
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2016           TIME: 6:00PM 

A G E N D A
6:00PM – WORK SESSION RE:  MCINTYRE FEDERAL BUILDING PROPERTY 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. ROLL CALL 
III. INVOCATION 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Presentation to former Police Commissioners John Golumb and Gerald Howe 

2. Presentation Re:  Build Dio 

3. Presentation Re: Historic District Commission Design Guidelines – Joe Almeida, Chair 
and Nick Cracknell, Principal Planner 

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – MAY 18, 2016 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 

VII. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS 

1. *Acceptance of Community Development Block Grant Funds  (Sample motion – move 
to accept and expend a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) in the 
amount of $510,896 from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development) 

2. Acceptance of Gift – Edward T. Mahoney’s Red Sox Collection (Sample motion – 
move to approve and accept the gift) 

VIII. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

A. Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance – 
West End Zoning as follows: (Tabled from May 16, 2016 City Council Meeting) 

(1) Delete the existing Article 5A – Character Districts in its entirety and insert in its 
place the new Article 5A – Character Districts dated 5/2/2016 

(2) Amend Articles 4, 5, 11, 12 & 15 of the Zoning Ordinance as set forth in the 
document titled “Conforming Amendments to Zoning Ordinance” date 5/2/2016 

(3) Amend the Zoning Map as set forth in the following maps dated May 2, 2016: 

(A) Map 10.5A21A – Character Districts and Civic Districts; 
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(B) Map 10.5A21B – Building Height Standards; 
(C) Map 10.5A21C – Special Requirements for Façade Types, Front Lot Line 

Buildout & Uses 

(4) Amend the Zoning Map by changing the zoning designation of 52 parcels as set 
forth in the document titled “Proposed Additional West End Zoning Changes” 
dated 5/2/2016 and as shown on the map titled “Addition West End Zoning 
Changes – Second Reading – May 2, 2016 

B. Third and Final reading of proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 10 – Zoning 
Ordinance – Article 4 – Zoning Districts and Use Regulations, Section 10.410 – 
Establishment and Purpose of Districts, Transportation Corridor – To provide for future 
transportation uses and related facilities as well as recreational trail use (Sample
motion – move to pass third and final reading on the proposed Ordinance) 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA 

A MOTION WOULD BE IN ORDER TO ADOPT THE CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Request to Install Projecting Sign: 
 Carolyn Ottney, owner of Ceo’s Gelato Bistro, for property located at 43 Pleasant 

Street (Anticipated action – move to approve the aforementioned Projecting 
Sign License as recommended by the Planning Director, and, further, 
authorize the City Manager to execute this License Agreement) 

B. Letter from Peter Oldak, Jewell Towne Vineyards, requesting permission to have wine 
sampling at the Portsmouth Farmers’ Market starting August 6, 2016.  (Anticipated 
action – move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

X. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 

A. Letter from Chris Soucy, requesting change to Peirce Island Boat Launch pass policy 
(Sample motion – move to refer to the Recreation Board for report back)

B. Letter from Businesses and Cultural Institutions of the Bridge District regarding Podium 

C. Letter from Jonathan Blakeslee, White Heron Tea, LLC, regarding Petition for a 
Permanent Crosswalk at Albany Street and Islington Street 

XI. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICALS 

A. CITY MANAGER 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 

1. Proposed Action on International Association of Fire Fighters, Local #1313 Tentative 
Agreement

2. Request for Public Hearing Re: Various Bonding Resolutions 

3. Consideration of Appointments/Reappointments to Rockingham Planning Commission 
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4. Acceptance of Waterline Easement 

5. Annual Omnibus Ordinance Change, Parking and Traffic 

Informational items 

1. Events Listing 
2. Summary of Legislation 
3. News Release Re: June 22, 2016 Public Input Forum on Prescott Park Master Plan 
4. Market Square Day 
5. Proposed National Register (NR) District Nomination – Informational Meeting 
6. News Release Re: Standard & Poors Affirms City of Portsmouth’s AAA Bond Rating 

B. MAYOR BLALOCK 

1. Appointments to be Considered: 
 Reappointment of Joseph Almeida to the Historic District Commission 
 Appointment of Jim Lee to the Zoning Board of Adjustment as a regular member 
 Appointment of John Formella to the Zoning Board of Adjustment as an alternate 

member

2. Acceptance of Resignation – Jennifer Pyke, Portsmouth Housing Authority – resident 
representative (Sample motion – move to accept the resignation with regret and to 
send a letter of thanks for her years of service)

C. COUNCILOR LOWN 

1. Parking & Traffic Safety Action Sheet and Minutes of the June 2, 2016 meeting 
(Sample motion – move to approve and accept the action sheet and minutes of 
the June 2, 2016 Parking & Traffic Safety Committee meeting) 

D. COUNCILOR DENTON 

1. *Atlantic Heights Dog Park (Sample motion – move to have the City Manager report 
back on what would be required to reopen the Atlantic Heights Dog Park prior to 
the Peirce Island Dog Off-Leash Area temporarily closing for the Peirce Island 
Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrades) 

XII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 

*Indicates Verbal Report 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

(There are no items under this section of the agenda) 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC WHO ARE HEARING IMPAIRED: Please contact Dianna Fogarty at 603-610-7270 one-week 
prior to the meeting for assistance.  



McIntyre Discussion 

McIntyre Federal Building Property.
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CHRONOLOGY OF FEDERAL MCINTYRE BUILDING RELOCATION 
 

2004-2016 
 
2004: 

Jan  Passage of Public Law 108-199 Sec. 408 regarding funds for relocation 
of federal building to Pease International Tradeport and conveyance of 
McIntyre Building to City of Portsmouth. 
 

 
Mar 1st Letter from Mayor Sirrell to Senator Gregg reaffirming City’s intention 

to carry out acceptance and mixed-use redevelopment of federal 
McIntyre site. 

 
Oct President Bush’s appropriates $11,149,000 originally planned for 

renovations to the McIntyre Building and appropriates an additional 
$13.7 million in funds for relocation of federal building to Pease 
International Tradeport. Total funding of $24.8 million.  

 
Nov. GSA issues RFP for architects for building at Pease Tradeport. Includes 

proposed project schedule: 
 Design Completion  June 2006 
 Construction Award  August 2006 

Project Completion  September 2008 
 
2005:  

March  Planning Board approval sought to subdivide 30 acres at Pease 
International Tradeport for new federal building. 

 
Aug. 30th   Meeting with GSA representatives regarding process and schedule of 

anticipated relocation. 
 
Sept. 6th Letter from City Manager to Senator Gregg’s Chief of Staff for arranging 

August 30th meeting. Letter includes description of municipal planning 
process and commitment of CIP funding in the amount of $200,000 for 
conceptual and site plan for the McIntyre parcel.  

 
Sept. 14th  Meeting with Mayor, US Postal Service District Director, representatives 

of Senator Gregg’s office and City staff to discuss keeping retail post 
office at McIntyre Building. 

 
2006: 
 Nov. 20th Pease Development Authority sells 11.57 acres at 234 Corporate Drive to 

federal government for $1.48 million. 
  Proposed project schedule: 
  2007 Start design process 
  2008 Complete design and advertise construction 
  2010 Construction complete 
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2007-2008 GSA architectural and construction design work for new building at 
Pease International Tradeport. 

 
2009: 
 Jan14th  Senator Gregg sends response to Deputy City Manager’s request for 

status report on federal tenant relocation. Letter includes update from 
GSA indicating reduced project scope and accompanying reduction in 
project funding from $24.8 million to $20.8 million reflecting smaller 
building size. 

  Updated project schedule: 
  Jan. 2009 Preliminary design 30% complete 
  Spring 2009 “Housing” plan finalization 
  No construction date provided  

 
2010:  

Feb 23rd  Mayor Ferrini sends letters to Senator Shaheen’s State Director, 
Representative Shea-Porter’s District Manager, and Senator Gregg’s 
Project Director expressing concern about inability “to obtain a 
commitment from GSA regarding “when McIntyre might be transferred 
to the City’s control as planned.” 

 
Aug 3rd Meeting at Federal Building with GSA and Congressional delegation 

staff to discuss project and building design status. GSA Regional 
Manager indicates the project is delayed.  The delay is due to changing 
space and tenant program needs which has necessitated a building 
redesign and additional federal authorizations. 

 Revised project schedule: 
Sept. 2010 Restart Building design process 
July 2011  Initiate construction bidding process 
Dec. 2011  Award contract 
Spring 2012  Initiate construction 
Spring 2014 Occupy new building 

2011: 
 Mar. 17th City asks Homeland Security Division to reactivate agreement to use of 

“Bow Street Parking Lot” weekend. Request denied (4-28-11) for 
security reasons.  

 
 Dec. 10th Email request from Portsmouth Deputy City Manager to Senator 

Shaheen’s office requesting “update of federal building 
design/construction schedule for new facility at Pease.” Representatives 
arrange conference call. 

 
 Dec 16th Conference call between Congressional delegation staff, GSA 

representatives and City staff on status of project. 
 
 Dec. 22nd  Email from GSA Special Assistant to Regional Administrator to City 

Manager in response to timeline request for construction completion of 
McIntyre Building at Pease.  

  GSA timeline response: 
  Design completion April 30, 2012 
  Construction award  June 30, 2012 
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  Occupy new building January 2014 
    
2012:   

Sept 17th  City contacts Senator Shaheen’s office to request update on construction 
progress.  Senator Shaheen’s staff coordinates meeting for Sept 26th with 
GSA representatives, Congressional delegation staff and City staff. 

 
Sept. 26th Meeting at Federal Bldg with GSA and Congressional delegation staff 

for tour and discussion of construction schedule for new building at 
Pease and transfer of property to City of Portsmouth. GSA Regional 
Administrator explains delayed timeframe due to changing tenant space 
requirements, reduction in building size and need to comply with new 
federal regulations pertaining to construction of federal buildings.  

Revised project schedule: 
Fall 2012  Initiate construction bidding process 
Late winter 2013 Award contract 
Spring 2013  Initiate construction 
Spring 2015  Occupy new building 

 
Nov.7th City contacts Senator Shaheen’s office to request update on construction 

progress.  They contact GSA. 
 
Late Nov. GSA Regional Administrator calls City Manager and indicates project 

delayed again due to further reduction in program needs. 
 

2013: 
 

March City calls Senator Shaheen’s office to again request update on 
construction progress. 

 
April  GSA Regional Administrator calls City Manager and indicates 

President’s budget eliminates funding for relocation of federal building 
to Pease International Tradeport.   

 
April 16th Mayor sends letter to NH Congressional delegation expressing 

disappointment and requesting a discussion on the matter. 
 
April 23rd City submits a list of questions regarding the McIntyre relocation process 

to Senator Shaheen’s office. 
 
May 7th City meets with GSA to discuss elimination of funding for relocation of 

federal building. City also receives response to questions from Senator 
Shaheen staff. 

 
July 16th City meets with GSA and staff of NH Senators Shaheen and Ayotte and 

Rep. Shea-Porter to discuss redevelopment potential of McIntyre site and 
participation in a federal Urban Development/Good Neighbor pilot 
project on enhancing relationship of communities and federal property 
holders. 

 
Aug 6th  City Manager sends City Council update on interaction with GSA .  
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Sept. 26th Conference call with members of the legislative delegation staff and city 

staff to discus status of federal Urban Development/Good Neighbor pilot 
project. 

 
Fall With help of Congressional delegation, the language that would have 

rescinded the remaining funds in the federal building account and the 
authorization to move the federal McIntyre Building to Pease 
International Tradeport was struck from the President’s budget. 

 
October GSA grants permission to City for weekend use of the McIntyre Parking 

Lot. 
 
Dec. 18th Conference call to discuss Urban Development/Good Neighbor Program 

relative to planned rehabilitation of the federal McIntyre Building. 
 

2014: 
Jan 6th  Letter from GSA to Mayor requesting the City government and residents 

to engage in a dialogue about long-term utilization of McIntyre Building 
under the Urban Development/Good Neighbor Program national 
initiative. 

 
Jan 13th  City Council authorizes City Manager to work with Mayor on letter to 

GSA requesting Work Session with GSA, City Council and 
Congressional Delegation on GSA proposal and status of transfer of 
McIntyre property to City. 

 
Jan 15th  Response sent from Mayor to GSA suggesting Work Session with City 

Council and Congressional Delegation on February 18, 2014.  
 
February 18th City Council work session/teleconference on McIntyre property.  Future 

work session established for March 31, 2014.  
 
February 25th  Letter from Mayor Lister to Congressional Delegation requesting 

assistance from delegation in securing written explanation from GSA of 
why transfer of McIntyre property is not possible. CC to GSA/ 

 
March 10th Letter from GSA Regional Administrator Zarnetske to Mayor Lister in 

response to his request. 
 
Letter from Congressional Delegation to GSA Administrator Tangherlini 
requesting written responses to additional questions posed by the 
delegation. 
 

March 31st   Work Session between City Council, GSA regional representatives and 
Congressional Delegation staff. 

 
April 15th Letter from Mayor Lister requesting additional information on GSA’s 

inability to comply with legislation for additional directing the transfer of 
the McIntyre Building to the City. 
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May 8th After no response, second request to GSA for information requested in 
April 15th correspondence. 

 
May 16th Response from GSA Associate Administrator Lisa Austin 

acknowledging Mayor’s request and reporting that GSA is “actively re-
evaluating options” for tenant agencies in Portsmouth. 

 
June 5th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

discuss process for federal property disposition and opportunity for City 
to participate in process. 

 
July 11th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

 
July 14th  City Council non-meeting on negotiations and property disposition. 

 
Aug. 22nd Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

 
Oct. 31st City Council update memo. 
 
Nov. 14th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

 
Nov. 17th Working Group provides progress update at City Council meeting. 
 
Dec. 19th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

 
2015: 

Jan 30th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 
continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

 
Mar 13th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

 
April 3rd  Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group.  
 City Manager memo update to City Council on federal property 

disposition process. 
 
April 24th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

. 
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June 5th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 
continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

. 
July 13th  City Council non-meeting on negotiations and property disposition. 
 
July 17th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

. 
Aug. 17th City Council non-meeting on negotiations and property disposition. 
 
Sept. 18th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on process for federal property disposition and 
opportunity for City to participate in process. 

 
Oct. 9th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

discuss Request for Information (RFI) and Industry Day in 2016. 
 
Nov. 20th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion on GSA Request for Information (RFI) and Industry 
Day. 

. 
Dec. 21st Working Group provides progress update at City Council meeting. 
 
 

2016:  
Jan. 8th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group to 

continue discussion Request for Information (RFI) and Industry Day. 
 
Jan. 28th  GSA issues Request for Information (RFI) to solicit redevelopment 

concepts for McIntyre property and for construction of new federal 
building downtown. 

 
March 2nd City Manager updates City Council on upcoming Industry Day for 

Development Community. 
 
March 5th Industry Day Forum at Hilton Garden Inn and tour of McIntyre site. 
 GSA and City staff present to prospective developers on property 

disposition. 
 
March 28th  Deadline for responses to GSA Request for Information (RFI). 
 
May 13th Teleconference between GSA and City Council Working Group. 
 
May 16th City Council non-meeting on negotiations and property disposition. 
 
June 20th City Council work session on property transfer options. 

 
 

 



 

 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Optimization of the Thomas J. McIntyre Federal Building  
and Private-Sector Development Opportunity 

80 Daniel Street 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

 
Responses Due: March 28, 2016 

 

 U.S. General Services Administration 
Public Buildings Service 

Real Property Utilization and Disposal  
10 Causeway Street 
Boston, MA  02222 
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I.  OVERVIEW   

The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) is considering new approaches to leverage 
existing assets and engage the private sector to strengthen its real property portfolio. GSA is 
referred to in this Request for Information (RFI) as the Government. 
 
The property that is the subject of this RFI is the Thomas J. McIntyre Federal Building which is 
located at 80 Daniel Street in Portsmouth, New Hampshire and further described in Section II 
below (the Property).  Through this RFI, the Government is exploring potential strategies that may 
foster the conveyance of the Property out of federal ownership, in exchange for consideration in 
the form of construction services or conveyance resulting in Federal ownership of a facility to 
house federal tenants, fee-for-fee, or other beneficial realty transaction within the City of 
Portsmouth’s Central Business District (the Delineated Area).   
 
The Government's key strategic objectives related to the optimization of the Property include: 

Meet the long-term space needs of federal agencies by reducing the Government’s footprint 
and maximizing Federal ownership within the Delineated Area; 
Leverage the expertise of the real estate industry to unlock the equity in the Property;  
Maximize financial return to the government and taxpayers; and 
Promote new market-driven use(s) on the underdeveloped Property. 
 

The new facility will require up to 40,000 gross square feet (GSF) and sufficient on- and off-
street parking spaces as appropriate to house approximately 100-150 personnel (the New 
Facility).   
 
The Government will provide greater detail on requirements for the New Facility prior to or as 
part of the issuance of any solicitation.  The New Facility, however, will conform to the criteria and 
standards established in the P-100 Facilities Standards for the Public Buildings Service.  These 
standards are available for download at http://www.gsa.gov/portal/content/187611. The New 
Facility will require appropriate security features. 
 
The Government is issuing this RFI to obtain responses from real estate developers, construction 
entities, joint ventures, and other members of the development community (Respondents) who are 
potentially interested in acquiring the Property through an exchange transaction.  The 
Government will use the information provided in response to this RFI for planning purposes and 
for making strategic decisions regarding the future use of the Property.   
 
In considering various alternatives, the Government may exercise GSA’s authorities to exchange 
the Property for cash, construction services or other real property, or any combination thereof.   
 
The Government will not enter into a sale or exchange agreement as a result of this RFI.  After 
review of the responses, the Government will determine if there is the breadth and depth of 
interest from Respondents to proceed with an open, competitive solicitation.  If the Government 
determines through its review that an exchange transaction is not in its best interest, then the 
Government may explore other options for the Property. 

The Government invites Respondents to submit ideas that could assist it in attaining its objectives.   
The Government will not reimburse Respondents for any expenses associated with responding to 
this RFI, though the Government sincerely appreciates Respondents' efforts and input.  For 
additional information on the submission process, see Sections VI and VII of this RFI.  
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II. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
The Property is located at Daniel Street in downtown Portsmouth’s historic district as shown in 
Figure 1.  It comprises approximately 2.1 acres of land, with 245 feet of frontage on the 
northwest side of Daniel Street, 378 feet on the northeast side of Penhallow Street, and 186 
feet on the southeast side of Bow Street.  Improvements include the McIntyre Building - a four-
story (plus basement level) steel-frame masonry building containing approximately 107,000 
square feet of gross building area with forty-four (44) indoor parking spaces and a two-tier 
outdoor parking lot with ninety-one (91) spaces. The Property is within a short walking distance 
to Portsmouth’s commercial/retail center known as Market Square located at the intersection of 
Market and Daniel Street and Portsmouth’s historic harbor and waterfront commercial areas. 

 

Figure 1: Property Location 
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The following table contains general descriptions of the above-referenced building located on the 
Property, which was constructed in 1966:  
 

Table 1: Building List 
Building Description 

McIntyre 
Federal 
Building 

4-story building containing approximately 107,254 GSF 
Brick and masonry construction  
Uses include main lobby, offices, and conference room space. Post Office portion of 
building includes offices, retail space, and a 4-bay loading dock 

Parking 
135 total spaces with access off of Bow Street including: 
  91 outdoor spaces 
  44 indoor spaces 

 
Existing Conditions of Improvements 
 
The Property has been well maintained, although the buildings and infrastructure are in need of 
modernization.  
 
