all your many hours of work to lead this great city of ours. 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

________________________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Tue, 11/15/2022 - 15:08 
Full Name 
Petar Ramadanovic 
Email 
petarr@unh.edu 
Subject 
dog ordinance  
Address 
393 UNION ST 
Message 
Dear City Councilors, 
 
Bad laws are those that go against customary and habitual use. Portsmouth’s dog ordinance does that when it bans off leash dogs on the 
trail off Little Harbor Rd, at Jones Woods, and even at the Urban Forestry Center, just as it bans them on city streets and in our 
neighborhoods. If you have gone to the first two, you would have seen that most dogs are off leash in the woods. It has been a practice for 
a while, and it has not resulted in accidents to people or dogs.  
I strongly urge you to put together a new dog ordinance that would be appropriate for our city and would differentiate between various 
areas, city streets and trials. Recent report done by the City’s Legal Intern, Reuben Pandeirot, which was supposed to lead you in that 
direction, unfortunately, had the opposite effect.  
The recommendations Panderoit offer are, however, based on superficial reading of the ordinances. The report fails to note that ordinances 
are varied and that usually they are appropriate for the character of the community they regulate. In rural areas, dog ordinances are more 
laxed while in our cities like Manchester and Nashua, they are stricter. In other words, dogs are regulated based on the terrain and its use, 
and appropriately so.  
Our immediate neighbors like Rye and Dover have hit an ideal. Dover’s says, 
A person who owns or keeps a dog within the City shall not permit or allow such dog to be at large in the City, unless: A. The dog is 
restrained by being kept on a leash not exceeding eight feet in length; or B. The dog is accompanied by the owner or custodian and under 
voice control. 
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Rye offers the following, “§ 15‐4 Definitions. 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY Any person or persons accompanying a dog, whether or not said person(s) is the owner of the dog. RUN AT LARGE The 
dog is off the premises of the owner or responsible party and is not under the voice control and sight control of any persons responsible for 
the dog. SIGHT CONTROL The dog always being within the sight of the responsible party. VOICE CONTROL A dog returning within three calls 
to and remaining by the side of the responsible party, in response to the responsible party's command for the dog to return. 
 
As you can see, our neighbors have done it without causing chaos (as asserted by the Police Chief in the same report) and without resulting 
in the harm to both dogs and people as Bonnie Robinson, Animal Control Officer, alleges. 
Reuben Pandeirot’s report has not offered an accurate or useful advice. And you should not take your next step on this issue based on it.  
Please, consider another, more careful look at what is really the case and define our ordinance based on better thinking and understanding 
of the issue at hand.  
You can also look at what the State’s dog ordinance is and model ours on it. That would help lift the confusion about which ordinance is in 
effect, especially in the areas like the Little Harbor Rd. where there is a mix between state and city owned land.  
Thanks in advance,  
Petar Ramadanovic 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting. Yes 

__________________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Tue, 11/15/2022 - 19:05 
Full Name 
Mary Lou McElwain 
Email 
ml259@comcast.net 
Subject 
Maplewood intersections 
Address 
259 South Street 
Message 
To add to my comments last eve;  
The City has seen an amazing increase in vehicular traffic, not just in the summer or on weekends. These three intersections on a major 
road thru Portsmouth are not safe for pedestrian traffic . Several residents have made similar comments to mine on the clicknfix site. A 
friend who lives on Islington and comes into downtown often ,tries to avoid the lights just a few blocks from her home. . A young woman 
who was crossing at Islington/Congress yesterday told me “it is terrible, the worst”. Drivers are too eager to get onto Maplewood . This 
morning about 8:30 I crossed with the pedestrian light at Deer St going towards the Sheraton lot. I was halfway across when the light 
turned green and a car turning left came right up to the walk I was on. She was closely followed by four other vehicles making the same 
turn. Dangerous!  
It is ludicrous and a city liability to allow this pattern to continue. 
I read in the Boston Globe on 11/10 that the Cambridge City Council has banned right turns on red “aimed at improving pedestrian safety 
and reducing traffic related injuries” . And in Portsmouth green means go, the heck with pedestrians .  
Please address this. I would like to know if and when this is on the council agenda. 
Thank you. Mary Lou McElwain 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

_________________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Wed, 11/16/2022 - 14:44 
Full Name 
Ken Goldman 
Email 
krgoldman@comcast.net 
Subject 
City Council Work Session Re: Neighborhood Parking Management Program on November 21, 2022 
Address 
271 Islington Street 
Message 
Dear City Councilors, 
During your City Council Work Session Re: Neighborhood Parking Management Program on November 21, 2022, I would like to respectfully 
request that you not just focus on Islington Creek and that you look at parking in Portsmouth as a whole. I also request that you do not 
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impose parking restrictions, such as paid parking, on any entire neighborhood unless needed in the entire neighborhood. I am sure that 
there are other neighborhoods, such as Islington Creek, where one section has parking problems and needs restrictions, while the rest of 
the neighborhood does not have parking problems and does not need parking restrictions. 
In 1905, in The Life of Reason, philosopher George Santayana coined the well‐known phrase, “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” With that in mind, I would ask you to review some of the City Council discussions from 2019, if you have the time. 
When I first heard about the Islington Creek Neighborhood Parking Program (NPP) in the summer of 2019, my attitude was, “OK, fine, we 
will just buy some permits.” I then learned that the seven townhouses in my community that are on Islington Street, including mine, would 
be excluded. The “steering committee” blamed the City, and the City blamed the “steering committee”. Frankly, we didn’t care about 
blame, my neighbors and I just wanted to be included. Ironically, I think that if the “steering committee”, rather than fighting us, had taken 
a collaborative approach, and worked with the City to include our seven homes, the Pilot Program would have gone into effect in 2019. 
Several of us spoke on this at the June 17, 2019 City Council Meeting: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKwcfYEYfNA&list=PLNWsoVwtYMQsSql1H88Bg9eXbale_c0k4&index=14 
 
Our comments, intermixed with others, began at time stamp 25:00, and mine began at time stamp 31:00. I think the most important 
comments were the ones from former City Councilor Rebecca Perkins (Kwoka), beginning at time stamp 53:00 and the following comments 
from former Mayor Jack Blalock at time stamp 54:25: 
“…I would agree with you Councilor Perkins. As you know, at least you and I were opposed to the program at all because this is what we 
thought would happen, that it would pit neighbor versus neighbor, it would be difficult to manage, people would be excluded, and cars 
would be pushed out of the neighborhood, so, um, I hope at the very least they will rework it so that it is as fair as could possibly be, even 
though I still don’t think it is a great idea.” 
I know first‐hand about how this issue pitted neighbor versus neighbor. One member of the steering committee said at a subsequent 
meeting, to paraphrase, “We have been working for a long time for our parking program, if those people on Islington Street want their own 
parking program, they can do the same thing.” Keep in mind, at that point we were asking to include only seven houses, houses which were 
clearly part of the neighborhood! Subsequently, this same person attacked me in a very personal manner on social media to the extent I 
needed to block them, something I rarely do. This is a person who really knew nothing about me, except that we did not have exactly the 
same views on the NPP. I think these are the types of actions that Former Mayor Blalock was concerned about. 
 
