




. No allowance shall be made for 
watering lawns, watering gardens or washing cars, except 
for single residential customers who have installed at their 
cost a second meter, meeting the specifications 
determined by the Water Department to measure water 
use which is reasonably calculated not to be discharged 
into the sewer system. Where such second meters have 
been installed, a separate account will be established and 
no sewer charges will be applied to this usage. (Amended 
11/17/1997)





New Hampshire Residential Commercial

Concord Yes Yes

Conway Yes Yes

Derry Yes Yes

Dover Yes Yes

Durham Yes Yes

Exeter Yes No

Keene Yes Yes

Manchester Yes Yes

Newmarket Yes Yes

Portsmouth Yes No

Rochester Yes Yes

Somersworth Yes Yes

Wolfeboro Yes Yes

Massachusetts Residential Commercial

Boston Yes Yes

Haverhill Yes Yes

Newburyport No No

Maine Residential Commercial

Portland Water 
District

Yes Yes

York Sewer District Yes No





Units of 
Consumption

Average Annual 
Units of 

Consumption 
per Account

1 Unit of 
Consumption 
= 748 gallons





Irrigation Rate 
Structure

O&M and Capital 
Rate per CCF

Capacity Use Charge per 
CCF

Total Irrigation
Rate per CCF

0 to 5 Units(1) $5.00 - $5.00

5 to 15 Units $5.00 $4.70 $9.70

Over 15 Units $5.00 $7.05 $12.05
(1) First five units provides an allowance for discretionary use
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Portsmouth Sewer System - Monthly Billed Consumption

Baseline Average Total Billed 
= 85,000 units/month
= 1,020,000 units/year

Estimated Irrigation Demand 
= 20,000 units/month
= 120,000 units/year
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Portsmouth - Residential Irrigation Meters
Average Monthly Consumption (Units)

Based on 2012 Water Use Analysis - Water/

65 Total Units 
Consumption 

per Year



Current Cost - One Meter Units Cost/Unit Cost Savings 
One Meter - Water Fee 65 $280.75
One Meter - Sewer Fee 65 $780.48
Monthly Meter Charge 12 $4.95 $59.40

$1,120.63 N/A 

Current Irrigation Meter Cost Units Cost/Unit Cost Savings 
Irrigation meter - Water Fee 65 $325.10
Irrigation meter - Sewer Fee 65 $0.00
Monthly Meter Charge 12 $4.95 $59.40

$384.50 $736.13

Proposed Irrigation Meter Cost Units Cost/Unit Cost Savings 
Irrigation meter - Water Fee 65 $495.59
Irrigation meter - Sewer Fee 65 $0.00
Monthly Meter Charge 12 $4.95 $59.40

$554.99 $565.64
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Cost Comparisons - Irrigation Consumption – Residential Customer Using 65 Units/Year

Single Meter for Water/Sewer Current Irrigation Rate Proposed Irrigation Rate

Water: 
$40.22

Water: 
$58.50

Water: 
$63.22

Water: 
$66.05

Water: 
$19.64

Water: 
$62.11

Sewer

Sewer
Sewer

Sewer

Sewer

Sewer





FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Current Projected Sewer Revenues(1) $14,117,217 $14,874,178 $15,740,616 

Expanded Irrigation Sewer Revenues $12,889,019 $13,580,125 $14,371,182 

Sewer System Revenue Reduction ($1,228,198) ($1,294,053) ($1,369,434)

% Revenue Reduction 8.70% 8.70% 8.70%

(1) Based on long-term financial projections for sewer fund.



Sewer Rates Current
Rates

Break-Even
Rates (1)

First Tier Rate (10 Units or less per month) $11.77 $12.59

Second Tier Rate per CCF (over 10 units per month) $12.95 $14.25

Sample Bill

Average Annual Residential Sewer Bill 
(5 units per month) $706.20 $755.63

(1) Rates to generate lost revenues from irrigation meter expansion



FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Current Projected Water Revenues(1) $8,326,659 $8,316,699 $8,534,853 

Expanded Irrigation Water Revenues $336,000 $336,000 $345,000 

Water System Revenue Increase $8,662,659 $8,652,699 $8,879,853 

% Revenue Increase 4% 4% 4%

(1) Based on long-term financial projections for water fund.



Water Rates Current
Rates

Projected 
Break-Even

Rates (1)

First Tier Rate (10 Units or less per month) $4.15 $3.98

Second Tier Rate per CCF (over 10 units per month) $5.00 $4.80

Sample Bill

Average Annual Residential Water Bill 
(5 units per month) $308.40 $298.20

(1) Projected Rates reduced based on additional irrigation revenues
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