Site Access/Transportation 
 
The Property is within Portsmouth’s downtown historic district and within walking distance of many 
commercial, retail, and waterfront attractions.   
 
Zoning/Entitlements 

On April 21, 2014, the City of Portsmouth adopted a character-based zoning ordinance that 
includes the Property.  According to the City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance Article 5A – 
Character Districts, the purpose of the Downtown Character District is to encourage development 
that is compatible with the established character of its surroundings and consistent with the City’s 
goals for the preservation or enhancement of the area. This is accomplished by providing a range 
of standards for the elements of development and buildings that define a place.  More 
information on the Downtown Character District can be found at: http://planportsmouth.com/  
 
The new Character-Based Zoning consists of three levels of density and character including:  
 

1) General Urban District – Limited (CD4-L) 
2) General Urban District (CD4); and  
3) Urban Center District (CD5).   

 
As detailed in Figure 2 – City of Portsmouth Character Based Zoning Map, the portion of the 
Property along Bow Street is zoned CD5 while the portion of the property with frontage along 
Penhallow and Daniel Streets is zoned as CD4.  
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Figure 2: Character Based Zoning Map  

The Government makes no representations with regard to the zoning information included in this 
RFI.  Respondents should verify the present zoning and determine the permitted uses for any 
proposed future development. For more information on Zoning/Entitlements, respondents are 
encouraged to contact the City of Portsmouth Department of Planning, Principal Planner Nicholas 
Cracknell at 603.610.7216. 

“AS-IS” Condition 
 

The Property will be conveyed “AS-IS” and “WHERE-IS” without representation, warranty, or 
guaranty as to quantity, quality, title, character, condition, size, or kind, or that the same is in 
proper condition or fit to be used for the Respondent’s intended purpose. 

 
Respondents must rely on their own independent research and conclusions for all development, 
financing, construction and operating costs.  

The deed to the Property will contain the standard notice and covenants required by Section 
120(h)(3)(A) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 
1980, as amended (CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. §9620(h)(3)(A)) and the regulations at 40 CFR Part 
373.  
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III. POSSIBLE TRANSACTION STRUCTURES 
 
Under GSA authorities, GSA may convey real property through various means, including by sale, 
lease, or exchange for other real property that better meets the Government's needs, or 
exchange for in-kind consideration, such as the performance of construction services.  The 
Government is interested in using these authorities to obtain, at a minimum, the New Facility in 
exchange for the Property, and contemplates execution of a transaction structure that realizes this 
goal.  A cash equalization payment to the Government may be required as part of any future 
solicitation.  
 
The following are examples of possible transaction structures.  The Government may consider 
other transaction structures as well.  
 
1. Exchange for Newly Constructed New Facility within the City of Portsmouth Central 

Business District  
 

Under this approach, the Government would exchange the Property for the land as well as 
the design and construction of a New Facility in combination with a cash payment to equalize 
value if necessary.     

 

In exchange for the land, design, and construction of a New Facility within the Delineated 
Area, the Government would offer title to the Property. 
The Government would evaluate offers and execute the exchange agreement. 
The selected offeror would provide land and design and construction services; and 
The Government would convey Property to the offeror on a mutually agreed upon date 
following completion of the New Facility.     

 
2. Exchange for Fee of a New Facility in the form of an existing building within the City of 

Portsmouth Central Business District 
 

Under this approach, the Government would exchange the Property for fee ownership to a 
parcel within the Delineated Area that is improved with an existing building that meets the 
Government’s space requirements in combination with a cash payment to equalize value if 
necessary.  
 

In exchange for the fee ownership of a parcel improved with an existing building that 
meets the requirements of the New Facility; the Government would offer title to the 
Property. 
The Government would evaluate offers and execute the exchange agreement. 
The selected offeror would convey fee to a replacement parcel; and 
The Government would convey the Property to the offeror on a mutually agreed upon 
date in exchange for the New Facility.     

 
3. Exchange for New Facility on Property owned by the City of Portsmouth 
 

Under this approach, the Government would exchange the Property for the design and 
construction of a New Facility on a property owned by the City of Portsmouth.  As an 
example, the city has preliminarily identified the Bridge Street Property, shown in Figure 3, as 
a potential site for a New Facility. If necessary, any exchange property with the City may be 
required to be in combination with a cash payment to equalize value. In the case of the 
Bridge Street example, the Government would assign its option to purchase the Bridge Street 
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Parcel at fair market value, to the selected entity.  The fair market value of the Bridge Street 
Parcel would be established in a future solicitation document. The selected entity would 
arrange for the closing on the Bridge Street Parcel with the City of Portsmouth. Once 
acquired, the selected entity would design and construct the New Facility on the Bridge Street 
Parcel. Upon completion, the fee ownership of the New Facility would then be exchanged for 
the Property. 
 

In exchange for the land, design, and construction of a New Facility, the Government 
would offer title to the Property. 
The Government would evaluate offers and execute the exchange agreement. 
The selected offeror would acquire a parcel owned by the City of Portsmouth and would 
provide design and construction services; and 
The Government would convey the Property to the offeror on a mutually agreed upon 
date following completion of the New Facility.     

 
 

Figure 3 – Bridge Street Lot 
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The following graphic provides an overview of how the exchange process would work.  

Solicitation Exchange 
Agreement New Facility Conveyance

Issue solicitation 
seeking proposals 
from entities interested 
in providing a New 
Facility through design 
and construction 
services or a fee-for-
fee exchange.
Review proposals and 
select exchange 
partner

Execute exchange 
agreement with 
exchange partner
which will identify 
exchange parcel and 
establish additional 
terms and conditions 
of the exchange.

Exchange partner 
provides New Facility 
as required under the 
terms of the exchange 
agreement

Government conveys
the Property to 
exchange partner upon 
acceptance of the New 
Facility 

IV. STATEMENT OF LIMITATIONS 
 

1. The Government represents that this RFI, submissions from Respondents to this RFI and any 
relationship between the Government and Respondents arising from, connected, or related to 
this RFI, are subject to the specific limitations and representations expressed below, as well as 
the terms and conditions contained elsewhere in this RFI.  By submitting a response to this RFI 
and without the need for any further documentation, the Respondents acknowledge and 
agree to the Government’s rights and all other terms and conditions as set forth in the RFI, 
including the Statement of Limitations.  
 

2. The Government reserves the right, in its sole discretion, without liability, to use any or all of 
the RFI responses in its planning efforts and to develop and operate the Property, in whole or 
in part, outside of the RFI process.  The Government reserves the right to retain all the 
materials and information, and the ideas and suggestions therein, submitted in response to this 
RFI.  All such material, information, ideas, and suggestions will become the property of the 
Government.    
 

3. This RFI does not create an obligation on the part of the Government to enter into any 
agreement, nor to implement any of the actions contemplated herein, nor to serve as the basis 
for any claim whatsoever for reimbursement of any costs associated with the preparation of 
responses submitted to the RFI. 
 

4. The submission of an RFI response is not required to participate in any potential future 
redevelopment process, nor does submission of a response preclude Respondents from 
participating in any future redevelopment of the Property.   

 
5. To the best of the Government’s knowledge, the information provided herein is accurate.  

However, the Government makes no representations or warranties whatsoever with respect to 
this RFI or the Property, including representations and warranties as to the accuracy of any 
information or assumptions contained in this RFI or otherwise furnished to Respondents by the 
Government, site and environmental conditions on the Property or the suitability of the 
Property, or any portion thereof, for any specific uses or development.  Respondents should 
undertake appropriate investigation in preparation of submitting a response.  A site inspection 
will be coordinated to give all Respondents the opportunity to examine existing conditions. 
 

1 2 3 4
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6. This RFI is issued solely for information and planning purposes and does not constitute a 
solicitation.  A response to this notice is not an offer and cannot be accepted by the 
Government to form a binding contract. 

 
7. The Government may request clarifying discussions with any or all of the Respondents on an 

individual or group basis.  Submission of a response does not guarantee the opportunity to 
participate in the discussions. 

 
8. No claims for brokers’ fees will be paid by the Government. 

 
9. Respondents submitting business information pursuant to this RFI should consult 41 C.F.R. part 

105-60 and other implementing regulations concerning the release of such information to third 
parties under the Freedom of Information Act.  All information submitted by Respondents that 
they consider confidential and not releasable to third parties outside of the Government, and 
its employees, agents, consultants, and representatives, must be clearly and conspicuously so 
marked.

V.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Pre-Submittal Briefing and Tour  
 
The Government has scheduled a pre-submittal briefing and Property tour for interested parties 
on March 5, 2016– time and location to be determined.  To sign up for the briefing and tour, go 
to www.gsa.gov/mcintyre 
 
Project Inquiries  
 
Questions regarding this RFI must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on Friday, March 11, 
2016, by email sent to john.dugan@gsa.gov. 
 
Written questions must include the requestor’s name, e-mail address, and the Respondent 
represented. Respondents also may ask questions during the pre-submittal conference.  Regarding 
questions not received in a timely manner, the Government will decide, based on the amount of 
research needed to answer the question, whether an answer can be provided before the RFI due 
date. 
 
A copy of all finalized questions and answers will be available at www.gsa.gov/mcintyre 
 
VI. SUBMISSION OF RESPONSES 

All interested parties should submit electronically a cover sheet, company description and the 
attached completed questionnaire with appropriate supporting information clearly marked 
“Response to RFI – Thomas J. McIntyre Federal Building” by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on 
Tuesday, March 28, 2016 to john.dugan@gsa.gov. 
 
The Government would like to thank you in advance for reviewing this RFI and assisting us in our 
efforts to plan for the potential repositioning of this Property. 
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Response Format 
 
1. Cover Sheet, including: 

Company Name and Address 
Company Representative Name and Contact Information, including telephone and e-mail 
Signature of Representative 

 
2. Brief description of the company; size of company; years in business; and type of entity. 
 
3. Response to RFI items in numerical order followed by any additional materials (see Section VII. 

Request for Information Questionnaire).  
 
Oral Presentations 
 
The Government may seek to engage in follow-up discussions with any or all of the Respondents.  
The Government will arrange with the Respondents for the time, date and location of the 
discussions.  The submission of a response does not guarantee the opportunity to participate in the 
discussions.   
 
VII. REQUEST FOR INFORMATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

1. Taking into consideration federal construction and setback requirements (see Section I above), 
describe where you would propose locating the New Facility within the Delineated Area.  
Elaborate on why any specific location(s) would be optimal as compared to other locations.   
 

2. Of the three examples of transaction structures discussed in Section III above, explain which of 
the three would be preferable and why.  

 

3. Are there possible transaction structures that could more effectively accomplish the goal of 
obtaining a New Facility, other than the transaction structures described in Section III?    
 

4. Describe your general financing strategy for the construction of the New Facility in light of the 
proposed transaction structure.   
 

5. How would receiving title to the Property after completion of the New Facility impact the 
transaction?  Would a different approach, aside from those described within this RFI, be more 
beneficial? If so, why? 

 

6. How do the existing improvements on the Property factor into future development decisions? 
 

7. How would you view the U.S. Postal Service interest in leasing back approximately 5,000 
square feet at the Property post-conveyance and how would this impact the future 
development and/or value of the exchange?  
 

8. Identify any concerns or risks with the proposed transaction structures (Section III) that would 
affect your potential interest in the Property.  Are there any concerns about market risk, 
transaction timeline/phasing or any other key execution risks that could impede successful 
implementation of the proposed transaction structure?  
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9. What information would you need about the construction services that the Government seeks 
to receive as consideration for the exchange to prepare as part of your response to a 
solicitation? 

 

10. Given the scope and scale of this development opportunity, what is an ideal length of time 
necessary to prepare a comprehensive and detailed response to any future solicitation that 
seeks to fulfill the strategic objectives stated in this RFI? 

 

11. Given the special requirements associated with the City of Portsmouth’s zoning overlay of the 
Property, identify any concerns related to the future development of the Property that may 
affect the viability of the proposed exchange transaction.  

 

a. What concerns, if any, do you have regarding entitlement risk?  At what point in the 
entitlement process would the entitlement risk be sufficiently mitigated?    

b. Explain whether any dimensional (height, FAR, setbacks, open space, etc.), use, parking 
or other requirements affect the viability of the transaction structures identified in this 
RFI.   

 

12. Under the Exchange for New Facility on Property owned by the City of Portsmouth scenario, 
do you foresee any challenges in completing a purchase with the City of Portsmouth for the 
identified parcel considering the conditions included with such a purchase (i.e., the length of 
the option period)?  
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RFP #
REQUEST FOR

PROPOSALS

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH,
NEW HAMPSHIRE

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
FOR THE FEDERAL MCINTYRE PROPERTY

Sealed Requests for Proposals, plainly marked “RFP ## Development Partnership with 
the City of Portsmouth for the Federal McIntyre Property" on the outside of the
mailing envelope, addressed to the Finance/Purchasing Department, City Hall, 1 Junkins
Avenue, Portsmouth, NH 03801 will be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on __________, 2016.

PROJECT SUMMARY: The City is interested in entering into a public/private 
partnership for reuse/redevelopment of the McIntyre Property as well as construction of a 
new facility to house federal tenants at the City’s Bridge St Parking Lot site.  As part of this 
partnership effort, the City intends to retain ownership of the land at both sites and lease 
development and management rights to a partner entity.  As such, the City is currently 
accepting proposals from prospective partners.

Specifications and Request for Proposal forms may be obtained by visiting the
Finance/Purchasing Department section of the City of Portsmouth website at 
www.cityofportsmouth.com. Addenda to this proposal, if any, including written answers to
questions, will be posted on the City of Portsmouth website under the project heading.

The City of Portsmouth reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive technical or
legal deficiencies, to accept any proposal and to negotiate such terms and conditions of any
proposal that may be in the best interest of the City.

If you have any questions please contact the Finance/Purchasing Department at the following
number: (603) 610-7227.
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RFP #
REQUEST FOR

PROPOSALS

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH,
NEW HAMPSHIRE

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
FOR THE FEDERAL MCINTYRE PROPERTY

Sealed Requests for Proposals, plainly marked “RFP ## Development Partnership with the 
City of Portsmouth for the Federal McIntyre Property " on the outside of the mailing
envelope, addressed to the Finance/Purchasing Department, City Hall, 1 Junkins Avenue,
Portsmouth, NH 03801 will be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on __________, 2016.

Mandatory Pre-Proposal Meeting
There will be a mandatory pre-proposal meeting on ______________ at _______.  All proposers 
will have an opportunity to ask questions at this meeting. No proposals will be accepted from 
firms who do not attend the mandatory pre-proposal meeting.

Background
One of the properties that is the subject of this Request for Proposals (RFP) is the Thomas J. 
McIntyre Federal Building which is located at 80 Daniel Street in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.  
Presently, the Government Services Administration (GSA) is exploring potential strategies for
the conveyance of the property out of federal ownership, if an arrangement can be made to 
relocate federal tenants to an alternative site within the City of Portsmouth’s Downtown.

As part of the conveyance options, the GSA will consider options that include relocation to a 
city-owned parcel within the downtown in a like-kind exchange for participation in the 
redevelopment of the McIntyre Property.

The City has been in discussions with the GSA about future reuse/redevelopment of the 
McIntyre Federal Building, and has identified the Bridge St Public Parking Lot site as a future 
location to build the new federal facility.  The Bridge Street Lot is located at the intersection of 
Maplewood Ave and Islington St.

In 2014, the City of Portsmouth adopted a character-based zoning ordinance that includes both of 
the properties. According to the City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance Article 5A – Character 
Districts, the purpose of the Downtown Character District is to encourage development that is 
compatible with the established character of its surroundings and consistent with the City’s goals 
for the preservation or enhancement of the area. This is accomplished by providing a range of 
standards for the elements of development and buildings that define a place. More information 
on the Downtown Character District can be found at: http://planportsmouth.com/

Project Summary
Pending a successful negotiation between the City and the Government Services Administration 
that results a transfer of development rights to the Federal McIntyre Property in exchange for the 
construction of a new facility at the Bridge St Public Parking Lot site, the City is interested in 
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entering into a public/private partnership for: 1) design and construction of a new facility on city-
owned land to house federal tenants on the Bridge St Public Parking Lot site; and 2) design and 
construction for reuse / redevelopment of the McIntyre site.  The City presently intends to retain 
ownership of the land at both locations and to enter ground leases or similar arrangements under 
which property development, management and potentially building ownership rights are held by 
its partner entity. As such, the City is currently accepting proposals from prospective partners.

Project Scope of Work
Both components of this project will be required to undertake development review and approval
processes in collaboration with the City in order to provide opportunity for public input into the 
design and reuse of these two properties.

The development team will be required to develop and prepare all necessary local, state, and 
federal permit and land use applications and attend regulatory board meetings as needed.

The Bridge St Public Parking Lot occupies a 0.64 acre site bound by Maplewood Ave, Islington 
St, Hanover St, and Bridge St.  It currently provides approximately 65 metered public parking 
spaces.  It is located on the perimeter of the Downtown Core, across from the Discover 
Portsmouth Center, and within a 5-minute walk to Market Square.

New Facility on the Bridge St Lot

Conceptual Site Plan for a Federal Building – Bridge Street Lot

As the Bridge Street Lot will be owned by the City and used for government purposes, the 
development of this site will not be required to comply with all local zoning requirements and 
related land use regulations.  However, the development will be required to receive a Certificate 
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of Approval from the Historic District Commission as well as Site Review approval from the 
Planning Board and may require review by the Parking & Traffic Safety Committee and Trees 
and Greenery Committee. The following conceptual plan shows a building and site plan that 
generally complies with the P-100 Standards required by the GSA.

The development team shall work with the City and GSA to identify and apply for any required 
State and Federal permits as applicable and any required documentation or additional studies.
The GSA will provide greater detail on requirements for the New Facility once the conveyance 
method has been finalized, however, the minimum requirements are summarized in the GSA’s 
Request for Information [which can be downloaded at https://govtribe.com/project/request-for-
information-mcintyre-federal-building], dated January 28, 2016:

The new facility will require up to 40,000 gross square feet (GSF) and sufficient on- and 
off-street parking spaces as appropriate to house approximately 100-150 personnel.
The New Facility will conform to the criteria and standards established in the P-100
Facilities Standards for the Public Buildings Service. These standards are available for 
download at
http://www.gsa.gov/portal/mediaId/225771/fileName/2015_P100_FacilitiesStandards.acti
on .
The New Facility will require appropriate security features as determined by the GSA.

McIntyre Property

Existing Conditions – Federal McIntyre Property, 80 Daniel Street, Portsmouth, NH

The McIntyre Property comprises approximately 2.1 acres of land, with 245 feet of frontage on 
the northwest side of Daniel Street, 378 feet on the northeast side of Penhallow Street, and 186 
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feet on the southeast side of Bow Street. The property includes the McIntyre Building - a four-
story (plus basement level) steel-frame masonry building containing approximately 107,000 
square feet of gross building area with forty-four (44) indoor parking spaces and a two-tier 
outdoor parking lot with ninety-one (91) spaces. The Property is within a short walking distance 
to Portsmouth’s commercial/retail center known as Market Square located at the intersection of 
Market and Daniel Street and Portsmouth’s historic harbor and waterfront commercial areas.

A. Zoning / Land Use Compliance and Permitting
1. The development or redevelopment of this property shall comply with the City’s zoning 

ordinance and other related local permitting processes and regulations.
2. The development team shall work with the City and GSA to identify and apply for any

required State and Federal permits as applicable and any required documentation or 
additional studies.

B. Urban Design
1. Redevelopment of the site should be consistent with the surrounding historic context in 

terms of height, volume and massing.
2. New buildings and alterations of existing buildings must comply with the Zoning 

Ordinance, including the Regulating Plan and the applicable standards and requirements 
for the CD5 and CD4 zoning districts as indicated on the Zoning Map.