The parking program was subsequently discussed at the July 15, 2019 City Council meeting: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1CqV9wcuO0 
 
Discussion of the Islington Creek Neighborhood Parking Program began at time stamp 2:13:30 and, again, I think the comments of Former 
Mayor Jack Blalock are worth listening to. His remarks begin at time stamp 2:35.10. At the end of the meeting the matter was sent back to 
the Parking Traffic and Safety Committee for more work. 
As always, thank you for your time and I am looking forward to your discussion on November 21. 
Ken Goldman 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

__________________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Sat, 11/19/2022 - 14:39 
Full Name 
Elizabeth Bratter 
Email 
qatoday@yahoo.com 
Subject 
Less costly in the long run 
Address 
159 McDonough St Property Owner 
Message 
Dear Mayor McEachren and City Councilors, 
The best way to spend money is to really think about the whole picture. The estimate for the water line pipe is 7.5 million yet only 6.5 
million are bonded. The cost to maintain this pipe under Little Bay compared to it running on land is significant. The 2017 Stantec Report 
shows that the pipe running on land is TWO MILES SHORTER. Please review the Stantec report on page 9 of 21. The only concern the report 
had was that the Spaulding Turnpike bridge AT THAT TIME would not able to support the pipe needed.  
In 2018 NHDOT began the process to replace the two bridges and in 2023 the Old General Sullivan bridge will be replaced. All three of these 
bridges can carry whatever size pipe is needed, even the Scammel Bridge has been replaced. The smaller "New" General Sullivan is being 
proposed to carry the much needed redundant water line for 8 seacoast cities. Using the Ruth Griffin Bridge (south bound on Spaulding) to 
carry the much needed new 24" line is not only a shorter distance it could likely be run at the same time the redundant line is being added 
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on the General Sullivan Bridge which could save a LOT on construction costs!!  
The connection which runs out Fox Point Road in Newington to Fox Point, across Little Bay to 180 Piscataqua Rd, across the protected lands 
of Wagon Hill in Durham to Emery Farm could be left alone while the two new lines are added under the bridges. It has over 50% of its 
original thickness and likely can make it another 2‐5 years. It would likely allow for more cooperation between Newington and Durham 
without infringing on their residents, conservation lands, much less Little Bay. 
This could all be done WITHOUT needing to extend the easement to 70' for the Macleans whose family generously gave Portsmouth an 
easement to WATER FRONT property. Now being threatened to negotiate or lose 70' of shoreline by eminent domain because Portsmouth 
DID NOT take care of the original pipe, much less trespassed on their property rights for years, is pretty low!  
Think about this for one minute. You are kind enough to allow a city to use WATERFRONT property and then that city shafts you when they 
decide they need 70' of it. How many of you would be willing to give away your rights to 70' of shoreline along Little Bay? Most homes don't 
even have that much shoreline to begin with. Much less as property owner wouldn't you want to question everything after 3 different 
versions of the plan were submitted to you?  
The redundant line for the Seacoast proposed working with Portsmouth and Dover is going to take some engineering to move forward. In 
the meantime Portsmouth could be working on running the line on land. The ability to maintain it would a LOT less money and if anything 
goes wrong it would be a LOT easier and MORE cost effective to repair. Hiring divers for most care of the under the water line is quite 
costly!  
This project has to last 50 years or more. Do NOT FEEL RUSHED, no one was in a rush 10 years ago. Get all the facts, watch the money‐ its 
changed a number of times. Most of all, act respectful to the people who have already been very generous allowing easements on their 
land so Portsmouth and other communities have access to clean water! No one is taking responsibility for NOT maintaining these pipes. It 
seems like it was not being rushed since it was discovered in 2012. Please don't rush any of this; find out the financial specifics, ask for a 
new report on moving this over land because what you spend today you will save later in maintenance and any future replacement costs! 
Let's show a little respect and decorum, not sugar coat threats when easement holder question "the plans" and what is going to happen to 
their backyard!  
Thank you taking the time to read this. Please do MORE research. All decisions should be informed by looking at ALL the facts, not just those 
sugar coated for you. Please make sure they are accurate and UP TO DATE, especially when talking about spending millions of dollars, not 
just on this project but also on the proposed redundant line. The grants are great but there are many other costs that don't seem to be 
accounted for. Sincerely, Elizabeth Bratter 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

_______________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Sun, 11/20/2022 - 13:24 
Full Name 
Barbara Sadick 
Email 
barbsadick@comcast.net 
Subject 
Neighborhood Parking Program 
Address 
271 Islington St. 
Message 
I hope that you will consider these comments during your work session on neighborhood parking. 
I live in the Islington Creek neighborhood where we have been subject to the "pilot" parking program. Before it started, I spoke to both the 
City Council and the Parking & Traffic Safety Committee and asked why we were doing it, since there was never either the data or the 
popular support to do so. I was assured that "this was just a pilot" and data would be collected to see if the pilot was beneficial. Now we 
have this data and it still shows that the program is unnecessary, based on parking utilization statistics.  
This program was pushed by a small, vocal group of residents (and non-resident landlords!), based in part on anecdotal evidence from 
before the Foundry Garage was built and in part on their desire to be assured parking directly in front of their houses. It was also pushed by 
a former member of the City Council who expressed a desire for parking programs to be expanded into the South End (which had 
previously rejected the idea). It is time to call an end to this unnecessary, unwanted and expensive program. 
Perhaps, the City Council wants to look at parking issues on a city-wide basis. I support the idea of developing a process for a neighborhood 
to petition for a special parking program. But, there must be established rules and standards before such implementation. For example, the 
City could mandate that before a parking program is instituted, there must be a demonstrable lack of parking (e.g., utilization in excess of 
85%) and that there must be a verified poll of the neighborhood in which 75% or more of the people, who actually live there, want such a 
program. It is also important that the boundaries of any program logically include the entire neighborhood, not just the blocks where the 
most vocal residents live. 
I hope that during your work session, the City Council will come up with a fair process - one that recognizes the expertise of our Public 
Works parking experts when they present impartial data and one that does not just listen to a few "squeaky wheels". I also hope that any 
process is applied to the entire city - not just one target neighborhood. 
Thank you! 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 
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Submitted on Sun, 11/20/2022 - 14:58 
Full Name 
Valerie Rochon 
Email 
valerie@portsmouthnh400.org 
Subject 
Thank you from Portsmouth NH 400th Legacy Committee 
Address 
19 Duston Ave 
Hampton, New Hampshire. 03842‐3299 
Message 
Thank you to City Manager Conard, the Trustees of the City Trust Fund, and each of our City Councilors for continuing to support the arts by 
approving the allocation of $21,000 from the City Arts Trust Fund for use by the Legacy Committee of Portsmouth NH 400th in creating a 
sculpture garden at the Bohenko Gateway Park. In particular, we'd like to thank Councilors Cook and Moreau in their ongoing pursuit of 
streamlining the arts approval process for projects such as these. We appreciate all your support. Valerie Rochon, PNH400 Managing 
Director, and Ernie Greenslade, Team Leader for the Legacy Committee.  
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

____________________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Mon, 11/21/2022 - 11:47 
Full Name 
Christina Dubin 
Email 
christinadubin@gmail.com 
Subject 
EPA grant funding opportunities  
Address 
336 Miller Ave.  
Message 
I'm wondering if anyone is looking into the monies being offered to cities/towns per below? Applications are due January 16th. I'd like to 
raise the idea of curbside compost again and in addition to the Sustainability Committee, there are a number of waste reduction groups in 
the Seacoast and state that would certainly work with Portsmouth in a PPP. There are upcoming webinars to explain eligibility, process and 
scope. Will any Councilors or City Staff be attending any of these webinars?  
 
https://www.nrrarecycles.org/news/epa‐recycling‐grant‐opportunities‐announced 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has released new recycling grant opportunities funded by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. 
Through the Recycling Education and Outreach grant program, towns and cities can apply for grants between $250,000 and $2 million to 
improve consumer education and outreach on waste prevention, reuse, recycling, and composting. Through the Solid Waste Infrastructure 
for Recycling grant program, towns and cities can apply for grants between $500,000 and $4 million to improve materials management and 
infrastructure for recycling and composting. Applications for both programs are due January 16, 2023. The estimated start date for projects 
awarded grants is October 2023, and all project activities must be completed within three years. Learn more about these grant 
opportunities and how NRRA member communities can apply.  
Thank you, 
Christina 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

_____________________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 6 

 

Submitted on Mon, 11/21/2022 - 11:51 
Full Name 
Michelle Wirth 
Email 
wirthsicle@gmail.com 
Subject 
Islington Creek parking program 
Address 
439 Hanover St 
Message 
The parking pilot program in the Islington St neighborhood is an absurd waste of city tax dollars. 
The solution to keep non‐resident cars from taking up all the parking spaces on Hanover St near Bridge St is to enforce a city ordinance that 
is already on the books.           Please read the existing City Ordinance that I've pasted below.  Cars can be marked as resident by displaying a 
Portsmouth Transfer Station sticker on their window.  These are already available at the Public Works Department for no charge.       This 
ordinance makes no exception for  two hour parking, nor should it.  It can be enforced by one daily random trip up Hanover by a meter 
reader.Thank you,Michelle Wirth  

ARTICLE XVI: RESIDENT ONLY PARKINGSection 7.1601: GENERAL STATEMENTIn addition to any other regulations or restrictions which may 
be placed upon the parking ofvehicles on the following streets, the parking of vehicles at these locations shall be limited onMonday through 
Friday, excluding legal holidays, between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.,to vehicles which are registered to persons who reside or 
entities which are located in the City ofPortsmouth.Section 7.1602: LOCATIONSA. Hanover Street – both sides between Brewster Street and 
Bridge StreetB. Pearl Street – Easterly side of Pearl Street, from a point ninety feet (90’) north ofIslington Street to the corner of Pearl Street 
and Hanover Street.Section 7.1603: PENALTYWhoever violates, or permits or allows anyone in control of their vehicle to violate, 
thisordinance shall forfeit to the City of Portsmouth the sum of twenty‐five dollars ($25.00). In theevent that payment of such forfeiture 
amount is not made within thirty (30) days of the violation,forfeiture shall be in the sum of fifty dollars ($50.00). In the event of failure to 
make suchforfeiture the violator shall be subject of a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00)upon conviction of the violation in 
the Portsmouth District Court.   
Michelle Blaisdell Wirthwirthsicle@gmail.com 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.    Yes 

__________________________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Tue, 11/22/2022 - 09:43 
Full Name 
Michael Magnant 
Email 
magnantm@comcast.net 
Subject 
Leash Law 
Address 
140 Pinehurst Rd 
Message 
To The Editor, 
I read Mr. Newby’s letter to the City Council today that quotes an anonymous city official that was involved in changing the leash law in 
2005. It insinuates that the decision to change the ordinance was arbitrary or capricious. I too, as Chief of Police at the time, was part of 
that conversation. The change came about because the voice control ordinance at the time permitted dogs to be off leash on city sidewalks 
and property, if under the voice control of their owner. It simply didn’t work. That’s why it was changed. It was done after much discussion 
and with complete transparency. 
I have owned numerous dogs. The last one for 15 years. She listened marvelously if I had a piece of imported provolone cheese in my hand. 
Not so much when a pesky squirrel crossed her path. We walked her on a 15‐foot retractable leash; no great hardship. 
Simply put, the majority of dogs are great companions. That doesn’t mean they get to chase runners, skateboarders, other dogs and 
children. The City Council has more important things to do than deal with rescinding a leash law that has worked for the last 15 years. Listen 
to the Police Chief and the Animal Control Officer. Their opinions, which Mr. Newby is so quick to discount, is based on their knowledge and 
experience. It’s what you pay them for. 
Michael Magnant 
Chief of Police (Ret.) 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

_________________________________________________________________  
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Submitted on Sun, 11/27/2022 - 11:51 
Full Name 
Thomas Gross 
Email 
thomaswgross@gmail.com 
 
Subject 
high speed traffic on Dennett St.  
 