3. New buildings and alterations of existing buildings should be consistent with the Design 
Guidelines for the Historic District as adopted by the Historic District Commission.

C. Economic Development
1. All street-facing facades should include ground-floor commercial activities to activate the 

street edge.
2. Redevelopment is encouraged to incorporate upper floor office uses to support downtown 

economic activity.
3. Possible inclusion of US Post Office site at this location should be considered.

D. Public Space and Landscaping
1. Redevelopment of the site should enhance the pedestrian environment, incorporating 

wide sidewalks along public streets and, where feasible, public pedestrian alleyways 
through the site.

2. Redevelopment of the site should incorporate active public outdoor spaces such as plazas, 
courtyards and pocket parks.

3. Landscaping should be provided within the site and on the perimeter of the site to break 
up impervious areas, soften architectural and structural materials, and provide stormwater 
management benefits where possible.

E. Transportation and Circulation
1. Redevelopment of the site should include sufficient off-street parking to serve the needs 

of the site and to support future redevelopment of surrounding underutilized property. To 
this end, incorporation of a multi-level parking structure with access from at least two 
streets is encouraged.

2. Redevelopment of the site should include bicycle parking and long-term storage facilities.
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Land Lease
As part of this partnership effort, the City presently intends to retain ownership of the land at 
both locations and to enter ground leases or similar arrangements under which property 
development, management and potentially building ownership rights are held by its partner 
entity.

Project Schedule
The project schedule will be determined once the required federal process for conveyance of the 
McIntyre Property is complete.

City Role
The project will be overseen by a Project Steering Committee, the composition of which will be 
determined at the direction of the City Council.

A project manager identified by the City will be responsible for administering the project and 
overseeing the development team’s work on this project. Representatives of the City's 
Department of Public Works and Planning Departments will review plans and other 
documentation prepared by the Developer.

The City will provide any available property and infrastructure information including:

2006 digitized vector data in ACAD/ESRI format - Data includes edge of pavement, 
parcels, building footprint, driveway cutouts, water, sewer, and drainage, etc.
NH DOT Orthophotos from 2010.
Property records.

Submission Requirements
A) Team Description- provide a brief description of the development team including

team members and areas of specialization, location of corporate headquarters,
and potential satellite office proposed to handle this project.

B) Project Team- Provide names and resumes of key professionals who would be 
assigned to the project. The project manager shall be clearly identified and a 
description of his/her relevant previous projects listed. A list of past relevant 
projects, which proposed project staff have played a central role in developing, 
shall be also provided. 

C) Scope of Services- Describe in narrative form the developer’s proposed approach 
and technical plan for accomplishing the work listed herein. The Developer is 
encouraged to elaborate and improve on the tasks listed in the RFP; however, the 
Developer shall not delete any requested scope tasks unless explicitly noted. The 
Developer shall provide a conceptual timeline with proposed sequencing of tasks 
and estimated times for completion of tasks.

The Developer(s) shall state in succinct terms their understanding of what is 
required by this Request for Proposal. Describe in narrative or outline form the 
Developer’s approach and technical plan for accomplishing the work of this RFP
including the following:
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Describe the tasks to be used to accomplish this project
Describe the role of each member of the project team

D) Relevant Experience-- Describe relevant experience in each of the following 
primary areas of focus:
a. Mixed-Use Development
b. Urban Planning and Design within Historic Districts
c. Collaboration with GSA, other federal agencies
d. Public/private development projects

The Development team’s experience shall be summarized in a matrix format. In 
addition, detailed project descriptions of no more than five reference projects 
containing the majority of the focus areas listed above shall be included. The 
project descriptions shall be current and limited to a maximum of one full page 
per project, along with client references and up-to-date contact information 
(name, title, organization, phone, cell and email). 

Twelve paper (12) copies of the proposal must be submitted. Proposers are encouraged to 
avoid the use of synthetic report covers and partitions. Proposer shall include a single 
CD/DVD with an electronic PDF copy of their proposal.

Evaluation Criteria
Proposals will be evaluated initially according to the following:

1. Responsiveness to submission requirements
2. Qualifications of team members
3. Previous related work
4. Understanding of required project work and schedule

Selection Process
1. Upon review of all responsive proposals, the City may select, by vote of the City Council, up
to three (3) proposers to interview.
2. Following interviews, the highest ranking proposer will be invited to submit documentation 
of financial ability to complete the project.
3. The City reserves the right to undertake such investigation as it deems necessary to evaluate
the qualifications of the Development team and to evaluate its submittal. Proposers may be
asked to submit releases as part of the investigation and review of qualifications. Failure to
provide a release if requested will result in disqualification.
4. Once the City has completed review of the financial documentation, the selected proposer
will be invited to negotiate a final contract with the City.
5. If the City is unable to reach agreement with the highest ranking proposer, the City will enter 
into negotiations with the next highest ranking proposer.

Contract Document
The City of Portsmouth reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive technical or
legal deficiencies, to accept any proposal, and to negotiate such terms and conditions of the final
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contract as it may be in the best interest of the City.

When the contract is executed by both parties, the Developer will be instructed to commence 
providing the work outlined in the contract. 

All concepts, designs, information and cost-savings ideas that may be generated during the
selection process shall become the property of the City of Portsmouth.

All information, data, documents, photos, computer records, and other materials of any kind
acquired or developed by the Developer pursuant to this project shall be shared with the City of
Portsmouth.

Additional Information

Requests for additional information should be directed to ______________________________.

Tasks May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Request for Proposals (RFP)
Drafting of the RFP

City Council Approval of RFP process and potential use of the Bridge St. Lot

GSA Review and approval of the RFP

City Council appointment of Project Steering Committee

Developer Selection Process
Issuance of the RFP

City Council Review of the Proposals (incl. interviews) & Short List Selection

City Council Review of the Proposals (incl. interviews) & Final Selection

Developer Selection

Contracting with Selected Developer

 TIMELINE FOR DEVELOPER SELECTION  - FEDERAL MCINTYRE PROJECT



May 25, 2016 
 
Mr. Mayor and members of the City Council. 
 
 
Today is an auspicious day. Thirty-three years ago as of this writing, Ronnie James Dio 
released his classic album Holy Diver, one of the most influential rock records ever recorded. 
Dio also happens to be Portsmouth-born, which is why I am writing you today. 
 
Ronnie James Dio died on May 16th, 2010. His passing was marked this year by the meteor 
that exploded over Portsmouth, picked up by the Portsmouth Harbor webcam. I do not know if 
you are superstitious people, but I consider that a sign. 
 
Over the past months, we have been gathering signatures on a petition to memorialize Dio here, 
in his birthplace with a statue in Prescott Park. So far this petition has garnered nearly 5000 
signatures. The support for this project is overwhelming, befitting Dio’s contributions to music. 
We would appreciate the opportunity to present this petition to the city council, along with a 
more thorough accounting of our plans regarding funding and construction. The support of our 
city’s governing body is important to us. 
 
As we are aiming to erect this statue on public land and consider it a piece of public art (and a 
future piece of history), we would like to request that the City Council refer this matter to 
Art-Speak.  
 
I am available to answer any questions. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Kelly 
40 Whidden Street 
Portsmouth NH 
603-785-2782 



 

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
Community Development Department  Planning Depar tment  
(603) 610-7232 (603) 610-7216 

IN TERO FFICE  MEMO RAN D UM 

TO: JOHN P. BOHENKO, CITY MANAGER 

FROM: NICHOLAS CRACKNELL, PRINCIPAL PLANNER 

SUBJECT: DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR PORTSMOUTH’S HISTORIC DISTRICT 

DATE: JUNE 20, 2016 

  

  

At the June 20th City Council meeting, the Council will have a presentation from Principal 
Planner, Nicholas Cracknell, and Historic District Commission (HDC) Chairman, Joseph Almeida, 
who will provide a brief presentation of the Design Guidelines developed over the past year for 
the Historic District.  They will also discuss current initiatives such as expansion of the 3D 
Massing Model as well as the planned update to the Survey of Historic Properties within the 
District.  

Over the past year, the HDC has worked with Dominique Hawkins, an architect and historic 
preservation consultant from Preservation Design Partnership, Inc. to develop a set of detailed 
Design Guidelines (Guidelines) for Portsmouth’s Historic District.  Supported by generous 
funding provided through City Council in 2014, the HDC developed the Guidelines in an effort to 
improve the local review process at the HDC and to provide property owners within the Historic 
District with a helpful tool to manage changes and protect the City’s unique architectural and 
historical resources.  

The Guidelines provide background information, guidance and regulations to be followed by 
property owners, design professionals, contractors, the HDC, the Portsmouth Planning 
Department and other City officials with regard to historic resources. They are intended as a 
supplement to, rather than as a substitute for, consultation with qualified architects, contractors 
and the HDC members. 

The Guidelines address alterations to historic buildings by largely drawing on the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and more specifically, the 
Guidelines for Rehabilitation.  They are intended to encourage the retention and repair of the 
existing historic building fabric.  In the consideration of additions and new construction, the 
Guidelines provide a framework for review of appropriateness for the historic structure within 
its surrounding historic context rather than a judgement based primarily on good or bad taste. 

Given the HDC will be using the Guidelines in their decision-making process, it is recommended 
that applicant’s review the information in the Guidelines during the early stages of planning a 
project and speak with historic preservation professionals about their project.  It is hoped that 
with familiarity of the material and recommendations listed in the Guidelines that property 
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owners and HDC members alike, can use the Guidelines to move their project forward more 
efficiently, saving both time and money. 

The following twelve (12) Guidelines have been completed as part of this project: 
1. Guidelines Introduction 
2. Guidelines for Architectural Styles 
3. Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance 
4. Guidelines for Roofing 
5. Guidelines for Exterior Woodwork 
6. Guidelines for Porches and Decks 
7. Guidelines for Masonry & Stucco 
8. Guidelines for Windows and Doors 
9. Guidelines for Site Elements and Streetscapes 
10. Guidelines for Small Scale New Construction and Additions 
11. Guidelines for Signs and Awning 
12. Guidelines for Commercial Storefronts and Infill Development 

Each section address historic materials and building topics and all sections comprise the 
Portsmouth Historic Preservation Design Guidelines.  These Guidelines serve to cover the topics 
most typically addressed by the HDC.  The City Ordinances, Chapter 1, Section 1.404(C)(6) 
provides as follows: 

The Historic District Commission shall have the power to adopt by-laws, rules and 
regulations necessary for the conduct of business providing the same have been approved 
by the City Council. The Commission also shall prepare and issue guidelines to assist the 
applicants in determining the appropriateness of the applicant’s proposal. 

Accordingly, the proposed Guidelines have the unanimous support of the HDC.  Furthermore, 
the HDC fully supports the zoning amendments recently submitted by the Planning Department 
that include an amendment to formally reference the Guidelines within the purpose and review 
criteria of the Historic District Ordinance.  Further information, including an electronic copy of 
the Guidelines, is available at the Planning Department and on the City’s web-site at 
www.planportsmouth.com/historicdistrictcommission.  

 

 



H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  C o m m i s s i o n
C I T Y  O F  P O R T S M O U T H

Guidel ines  Introduct ion

These Guidelines

Guidelines

www.planportsmouth.com/
historicdistrictcommission

WHY IS HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
IMPORTANT IN PORTSMOUTH?

HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN PORTSMOUTH

whose purpose is:
To preserve the architectural and historic resources of the 
City of Portsmouth; to foster its architectural and historic 
character and its sense of place; to conserve property 
values; to strengthen the local economy; and to promote 

of residents and visitors.

LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION



01-2  

PORTSMOUTH HISTORIC DISTRICT 
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016  TIME: 6:30 PM 
             (Reconvened from May 16, 2016 Meeting)  

I. CALL TO ORDER (6:30PM)

Mayor Blalock opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mayor Blalock, Councilors Perkins, Dwyer, Lown, Pearson, Spear, Cyr and 
Denton
Members Absent:  Assistant Mayor Splaine 

XII. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICALS 

C. COUNCILOR DWYER 

1. Prescott Park Master Plan Update 

Councilor Dwyer began by announcing that there is now a dedicated page on the City of 
Portsmouth website with all of the information regarding the Prescott Park Master Plan process 
including upcoming events, documents, minutes, agendas, etc.  There is also an opportunity to give 
feedback and sign up for e-mail updates.  Next she reviewed the schedule of upcoming outreach 
opportunities as part of a robust community outreach process.  She stated there will be several 
promotional events to inform the public of the Kick-off event being held Sunday, June 12th at 
Prescott Park.  She further explained the proposed schedule of the kick-off event which will provide 
opportunity for presentations by the consultants, on-site walks, discussion and feedback.    She 
stated there will be an ongoing outreach for feedback from different users at different times and the 
Neighborhood committee and neighborhood groups who don’t live near the park will be involved as 
well.    Next she discussed the Blue Ribbon Committee’s activities including reviewing the legal 
framework for Prescott Park as outlined in the document provided in the council packet.  She stated 
that it shows that a lot of what happens with the Park has been from city ordinances or policy and 
not specific to the Will and particularly regarding commercialization, it is only specific to no 
intoxicating liquors, but everything else was put in place through the Trustees of the Trust Funds.
She continued that sorting out what has happened historically has shown that although the Trustees 
of the Trust Funds are not trustees of the park, but of the funds, City Councils have deferred to 
them, so it is clear that we will need to have clarity of governance and the consultants are looking at 
other governance models. 

Councilor Spear stated that his feeling is that because the City does not have a Parks and 
Recreation Department, that is why they have had the responsibility of the Park operations and that 
it may be time to look at our parks more broadly. 

City Manager Bohenko stated the Council can amend the Administrative Code ordinance. 
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Mayor Blalock stated we will learn more as we go forward in the process with the consultants.  He 
stated that the Trust Funds do pay for maintenance of the Park, but the City is also putting money in 
as well so that all needs to be clarified. 

City Manager Bohenko stated that this is now included in our budget document as an appendix and 
we are looking to set it up almost like an Enterprise Fund to track revenues and expenditures and 
be able to use this information to help set fees. 

Councilor Dwyer stated the consultants are showing how function and physical conditions are so 
intertwined and is why the Kick-off event is being held in the Park so that people can visualize what 
could be as well as see the current actual condition of the Park. 

Councilor Lown asked if the Attorney General has rendered an opinion regarding the 1954 deed 
and whether the Arts Festival is an allowable use within the parameters of the restrictions.   City 
Attorney Sullivan stated the Attorney General’s office has reviewed this on numerous occasions and 
concluded that it is an allowable use as it is within the broad restriction of the property remaining a 
park.   Councilor Lown asked if that means it can continue to get bigger since it is not restricted. 
City Attorney Sullivan stated that the Charitable Trust Unit feels their role is to stand in the shoes of 
the Prescott Sisters and answer the question through their eyes if something is allowable or not and 
there is not doubt that the Prescott Parks Arts Festival is allowed.  

Mayor Blalock announced 2 more members to the recently formed Deer Street Parking Garage 
committee; Deputy City Manager Nancy Colbert Puff and Councilor Nancy Pearson. 

D. COUNCILOR SPEAR 

1. Report Back Re: Affordable Housing at Parrott Avenue Parking Lot  

Councilor Spear stated that in January the Council vote 8-1 to have the City Manager report back on 
an affordable housing concept on Parrott Avenue.  He stated that since that time, a new committee 
on Affordable Housing has been formed and he feels that it would make sense to put this on the 
back burner until that committee has brought forward guidelines.  He stated he will not offer a 
motion at this time but would like to revisit this at a later time. 

Mayor Blalock explained that the committee is charged with finding a way to create affordable 
housing, not necessarily low-income, and it is not meant to be site-specific. 

Councilor Perkins stated she agrees that it is appropriate to hold off until the committee looks at the 
city in a broad way and to see where we can make the most impact with little. 

Councilor Dwyer stated that the reaction to this has been of confusion because of the various terms 
of housing that are out there, micro, work-force, affordable, etc. and would like to find a way to put 
this on the website so that people can find the definitions in one place. 

Discussion ensued regarding the need to clarify and define housing terminology as well as imagery 
to illustrate examples. 



City Council Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2016

Page 3

Councilor Denton discussed sustainability and solar power stating he would like to see this pursued 
as part of the Deer Street Parking Garage project but understands that they are not allowed in the 
Historic District, so would like to find another way to utilize it.   He also stated that he would like to 
comment on a statement made at the public comment session on Monday, May 16th, stating that as 
a public official they know they will have to accept criticism but doesn’t feel that half of the 
population should be disparaged as was done with a comment about renters. 

Mayor Blalock stated to reiterate, there is no plan for this property and it is on the back burner and a 
long way away. 

E. COUNCILOR CYR 

1. Clarification of May 2nd vote on Maplewood Avenue Zone Change 

Councilor Cyr stated that after the vote on May 2nd, there was still confusion in the neighborhood as 
to what was actually done.  He then read the motion as adopted: “Voted to accept the Planning 
Board’s recommendation to not rezone the parcels as business and to refer back to the Planning 
Board to examine other options for rezoning”.   He stated it is now back at the Planning Board, but 
the neighbors feel that it has been back and forth many times already.  He stated he would like to 
get feedback to help facilitate the conversation. 

City Manager Bohenko stated that the Planning Director has indicated they would set a public 
hearing on this matter and decide if we should bring in the neighbors before that for a more detailed 
discussion.   Planning Director Taintor stated they are looking at June 16, 2016 for the public 
hearing.

Councilor Dwyer asked what the public hearing will be about as people don’t know the ins and outs 
of zoning and suggested that some other boards be involved as well so everyone is on the same 
page.

City Manager Bohenko stated that it should be called a public input session instead and will get 
together with the Planning Director and Deputy City Manager regarding content. 

F. COUNCILOR DENTON 

1. Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 168  

Councilor Denton moved to direct the City Manager to report back if City property exists for 
a potential future location for the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 168, seconded by Councilor 
Pearson. 

Councilor Denton explained that he is the liaison to the Veterans Organizations and the VFW 
approached him regarding potential property for future relocation. 

Mayor Blalock asked Councilor Denton to clarify for the public why they are relocating. 
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Councilor Denton stated they currently are located on Deer Street and have a parking problem 
when they rent out the facility and people are not rebooking because of this and they are losing 
revenue.  He stated they are just looking to see what their options are. 

Councilor Lown stated they were given the site by the City at no charge and asked if there are any 
restrictions.   Councilor Denton stated they have an agreement like other groups that lease city 
property and have invested in capital improvements to the property. 

Councilor Dwyer clarified that it is an asset that they own and can sell it. 

Councilor Denton stated they could not get enough to buy another facility. 

Motion passed. 

XIII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Discussion on West End Zoning 

Deputy City Manager Colbert Puff and Planning Director Taintor answered questions 
from the Council.   It was determined that more time was needed and Councilors were asked to 
submit questions to staff and a work session will be held prior to June 20th if needed. 

Councilor Spear requested that the Mayor consider convening Non-public meetings in Conference 
Room A with a public roll call instead of the Council Chambers.   He stated it would save time as 
well as not requiring a producer to have to be here for that additional time when they are not 
broadcasting.

The Mayor stated that this can be discussed at another time as Assistant Mayor Splaine is not in 
attendance and it was his motion that brought the current process about. 

Councilor Spear stated it is not an amendment to the Council Rules of Order and is at the 
discrepancy of the Mayor. 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Cyr moved to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.  Seconded by Councilor Perkins and passed 
unanimously.