Address 
295 Dennett St. 
Portsxmouth, New Hampshire. 03801 
 
Message 
To the Council:  
Problem: Our neighborhood has alerted you in the past that the traffic on Dennett St. is too fast between Maplewood and Burkitt. In the 
past several years there have been several accidents at the crest of Hunters Hill (intersection of Dennett and Thornton). A dog was killed. 
On another occasion, a driver hit the car of a woman who was removing a baby from the car. Another car was struck when backing out of 
her driveway. All these accidents were caused by vehicles not from this neighborhood, including heat y trucks and commercial traffic, 
speeding (40 mph) and trying to avoid the Rt. 1 bypass. At the crest of Hunters Hill, you will notice there is very little visibility of the road 
over the crest. This is where those accidents occurred. All of the neighbors are in agreement that this is a very dangerous situation. Many 
children walk or ride their bikes to Franklin School. For walkers and bikers (and the Market Sq. Day 5K race), this is a very busy street and we 
need the traffic to SLOW DOWN! 
Solution: The best solution is a Stop sign at the crest of Hunters Hill (intersection of Dennett and Thornton). A speed bump will not help, and 
is more expensive to the city. Even though you did evaluate this corner three years ago, your conclusion that a Stop sign would disrupt 
traffic was incorrect. There would not be a long line of cars waiting to go through.l Indeed, the use of another Stop sign on Dennett would 
discourage those impatient drivers from taking this route. We will come to the Council meeting to address this issue if you do not do 
something. 
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

_______________________________________________________________  

Submitted on Tue, 11/29/2022 - 07:38 
Full Name 
Walter bardenwerper 
Email 
walter.bardenwerper@gmail.com 
Subject 
ADUs 
Address 
69 Hunking St 
Message 
I commend to the entire Council and HDC the comments of Member Bagley on this topic, as recently reported in Seacoast Online. He has 
this exactly right. We should be streamlining the ADU process, reducing its cost and timeline, and letting people get on with these projects. 
It is not THE solution, but it is A solution; and we need to start providing solutions. As an example of what should NOT happen, what has 
been imposed on the Nerbonnes through abuse of the administrative and litigation process by their easterly “neighbors” on Gates St has 
been a miniature version of Bleak House in modern New Hampshire. We need to facilitate ADUs with reasonable regulatory requirements 
and a minimum of red tape.  
Thank you for your consideration and constructive governance.  
Please indicate if you would like your comment to be part of the public record for the upcoming City Council meeting.  Yes 

________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 























































 
 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

ACTION SHEET 
8:30 A.M. – October 6th, 2022 

Conference Room A 
 

 
PRESENT: Members:  City Manager Karen Conard, Deputy Police Chief Mike Maloney, 

Public Works Director Peter Rice, Fire Chief Bill McQuillen, Chairman Andrew 
Bagley, Erica Wygonik, Mary Lou McElwain, Steve Pesci, Mark Syracusa, Harold 
Whitehouse 
 

 City Staff:  City Engineer Eric Eby, Parking Director Ben Fletcher, Associate 
Engineer Tyler Reese 

 

ACTION ITEMS FOR CITY COUNCIL 

 

 Taxi Stands, request to report back on removal of taxi only parking spots downtown 
and across the city, by City Council: Voted to eliminate all taxi stands except in front 
of Tuscan Steakhouse. 
 

 Morning Street, request to restrict parking at Woodbury Avenue intersection, by 
resident: Voted to install No Parking Here to Corner signs 30 feet from Woodbury 
Avenue. 

 

 Neighborhood Parking Program, discussion and recommendation of program fee to 
Fee Committee: Voted to recommend that City Council end the pilot program, and 
to present the framework laid out by the Parking Director if a permanent program is 
implemented by the City Council. 

 

 

1. Roll Call 

 
2. Financial Report:  Voted to accept and place on file Financial Report dated August 31, 2022. 
 
3. Public Comment Session:  There were eight speakers: Scott Gerrato spoke regarding taxi 

parking downtown. Evan Mullen requested that the Committee study traffic safety on Summer 
Street. Ken Goldman, Michelle Worth, Sampo Kaasila, Barbara Sadick, Elizabeth Bratter, and 
Liza Hewitt spoke regarding the Neighborhood Parking Program.  

 
4. Taxi Stands, request to report back on removal of taxi only parking spots downtown 

and across the city, by City Council: Voted to eliminate all taxi stands except in front of 
Tuscan Steakhouse. 

 
5. Morning Street, request to restrict parking at Woodbury Avenue intersection, by 

resident: Voted to install No Parking Here to Corner signs 30 feet from Woodbury Avenue. 
 
6. Mariette Drive, request for speed study, by resident: Voted to refer to staff for study and 

report back.  
 



 
 

7. Maple Haven, request for stop sign evaluation at several locations, by resident: Voted 
to refer to staff for study and report back. 

 
8. Neighborhood Parking Program, discussion and recommendation of program fee to Fee 

Committee: Voted to recommend to City Council to end the pilot program and to present the 
framework laid out by the Parking Director if a permanent program is implemented by the City 
Council. 

 
9. Monthly Accident Report: Informational; no action required. 
 

10. Adjournment: On unanimous roll call 9-0 voted to adjourn 9:59 AM. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Leila Birr 
 

 
 



 

 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

  

CONFERENCE ROOM A 
CITY HALL, MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, 1 JUNKINS AVENUE 

 

Members of the public also have the option to join the meeting over Zoom 
(See below for more details)* 

 

8:30 AM October 6th, 2022 
MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Andrew Bagley called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Members Present:  
Chairman Andrew Bagley 
Steve Pesci 
Erica Wygonik (Alternate) 
Public Works Director Peter Rice 
City Manager Karen Conard 
Deputy Police Chief Mike Maloney  
Harold Whitehouse 
Mary Lou McElwain (Z) 
Mark Syracusa 
Fire Chief William McQuillen 

 
City Staff Present: 
Parking Director Ben Fletcher 
City Engineer – Parking, Transportation and Planning Eric Eby 
Associate Engineer Tyler Reese 

 
III. FINANCIAL REPORT 

[00:06:25] Peter Rice moved to accept the Financial Report dated August 31, 2022, and 
place it on file, seconded by Mark Syracusa.  On a unanimous vote, motion passed 9-0. 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT (15 MINUTES) 

This is the time for all comments on any of the agenda items or non-agenda items. 

 

[00:07:20] There were eight speakers: Scott Gerrato spoke regarding taxi parking 
downtown. Evan Mullen requested that the Committee study traffic safety on Summer 



 

 

Street. Ken Goldman, Michelle Worth, Sampo Kaasila, Barbara Sadick, Elizabeth Bratter, 
and Liza Hewitt spoke regarding the Neighborhood Parking Program. 

 

V. PRESENTATIONS 
None 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS  
(No public comment during Committee discussion without Committee approval.) 

 
A. [00:37:40] Taxi Stands, request to report back on removal of taxi only parking spots 

downtown and across the city, by City Council.   
 

There is only one licensed taxi driver in the city. He requests keeping the taxi stand 
in front of Toscana. 
 
Peter Rice made a motion to eliminate all taxi stands except for the existing one in 
front of Tuscan Steakhouse. Mark Syracusa seconded the motion. On a unanimous 
vote, motion passed 9-0.  
 

B. [00:42:33] Morning Street, request to restrict parking at Woodbury Avenue 
intersection, by resident. 

 
This signage would be in line with state laws and city ordinances, which prohibit 
parking within 30 feet of an intersection. 
 