Valerie A. French 
Deputy City Clerk 







West End Character-Based Zoning – Amendments for Consideration 
 

June 20, 2016 
 
Item Issue Amendments to May 2 Revised Draft  Staff Comment 

A Setback from Aldrich 
Street neighborhood 

A1 Amend Map 10.5A21B – Building Height Standards (draft dated 
May 2, 2016) as shown in Exhibit 1, pulling the southeast 
boundary of the West End Incentive District back to 200 feet 
from the boundaries of Map 154 Lots 1, 1A and 2 abutting 
parcels on Aldrich Road, and 100 feet from the boundary of 
Map 146 Lot 27 abutting parcels on Aldrich Road and Chevrolet 
Avenue. 

Support. 

 
Exhibit 1:  Setback from Aldrich Street Neighborhood 

As Shown on Proposed Map 10.5A21B (5/2/2016 Draft) As Modified by Amendment A1 
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Item Issue Amendments to May 2 Revised Draft  Staff Comment 

 B Reduce maximum 
building heights along 
Islington Street 

B1 Amend Map 10.5A21B – Building Height Standards (draft dated 
May 2, 2016) as shown in Exhibit 2, changing the height 
requirement area for three parcels on the southeast side of Islington 
Street (Map 155 Lots 2, 3 and 13) from 2-4 stories/50’ (brown) to 
2-3 stories (short 4th)/45’ (orange). 

Support. 

 
Exhibit 2:  Building Heights Along Islington Street 

As Shown on Proposed Map 10.5A21B (5/2/2016 Draft) As Modified by Amendment B1 
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Item Issue Amendments to May 2 Revised Draft  Staff Comment 

C Minimum upper floor 
height 

C1 In Figure 10.5A41.10A (page 5A-8), delete the row titled 
“Minimum upper story height”. 

C2 In Figure 10.5A41.10B (page 5A-12), delete the row 
titled “Minimum upper story height”. 

C3 In Figure 10.5A41.10C (page 5A-16), change the words 
“Minimum upper story height” to “Minimum second 
story height”. 

C4 In Figure 10.5A41.10D (page 5A-20), change the words 
“Minimum upper story height” to “Minimum second 
story height”. 

Support. 

D Building footprints in 
downtown (CD4 and 
CD5) 

D1 In Figure 10.5A41.10C (page 5A-16), in the row titled 
“Maximum building footprint” replace “15,000 sf” with 
“10,000 sf”. 

D2 In Figure 10.5A41.10D (page 5A-20), in the row titled 
“Maximum building footprint” replace “20,000 sf” with 
“15,000 sf”. 

Oppose (i.e., support the 
proposed footprints as shown in 
the May 2 draft ordinance). 



West End Character-Based Zoning Amendments June 20, 2016 
Amendments for Consideration Page 4 of 7 
 
Item Issue Amendments to May 2 Revised Draft  Staff Comment 

E Building footprint for 
building with ground 
floor or underground 
parking 

E1 Delete proposed Section 10.5A43.43 (page 5A-28) and 
replace with existing Section 10.5A43.43. 

OR 

E2 Amend proposed Section 10.5A43.43 as follows: 
(a) Revise the introductory sentence to read as follows: 

For a building that contains ground floor 
parking, a parking garage or underground 
parking levels, and that is not subject to 
Section 10.5A43.42, the Planning Board may 
grant a conditional use permit to allow a 
building footprint of up to 30,000 sq. ft. in 
the CD4 or CD4-W districts, and up to 
40,000 sq. ft. in the CD5 district, if all of the 
following criteria are met: 

(b) In subparagraph (d), last sentence, insert the words 
“by the Planning Board” after the words “shall be 
determined”, so that the sentence reads as follows: 

The size, location and type of the community 
space shall be determined by the Planning 
Board based on the size and location of the 
development, and the proposed and adjacent 
uses. 

E1: Oppose. 
E2: Support. 
Note: If the changes in item D 
above are not enacted and the 
maximum building footprint in 
the CD5 district remains at 
20,000 sq. ft. as currently 
proposed, option E1 will be 
meaningless. 
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Item Issue Amendments to May 2 Revised Draft  Staff Comment 

F Residential uses in 
CD4-W district 

F1 In Section 10.5A30 (page 5A-14), delete Section 
10.5A32. 

F2 In Figure 10.5A41.10B (page 5A-13),  
(a) Under “Building Types”, in the row for Apartment 

building, change “not permitted” to “permitted” 
(b) Under “Building & Lot Use”, delete “Residential 

uses are not permitted on the ground floor (see 
Section 10.5A32) except for rowhouse units.” 

F3 In Figure 10.5A43.60 (page 5A-30), add “CD4-W” to the 
list of permitted districts for Apartment Building. 

Neutral. 

G  Façade modulation G1 In Section 10.5A43.22 (page 5A-26), insert the words “In 
the Historic District,” at the beginning of the sentence. 

Support. 

H Community space 
dimensions 

H1 Amend Figure 10.5A46.10 – Community Spaces (pages 
5A-34 and 5A-35), as follows: 
(a) For “Pedestrian Alley”, insert “The minimum width 

shall be 15 feet.” 

(b) For “Pocket Park”, insert “The minimum size shall 
be 500 sq. ft.” 

(c) For “Playground”, insert “The minimum size shall 
be 500 sq. ft.” 

Support. 

I Use of lawn vs. 
ground cover in 
squares 

I1  In Figure 10.5A46.10 (page 5A-35), in the definition of 
“Square”, change “lawn” to “ground cover”. 

Neutral. 
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Item Issue Amendments to May 2 Revised Draft  Staff Comment 

J Public benefits 
determined by 
Planning Board 

J1 In Section 10.5A47, first paragraph, second sentence 
(Page 5A-36), replace “certain specified development 
standards may be modified” with “the Planning Board 
may grant a conditional use permit to modify certain 
specified development standards” so that the sentence 
reads as follows: 

In such areas, the Planning Board may grant a 
conditional use permit to modify certain 
specified development standards as set forth in 
Section 10.5A47.10 below, if the development 
provides community space or workforce hous-
ing in accordance with Section 10.5A47.20, as 
applicable.”  

Support. 

K Conversion of a civic 
use to a new civic use 

K1 In Section 10.5A52.20 (page 5A-38), strike the words 
“provided that no exterior changes are made to the 
existing structure.” 

Support. 

L Term of workforce 
housing restriction 

L1 In the Conforming Amendments documents, 5/2/2016 
draft, item P (page 8 of 8), insert the words “but not less 
than 30 years” at the end of the last sentence, so that the 
sentence reads as follows: 

All workforce housing units shall include a 
restrictive covenant that ensures affordability as 
specified in RSA 674:58,IV, for the maximum 
allowable term but not less than 30 years. 

Support. 
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Item Issue Amendments to May 2 Revised Draft  Staff Comment 

M Definition of building 
footprint 

M1 In the Conforming Amendments document, 5/2/2016 
draft, item P (page 8 of 8), insert the word “only” after 
the word “separated” , so that the sentence reads as 
follows: 

The total area, at or above 18 inches in elevation 
as measured from the outside walls at the grade 
plane, or a detached building, or of two or more 
buildings separated only by fire walls, common 
walls or property lines. 

Neutral. 
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5/2/16 

ORDINANCE # 

THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH ORDAINS 

That the Ordinances of the City of Portsmouth, Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance be 
amended as follows:  

(1) Delete the existing Article 5A – Character Districts in its entirety and insert in its 
place the new Article 5A – Character Districts dated 5/2/16. 

(2) Amend Articles 4, 5 11, 12 & 15 of the Zoning Ordinance as set forth in the 
document titled “Conforming Amendments to Zoning Ordinance” dated 5/2/2016. 

(3) Amend the Zoning Map as set forth in the following maps dated May 2, 2016: 

(a) Map 10.5A21A – Character Districts and Civic Districts; 
(b) Map 10.5A21B – Building Height Standards; 
(c) Map 10.5A21C – Special Requirements for Façade Types, Front Lot Line 

Buildout & Uses. 

(4) Amend the Zoning Map by changing the zoning designation of 52 parcels as set 
forth in the document titled “Proposed Additional West End Zoning Changes” dated 
5/2/2016 and as shown on the map titled “Additional West End Zoning Changes –
Second Reading – May 2, 2016”.

The City Clerk shall properly alphabetize and/or re-number the ordinances as 
necessary in accordance with this amendment. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby deleted. 

This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

APPROVED: 

__________________________ 
Jack Blalock, Mayor 

ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: 

_____________________________ 
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 
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BUILDING PLACEMENT — OUTBUILDING 
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FFIGURE 10.5A43.10 FAÇADE TYPES 
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FFIGURE 10.5A43.10 FAÇADE TYPES (CONTINUED) 
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FFIGURE 10.5A43.10 FAÇADE TYPES (CONTINUED) 
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  FIGURE 10.5A43.10 FAÇADE TYPES (CONTINUED) 
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FFIGURE 10.5A43.60 BUILDING TYPES 
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FFIGURE 10.5A43.60 BUILDING TYPES (CONTINUED) 
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FFIGURE 10.5A46.10 COMMUNITY SPACES 
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FFIGURE 10.5A46.10 COMMUNITY SPACES (CONTINUED) 
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CHARACTER-BASED ZONING – 2016 REVISIONS 
CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO ZONING ORDINANCE 

Planning Board Proposed Amendments – 5/2/16

1 

Amend Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance as follows: 
(deletions from existing language stricken; additions to existing language bolded;
remaining language unchanged from existing) 

A. In Article 2, amend Section 10.234 – Procedures for Variances, Special Exceptions 
and Appeals from Decisions of the Code Official, as follows:  

10.234.50 In any case in which the Board of Adjustment is required to give 
notice of a public hearing in accordance with the provisions of State 
law, all persons owning property within 300 feet of the property 
involved in the appeal or request shall be given notice in the 
manner set forth by State law, provided that failure to give notice 
beyond statutory requirement shall not give rise to any right of 
appeal or protest. The requirements of this paragraph shall not 
apply in the Central Business A and Central Business B Districts 
Character Districts 4 and 5 (CD4 and CD5) and the Downtown 
Overlay District. 

B. In Article 4, amend Section 10.410 – Establishment and Purpose of Districts, as 
follows:  

District Purpose

Character Districts

Character District 4-L1 CD4-L1
To promote the development of 
walkable, mixed-use, human-scaled 
places by providing standards for 
building form and placement and 
related elements of development.

Character District 4-L2 CD4-L2

Character District 4-W CD4-W
Character District 4 CD4

Character District 5 CD5

Business Districts

Central Business A CBA To promote a wide range of business, 
retail, residential, cultural and other 
public and private uses, in and 
surrounding the City’s historic
commercial core, at intensities and
patterns that promote pedestrian 
circulation and support public transit.

Central Business B CBB
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District Purpose

Other Districts

Civic District

To preserve existing buildings and 
uses that are open to the general 
public and owned and operated by a 
not-for-profit entity other than the 
City of Portsmouth.

C. In Article 4, amend Section 10.440 – Table of Uses – Residential, Mixed 
Residential and Industrial Districts, as follows:  

1. Delete the column headed “CBA”.

2. In the header row, delete “CBB”, as follows:

CBB
CD5
CD4

3. In the column headed “CD4-L2”, change “N” to “S” for 7 specific uses, as 
follows:  

Use CD4-L2

3.70 Club, fraternal or service organization N S
5.32 Retail bank N S
7.20 Personal services N S
7.30 Consumer services such as copy shop, bicycle 

repair, and pet grooming
N S

7.40 Trade, craft and general service establishments,
such as shops for plumbers, electricians, painters, 
paper hangers, upholsterers, sign painters and 
printers

N S

8.70 Manufacture of goods sold at retail on the premises, 
such as crafts, coffee roasting and bakery goods

N S

10.30 Inn N S
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4. In the header row, insert “CD4-W” below “B”, as follows: 

B
CD4-W

5. In the column headed “B/CD4-W”, change specific uses, as follows: 

Use
B

CD4-W

1.20 Townhouse N P
3.51 Outdoor performance facility

3.511  Occupancy up to 500 persons S N
3.522  Occupancy more than 500 S N

8.40 Shopping center P S
9.50    Restaurant, place of public assembly or function 

room
9.51 Occupancy load less than 250 P S

6. Insert additional supplemental regulation for use 1.40 Multifamily dwelling, 
as follows: 

Use Supplemental Regulations

1.40 Multifamily dwelling 10.5A32 (Character district 
permitted uses)

10.640 (Downtown Overlay district)
10.730 (Gateway district)
10.813 (Multifamily Dwellings in the 

Business District)

1.41 3 or 4 dwelling units
1.42 5 to 8 dwelling units
1.43 More than 8 dwelling units
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7. Amend uses 9.40 through 9.60 as follows: 

(a) Move the row for use 9.40 to before existing use 9.51 (i.e., as a new 
use 9.51), and amend as follows: 

9.51 Restaurant with no accessory uses and with no nightclub 
or bar, place of public assembly or function room 
Occupant load less than 50

(b) Amend existing use 9.51 (new 9.52) as follows: 

9.52 Occupant load from 50 to less than 250. 
  
(c) Renumber uses 9.50 through 9.60 as 9.40 through 9.50. 

D. In Article 5, amend Section 10.516 – Exceptions to Yard Requirements, as follows: 

10.516.30  Corner Lot Vision Obstruction 

On a corner lot, no structure, accessory structure, landscaping, or 
screening which obstructs visibility shall be erected or maintained 
between the heights of 2.5 feet and 10 feet above the edge of 
pavement grades within the area bounded by the sidelines of the 
intersecting street rights-of-way and a straight line joining points 
along said street sidelines 20 feet from the point of intersection of 
such sidelines or extensions thereof. This provision shall not apply in 
the CBA and CBB districts Character Districts 4-W, 4 and 5 (CD4-
W, CD4 and CD5) and the Downtown Overlay District. 

E. In Article 5, Section 10.531 – Table of Dimensional Standards – Business and 
Industrial Districts, delete the columns headed “CBA” and “CBB”.  

F. In Article 5, delete Section 10.535 – Exceptions to Dimensional Standards in the 
Central Business Districts.  
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G. In Article 5, Section 10.590 – Minimum Distance Between Nonresidential Uses and 
Residential or Mixed Residential Districts, make the following changes: 

1. In Section 10.591, insert the words “Gateway District” after the words “General 
Business District”, and replace the words “property zoned residentially” with the 
words “a parcel in a Residential or Mixed Residential district or Character 
District 4-L1.”

2. In Section 10.592.10, replace the words “Residential or Mixed Residential 
District” with the words “Residential or Mixed Residential district or Character 
District 4-L1” in both the introductory sentence and the table header row.

3. In the footnote to Section 10.592.10, replace the words “the Central Business A 
(CBA) or Central Business B (CBB) district” with the words “Character District 4
or 5 (CD4 or CD5) or the Downtown Overlay District.”

4. In Section 10.592.20, replace the words “Residential or Mixed Residential 
District” with the words “Residential or Mixed Residential district or Character 
District 4-L1” in both the introductory sentence and the table header row. 

H. Amend Article 6, Section 10.640 Downtown Overlay District, as follows: 

10.641 Establishment and Purpose 

10.641.10 The Downtown Overlay District (DOD) is an overlay district 
applied to portions of the Central Business A and Central 
Business B districts and the Character districts. All properties 
located in the DOD must satisfy the requirements of both the 
DOD and the underlying districts. 

10.641.20 The purpose of the DOD is to promote the economic vitality of the 
central business district downtown by ensuring continuity of 
pedestrian-oriented business uses along streets. 

I. Delete Article 6, Section 10.643 Off-Street Parking Facilities 

J. In Article 8, Section 10.830 – Business Uses, delete Section 10.831 – Waterfront 
Industrial District Adjacent to Central Business District. 
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K. Amend Article 8, Section 10.860 Hours of Operation, as follows: 

10.861 The following uses are limited to operation during the times specified: 

Use
No.* Use District with 

time limitations From To

3.51 Performance facility, 
indoor

CBA, CBB, CD5, 
CD4, CD4-W,
GB, GW, B

8 AM 11 PM

3.52 Performance facility, 
outdoor

CBA, CBB, CD5, 
CD4, CD4-W,
GB, GW, B

4 PM 11 PM

8.111
8.121

Convenience goods 1 &
Convenience goods 2 

MRB, CBA, CBB,
CD5, CD4, 
CD4-W, CD4-L2, 
GB, GW, B

6 AM 11 PM

* Refer to Section 10.440, Table of Uses. 

L. Amend Article 11, Section 10.1120 Off-Street Loading, as follows: 

10.1121 General Requirements 

10.1121.10 In all Business (except Central Business A and B), Airport, and 
Industrial districts, All new structures, additions to existing 
structures, and changes and intensification of use in existing 
structures shall be provided with off-street loading areas in 
accordance with this Section, except in Character Districts 
4-W, 4 and 5 (CD4-W, CD4 and CD5) and the Downtown 
Overlay District.

10.1121.20 No loading areas shall be required in the Central Business A and
Central Business B districts Character Districts 4-W, 4 and 5 
(CD4-W, CD4 and CD5) and the Downtown Overlay District
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M. Amend Article 12, Section 10.1230 Sign Districts, as follows: 

10.1231 The City is hereby divided into sign districts for the purpose of 
establishing standards for the number, type, size, location and 
illumination of signs. These sign districts are overlay districts. A 
property shall be subject to the regulations of both the sign district 
and the underlying zoning district. 

10.1232 Unless otherwise specified by ordinance, the sign districts shall 
correspond to underlying zoning districts as follows:  

N. Amend Article 15 Definitions, Section 10.1530 Terms of General Applicability, by 
inserting the following definitions in alphabetical order: 

Garage 
An area within a principal building or outbuilding that provides space 
for parking vehicles as an accessory use. Not synonymous with 
parking structure.  (See also: parking lot, parking structure,
underground parking level.)

Parking lot 
A ground-level open area within a lot for parking vehicles as a 
principal use or accessory use. (See also: garage, parking structure, 
underground parking level.)  

Parking structure 
A structure containing multiple stories of parking as a principal use 
or accessory use. (See also: garage, parking lot, underground
parking level.)

O. In Article 15, Section 10.1525 add the terms Recessed entry and Entrance 
spacing to the list of terms primarily used in Article 5A. 

Sign Districts Underlying Zoning Districts

Sign District 3 Central Business A
Central Business B
Character District 4-W
Character District 4
Character District 5
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P. Amend Article 15 Definitions, Section 10.1530 Terms of General Applicability, as 
follows: 

Building footprint 
The total area of a building, at or above 18 inches in elevation as 
measured from the outside walls at the grade plane, of a detached 
building, or of two or more buildings separated by fire walls, 
common walls or property lines.

Story 
That portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor 
and the upper surface of the floor or roof next above. It is measured as the 
vertical distance from top to top of two successive tiers of beams or 
finished floor surfaces and, for the topmost story, from the top of the floor 
finish to the top of the ceiling joists or, where there is not a ceiling, to the 
top of the roof rafters. For the purpose of determining the number of 
stories in a building, a story above grade plane shall count as a full story. 
An attic, half story or penthouse shall not be counted as a story, but a
half story or a short story shall be counted as a story. (See also: building 
height, grade plane, half story, short story, and story above grade plane) 

Workforce housing
Housing which is intended for sale and which is affordable to a household 
with an income of no more than 100 percent of the area median income 
for a 4-person household; or rental housing which is affordable to a 
household with an income of no more than 60 percent of the area median 
income for a 3-person household. Housing developments that exclude 
minor children from more than 20 percent of the units, or in which more 
than 50 percent of the dwelling units have fewer than two bedrooms, shall 
not constitute workforce housing for the purposes of this definition.
A dwelling, or group of dwellings developed as a single project, 
containing workforce housing units, provided that a housing 
development that excludes minor children from more than 20 percent 
of the units, or in which more than 50 percent of the dwelling units 
have fewer than two bedrooms, shall not constitute workforce 
housing for the purposes of this Ordinance. All workforce housing 
units shall include a restrictive covenant that ensures affordability as 
specified in RSA 674:58,IV, for the maximum allowable term.
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1.  A short story includes either: 1) use of a top story below 
the cornice line  of a  sloped roof that is at least 20% shorter 
in height than the story below; or 2) a story within a 
mansard roof with a pitch no greater than 30:12.