Harold Whitehouse made a motion to install No Parking Here to Corner signs 30 
feet from Woodbury Avenue, seconded by Mark Syracusa. On a unanimous vote, 
motion passed 9-0. 
 

C. [00:44:14] Mariette Drive, request for speed study, by resident. Mark Syracusa 
made a motion to refer to staff for study and report back. Motion was seconded by 
Harold Whitehouse. Motion passed on a unanimous vote 9-0.  

 
D. [00:45:20] Maple Haven, request for stop sign evaluation at several locations, by 

resident. Karen Conard moved to refer to staff for study and report back, seconded 
by Mark Syracusa. Motion passed on a unanimous vote 9-0. 

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. [00:46:49] Islington Creek Neighborhood Parking Program, discussion and 
recommendation of program fee to Fee Committee. Benjamin Fletcher presented 
framework and recommendations for paid parking to the Committee should the City 
Council decide to implement a permanent Neighborhood Parking Program. 



 

 

Steve Pesci made a motion to recommend that City Council end the pilot program, 
and to present the framework laid out by the Parking Director if a permanent 
program is implemented by the City Council. Motion was seconded by Mark 
Syracusa. On a unanimous vote, motion passed 9-0. 

 
VIII. INFORMATIONAL 

 
A. [01:30:39] Monthly Accident Report from Police. 

 
Deputy Police Chief Mike Maloney commented that there were 81 crashes in August.  
Of that, 48 of them were reportable.  There was one accident involving a bike, as well 
as one involving a pedestrian. 

 
IX. MISCELLANEOUS 

 

A. [01:31:43] Email from a resident regarding whether fees are paid to the City for 
events held at the Bridge Street Lot. 
 

B. [01:33:18] Request from a resident of Broad Street to look at the intersection of 
South Street and Broad Street. People are parking close to the intersection. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Harold Whitehouse moved to adjourn at 9:59 a.m., seconded by Mark Syracusa.  On a 
unanimous vote, motion passed 9-0. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Leila Birr, 
Administrative Assistant, Department of Public Works 

 
*Members of the public also have the option to join the meeting over Zoom, a unique meeting ID 
and password will be provided once you register. To register, click on the link below or copy and 
paste this into your web browser: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xjurgSbqRA2S8Uw3KnbUkw  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xjurgSbqRA2S8Uw3KnbUkw


Islington Creek Neighborhood Parking Program (NPP)
Pricing Recommendation

At the City Council meeting on August 22, 2022, the Parking Division was tasked with developing a 

pricing strategy to assure a permanent Islington Creek Neighborhood Parking Program can be run 
at no net cost to the City.

The Islington Creek neighborhood has an inherent parking supply vs. demand issue.  While certain 
sections of the neighborhood (those located nearest the Foundry Garage) are indeed over-

utilized due to large rental property populations and a short supply of on-street and private 

parking inventory, the overall neighborhood, as bounded in the current pilot program (Pilot), is not 
experiencing occupancy figures to a degree that would normally dictate demand reduction 

resolutions.  Parking Industry Best Practice suggests mitigation measures be explored when 

occupancy reaches 85% or above, while the Islington Creek neighborhood has for years not 

exceeded 75%. 

The City has completed a year-over-year analysis of the 2021 and 2022 spring and summer seasons, 

using occupancy data from May through early August in each year.  Data indicate that the 
neighborhood enjoyed less than a 2% reduction in demand that can be directly attributed to the 

Pilot.  This equates to less than 5 additional open spaces neighborhood-wide.  Considering the 

$113,500 net cost to run the program, this equates to $22,883 per ‘gained space’ that can be 

directly attributed to the program.  For context, the highest-grossing parking space in 

downtown Portsmouth generates slightly less than $8,000 in gross revenues annually.   

While the gained spaces do indicate a positive result, the spaces ‘gained’ were not within the 

geographical area most affected by high demand and short supply, that being between Rock Street 

and Bridge Street.  Rather, the open spaces were primarily realized in the less-populated, lower-

demand areas west of Cornwall Street. 

Rather than continuing the current program under the Pilot format, with its high costs and 
minimal benefits, the Division recommends implementing an on-street metered parking program. 

Metering Method
Rather than purchasing and installing parking meters throughout the neighborhood, the Division 
recommends that metering this area be performed solely through the use of the ParkMobile 
smartphone application. This will allow for minimal additional signage and no crowding of 
sidewalks with parking meters or kiosks, while providing the additional features popular with users 
of the app in the City’s downtown area, such as text notifications when sessions are expiring and 
the option to extend if desired. 

The ParkMobile approach is the least intrusive process, leaving the neighborhood’s character 
intact.  Additionally, Portsmouth resident users of ParkMobile do not pay the $.35 service fee and 
enjoy a price reduction of $.50 per hour. Non-residents and users without passes will simply 
engage the meter system for the duration of their stay.



 Guest Passes are no longer necessary

 Event Passes are no longer necessary

 Contractor Passes are no longer necessary

Pricing 
Pricing and policy recommendations from the Parking Division are always geared toward 
behavior management.  For example, pricing in the Downtown accelerates after the 3rd hour, 
providing an economic incentive for users to choose to vacate (turn over) spaces at the City’s 
desired 3-hour time frame.  This leaves the space open for the next user, enabling support of 
local businesses by providing a convenient parking option for those who would choose to 
patronize those businesses.

Unlike the City’s high-demand parking areas, there is no call to encourage users to turn spaces 
over at the 3rd hour in a residential neighborhood.  Because of this, the Parking Division does 
not recommend using the Stay & Pay pricing model that has seen success in the Downtown 
area.  Rather, the flat hourly rate structure utilized in each of the City’s parking garages more 
accurately reflects the pricing structure that should be implemented for this neighborhood. 

In order to continue to encourage the use of the nearby Foundry Garage, a rate of $1.50 per 
hour for on-street parking in this neighborhood is recommended.  This aligns with the current 
B-Zone rate of $1.50 for the first three hours, but would not escalate in the 4th hour and 
beyond.  Pricing in this manner provides a natural incentive for users to choose the Foundry 
Garage with its $1 per hour rate.

NPP Passes
The anticipated revenue from on-street visitor parking can be expected to offset a good 

portion of the costs associated with extending this program.  This allows for a situation where a 

flat, nominal fee can be applied to NPP passes.  For year one, the Division recommends a $125 

annual fee, per pass, for up to 3 passes per household, each of which must be associated 

with a single, particular vehicle as in the current program.  These fees will offset the cost 

of labor and materials for processing applications.  At the conclusion of year one, revenues can 

be assessed against ongoing costs and annual permit fees can be adjusted to 

accommodate.  Due to high resident turnover in the target neighborhood, the Division 

recommends an annual renewal, with the process being staggered by block to avoid lengthy 
waits for renewals.

Advantages 
With a simple application of the ParkMobile app for all non-passholders, the following unpopular 
features inherent in the current Pilot model are eliminated:



 
 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

ACTION SHEET 
8:30 A.M. – November 3, 2022 

Conference Room A 

 

PRESENT: Members:  City Manager Karen Conard, Deputy Police Chief Mike Maloney, 
Public Works Director Peter Rice, Fire Chief Bill McQuillen, Chairman Andrew 
Bagley, Erica Wygonik, Mary Lou McElwain, Steve Pesci, Mark Syracusa, Harold 
Whitehouse 
 

 City Staff:  City Engineer Eric Eby, Parking Director Ben Fletcher, Associate 
Engineer Tyler Reese 

 

ACTION ITEMS FOR CITY COUNCIL 

 

 None 
 

 

1. Roll Call 

 
2. Financial Report:  Voted to accept and place on file Financial Report dated September 30, 

2022. 
 
3. Public Comment Session:  There were five speakers: John Tabor, Doug Roberts, Matthew 

Glenn, Ann Cummings, and Peter Wissel all spoke regarding bicyclist concerns. 
 
4. Sagamore Avenue, request to extend bike lanes from Little Harbor Road to Rye Line, by 

Seacoast Area Bicycle Riders: Voted to refer to staff for evaluation and report back at a 
future meeting. 

 
5. Broad Street, request to move no parking signage further back from South Street, by 

resident: Voted to relocate NO PARKING HERE TO CORNER signs 30 feet from crosswalk 
on both sides of Broad Street north of South Street and to monitor conditions to see if further 
changes needed. 

 
6. Maplewood Avenue at Prospect Street, report back on request to slow traffic on 

Maplewood Avenue: Voted to place item on file.  
 
7. Mariette Drive, speed analysis: Voted to place item on file. 
 
8. Maple Haven stop sign analysis: Voted to approve installation of stop sign on northbound 

leg of Suzanne Drive, at intersection of Suzanne Drive and Simonds Road, near park. 
 
 
9. Monthly Accident Report: Informational; no action required. 
 

10. Adjournment: Voted to adjourn 9:30 AM. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Leila Birr 



 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE  

  

CONFERENCE ROOM A 
CITY HALL, MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, 1 JUNKINS AVENUE 

 

Members of the public also had the option to join the meeting over Zoom 
 

 

8:30 AM November 3rd, 2022 
MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Andrew Bagley called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Members Present:  
Chairman Andrew Bagley 
Steve Pesci 
Erica Wygonik (Alternate) 
Public Works Director Peter Rice 
City Manager Karen Conard 
Deputy Police Chief Mike Maloney  
Harold Whitehouse 
Mary Lou McElwain  
Mark Syracusa 
Fire Chief William McQuillen 

 
City Staff Present: 
Parking Director Ben Fletcher 
City Engineer – Parking, Transportation and Planning Eric Eby 
Associate Engineer Tyler Reese 

 
III. FINANCIAL REPORT 

[00:05:15]  Karen Conard moved to accept the Financial Report dated September 30th, 
2022, and place it on file, seconded by Mary Lou McElwain.  On a unanimous vote, motion 
passed 9-0. 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT (15 MINUTES) 

This is the time for all comments on any of the agenda items or non-agenda items. 
 

[00:05:50] There were five speakers: John Tabor, Doug Roberts, Matthew Glenn, Ann 
Cummings, and Peter Wissel (Z) all spoke regarding bicyclist concerns. 



 

[00:19:53] Peter Rice requested to comment on the bicyclists’ Sagamore Avenue 
Concerns. 

 
V. PRESENTATIONS 

None 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS  
(No public comment during Committee discussion without Committee approval.) 

 
B. [00:21:47] Karen Conard moved to suspend the rules to take up item B on the 

agenda first, seconded by Peter Rice. Motion passed on a unanimous vote 9-0. 
 

Sagamore Avenue, request to extend bike lanes from Little Harbor Road to Rye Line, 
by Seacoast Area Bicycle Riders. Peter Rice moved to refer to staff for evaluation 
and report back at a future meeting, seconded by Karen Conard. Motion passed on 
a unanimous vote 9-0. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the City’s current plans for Sagamore Avenue, and 
regarding the portion of the road that is state owned. 
 
There was also discussion regarding the name of the Parking and Traffic Safety 
Committee, clarifying that the interests of pedestrians and bicyclists are included. 
A bicycle and pedestrian working group was suggested. 
 
[00:37:20] Peter Rice moved to allow comment out of order, so that Matthew Glenn 
could comment. Seconded by Mary Lou McElwain. Motion passed on a unanimous 
vote 9-0. 
 

A. [00:38:52] Broad Street, request to move no parking signage further back from 
South Street, by resident. Karen Conard moved to relocate NO PARKING HERE TO 
CORNER signs 30 feet from crosswalk on the north side of South Street, seconded 
by Harold Whitehouse. Motion was amended by Mary Lou McElwain to relocate 
NO PARKING HERE TO CORNER signs 30 feet from crosswalk on both sides of Broad 
Street north of South Street and to monitor conditions to see if further changes 
needed, seconded by Peter Rice. Motion passed on a unanimous vote 9-0.  

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. [00:46:33] Maplewood Avenue at Prospect Street, report back on request to slow 
traffic on Maplewood Avenue. Karen Conard moved to place item on file, seconded 
by Peter Rice. On a unanimous vote, motion passed 9-0. 

 
B. [00:49:14] Mariette Drive, speed analysis. Karen Conard moved to place item on file, 

seconded by Peter Rice. On a unanimous vote, motion passed 9-0. 



 

C. [00:50:02] Maple Haven stop sign analysis. Karen Conard moved to approve 
installation of stop sign on northbound leg of Suzanne Drive, at intersection of 
Suzanne Drive and Simonds Road, near park. Seconded by Peter Rice.  Motion passed 
on a unanimous vote, 9-0.   

 
VIII. INFORMATIONAL 

 
A. [00:52:53] Monthly Accident Report from Police. 

 
Deputy Police Chief Mike Maloney commented that there were 77 crashes in 
September.  Of that, 48 of them were reportable.  There were no accidents involving 
bicycles or pedestrians. 
 
Mary Lou McElwain inquired as to how the police are addressing distracted driving. 

 
IX. MISCELLANEOUS 

 

A. [00:56:03] Mark Syracusa suggested the City put out reminder messaging on 
Jessica’s Law, which legally requires drivers to clear snow and ice off their cars 
before getting on the road.  