2.  When a lot is assigned to more than one height 
requirement standard refer to the requirements listed 
in Section 10.5A21.22.

3.  Attic space within either a gable, gambrel, Hip, or hip-top
mansard roof or a penthouse level on a flat roof is not 
considered a story.  Attic space is permitted above the top 
story provided the proposed building is no greater than the
maximum building height.
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:



bolded :

Transportation
Corridor TC

To provide for future transportation 
uses and related facilities as well as 
recreational trail use.

Section 10.470 Uses Permitted in the Transportation Corridor District 

Land in the Transportation Corridor District may be used for the following 
purposes: 

10.471 Rail transport  
10.472 Municipal trail 
10.473 Rail-trail or rail-with-trail 
10.474 Underground utility lines, including but not limited to water, 

sewer, drainage, natural gas, electric and telecommunications 



Municipal trail 
A full public right-of-way of indefinite duration subject to public trail 
use restrictions, and classified as a Class A or Class B trail by the 
City Council pursuant to RSA Chapter 231-A.

Rail transport 
The transportation by rail of goods or passengers, including such 
infrastructure and facilities as tracks, sidings, signals, shops and 
yards for maintenance and storage of rail machinery, loading 
platforms, and passenger and freight terminals.

Rail-trail 
A multi-purpose public path (paved or natural) created within an 
abandoned rail corridor right-of-way. 

Rail-with-trail 
A shared-use path that is located on or directly next to an active 
railroad corridor. 
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: John P. Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Rick Taintor, Planning Director 

DATE: May 27, 2016 

RE: City Council Referral – Projecting Sign 
Address:  43 Pleasant Street 
Business Name: Ceo’s Gelato Bistro
Business Owner: Carolyn Ottney 

Permission is being sought to install a projecting sign on an existing bracket, as follows: 

Sign dimensions:  36” x 36”
Sign area: 9.0 sq. ft.  
Height from sidewalk to bottom of sign: 9’

The proposed sign complies with zoning requirements. If a license is granted by the City 
Council, no other municipal approvals are needed. Therefore, I recommend approval of 
a revocable municipal license, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and form;

2. Any removal or relocation of the projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done at
no cost to the City; and

3. Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure resulting from
the installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, for any reason, shall
be restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review and acceptance
by the Department of Public Works.
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Date:    June 16, 2016    
 
To:   Honorable Mayor Jack Blalock and City Council Members 

  
From:    John P. Bohenko, City Manager     
 
Re:   City Manager’s Comments on June 20, 2016 City Council Agenda 
 
 
 
Work Session: 
 
6:00 p.m.  

 
1. McIntyre Federal Building Property.  This evening’s Work Session will review the 

City’s efforts regarding the future disposition of the Federal McIntyre Property at 62 
Daniel Street. Redevelopment of the 2.1 acre site represents one of the largest 
redevelopment opportunities in the downtown since the renovation of Market Square in 
the 1970s. Accordingly, we remain prepared to assist the Council in its consideration of 
the City’s involvement in facilitating the relocation of the General Services 
Administration (GSA) within downtown Portsmouth and the redevelopment of this unique 
and valuable property. 

Attached are 1) a chronology of GSA/City interaction; 2) the recent Request for 
Information released by the GSA in January; and 3) a draft Request for Proposals (RFP) 
the City may consider releasing, pending Council’s direction.  Various members of City 
staff will present the information covered by each attachment to help illustrate our 
progress on this issue over time, where we stand at present, and how future redevelopment 
may take shape. 
 
Following this review, the Council is asked to consider a policy decision. Should the City: 

A. pursue a three-party, public-private partnership and be directly involved in the 
relocation of the GSA as well as the redevelopment of the Federal McIntyre 
Property?; or  

 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH                
PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 

 
Office of the City Manager 
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B. allow the GSA to contract directly with a private developer to determine its future 
location in the downtown as well as the redevelopment of the existing Federal 
McIntyre Property? 

 

Option A envisions the City partnering with the GSA and a qualified developer who would 
acquire the development rights at the Federal McIntyre Property to rehabilitate the existing 
building and/or to construct new buildings and other improvements on the site.  Such 
improvements would likely include new civic spaces such as squares, plazas, pedestrian 
alleyways or wide public sidewalks.  Proposed land uses complementary to the downtown 
business district, including office spaces, would be encouraged.  On-site shared and 
structured parking would be encouraged behind and beneath the buildings and/or the civic 
space areas.   
 
In exchange for public ownership of the land at the Federal McIntyre Property, a City-
owned parcel (e.g. Bridge Street Lot) would be redeveloped with a new federal facility 
under a long-term land lease agreement with the City.  The new federal facility would be 
approximately 40,000 SF and would include a similar variety of new civic spaces (plazas, 
etc.) to the redeveloped McIntyre property.   

 
Presentations: 
 
1. Presentation to former Police Commissioners John Golumb and Gerald Howe. On 

Monday evening, former Police Commissioners John Golumb and Gerald Howe will be 
recognized for their years of service to the City and its residents as members of the Police 
Commission. 

 
2. Presentation Re: Build Dio.  A presentation will be made on Monday evening regarding 

the attached letter from Brian Kelly regarding Build Dio. 
 
3. Presentation Re: Historic District Commission Design Guidelines. Historic District 

Commission Chair Joseph Almeida and Principal Planner Nicholas Cracknell will present 
the Design Guidelines recently adopted by the Historic District Commission (see 
attached).  

 
Acceptance of Grants and Donations:   

1. Acceptance of Community Development Block Grant Funds. The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development has informed the City that a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) in the amount of $510,896 has been made available to Portsmouth 
for its Fiscal Year 2017. This amount represents an increase of $5,734, or 1.1% from 
last year. These funds are used to carry out a variety of housing rehabilitation and 
accessibility projects and other CDBG-eligible community development and public 
improvements as well as assistance to public service agencies. 
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The Community Development Department, working in conjunction with the City's 
Citizens Advisory Committee, held a series of public hearings and meetings over the last 
several months to solicit input and prioritize projects with regard to the expenditure of 
these funds. 

 
 I recommend the City Council move to accept and expend a Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) in the amount of $510,896 from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. Action on this matter should take place under Section VII of the 
Agenda.  
 

2. Acceptance of Gift – Edward T. Mahoney’s Red Sox Collection. The City of 
Portsmouth has received a gift of the Edward T. Mahoney’s Red Sox Collection. The late 
Ed Mahoney and his beloved wife Mary enjoyed and were proud of their Red Sox 
collection (see attached). This gift to the City of Portsmouth has a value of $1,000; it will 
be displayed at the Connie Bean Center.  

 
 I recommend the City Council move to approve and accept the gift. Action on this matter 

should take place under Section VII of the Agenda.  
   
Items Which Require Action Under Other Sections of the Agenda:   

 
1. Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance.  

 
1.1 Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – Zoning 

Ordinance – West End Zoning Amendment Ordinance (Tabled from May 16, 
2016 City Council Meeting.  At the June 20th City Council meeting, the Council 
will continue the second reading of a proposed ordinance (dated 5/2/2016) 
extending character-based zoning to the West End and making various revisions 
to Article 5A and other sections of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
As a result of public comment at the May 16th City Council meeting, and 
discussion and comments by City Councilors at the June 6th City Council meeting 
and afterwards, the Planning Department has developed the attached list of 13 
potential amendments to the proposed ordinance. These amendments address the 
following issues:  
 
A.  Setback of West End Incentive Overlay District from abutting parcels fronting  

on Aldrich Road  - Recommended adoption by City staff. 
 
B.  Maximum allowed building height on Islington Street opposite Bartlett Street 

and Elm Court – Recommended adoption by City staff. 
 
C.  Minimum required upper floor height – Recommended adoption by City staff. 
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D. Maximum allowed building footprints in the downtown (CD4 and CD5 
districts) – Not recommended by City staff. 

 
E.  Increased allowed building footprints for a building containing ground floor 

parking or underground parking  
  E1 - Not recommended by City staff. 
  E2 - Recommended adoption by City staff. 
 
F.   Restrictions on residential uses in the CD4-W district – City staff is neutral. 
 
G.   Façade modulation exemption for buildings with traditional masonry detailing, 

windows, etc.  – Recommended adoption by City staff. 
 
H.  Dimensions of various types of community spaces – Recommended adoption 

by City staff. 
 
I.   Use of lawn vs. ground cover in squares – City staff is neutral. 
 
J.    Planning Board determination of public benefits for developments in Incentive  

Overlay Districts – Recommended adoption by City staff. 
 
K.  Conversion of a civic use to a new civic use – Recommended adoption by City 

staff. 
 
L. Assurance of long-term applicability of a workforce housing restriction – 

Recommended adoption by City staff. 
 
M. Clarification of the definition of “building footprint” – City staff is neutral. 
 
These 13 potential amendments are presented in a format (see attached) to allow 
for consideration and action by the City Council on each amendment prior to 
action on the main motion.  
 
As noted in the attached document, the Planning Department supports most but 
not all of these potential amendments. At Monday’s meeting, City staff will be 
prepared to explain the amendments and respond to Councilors’ questions as 
necessary.  

 
The City Council may move the following motions: 
1) Move to vote on each amendment separately, and, 
2) Move to pass second reading as amended and schedule a third and final reading 

at the July 11, 2016 City Council meeting. 

 Action on this matter should take place under Section IX of the Agenda.  
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2. Third and Final Reading of Proposed Ordinance Amendments: 
 

2.1 Third and Final Reading of Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment - 
Transportation Corridor District. As a result of the June 6th City Council 
meeting, under Section VIII of the Agenda, I am bringing back for third and final 
reading the attached proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment to establish a 
Transportation Corridor District. See attached memorandum from Rick Taintor, 
Planning Director, regarding this matter. The Planning Board voted on April 21, 
2016 to recommend that the City Council amend the Zoning Ordinance, as 
proposed.  

 
The Planning Department has proposed that the railroad rights-of-way within the    
City (excluding areas for sidings and spurs) be rezoned to a new Transportation 
Corridor District. The purposes of the proposed district are:   

  
• to preserve these corridors for existing and future transportation uses and utility 

lines and facilities;   
 
• to allow for the development of multi-use (bicycle/pedestrian) recreational trails 

along abandoned rail corridors; and  
 

• to restrict any land uses that would conflict with these transportation and 
recreational uses from being established.  

 
 Therefore, I recommend the City Council move to pass third and final reading on 

the proposed Ordinance, as presented. Action on this matter should take place 
under Section VIII of the Agenda.  
 

Consent Agenda: 
 
1.      Request for License to Install Projecting Sign. Attached under Section IX of the 

Agenda is a request for a projecting  sign  license  (see  attached  memorandum  from  
Rick  Taintor, Planning Director): 

 
  Carolyn Ottney, owner of Ceo’s Gelato Bistro, for property located at 43 Pleasant 

Street. 
 
I recommend the City Council move to approve the aforementioned Projecting Sign 
License as recommended by the Planning Director and, further, authorize the City 
Manager to execute this License Agreement for this request. Action on this item should 
take place under Section IX of the Agenda. 
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City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 
1. Proposed Action on International Association of Fire Fighters, Local #1313 

Tentative Agreement.   On Monday evening, the Fire Commission is requesting that the 
City Council vote on the Firefighters Association Portsmouth, NH Council #1313 
contract. I have attached a copy of City Negotiator Thomas Closson’s letter outlining the 
highlights of the Tentative Agreement along with the cost analysis to implement this 
contract.   

 
A copy of the insertions and deletions showing the changes in the contract if approved can 
be found on http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/HR/contracts-fire.htm. 
 
Please note that City Council action is required this evening regarding this matter. 

 
2. Request for Public Hearing Re: Various Bonding Resolutions. The following 

comments are summaries for the attached three (3) proposed Bond Authorization 
Resolutions for projects identified in the FY17-22 Capital Improvement Plan (respective 
element sheets are attached). I am requesting that the City Council establish a public 
hearing on each of these proposed resolutions for the July 11, 2016 City Council Agenda.  

 
The three (3) resolutions are: 

 
GENERAL FUND 

 
1) Resolution for borrowing authorization of up to $6,850,000 for FY17 Citywide 

Street, Sidewalk, and Facility Improvements.  
 

 Chestnut Area Improvements - $200,000:  
       (Page II-36 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 

This project is a collaborative effort between the City, The Music Hall, abutting 
property owners and businesses to beautify and improve Chestnut Street 
between Porter and Congress Street. The proposed plan includes new sidewalks 
and drainage improvements, new granite seating walls, flowering trees and 
shrubs. Changes to the street surface will improve wayfinding from Congress 
Street, The Music Hall, and the African Burying Ground, and it will meet the 
City’s Master Plan goals of increasing the number of community gathering 
areas downtown.  

  
 Multi-Purpose Recreation Field (Former Stump Dump) - $1,750,000:  

                 (Page II-40 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
The 2010 Recreation Needs Study recommended additional multi-use fields be 
added to the City’s inventory. This project will fulfill a long-held vision for 
converting the former “stump-dump” facility on Greenland Road into a 
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regulation sized, multi-purpose, outdoor field with artificial turf. Lighting, 
associated parking and other amenities are included. This project will also 
provide parking and trail access for the Hampton Branch trail system as well as 
access to other passive recreational assets such as the Great Bog.  

 
 Outdoor Pool Upgrades - $500,000:  

                 (Page II-41 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
This project includes the replacement of the pool gutter system and pool liner. 
The original pool was constructed in the 1930’s and has been renovated a 
number of times. The existing liner is past the 15 year design life and the 
concrete gutter is starting to show signs of failure.    

 
 Citywide Facilities Capital Improvements - $1,000,000:  

(Page II-44 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
The Public Works Department has the maintenance responsibilities for all 
municipal facilities. These facilities are wide ranging and serve multiple uses. 
Due to age and usage, many facilities are in need of updating in order to 
continue their availability to the general public and programs conducted within. 
Prioritization of projects will be based on each facilities evaluation, to be 
completed in FY17.  

 
 McDonough St Area Improvements - $400,000:  

                   (Page II-71 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
This project is at the request of the Islington Creek Neighborhood Association 
to have new sidewalks and traffic calming measures installed throughout the 
McDonough Street Area. The main purpose of this project is to enhance safety 
for the residents and others who travel through this area on foot, by bicycle and 
motor vehicle. This area is a mixed use of residential, commercial and industrial 
uses located between Islington Street and North Mill Pond. The work will 
include water, sewer, storm drainage, paving, curbing and associated 
landscaping constructed in a phased approach.  

 
 Pease International Tradeport Roadway Rehabilitation  - $2,500,000:  

(Page II-74 & II-75 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-
2017) 
Per the Municipal Service Agreement between the City of Portsmouth and 
Pease Development Authority, the City shall provide Public Works Services in 
the Non-Airfield Area of the Pease International Tradeport. Public Works 
Services include maintaining and repairing roads, streets, bridges and 
sidewalks.  

             
 Banfield Road Improvements  - $500,000:  

(Page II-76 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
This project addresses a number of traffic safety related issues along the section 
of Banfield Road from Constitution to Ocean Road. These upgrades include 
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culvert replacement, guard rail installation, and traffic calming measures. In 
addition, the effort will evaluate pedestrian and bicycle needs and measures to 
incorporate “Complete Street” Design into the project.  

 

WATER FUND 

 
2) Resolution for borrowing authorization of up to $2,250,000 related to Water 

Line Replacements, Water System Pressure and Storage Improvements. 
 

 Annual Water Line Replacement - $1,500,000:  
(Page II-78 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
The water distribution system consists of more than 150 miles of pipe. Many of 
the older pipes are 50 to 100 years old, undersized and at the end of their design 
life. Pipes are replaced programmatically as part of water-specific capital 
projects, roadway reconstruction and prior to annual paving. This item will fund 
the purchase of pipe, valves and associated materials used to replace those 
pipes. Bond funds for large full road reconstruction projects. 

  
 Water System Pressure and Storage Improvements - $750,000:  

(Page II-80 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
This project consists of improvement to water mains, pumps and storage to 
improve water flow and pressure in the water system. Work will be performed 
in portions of the water system as well as sections of the system which have 
been identified as needing upgrades as part of the water system hydraulic model 
and master plan update completed in 2013.  

 
SEWER FUND 

 
3) Resolution for borrowing authorization of up to $3,400,000 for Costs related to 

Sewer Line Replacements, Pumping Station Upgrades and Goose Bay Drive 
Sewer Line 

 
 Annual Sewer Line Replacement - $2,500,000:  

(Page II-85 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
The wastewater collection system consists of more than one-hundred (100) 
miles of pipe. Many of the older pipes are fifty (50) to one-hundred (100) years 
old, undersized and at the end of their design life. Pipes are replaced 
programmatically as part of sewer specific capital projects, roadway 
reconstruction and prior to annual paving. This item will fund the purchase of 
pipes and associated materials used to replace those pipes. Bond funds are for 
the large full road reconstruction type projects.  
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 Pumping Station Upgrade - $400,000:  

(Page II-86 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
The City owns and operates twenty (20) wastewater pumping stations. The 
projected life span of a pumping station is twenty (20) years. This project plans 
for the replacement or major rehabilitation of the pumping stations that have 
not been included as separate projects. The next pumping station to be 
addressed under this project is the Heritage Avenue pumping station.  

 
 Goose Bay Drive Sewer - $500,000:  

       (Page II-87 of Appendix II of the Proposed Annual Budget Book 2016-2017) 
This project addresses replacement of an existing sewer that is in poor condition 
and at risk of failure. Replacement of this sewer line will prevent potential 
sewer system overflows due to failure and will provide additional capacity for 
an industry served by this section of sewer.  

      
 I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to bring back 
for public hearing and adoption the various proposed CIP projects to be bonded, as 
presented, for the July 11, 2016 City Council meeting. (Please note that Bonding 
Resolutions require a public hearing and adoption.)  
  

3. Consideration of Appointments/Reappointments to Rockingham Planning   
Commission.  Representation on a regional planning commission in New Hampshire is 
defined in RSA 36:46, Formation of Regional Planning Commissions, as follows:  

 
III. Each municipality which shall become a member of a regional planning 
commission shall be entitled to 2 representatives on said commission. A 
municipality with a population of over 10,000 but less than 25,000 shall be 
entitled to have 3 representatives on said commission and a municipality with 
a population of over 25,000 shall be entitled to have 4 representatives on said 
commission. […] Representatives to a regional planning commission shall be 
nominated by the planning board of each municipality from the residents 
thereof and shall be appointed by the municipal officers of each municipality. 
Representatives may be elected or appointed officials of the municipality or 
county. […] The terms of office of members of a regional planning commission 
shall be for 4 years ….  

 
Based on this statute and on its 1990 population of 25,925, Portsmouth was eligible to 
have four representatives on the Rockingham Planning Commission. Although the popu-
lation dropped below 25,000 following the closure of Pease, the City’s representation on 
the Commission has continued to be maintained at four commissioners.  
 
On December 30, 2015, Mayor Blalock designated City Councilors Josh Denton and 
Rebecca Perkins to serve as representatives on the Commission, effective January 1, 2016. 
In order to comply with the statute cited above regarding nomination of representatives, 
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the Planning Board voted at its April meeting to confirm the current roster of 
representatives on the Commission.  
 