 
B. [00:58:45] Steve Pesci spoke about vehicle passing of mopeds and bicycles at above 

the posted speed. 
 
C. [01:00:02] Mary Lou McElwain wanted it noted that there are three intersections 

on Maplewood at Congress, Hanover, Deer that are not safe for pedestrians. 
 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Karen Conard moved to adjourn at 9:30 a.m., seconded by Mary Lou McElwain. On a 
unanimous vote, motion passed 9-0. 
 
There will be no Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Meeting in December. The next 
meeting will be on January 5th, 2023. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Leila Birr, 
Administrative Assistant, Department of Public Works 

 



Gift and Donation Submission Form 
Donations received by the City of Portsmouth must be accepted by the City Council. Please 
complete this form and submit it to the City Manager for inclusion on an upcoming agenda. 

 

Date: 

Department/ 
Contact Person:   

      Donation Amount:   
 

Are Funds to be directed to a particular department, program or fund? – If yes, please 
provide detail below: 

  

 

 

       Is there a particular purpose intended with this donation: 

Cemetery projects 
 
 
 
 

 

 Other Information/Special Conditions: 

To be wired from Morgan Stanley 
 
 

 

Donor Information 
First & Last Name:  

Business Name: 

Address*: 

Phone*: 

      Email*: 

 

Please note that gifts/donations to individual employees with a value of $100 or more are not 
permitted. Information with an asterisk (*) indicates it will not be publicly distributed. 

11/18/2022 
Peter Rice, Director of Public Works 
Corin Hallowell, Parks and Greenery Foreman 

$2001.38 

Cemetery Committee 

Kerry and Peter Rubinstein  

 

111 Bridge Street, Unit 201, Portsmouth NH 

kerry@turtlebrook.com 

917-597-1969 



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: KAREN S. CONARD, CITY MANAGER  

FROM: BEVERLY MESA-ZENDT, PLANNING DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: 2022 OUTDOOR DINING SEASON STAFF REPORT 

DATE: 11-29-22

Background 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the corresponding Governor’s State of Emergency Declaration had a 

profound impact on local restaurants by imposing significant limitations on indoor dining. Portsmouth 

responded by inviting businesses to extend dining service into the public realm (streets, sidewalks, and 

parking areas) to create opportunities for local restaurants to recover from the impactful loss of revenue 

and provide a safer dining experience to the public.  

The outdoor dining experience continues to be a preferred option during suitable months in the spring, 

summer, and fall. There is reason to believe that this preference will continue well beyond pandemic-related 

restrictions, as public anxiety over indoor dining persists and the general preference for outdoor dining 

continues to grow in popularity.  In 2022, 43 eating and drinking establishments participated in the City’s 

outdoor dining licensing program. 

End of the Year Report 

At the February 22, 2022, City Council meeting, staff was directed to provide an end of the year report. For 

that report, City Council asked that staff: 

• Survey restaurants to better understand customer demand for outdoor spaces.

• Survey local businesses within 100 feet of all outdoor cafes to better understand impacts to and

concerns of surrounding businesses.

• Maintain database of reported concerns, conflicts, or outdoor related dining issues reported by

residents, businesses, and the Police and Fire Departments.

Staff Recommendation  

Distribute 2022 Outdoor Dining End of Season Report as part of the December 5th City Council meeting 

packet. Staff will follow up with a presentation at the Wednesday December 14, 2022 City Council meeting, 

when staff will seek additional guidance for the 2023 season.  

Attachment: 2022 Outdoor Dining End of the Season Report 



2022 Outdoor 
Dining End of 
Season Report 

City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
Outdoor Dining Working Group 

Beverly Mesa-Zendt Planning Director; Shanti Wolph Building Official Patrick Howe Deputy Fire 

Chief; Eric Eby City Engineer; Kristin Shaw Deputy Health Officer; Jason Page Zoning 

Enforcement Officer; Synthia Ravell Legal Administrator; Stefanie Casella Planner 1 
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BACKGROUND 
The COVID-19 pandemic and the corresponding Governor’s State of Emergency Declaration had a 

profound impact on local restaurants by imposing significant limitations on indoor dining. Portsmouth 

responded by inviting businesses to extend dining service into the public realm (streets, sidewalks, 

and parking areas) to create opportunities for local restaurants to recover from the loss of revenue and 

provide a safer dining experience to the public. The outdoor dining experience continues to be a 

popular option during suitable months in the spring, summer, and fall. There is reason to believe that 

this preference will continue well beyond pandemic-related restrictions, as public anxiety over indoor 

dining persists and the general preference for outdoor dining continues to grow in popularity.   

Transitional Year 
In 2022, the City launched a transitional outdoor 

dining season to provide an opportunity for local 

drinking and dining establishments to slowly 

transition to permanent programmatic 

requirements. In 2022, key new programmatic 

components included: 

1. An interdepartmental working group to administer the program;

2. The adoption of the following fees:

• $10/SF in sidewalks and non-parking streets;

• $1,500 per parking space (estimated revenue from parking space is $5,700 per space

prorated); and

3. Abutter approval

Staff proposed the discontinuance of use of the travel way for outdoor dining in 2023. 2022 would 

serve as a transitional year allowing local restaurants, who have utilized this option, to prepare and 

adjust their location and business model if needed. Fees were introduced and City Council asked for 

recommendations for permanent fees to follow with the end of the year report.  

End of the Year Report 
At the February 22, 2022, City Council meeting, staff was directed to provide an end of the year report. 

For that report, City Council asked that staff: 

• Survey restaurants to better understand customer demand for outdoor spaces.

• Survey local businesses within 100 feet of all outdoor cafes to better understand impacts to

and concerns of surrounding businesses.

• Maintain database of reported concerns, conflicts, or outdoor related dining issues reported by

residents, businesses, and the Police and Fire Departments.
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SEASON IN REVIEW 
The following is a summary of participation for the 2022 Outdoor Dining Season. 

Participant Submittal Data 
• 47 outdoor dining applications were submitted.

• 43 applications were approved.

• 2 applications were withdrawn as they were not needed for outdoor dining.

• 2 applications were never completed.

Café License Summary 
• 21 licenses were approved for street locations

• 2 licenses were for both the street and the sidewalk

• 20 licenses were approved for the sidewalk only

Street Licenses 
• 5 were in travel way

• 12 were in parking spaces

• 2 were in the travel way necessitating conversion of parking for traffic

• 2 were in the loading zone

• 1 was in the loading zone necessitating conversion of parking for loading

Revenue 
• Street License: $8,760

• Sidewalk License: $37,945

• Parking Service Agreement: $51,900

• Total Revenue: $98,605

Composting 
Six outdoor dining participants participated in composting, receiving a $200 discount for providing 

evidence of food composting.   
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ABUTTERS SURVEY 
From November 1 through November 23, the City surveyed abutting businesses and residents. 

139abutters responded. Of the respondents: 

• 95 (68.3%) were residents

• 16 (11.5%) were retail business abutters

• 16 (11.5%) were office or non-retail abutters

• 6 (4.3%) were dining or drinking establishments

• 6 (4.3%) identified as other

When asked to describe their experience as an outdoor dining abutter: 

• 88 (63.8%) indicated that their experience was positive

• 12 (8.7%) indicated that their experience was neutral

• 38 (27.5%) indicated that their experience was negative

Positive Responses 
Those responding that 

the experience was 

positive cited increased 

downtown activity and 

vibrancy and an 

enhanced sense of 

community as the main 

reason for the positive 

response.  

“I think an additional benefit is the increased value of my residence due to 

the positive life and vibrancy of downtown Portsmouth.” 
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Negative Responses 
Those responding that the experience 

was negative cited loss of parking, 

impacts to abutting businesses, and 

disrupted traffic circulation as the main 

reason for their negative response.  

Abutter Recommendations 
Abutters responding to the survey offered a variety of suggestions. Below is a summary of some 

programmatic recommendations:   

• Provide standards for barriers to provide more uniformity and use materials that are easy to

clean and aesthetically pleasing.

• Fewer outdoor dining locations selected by lottery would preserve parking.

• Move tables near restaurant entrances and away from residential entrances.

• Consider impacts to traffic and turning visibility. Do not allow forced one-way streets.

• Shorten the season from May to November.

• Create a pedestrian-only zone in Market Square.

• Impose and enforce noise ordinances after 9:00 pm.

“Outdoor dining blocks 

sidewalks, even when it is 

unused, which is often, it 

offers limited benefits for a 

few businesses at the 

expense of other business, 

pedestrian traffic, parking 

spaces, delivery spaced (UPS 

etc.) and vehicular traffic.” 
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PARTICIPANT SURVEY 

On November 10, 2022, the City launched a survey of all outdoor dining participants. Below is a 

summary of the seven participant responses.  

Importance of Outdoor 

Dining and Overall 

Experience 

On a scale of 1 to 5, 

respondents rated the 

importance of outdoor dining 

4.7. Similarly, respondents 

rated the experience as a 4.7 

indicating an overall positive 

experience.  

When asked to further 

elaborate on their experience, 

respondents identified 

increased revenue and foot 

traffic, and increased 

downtown activity and vibrancy 

as the main reasons for rating 

the experience positively.  

Fees 
When asked how increases in fees would affect a decision to participate, the average respondent 

rating was 3.2 on a scale of 1 to 5.  

"I don't think you should increase the fee. Restaurants have a hard enough time 

with staffing, getting items to cover menu needs." 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 
Traffic and Circulation 
Staff recommends that future outdoor dining be restricted to parking spaces, sidewalks, and 

loading zones - only when a parking space is available to offset the loss of the loading zone.  

This recommendation is based, in part, on public feedback but is also based on safety issues 

experienced during the season.  

Restricting traffic or creating a one-way street on an established two-way street proved 

problematic in 2022. Drivers, accustomed to two-way traffic, often did not notice or chose to 

ignore the “do not enter” sign.  The closing of streets or lanes at signalized intersections 

required changes to the signal operations that often resulted in inefficiencies in traffic and 

pedestrian flow. Additionally, established solid waste pick up locations on newly created one-

way streets resulted in cars stacking behind solid waste trucks, generating complaints from 

drivers, residents, and business owners.  

It is staff’s recommendation that applications that result in a significant impact to the traffic 

pattern or that result in a change to the directional pattern of the street should not be 

considered. 

Parking Fees 
The annual revenue for each parking space is approximately $5,700 (weighted for partial year 

and based on 2021 summer revenues). A total of 67 parking spaces were repurposed for 

outdoor dining. The approximate normal/seasonal revenue generated for those spaces is 

$384,278. The fees per parking space were approved for $1,500 for the 2022 season. 

Recognizing that there is value to the community through increased visitation, activity, and 

vibrancy and local business patronage in the downtown and throughout the City, full cost of 

recovery is not recommended. Staff recommends a fee of $3,000 per space. This would 

include loading zones where on-street parking has been used to replace the loading zone that 

is repurposed for outdoor dining.  

Sidewalk Fees 
Staff recommends that sidewalk fees remain the same at $10 per square foot. 
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Barriers 
Implementing a standardized approach to 

enforcing barrier restrictions has been time 

consuming and difficult. Ambiguous 

definitions for opaqueness and approvable 

materials invites a range of options 

resulting in inconsistent outcomes and 

varying levels of compatibility with 

surrounding properties.  

Staff recommends that some level of 

uniformity be established for outdoor dining participants. 

1. Option 1: Barriers should be limited to 3 feet except for an additional foot for planters.

This would include the City jersey barriers and those that might be constructed on

sidewalks.

2. Option 2: The City could adopt a standardized barrier for sidewalk utilization and

continue with jersey barriers/planter boxes on the street.

Abutter Notice 
This year, any applicant that proposed utilization of area beyond the extended boundaries of 

their storefront and into the parking, street, or sidewalk area in-front of abutting businesses 

was required to provide a signed consent form from their neighbors. Staff recommends 

continuance of this programmatic requirement and the extension of this requirement to 

include abutting residences as well.  

ADA Compliance 
Anne Weidman, Biz Dev / Community Engagement for ACCESS Navigators, recommends 

that, in addition to meeting the minimum ADA requirements, the following requirements be 

adopted. 

1.  Every outdoor dining space should be accessible, at least for some portion of the

tables.

2. Platforms that are flush-with-sidewalk situation are recommended.

3. Platforms with a step should not be permitted. A portable ramp can be provided as an

accommodation but should be promptly removed to avoid being a trip hazard.
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4. Dining areas in parking spaces that have no available curb cut should use rubber

threshold mats as a fix for curbing up to 4”, this curb height is common in Portsmouth.

Outdoor Dining Season 
This year City Council approved the following outdoor dining season dates: 

• February 23, 2022 – Application Period Opens

• March 4, 2022 (weather permitting) – Use of sidewalks and public realm open (not

travel lanes or parking spaces)

• Starting the Week of April 7, 2022 (weather permitting) – Barriers are placed by DPW,

use of travel lanes and parking spaces open

• November 27, 2022 – Outdoor dining ends

Staff recommends the following outdoor dining season dates for 2023: 

• February 24, 2023 – Application Period Opens

• Starting the Week of May 1, 2023 –  Outdoor Dining Begins

• Barrier Placement begins week of  May 1, 2023

• November 12, 2023 – Outdoor dining ends
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