John Ricci and David Moore have been serving as commissioners; however, their terms 
have expired. Therefore, the Planning Board also voted at its April meeting to recom-
mend the reappointment of these two individuals as representatives on the Commission.  

  
 I recommend the City Council move to reappoint John Ricci and David Moore as 

representatives of the City on the Rockingham Planning Commission, effective July 1, 
2016. 

 
4. Acceptance of Waterline Easement. The attached memorandum from Suzanne M. 

Woodland, Deputy City Attorney, describes a proposed acceptance of water line 
easements to serve two properties in a minor subdivision in the Town of Greenland. This 
request is on the agenda for the Planning Board meeting on June 16, 2016. Rick Taintor, 
Planning Director, will provide an oral report on the Planning Board’s recommendation 
at the June 20, 2016 City Council meeting. 

 Subsequent to the Planning Director’s oral report on Monday evening, action on this 
matter is required by the City Council. 

5. Annual Omnibus Ordinance Change, Parking and Traffic. Attached please find the 
annual omnibus set of ordinances recommended by the Parking and Traffic Safety 
Committee to be presented to the City Council at its meeting of June 20, 2016. This year’s 
omnibus changes are detailed on the attached sheets, and address changes to on-street 
parking spaces and update wording to reflect current conditions. 

By way of background, On March 29, 2000, the City Council adopted Ordinance #4-2000 
under Chapter 7, Article 1, Section 7.103 of the Vehicles, Traffic and Parking Ordinance. 
This ordinance was adopted in order to be more responsive to the changing parking needs 
of the downtown. Before its adoption, it often took three readings of the City Council to 
simply change a parking space from a two-hour time restriction to a 15-minute one. This 
process would often take four to six months to complete.  

The current ordinance authorizes the Parking Traffic and Safety Committee to 
recommend temporary parking and traffic regulations to the City Council for its approval 
in the form of its monthly meeting minutes. Once the Council approves these minutes, the 
temporary regulations are in effect for a period not to exceed one year. During that year 
the Council and the public have the benefit of seeing how a temporary regulation works 
before adopting it as a permanent change to the parking ordinance. These temporary 
regulations are presented at one time to the Council for its consideration.  

The attached amendments to Chapter 7, Vehicles, Traffic and Parking for the Council's 
consideration summarize the temporary parking regulations implemented by the Parking 
and Traffic Safety Committee between June 12, 2015 and June 2, 2016, as well as updates 
to reflect current conditions.  
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       I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to bring back for first     
reading the attached proposed Ordinance, at the July 11, 2016 City Council meeting, as     
presented.  

 
Informational Items: 
 
1. Events Listing. For your information, attached is a copy of the Events Listing updated 

after the last City Council meeting on June 6, 2016. In addition, this can be found on the 
City’s website. 

 
2. Summary of Legislation. Members of the Legislative Subcommittee meet with City staff 

and our local delegates to monitor bills that address issues of interest during each session 
of the Legislature. Subcommittee members include Mayor Blalock, Assistant Mayor 
Splaine, Councilor Dwyer and Councilor Spear. The City Manager and Assistant City 
Attorney Jane Ferrini attend the meetings but are not voting members of the Committee. 
The Legislative Subcommittee met twelve times in 2016 and our local delegates were 
invited to attend six of these twelve meetings.   

 
 The Legislation Summary attached lists bills of interest to the City. Those listed by the 

Chapter number (original bill number in parentheses) have been signed into law.  All other 
bills listed by their original bill number have been passed by the Houses and Senate and 
have been enrolled awaiting the Governor’s signature. If the Governor does not veto the 
bill, it will become law according to the effective date in the bill. 

 
3. News Release Re: June 22, 2016 Public Input Forum on Prescott Park Master Plan. 

For your information, attached is a news release regarding the June 22, 2016 Public Input 
Forum on the Prescott Park Master Plan. This event will be held in the Eileen Dondero 
Foley Council Chamber at 6:30 p.m.     

 
4. Market Square Day.  Several municipal tents were present on Market Square Day to 

offer the community various information on projects, programs and public input 
opportunities.  

 
The Planning Department had a booth dedicated to the 2025 Master Plan. Citizens spoke 
with Planning Staff and Master Plan consultants NBBJ about the future of Portsmouth, 
were given an informational flier and had access to the Draft Master Plan. Hundreds of 
residents participated in an interactive exercise where they used stickers to identify their 
top five goals from the Draft Master Plan. A 3D virtual reality headset drew crowds of all 
ages by demonstrating how a portion of Lafayette Road could transform over the next 
decade.  
 
The Public Works department offered demonstrations and information on their 
Portsmouth Click N’ Fix App, as well as materials on their Recycling Center, water 
services and sustainable practices. A consultant from Weston & Sampson was also present 
to discuss the upcoming Master Plan for Prescott Park, field commentary, encourage 
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public participation in public meetings and direct residents to additional public input 
opportunities and resources available on the City website.  
 
The Library booth offered interactive games for children, in addition to general 
information on Library programs and events. Several staff members were present to help 
residents either renew or sign up for Library cards as well.   

 
5. Proposed National Register (NR) District Nomination – Informational Meeting. For 

your information, attached is a memorandum from Nancy Colbert Puff, Deputy City 
Manager, regarding the proposed National Register (NR) District Nomination – 
Informational Meeting on June 28, 2016 at the Seacoast Repertory Theatre on Bow Street. 

 
6. News Release Re: Standard & Poors Affirms City of Portsmouth’s AAA Bond 

Rating. For your information, attached is a news release announcing that Standard & 
Poors has again affirmed the City's long-term bond rating of “AAA”, the highest 
obtainable rating. The City issued bonds on June 14, 2016 which were very favorable. 

 
Due to this outstanding rating, the City reissued bonds that resulted in a savings of $1.3 
million over the remaining ten (10) years.  In addition, the City issued bonds at an average 
interest rate of 1.87% which is the lowest rate the City has ever seen for this type of 
issue.  In addition to the excellent rate, the City received a bond premium of $2.4 million 
which may be used for other capital projects with an equal or longer useful life of the bond 
issue. 

 
 

















































































 the sum of 
is appropriated for Fiscal Year 2017 Citywide Street, Sidewalk and 

Facility Improvements; 

 to meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with the approval of the 
City Manager, is authorized to borrow, on a competitive or negotiated basis, up 
to through 
the issuance of bonds and/or notes of the City under the Municipal Finance Act; 

That the expected useful life of the project is determined to be at least ten 
(10) years, and; 

That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 



BI-CD-11: CHESTNUT STREET STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
Department Community Development Department

Project Location Chestnut Street between Porter and Congress 
Streets

Project Type Rehabilitation of an Existing Facility

Commence FY 2017

Ward 5

Priority A (needed within 0 to 3 years)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: This project is a collaborative effort between the 
City, The Music Hall, abutting property owners and businesses to 
beautify and improve Chestnut Street between Porter and 
Congress Streets.  The proposed plan includes new sidewalks and 
drainage improvements, new granite seating walls, flowering 
trees and shrubs. Changes to the street surface will improve 
wayfinding from Congress Street, The Music Hall and the African 
Burying Ground, and it will meet the City’s Master Plan goals of 
increasing the number of community gathering areas downtown. 

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study: Master Plan 2005, 
Wayfinding Analysis 2014

Y

Improves Quality of Existing Services

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development Y

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability Y

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 25% $200,000 $200,000 $0 $200,000

UDAG 25% $200,000 $200,000 $0 $200,000
Revenues 0% $0  $0 $0

PPP 50% $400,000 $400,000  $0 $400,000
Totals $800,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $800,000 $0 $800,000

Buildings and Infrastructure

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-36



BI-CD-17: MULTI-PURPOSE RECREATIONAL FIELD (FORMER STUMP DUMP)
Department Community Development Department

Project Location Greenland Road at Islington Street

Project Type Construction or Expansion of a public 
facility, street or utility

Commence FY 2016

Ward 3

Priority A (needed within 0 to 3 years)

Impact on Operating Budget Minimal

Description: The 2010 Recreation Needs Study recommended 
additional multi-use fields be added to the City’s inventory. This 
project will fulfill a long-held vision for converting the former 
“stump-dump” facility on Greenland Road into a regulation-
sized, multi-purpose, outdoor field with artificial turf. Lighting, 
associated parking and other amenities are included. This 
project will also provide parking and trail access for the 
Hampton Branch trail system as well as access to other passive 
recreational assets such as the Great Bog. 

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study: Recreation Needs Study 
2010

Y

Improves Quality of Existing Services

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 88% $1,750,000 $1,750,000 $0 $1,750,000

Daniel St trust 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 0% $0  $0 $0

PPP 13% $250,000 $250,000 $0 $250,000
Totals $2,000,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $2,000,000 $0 $2,000,000

Buildings and Infrastructure

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-40



BI-PW-19: OUTDOOR POOL UPGRADE

Department Public Works

Project Location Peirce Island

Project Type Upgrade Existing Facility

Commence FY 2017

Ward ALL

Priority A (needed within 0 to 3 years) 

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: This project includes the replacement of the pool 
gutter system and pool liner. The original pool was constructed 
in the 1930’s and has been renovated a number of times. The 
existing liner is past the 15 year design life and the concrete 
gutter is starting to show signs of failure. 

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study

Improves Quality of Existing Services Y

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

: ThThisis pprojej ct includes the replp acement of the pool 
m and pool liner The original pool was constructed

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 100% $500,000 $400,000 $900,000 $0 $900,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 0% $0  $0 $0

PPP 0% $0  $0 $0
Totals $500,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $400,000 $900,000 $0 $900,000

Buildings and Infrastructure

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-41



BI-PW-25: CITY-WIDE FACILITIES CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Department Public Works

Project Location City-Wide

Project Type Upgrade Existing Facilities

Commence FY On-Going

Ward ALL

Priority O (ongoing or programmatic)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: The Public Works Department has the maintenance 
responsibilities for all municipal facilities. These facilities are 
wide ranging and serve multiple uses. Due to age and usage, 
many facilities are in need of updating in order to continue their 
availability to the general public and programs conducted 
within.  Prioritization of projects will be based on each facilities 
evaluation, to be completed in FY16. 

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study: Facilities Needs 
Evaluations (in development)

Y

Improves Quality of Existing Services Y

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 1% $0 $50,000 $50,000

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 98% $1,000,000 $1,000,000 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $4,000,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 1% $0 $30,000 $30,000

PPP 0% $0  $0 $0
Totals $1,000,000 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0 $2,000,000 $2,080,000 $4,080,000

orkks Deppartment has the maintenance
nicipal facilities These facilities are

Buildings and Infrastructure

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-44



TSM-PW-32: MCDONOUGH STREET AREA IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Department Public Works

Project Location McDonough Street

Project Type Construction of a public street

Commence FY 2017

Ward 2

Priority A (needed within 0 to 3 years)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: This project is at the request of the Islington Creek 
Neighborhood Association to have new sidewalks and traffic 
calming measures installed throughout the McDonough Street 
Area.  The main purpose of this project is to enhance safety for 
the residents and others who travel through this area on foot, 
by bicycle and motor vehicle. This area is a mixed use of 
residential, commercial and industrial uses located between 
Islington Street and North Mill Pond. The work will include 
water, sewer, storm drainage, paving, curbing and associated 
landscaping constructed in a phased approach. 

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study

Improves Quality of Existing Services Y

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 100% $400,000 $400,000 $2,000,000 $2,400,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 0% $0 $0 $0

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $400,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $400,000 $2,000,000 $2,400,000

VEMENT PROJECT

is at thee rreqequeuest of the Islingngtotonn CrCreeeekk 

Transportation Management : Roadway

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-71



TSM-PW-36: PEASE INTERNATIONAL TRADEPORT ROADWAY REHABILITATION

Department Public Works

Project Location Pease International Tradeport

Project Type Upgrade of Existing Facilities

Commence FY On-Going

Ward 3

Priority O (ongoing or programmatic)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: Per the Municipal Service Agreement between the 
City of Portsmouth and Pease Development Authority, the City 
shall provide Public Works Services in the Non-Airfield Area of the 
Pease International Tradeport.  Public Works Services include 
maintaining and repairing roads, streets, bridges and sidewalks.  
On the following page are the Streets and Roads that are 
identified for improvements.

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study

Improves Quality of Existing Services Y

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies Y

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

ROADWAY REHABILITATIONNTION

Deescs ription: Per the Municicipapa
City of Portsmouth and Pease

rvice Agreement between the 
Development Authority the City
l l SeSer
Dev

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 100% $2,500,000 $750,000 $750,000 $4,000,000 $1,000,000 $5,000,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 0% $0 $0 $0

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $2,500,000 $0 $0 $750,000 $0 $750,000 $4,000,000 $1,000,000 $5,000,000

Transportation Management : Roadway

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-74



FY 17-22

TTSM-PW-36:  ROADWAY: Pease International Tradeport Roadway Rehabilitation

Street Estimated Cost

Corporate Drive $2,500,000

Goose Bay Drive $550,000

Rochester Avenue $700,000

Aviation Drive $500,000

Arboretum Drive $1,250,000

Oak Avenue $70,000

International Drive $100,000

Total Estimated Cost $5,670,000

PEASE INTERNATIONAL TRADEPORT

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 75



TMS-PW-37: BANFIELD ROAD IMPROVEMENTS
Department Public Works

Project Location Banfield Road

Project Type Upgrade of Existing Facilities

Commence FY 2017

Ward 3

Priority A (needed within 0 to 3 years)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: This project addresses a number of traffic safety 
related issues along the section of Banfield Road from 
Constitution to Ocean Road.  These upgrades include culvert 
replacement, guard rail installation, and traffic calming 
measures.  In addition, the effort will evaluate pedestrian and 
bicycle needs and measures to incorporate “Complete Street” 
Design into the project.

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study – Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan 

Y

Improves Quality of Existing Services Y

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies Y

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

DeDescription: This pproject addresses a number of traffic safety 
related issues along the sectition of Banfield Road from 

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 29% $150,000 $150,000 $50,000 $200,000

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 71% $500,000 $500,000 $0 $500,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 0% $0 $0 $0

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $500,000 $150,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $650,000 $50,000 $700,000

Transportation Management : Roadway

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-76



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
TWO THOUSAND SIXTEEN 

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
RESOLUTION #   -2016 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BOND ISSUE AND/OR NOTES OF THE 
CITY UNDER THE MUNICIPAL FINANCE ACT AND/OR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE STATE REVOLVING FUND (SRF) LOAN OF UP TO TWO MILLION 
TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,250,000) RELATED TO 
WATER LINE REPLACEMENTS, WATER SYSTEM PRESSURE AND 
STORAGE IMPROVEMENTS.   

 
RESOLVED: 
 

THAT, the sum of up to Two Million Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($2,250,000) is appropriated for Water Line Replacements, Water System Pressure and 
Storage Improvements; 

 
To meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager is 
authorized to borrow, on a competitive or negotiated basis, up to Two Million Two 
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($2,250,000) through the issuance of bonds and/or 
notes of the City under the Municipal Finance Act and/or a loan program offered through 
the State of New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, identified as the 
State Revolving Fund Loan, such borrowing to be effected by the issuance of bonds 
and/or notes of the City under the Municipal Finance Act in connection with the Water 
Line Replacements, Water System Pressure and Storage Improvements; 

 
 THAT the expected useful life of this project is determined to be at least twenty (20) 

years, and; 
 

THAT this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 
 

       APPROVED: 
                                                                                                 
 
       __________________________ 
       JACK BLALOCK, MAYOR 
ADOPTED  BY  CITY  COUNCIL 
 
 
_______________________________ 
KELLI  BARNABY, MMC 
CITY  CLERK 



EF-WD-01: ANNUAL WATER LINE REPLACEMENT
Department Public Works

Project Location City-Wide

Project Type Upgrade to Existing Facilities

Commence FY On-Going

Ward All

Priority O (On-going)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: The water distribution system consists of more than 
150 miles of pipe.  Many of the older pipes are 50 to 100 years 
old, undersized and at the end of their design life.  Pipes are 
replaced programmatically as part of water specific capital 
projects, roadway reconstruction and prior to annual paving.  This 
item will fund the purchase of pipe, valves and associated 
materials used to replace those pipes. Bond funds for large full 
road reconstruction projects.

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study – Water System 
Master Plan

Y

Improves Quality of Existing Services

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies Y

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 22% $1,500,000 $2,000,000 $3,500,000 $0 $3,500,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 78% $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $3,000,000 $9,590,000 $12,590,000

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $2,000,000 $2,500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $6,500,000 $9,590,000 $16,090,000

Descririptptioionn:: ThThee wawateterr didiststriribubutitionon ssysystetemm coconsnsisiststs ooff momorere tthahann 
150 miles of pipe Many of the older pipes are 50 to 100 years

Enterprise Funds: Water

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-78



EF-WD-03: WATER SYSTEM PRESSURE AND STORAGE IMPROVEMENTS
Department Public Works

Project Location City-Wide

Project Type Upgrade of Existing Facilities

Commence FY 2017

Ward ALL

Priority A (needed within 0 to 3 years)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: This project consists of improvement to water 
mains, pumps and storage to improve water flow and pressure 
in the water system. Work will be performed in portions of the 
water system as well as sections of the system which have been 
identified as needing upgrades as part of the water system 
hydraulic model and master plan update completed in 2013.

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study – 2013 Water System 
Master Plan

Y

Improves Quality of Existing Services Y

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 88% $750,000 $500,000 $1,250,000 $1,000,000 $2,250,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 12% $250,000 $250,000 $50,000 $300,000

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $1,000,000 $500,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,500,000 $1,050,000 $2,550,000

Enterprise Funds: Water

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-80



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
TWO THOUSAND AND SIXTEEN 

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

 
RESOLUTION #   -2016 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BOND ISSUE AND/OR NOTES OF THE 
CITY UNDER THE MUNICIPAL FINANCE ACT AND/OR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE STATE REVOLVING FUND (SRF) LOAN OF UP TO THREE MILLION 
FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3,400,000) FOR COSTS RELATED 
TO SEWER LINE REPLACEMENTS, PUMPING STATION UPGRADES AND 
GOOSE BAY DRIVE SEWER LINE.  

 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
 

THAT the sum of up to Three Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,400,000) is 
appropriated for Sewer Line Replacements, Pumping Station upgrades and Goose Bay Drive 
Sewer Line;  
 
To meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with the approval of the City Manager is 
authorized to borrow, on a competitive or negotiated basis, up to Three Million Four Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($3,400,000) through the issuance of bonds and/or notes of the City under the 
Municipal Finance Act and/or a loan program offered through the State of New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services, identified as the State Revolving Fund Loan, such 
borrowing to be effected by the issuance of bonds and/or notes of the City under the Municipal 
Finance Act in connection with Sewer Line Replacements, Pumping Station upgrades and Goose 
Bay Drive Sewer Line;  
 
That the expected useful life of the project is determined to be at least twenty (20) years, and; 
 
That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 
 
 

 
       APPROVED: 
 
 
       __________________________ 

                                 JACK BLALOCK, MAYOR 
 
ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL 
 
_______________________________ 
KELLI  BARNABY, MMC 
CITY  CLERK 



EF-SD-04: ANNUAL SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT
Department Public Works

Project Location City-Wide

Project Type Upgrade of Existing Facilities

Commence FY On Going

Ward ALL

Priority O (Ongoing or Programmatic)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: The wastewater collection system consists of more 
than one-hundred (100) miles of pipe.  Many of the older pipes 
are fifty (50) to one-hundred (100) years old, undersized and at 
the end of their design life. Pipes are replaced programmatically 
as part of sewer specific capital projects, roadway 
reconstruction and prior to annual paving. This item will fund 
the purchase of pipes and associated materials used to replace 
those pipes. Bond funds are for the large full road 
reconstruction type projects.

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study

Improves Quality of Existing Services Y

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs Y

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 43% $2,500,000 $2,500,000 $5,000,000 $0 $5,000,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 57% $1,000,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $3,500,000 $3,250,000 $6,750,000

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $3,500,000 $3,000,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $8,500,000 $3,250,000 $11,750,000

y

er collectiion system con isists fof more 

Enterprise Funds: Sewer

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-85



EF-SD-05: PUMPING STATION UPGRADE
Department Public Works

Project Location City-Wide

Project Type Rehabilitation of Existing Facility

Commence FY Ongoing

Ward ALL

Priority O (ongoing or programmatic)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: The City owns and operates twenty (20) 
wastewater pumping stations. The projected life span of a 
pumping station is twenty (20) years. This project plans for the 
replacement or major rehabilitation of the pumping stations 
that have not been included as separate projects. The next 
pumping station to be addressed under this project is the 
Heritage Avenue pumping station.

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study

Improves Quality of Existing Services

Provides Added Capacity to Existing Services

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs Y

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies Y

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 90% $400,000 $400,000 $400,000 $1,200,000 $3,500,000 $4,700,000

Other 0% $0 $0 $0
Revenues 10% $250,000 $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 $550,000 $0 $550,000

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $650,000 $100,000 $400,000 $100,000 $400,000 $100,000 $1,750,000 $3,500,000 $5,250,000

Enterprise Funds: Sewer

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-86



EF-SD-07: GOOSE BAY DRIVE SEWER REPLACEMENT
Department Public Works

Project Location Goose Bay Drive

Project Type Rehabilitation of Existing Facility

Commence FY 2017

Ward 3

Priority A (needed within 0 to 3 years)

Impact on Operating Budget Negligible

Description: This project addresses replacement of an existing 
sewer that is in poor condition and at risk of failure. 
Replacement of this sewer line will prevent potential sewer 
system overflows due to failure and will provide additional 
capacity for an industry served by this section of sewer. 

Evaluation Criteria Satisfy

Identified in Planning Document or Study

Improves Quality of Existing Services

Provides Added Capacity to Serve Growth Y

Addresses Public Health or Safety Need

Reduces Long-Term Operating Costs Y

Alleviates Substandard Conditions or Deficiencies

Provides Incentive to Economic Development

Responds to Federal or State Requirement

Eligible for Matching Funds with Limited Availability

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 Totals 17-22 6 PY's Funding Totals
GF 0% $0 $0 $0

Fed/ State 0% $0 $0 $0
Bond/ Lease 74% $500,000 $500,000 $0 $500,000

Other 7% $50,000 $50,000 $0 $50,000
Revenues 19% $0 $125,000 $125,000

PPP 0% $0 $0 $0
Totals $550,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $550,000 $125,000 $675,000

Enterprise Funds: Sewer

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 17-22 II-87



 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:  June 16, 2016 
 
TO:  RICK TAINTOR, PLANNING DIRECTOR 
 
FROM: SUZANNE M. WOODLAND, DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY 
 
RE:  WATERLINE EASEMENTS – ROUTE 33, GREENLAND 
 
             
 

The City of Portsmouth currently provides retail water service to portions of 
Greenland including an area along Route 33.  The City was requested to extend its 
water service to serve a new commercial subdivision approved by the Town of 
Greenland Planning Board (site of the new Tractor Supply store and Aroma Joe’s).  

 
The Department of Public Works recommends accepting water line easements to 

encompass a utility easement area as shown on a plan entitled “AMENDED 
EASEMENT PLAN, Tax Map R21, Lots 55A & 55B, Property of Thurken IV, LLC, NH 
Route 33 / March Farm Way, Greenland, New Hampshire, County of Rockingham” 
dated March 15, 2016, recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds. Copy 
attached. The Town of Greenland approved the commercial subdivision plan 
conditioned on the water line being installed to City specifications to serve the 
properties. The water line and associated infrastructure have been installed within the 
common driveway. Two easement deeds are required; the easement area extends over 
two parcels, one still held by the developer, Thurken IV, LLC, and the other now held by 
Sarnia Properties, LLC. 

 
REQUESTED ACTION:  The Planning Board recommend to the City Council 

acceptance of water line easements from Thurken IV, LLC and Sarnia Properties, LLC 
to serve the minor commercial subdivision off of Route 33.   
 
attachment 
 
cc: Ray Pezzullo, Assistant City Engineer 
 
 





ORDINANCE #  
 
THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH ORDAINS 
 
That Chapter 7, VEHICLES, TRAFFIC and PARKING of the ordinances of the City of 
Portsmouth be amended as follows by deletions from existing language stricken and highlighted 
in red; additions to existing language bolded and highlighted in red, remaining language 
unchanged from existing: 
 
[Explanatory note not part of ordinance.  The following amendments to the parking ordinance 
were either implemented by the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee on a trial basis last year 
or are part of ongoing improvements to the parking ordinance and are forwarded to the City 
Council for approval. Each ordinance change is shown on diagrams attached hereto.] 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A.Amend:  Chapter 7, Article III – TRAFFIC ORDINANCE, Section 7.330:  No Parking 
 

Section 7.330:  NO PARKING 
 
A. Unless otherwise designated by ordinance, parking shall be prohibited at all times in 

the following described streets and locations: 
 

30. Cutts Street: easterly side, between Maplewood Avenue and Leslie Drive.  
 
75. McDonough Street:  both sides, from the easterly curb line of Dover Street to 

a point 90 feet east of Dover Street. 
 
122. Union Street: westerly side, from State Street to a point 45 feet north of 

State Street. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B.Amend:  Chapter 7, Article IV – OFF-STREET PARKING AREAS 
 

Section 7.402:  AREAS ESTABLISHED, DESIGNATED, AND DESCRIBED 
 

D. Vaughn Street Off-Street Parking Area (Worth Lot) 
 
The following area to be known as the Vaughan Street Off-Street Parking Area 
Worth Lot is hereby established for off-street parking of motor vehicles said area 
being more particularly bounded and described as follows: 

 



Beginning on the westerly sideline of Vaughan Street where said westerly sideline of 
said Vaughan Street intersects the northerly sideline of a certain right of way which 
extends from said Vaughan Street in a westerly direction to land now or former of 
the YMCA; thence running westerly by said right of way and the land of said 
YMCA a distance of 394.3 feet to a point; thence turning and running in a southerly 
direction 15 feet, more or less, to a point; thence turning and running by land now or 
formerly of Whitaker a distance of 75 feet, more or less, to the easterly sideline of 
Bridge Street; thence turning and running along said easterly sideline of said Bridge 
Street, a distance of 94.9 feet to the land now or formerly of Norman Munday; 
thence turning and running in an easterly direction along land of Munday, Knott, 
Roylos and Savramis a distance of 256 feet; thence turning and running in a 
northerly direction along land of Savramis a distance of 105.4 feet to the southerly 
sideline of Hanover Street; thence turning and running along said southerly sideline 
of said Hanover Street in an easterly direction a distance of 69.9 feet to land now or 
formerly of Rirado Realties, Inc.; thence turning and running in a southerly direction 
along land of said Rirado Realties, Inc. a distance of 118 feet to a point; thence 
turning and running in an easterly direction a distance of 141 feet to the westerly 
sideline of Vaughan Street; thence turning and running along said westerly sideline 
of said Vaughan Street in a southerly direction, a distance of 104.9 feet to the City of 
Portsmouth, NH Ordinances Page 40 Chapter 7 point of beginning. All of said area 
within the Vaughan Street Off-Street Parking Worth Lot is hereby designated as 
parking meter zones. 

 
All of said area in the Vaughan Street Off-Street Parking area (Worth Lot) is 
designated as a parking meter zone. All off-street area within the Vaughan Street 
Off-Street parking area Worth Lot is hereby designated as a two three hour parking 
zone except as follows: 
 

1. To the extent that contractual obligations of the City of Portsmouth require 
otherwise. 

2. Two spaces in the northeastern corner of the lot shall be designated and 
marked “Fifteen Minute Parking Only”. 

3. The first two spaces available in the southwestern corner of the lot shall be 
designated and marked “Fifteen Minute Parking Only”. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 



Cutts Street No Parking
 Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Map prepared by Portsmouth Department of Public Works, 9 June 2016
Map document:  U:\Projects\0263 Parking Traffic & Safety\Traffic and Parking Ordinance Changes\2016 ¹
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Section 7.330 A:  NO PARKING
30. Cutts Street: easterly side, between Maplewood Avenue and Leslie Drive. 



McDonough Street No Parking
 Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Map prepared by Portsmouth Department of Public Works, 9 June 2016
Map document:  U:\Projects\0263 Parking Traffic & Safety\Traffic and Parking Ordinance Changes\2016 ¹
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Section 7.330 A:  NO PARKING
75. McDonough Street:  both sides, from the easterly curb
 line of Dover Street to a point 90 feet east of Dover Street.



Union Street No Parking
 Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Map prepared by Portsmouth Department of Public Works, 9 June 2016
Map document:  U:\Projects\0263 Parking Traffic & Safety\Traffic and Parking Ordinance Changes\2016 ¹
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Section 7.330 A:  NO PARKING
122. Union Street: westerly side, from State Street to a point 45 feet north
of State Street.



Event Listing by Date 6/16/16Run:
 9:15AM

Starting Date:  6/ 6/2016
Ending Date:  4/30/2017

Start Type
DescriptionEnd

Vote DateRequestorLocation

   1Page:

St. John's Lodge No. 1MARCH St. John's Lodge to St. John's Church 6/ 8/2016  6/ 6/2016
 6/ 8/2016 Robert L. Sutherland, Jr. is the contact for this event.

Contact #828-5246.
This event starts at 9:00 a.m.

Pro PortsmouthFESTIVAL Market Square Day - 39th 6/11/2016  8/ 3/2015
 6/11/2016 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event begins at 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Pro PortsmouthRACE Market Square Road Race 6/11/2016  8/ 3/2015
 6/11/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director is the contact for this event.

This is 5K Road Race that begins in Market Square.

Portsmouth Black Heritage TraiMEMORIAL African Burying Ground 6/18/2016  6/ 6/2016
 6/18/2016 JerriAnne Boggis, Director

Portsmouth Black Heritage Trail
Discover Portsmouth Center is the contact.
This event will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Big Brother Big Sisters of NewRACE Pleasant Street 6/18/2016 10/19/2015
 6/18/2016 Nicole McShane is the contact for this event.

Her contact number is 430-1140 ex. 2407
Raindate for this event is Sunday, June 19th.

Seacoast OurightPRIDE Market Square 6/25/2016  3/21/2016
 6/25/2016 Contact: Jess Dorr, Executive Director 603-552-5824, Portsmouth Pride Community Event with Six Walks into Market Square

St. John's LodgeMARCH March to St. John's Church, Chapel Street 6/26/2016  6/ 6/2016
 6/26/2016 St. John's Lodge March at 9:00 a.m. - March to St. John's Church - Route from the William Pitt Tavern on Court St. crossing

State St. then up Chapel St to the Church.
Contact: Robert Sutherland, Jr. 603-828-5246

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/ 2/2016  8/ 3/2015
 7/ 2/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Strawbery BankeMUSKET Strawbery Banke 7/ 2/2016   /  /
 7/ 2/2016 Alena Shellenbean, Manager, Special Events is the contact for this event.

Tel. #(603) 828-2979

Easter Seals Veteran's CountRACE Strawbery Banke, Marcy Street 7/ 4/2016 12/ 7/2015
 7/ 4/2016 David Hampson is the contact for this event.

Telephone No. 334-3032
Race Start:  9:00 a.m.
Registration:  7:30 a.m.

Portsmouth Professional Fire FFUND Market Square - Boot Drive 7/ 9/2016  4/18/2016
 7/ 9/2016 Jim O'Brien is the contact for this event.

Tel. 603-380-5343



Event Listing by Date 6/16/16Run:
 9:15AM

Starting Date:  6/ 6/2016
Ending Date:  4/30/2017

Start Type
DescriptionEnd

Vote DateRequestorLocation

   2Page:

Cystic Fibrosis FoundationBIKE TOUR From Kittery, ME to Route 1B to Rye back to Kitter 7/16/2016  1/25/2016
 7/16/2016 Contact:  Chris Vlangas

1-800-757-0203
Event begins at 7:30 a.m. from Shapleigh Middle School in Kittery.

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/16/2016  8/ 3/2015
 7/16/2016 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 5:00 to 9:30 p.m.

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/23/2016  8/ 3/2015
 7/23/2016 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Round Island RegattaBOAT Peirce Island 7/30/2016  3/14/2016
 7/30/2016 Molly Bolster is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Raindate:  7/31/16

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/30/2016  8/ 3/2015
 7/30/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director

This event is from 5:00 to 9:30 p.m.

Portsmouth Rotary ClubRACE Portsmouth High School Cross Country Track 8/ 4/2016 12/ 7/2015
 8/ 4/2016 Justin Finn is the contact for this event.

Race Start:  6:00 p.m.
Registration:  4:30 p.m.

Portsmouth Professional Fire FFUND Market Square - Boot Drive 8/20/2016  4/18/2016
 8/20/2016 Jim O'Brien is the contact for this event.

Tel. (603) 380-5343

Bottomline TechnologiesRACE Pease Tradeport 9/17/2016  4/ 4/2016
 9/17/2016 Holly Tennent and Melissa Mikulski are the contacts for this event.

mmikulski@bottomline.com 501-5335
htennent@bottomline.com 501-6653
This event begins at 9:00 a.m.

American Foundation for SuicidWALK Peirce Island 9/17/2016  1/11/2016
 9/17/2016 Contact: Ken La Valley, Chair - Out of Darkness Walk on Saturday, September 17, 2016

Registration: 8:30 a.m. Walk Duration 10:00 a.m. - Noon
Peirce Island - Begin and end. Proposed Walk route 2.3 miles

Celebrate PinkRACE Portsmouth Middle School 9/18/2016 12/ 7/2015
 9/18/2016 Wendy McCoole is the contact for this event.

Telephone #603-759-5640
Race Start:  9:00 a.m.
Registration:  7:30 a.m.

Grante State WheelmenBIKE TOUR Through Portsmouth 9/24/2016 12/ 7/2015
 9/25/2016 Donna Hepp is the contact for this event.

Tel. 414-258-3287



Event Listing by Date 6/16/16Run:
 9:15AM

Starting Date:  6/ 6/2016
Ending Date:  4/30/2017

Start Type
DescriptionEnd

Vote DateRequestorLocation

   3Page:

Portsmouth Maritime Folk FestiFESTIVAL Pleasant Street 9/24/2016  1/25/2016
 9/25/2016 David Hallowell is the contact for this event.

This is a 2-day event starting at 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Friends of the South EndTOUR To Be Determined 9/24/2016 12/ 7/2015
 9/25/2016 Caroline Amport Piper is the contact for this event.

Tel. (603) 686-4338
Location of this event is to be determined.
This event begins each day at 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Memorial Bridge Road RaceROAD RACE Memorial Bridge Portsmouth10/ 9/2016 12/ 7/2015
10/ 9/2016 Contacts:   (Date changed to October 9, 2016 instead of October 8th)

Ben Anderson  - ben@prescottpark.org
Angela Greene - angela@prescottpark.org
Race Start:  10:00 a.m.
Registration:  8:00 a.m.

Seacoast RotaryWALK Memorial Bridge Walk to Prescott Park10/22/2016  3/ 3/2016
10/22/2016 Contact Susan von Hemert

Annual Memorial Bridge Walk walking acorss Memorial Bridge to Prescott Park

Seacoast Half MarathonROAD RACE Portsmouth, New Castle, Rye11/13/2016  4/18/2016
11/13/2016 Jay Diener, Co-race Director is the contact for this event.

He can be reached at (603) 758-1177
Runners start at 8:30 a.m.

Seacoast Rotary Turkey Trot 5KROAD RACE Peirce Island is the start - Strawbery Banke is th11/24/2016 11/16/2015
11/24/2016 Matt Junkin, Race Director is the contact for this event.

This is the Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot which begins at Peirce Island and ends at
Strawbery Banke.
Registration begins at 7:00 a.m.
Race commences at 8:30 a.m.

Arthritis Foundation - JingleROAD RACE Little Harbour School12/11/2016  1/25/2016
12/11/2016 Thomas M. Bringle is the contact for this event.

Tel. 603-724-6080
tbringle@arthritis.org.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.
Race start time:  10:00 a.m.

Great Bay ServicesRACE Portsmouth Middle School 1/ 1/2017 12/ 7/2015
 1/ 1/2017 Michael Rennebu is the contact for this event.

Cell #603-969-9783
Race Start:  11:00 a.m.
Registration:  9:00 a.m.











PORTSMOUTH 

         
PRESS RELEASE 

FOR  
IMMEDIATE  
RELEASE 
 
June 15, 2016 
 

Public Input Forum to be held Wednesday, June 22nd 
on Prescott Park Master Plan 

Forum follows successful project kick-off 
 

PORTSMOUTH, NH – The Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Committee on the Prescott Park Master Plan will 

host another public input forum on Wednesday, June 22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Eileen Dondero Foley  

Council Chambers. 

This next public forum follows the successful project kick-off event held in Prescott Park on Sunday, 

June 12th, which was attended by approximately 140 members of the community.  The Wednesday June 

22nd meeting will feature a similar presentation given by Weston & Sampson at the kick-off event and 

provide additional opportunity for people to submit their ideas for the future of Prescott Park.  In addition, 

an initial report-out on the feedback received at the kick-off events will be part of the presentation.   

This public input forum is the second of several public input opportunities. It falls within the initial 

existing conditions and site analysis part of the Master Plan process.   The event will be televised and 

available for replay on the City’s website. 

Presentation materials from the June 12th kick-off event including a kick off survey form are available 

on the City’s Prescott Park Master Plan website, which can be reached via the City’s main page at 

www.cityofportsmouth.com.  Community members are invited to print and submit kick-off survey forms 

or respond via the comment form on the Master Plan Project website.  Residents seeking to receive 

updates and announcements about this Master Planning initiative can subscribe to the project mailing list 

at this same project website.   



Following the June 22nd evening public forum, a “Park Presence” day will be held at Prescott Park 

between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Saturday June 25th.  At that time, representatives from Weston & 

Sampson will be available on the lawn behind the Players’ Ring Theater to review project goals, existing 

conditions information and to gather input and ideas from the public about the Park’s future.  In case of 

rain, the conversations will move inside the Player’s Ring Theater. 

 

Information about these events will be posted to the Blue Ribbon Committee’s project website: 

http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/PrescottParkMasterPlan.html  

 
 



 

 
1 Junkins Avenue 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
Community Development Department  Planning Depar tment  
(603) 610-7232 (603) 610-7216 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: JOHN P. BOHENKO, CITY MANAGER 
FROM: NANCY COLBERT PUFF, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
SUBJECT: PROPOSED NATIONAL REGISTER (NR) DISTRICT NOMINATION – INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING  
 

DATE: JUNE 14, 2016 
  
  

As a result of the Memorandum of Agreement executed in 2011 between the NH Division of the 
Federal Highway Administration (FWA), the NH Department of Transportation (DOT) and the 
State’s Division of Historical Resources (DHR), a nomination has been prepared for the 
“Portsmouth Downtown Historic District,” which lists 1,290 contributing buildings, sites, structures, 
and objects for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.1  The nomination was item #4 
(of 14) mitigation measures agreed to be taken in response to adverse impact incurred by the 
demolition of the original Memorial Bridge, pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.  

Listing on the National Register affects property owners in a variety of ways.  Listed properties are 
eligible to compete for certain grants, and can earn a 20% investment tax credit on construction that 
meets the criteria of the Secretary of the Interior Standards.  In addition, listing invokes Section 106 
review for changes to properties that involve Federal funding and/or require Federal permitting.  
Likewise, the State has an ancillary regulation, RSA Chapter 227C, Section 9, which also invokes 
review for State-assisted/permitted historic resources.  Review determines if the proposed project 
may have an adverse impact on a listed property, and if so, consultation with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) is required. 

The State is hosting a meeting on Tuesday, June 28th at 6:30 pm at the Seacoast Repertory Theater to 
discuss all aspects of National Register listing.  They have mailed letters of invitation to all property 
owners within the proposed district.  

Staff have carefully reviewed the nomination and are in communication with the SHPO regarding 
specific properties listed within the draft boundary.  The proposed district boundary includes roughly 
40% more properties than our existing local historic district, and encompasses 33 City-owned 
properties.  City staff will be in attendance on June 28th.  

Additional information on the proposed National Register District can be found on the City’s web 
site: http://www.planportsmouth.com/nationalregisternomination.html  

                                                      
 
1 96 properties are already listed on the National Register. 



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 

         
PRESS RELEASE 

 
FOR  
IMMEDIATE  
RELEASE 
 
June 15, 2016 
 

Standard & Poors Affirms City of Portsmouth’s AAA Bond Rating 
 

 PORTSMOUTH, NH – Standard & Poors (S&P) rating agency has again affirmed the City’s 

long-term rating of “AAA,” the highest obtainable rating. S&P weighs a host of financial, economic, debt 

and managerial information in order to assess a City’s performance.  

This high bond rating indicates lower perceived risk of default, and reflects the steps taken by the 

City to seek continuous improvements to maintain fiscal stability. According to City Manager John 

Bohenko, this rating validates the City policies that have saved the City a substantial amount of money 

over the years. “I am very pleased that we have been able to maintain the highest obtainable bond rating 

by S&P in light of various economic challenges. Our AAA rating reflects our commitment to financial 

stability through implementation of various stabilization policies and a strong fund balance.” 

 In the rating report, S&P cites the City’s very strong management, very strong financial policies, 

very strong budgetary flexibility and low overall net debt at less than 3% market value as key factors in 

their high rating. “We rate the city higher than the nation because we believe Portsmouth can maintain 

better credit characteristics than the nation in a stress scenario based on its predominantly locally derived 

revenue base,” said S&P. The rating agency also noted that the City’s “pledged revenue supporting debt 

service on bonds is at limited risk of negative sovereign intervention.”  

 Due to outstanding bond ratings, the City continues to experience low interest rates when 

financing City capital projects. Finance Director Judie Belanger announced that the City received seven 

competitive bids from bond underwriters on Tuesday June 14, 2016, for a $21.7 million 20-Year bond 

issue. Proceeds from the bond issuance will be used to finance Citywide street and sidewalk 



improvements, Little Harbour Elementary school and other school facility improvements, the acquisition 

of a fire apparatus, water system pressure and storage improvements, and costs related to the Lafayette 

road pumping station upgrade and Fleet Street utility upgrades. Citigroup Global markets Inc. was the 

winning bidder on the bonds with an average interest rate of 1.87%.  “In addition to the excellent bond 

rate, the City received a bond premium of $2.39 million which may be used for other capital projects with 

an equal or longer useful life of the issue,” Belanger said.   

At the same time, the City refinanced the balance of $11.6 million from bonds totaling $22.4 

million issued in 2008 and 2009 for the construction of Fire Station 2 and the Madbury Treatment Plant 

upgrades. “This refinancing brought the remaining average interest rate down from 4.05% to 1.56% 

saving taxpayers more than $1.3 million over the remaining 10-years of the bond issue,” Belanger 

announced.   

“This is the third time the City has had an opportunity to refinance debt,” said Belanger. “In 2012, 

the City refinanced the remaining balance of the $38 million bond for the construction of the High School 

and saved taxpayers over $2.8 million in interest costs. In 2015, the City refinanced the balance of the 

$6.9 million bond for the construction of the Public Library and saved $365,000 in interest costs. 

Combined with this recent refinancing, this equates to a savings of over $4.4 million in interest.”     

 “These interest rates are the lowest the City has ever seen,” said Bohenko. “The City Council’s 

ongoing support of our policies and long-term planning have been influential in obtaining a continued 

high bond rating resulting in significant cost savings.” 

 

 



















ACTION ITEMS

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

8:00 A.M. – June 2, 2016
City Hall – Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Brad Lown, Chairman; Nancy Colbert-Puff, Deputy City 
Manager; Peter Rice, Public Works Director, James Heinz,
Deputy Fire Chief; Frank Warchol, Police Captain; Ronald 
Cypher, Member; Harold Whitehouse, Member; Mary Lou 
McElwain, Alternate Member

ALSO PRESENT: Eric Eby, Parking and Transportation Engineer; Juliet 
Walker, Transportation Planner; Joey Giordano, Parking 
Manager; Terry Desmarais, City Engineer

MEMBERS ABSENT: Ted Gray, Member; Shari Donnermeyer, Member

Action Items that will require an ordinance change by City Council:
Recommend the City Council pass an ordinance allowing mopeds to park on 
sidewalks if they have a City issued sticker or designated moped license plate, 
do not impede pedestrian traffic, and meet the state’s legal description of a 
moped. (VIII.A.)

Formalize the policy of requiring only one motorcycle to purchase a pay and 
display sticker when parking in a group, and that a separate ordinance be 
adopted to codify this practice. (VIII.A.)

Temporary Action Items requiring an ordinance during the annual omnibus:
none

1. Accepted and placed on file the minutes of the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee 
Meeting held on May 5, 2016.

2. Accepted and placed on file the Financial Report dated April 30, 2016.

3. Public Comment Session – One speaker: Marc Stettner

4. (VI.A.) – Chestnut Street Streetscape Improvements presented by Ben Auger, 
Trustee of The Music Hall.

5. (VI.B.) – Peirce Island Road Bridge deck repair project presented by Terry 
Desmarais, City Engineer. The project will restrict parking on Mechanic Street from 
Marcy Street to the Peirce Island Road Bridge for the duration of the project. 



6. (VII.A.) Action Item: Valet parking license renewals, Atlantic Parking Services – 3
locations – VOTED to renew the valet parking licenses at 3 locations for another 
year.

7. (VII.B.) Action Item: Valet parking license renewal, The One Hundred Club –
VOTED to renew the parking license for another year.

8. (VIII.A.) Action Item: Moped, motorcycle and scooter parking – VOTED to 
recommend the City Council pass an ordinance allowing mopeds to park on 
sidewalks if they have a City issued sticker or a designated moped license plate, do 
not impede pedestrian traffic, and meet the state’s legal description of a moped.

VOTED to formalize the policy of requiring only one motorcycle to purchase a pay 
and display sticker when parking in a group and that a separate ordinance be 
adopted to codify this practice.

9. Public Comment Session – Two speakers: Marc Stettner and Pam Kayden-Babish

10.Informational –
2016 Parking Utilization study data collection begins June 2nd

PS21 “Islington Street Lab” implementation update
Proposed Neighborhood Traffic Calming program

11.Adjournment – At 9:28 a.m., voted to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted by:
Amy Chastain
Secretary to the Committee



MEETING MINUTES

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

8:00 A.M. – June 2, 2016
City Hall – Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers

I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Lown called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.

II. ROLL CALL:

Members Present:
Chairman, Brad Lown
Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff
Public Works Director, Peter Rice
Deputy Fire Chief, James Heinz
Police Captain, Frank Warchol
Member, Ronald Cypher
Member, Harold Whitehouse
Alternate Member, Mary Lou McElwain

Staff Advisors Present:
Parking Manager, Joey Giordano
Parking and Transportation Engineer, Eric Eby
Transportation Planner, Juliet Walker

Absent:
Member, Ted Gray
Member, Shari Donnermeyer

Ron Cypher complimented Public Works Director Rice on the Op-Ed article in today’s 
Portsmouth Herald regarding the Water Country traffic study.

III. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES:

Harold Whitehouse motioned to accept the May 5, 2016, meeting minutes.
Ron Cypher seconded.
Motion passed 8-0.
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IV. FINANCIAL REPORT:

Public Works Director Rice motioned to accept the April 30, 2016, financial report. 
Mary Lou McElwain seconded.
Motion passed 8-0.

V. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Marc Stettner thanked the Committee for looking into his issue (action item VIII.A.). He 
recommended moving forward with staff recommendations and requested the Committee 
consider allocating specific spots for two-wheel vehicles, like other cities. He suggested 
implementing a pilot program. He requested that public comments be allowed after the motion 
on action item VIII.A.

VI. PRESENTATIONS:

A. Chestnut Street Streetscape Improvement project by The Music Hall – Juliet Walker, 
Transportation Planner, introduced the group. David Moore, Assistant City Manager, is the city 
liaison on the project. Ben Auger, Trustee and Chair of the Facilities Committee at The Music 
Hall, provided a project overview. The Music Hall, as a partner with the City, seeks to make the 
street more inviting. This would be accomplished by the following: a 50/50 partnership with the 
City for streetscape improvements; $400,000 for street improvements funded by The Music Hall; 
$400,000 from the City’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and The Urban Development Action 
Grant (UDAG) funds. The Music Hall will fund a “Wayfinding Arch” to connect the African 
Burying Ground and Vaughan Mall to the Northern Tier. Mr. Auger discussed problematic 
streetscape issues currently in the area. He also presented a proposed pedestrian connector 
from the African Burying Ground to The Music Hall as a separate project. The presentation is 
posted on the City’s website under the June 2016 Current Calendar section.

The Committee comments included: school bus and patron drop off, pedestrian access,
vehicular access on Chestnut, arch design, the Fire Department’s concern that the arch design
will inhibit the use of aerial devices to get to certain parts of the building, bike corrals, and 
paving details. 

B. Peirce Island Road Bridge deck repair project – Terry Desmarais, City Engineer, 
presented to the Committee. Aaron Lachance, the city consultant and Project Manager/Senior 
Structural Engineer, from Hoyle, Tanner & Associates, was present.  Mr. Desmarais provided 
the project background and scope of work. He stated the deck repair project would be in 
advance of the Peirce Island Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) upgrade. Highlights from 
the presentation included: construction scheduled from late May through late September; the 
Mechanic Stree t force main located within the limits of the bridge has a small leak and needs 
repair; one-way alternating traffic on bridge during construction; 10-foot lane width restriction on
the bridge; parking restrictions along Mechanic Street (11 spaces to be temporarily removed 
during construction); installing three (3) trailer mounted portable temporary traffic signals; and 
pedestrian access only restricted on limited basis for repairs on the pedestrian walkway. The 
presentation is posted on the City’s website under the June 2016 Current Calendar section.
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The Committee comments included: clarification on force main locations in the area, 
construction schedule, construction restrictions, pedestrian and bicycle access, the Tall Ships 
event, and coordination.

VII. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Valet parking license renewals, Atlantic Parking Services – 3 locations – Eric Eby stated 
this is the annual renewal of the valet parking licenses by Atlantic Parking Services at Bow 
Street, at the intersection of Pleasant and State Streets, and 96 State Street. He stated the 
terms and conditions are the same as last year and staff recommended granting the renewals of 
the valet parking licenses. 

Harold Whitehouse motioned to approve the valet parking license renewals. Ron Cypher 
seconded.  Mr. Whitehouse requested the canopy erected at Pleasant and State not encroach 
on the handicapped space, which is the first space on Pleasant. Vote 8-0, to renew the valet 
parking licenses at 3 locations for another year.

B. Valet parking license renewal, The One Hundred Club – Eric Eby stated this is the annual 
renewal of the valet parking license by The One Hundred Club. Public Works Director Rice 
motioned to approve the valet parking license renewal. Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert 
Puff, seconded. 

Mary Lou McElwain stated last year City Manager Bohenko discussed the problem of cars 
double-parking and backing up traffic at the valet locations. She requested the issue be 
reviewed again this year. Public Works Director Rice stated Parking Manager Giordano and 
parking enforcement staff would be monitoring the situation. Vote 8-0, to renew the valet 
parking license for another year.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS:

A. Moped, motorcycle and scooter parking – Eric Eby stated staff and the Legal Department 
researched the issue of moped parking on sidewalks. He stated after researching State RSAs
and current City ordinances and policies, motor vehicles are not allowed to park on sidewalks. 
Mopeds and scooters are considered motor vehicles and, therefore, are not allowed to park on 
sidewalks. However, there is a State RSA (265:70) that permits individual cities to create local 
ordinances allowing exceptions to this statute.

Mr. Eby stated the City could create an ordinance allowing the current practice of moped 
parking on sidewalks to continue. He stated that staff recommended that an ordinance be 
adopted that allows mopeds to park on sidewalks (provided they do not impede the normal and 
reasonable movement of pedestrian or other traffic) if they display a sticker obtained from the 
City certifying that they comply with the state’s legal description of a moped. The sticker would 
be obtained from the Parking Clerk’s office.
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Eric Eby also discussed another recommendation proposed by Marc Stettner. It is used in other 
cities, like Boston. This proposal would allow an on-street parking space to be restriped to allow 
4 or 5 mopeds, scooters and/or motorcycles to use the single vehicle space. He stated this 
proposal would free up sidewalks for pedestrians.

Ron Cypher asked for clarification on the cubic centimeters (CCs) of vehicles allowed to park on 
sidewalks. Eric Eby clarified that mopeds 50 CCs and below would be allowed to park on 
sidewalks. He stated the definition of mopeds as defined by the State of New Hampshire would 
be used. He also stated the City would like to encourage the use of smaller, more efficient 
vehicles, such as mopeds and motorcycles, as they free up more parking for regular sized 
vehicles.

Mary Lou McElwain opposed moped sidewalk parking and expressed concern about 
enforcement. She would support designated moped parking in the municipal lots and the 
Prescott Park Parking Lot. Police Captain Warchol stated he would work with Parking Manager 
Giordano on enforcement.

Harold Whitehouse supported moped sidewalk parking.

Harold Whitehouse motioned to suspend the rules to allow for public comment. Ron Cypher 
seconded. Vote 8-0, to suspend the rules.

Marc Stettner stated current policy is that mopeds must be parked away from pedestrian 
walkways. He stated it is enforced and he has been ticketed. He expressed concern regarding 
parking mopeds on the outskirts of downtown and supported parking in highly visible areas. He 
expressed support for both recommendations.

Deputy Fire Chief Heinz expressed support for keeping sidewalks open for pedestrians and 
removing moped and scooter parking from sidewalks.

Mary Lou McElwain stated this is an issue that should involve the downtown business 
association. She has seen many mopeds coming into the downtown in the mornings and 
suspected they are downtown employees. She mentioned one business that objected to moped 
parking in front of the business. She reiterated opposition to mopeds parking on sidewalks.

Public Works Director Rice motioned to recommend the City Council pass an ordinance allowing 
mopeds to park on sidewalks if they have a City issued sticker or a designated moped license 
plate, do not impede pedestrian traffic, and meet the state’s legal description of a moped.
Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff, seconded.

Harold Whitehouse asked about the sticker fee and stated he hoped it would be minimal. Public 
Works Director Rice stated the fee would need to be presented to the Fee Committee and then 
approved by the City Council. Mr. Rice stated it would probably be part of next year’s budget 
cycle once all costs were identified.
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Mary Lou McElwain stated the ordinance needed more information before the Committee voted 
on it. Chairman Lown stated this motion, if approved, is a recommendation to City Council and
there would be opportunities for public input. 

Vote 6-2, to recommend the City Council pass an ordinance allowing mopeds to park on 
sidewalks if they have a City issued sticker or designated moped license plate, do not 
impede pedestrian traffic, and meet the state’s legal description of a moped. Deputy Fire 
Chief Heinz and Mary Lou McElwain voted opposed.

Chairman Lown stated the next issue is to formalize the policy of requiring only one motorcycle 
to purchase a pay and display sticker when parking in a group. Staff recommended that a 
separate ordinance be adopted to codify this practice. Public Works Director Rice motioned to 
approve for discussion purposes. Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff, seconded.

Eric Eby stated that current policy dictates only one motorcycle in a group is required to have a 
pay and display sticker when parking together. There is an explanation of this policy at the pay 
kiosk. 

Public Works Director Rice explained the current policy is satisfactory as an interim step. If the 
City desires to have designated spaces for motorcycles, staff would need to identify parking 
spaces for motorcycle parking, and the pay and display meters would need to display different 
rate options for motorcycles. 

Harold Whitehouse opposed any changes regarding motorcycle parking. 

Vote 8-0, to formalize the policy of requiring only one motorcycle to purchase a pay and 
display sticker when parking in a group, and that a separate ordinance be adopted to 
codify this practice.

Public Works Director Rice stated that staff would report back on potential spaces for moped 
and motorcycle designated parking.

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Marc Stettner thanked the Committee for their votes on action item VIII.A.  He expressed 
concern regarding mechanical issues and pedestrian access concerning the arch proposed 
by The Music Hall. 

Pam Kayden-Babish expressed support for moped parking on sidewalks. She supported a 
sticker program. She expressed opposition to mopeds and motorcycles parking together in a 
designated space and parking in the outskirts of downtown.
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X. INFORMATIONAL:

A. 2016 Parking Utilization study data collection begins June 2nd – Eric Eby provided an 
update on John Burke’s annual parking utilization study. Crews are collecting parking data 
now, in July and/or August, and in October. 

B. PS21 “Islington Street Lab” implementation update – Eric Eby was present at the 
“Islington Street Lab” installation at 5:00 a.m. on June 2nd. He stated that a group of 
volunteers installed a crosswalk in front of White Heron and parking spaces in the right turn 
lane on Islington Street near the signal at Bartlett Street. He stated all in-street work was 
completed in the morning and additional off-street work would be completed by end of day. 
Pictures were presented to the Committee. Sunday, June 5th, is the last day for the 
installation. Eric Eby stated traffic would be monitored due to the temporary removal of the 
right turn lane onto Bartlett Street.

C. Proposed Neighborhood Traffic Calming program – Juliet Walker, Transportation 
Planner, presented a preliminary Neighborhood Traffic Calming program and process to the 
Committee. She stated the program is in response to citizens concerned about speeding and 
safety issues in their neighborhoods. Juliet Walker explained the two-phased process, types of 
non-infrastructure traffic calming measures, and types of physical neighborhood traffic calming 
measures. The presentation is posted on the City’s website under the June 2016 Current 
Calendar section.

Public Works Director Rice thanked Juliet Walker, Eric Eby, the Police and Fire Departments 
for their work on this program. He stated it is a critical step in communicating how the City 
deals with the impact of traffic and how staff can work with residents. He stated a final 
guidance document would be presented to the Committee.

Ron Cypher told a personal account of an incident regarding a new speed bump in a 
neighborhood. He stated opposition to them being installed in any neighborhoods. Juliet 
Walker acknowledged that they are not appropriate in all locations. 

Harold Whitehouse asked staff for a report on any city or town that has passed an ordinance
or ruling on pedestrians looking at electronic devices while crossing in a crosswalk in a
central business district.

Mary Lou McElwain requested a monthly report on bicycle and pedestrian accidents. 

Eric Eby reminded the Committee of the June 2nd public meeting on the Peverly Hill Road 
Improvement Project at the Library’s Levenson Room from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

XI. ADJOURNMENT – At 9:28 a.m., voted to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted by:
Amy Chastain
Secretary of the Committee


