
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2016        TIME:  6:15PM 
 

A G E N D A  
 
 6:15PM – ANTICIPATED “NON-MEETING” WITH COUNSEL POTENTIAL LITIGATION RE: MIDDLE 

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH RSA 91-A:2, I (b)  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. ROLL CALL 
III. INVOCATION 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Veterans Count Fundraiser (Sample motion – move to refer this matter to the City 

Manager with power) 
 
2. LED Streetlight Pilot Program 
 
3. *Update on the Construction of the Peirce Island Wastewater Treatment Facility and 

Bonding Request 
 

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES (There are no minutes on for acceptance this evening) 
 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
VII. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 

 
A. Letter from Roy Helsel, President, Riverbrook Condo Association requesting an annual 

abatement on water/sewer and trash removal costs (Sample motion – move to refer 
to the City Manager with power and report back) 

 
VIII. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICALS 
 

A. CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 
1. Request to Renew Seacoast Growers’ Association (Farmers’ Market) Proposed 2016 

License Agreement 
 
2. Request for Approval on Teachers’ Retirement Incentive 
 
Informational items 
 
1. Events Listing 
2. City Council Work Session Re: Capital Improvement Plan 
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B. MAYOR BLALOCK 
 

1. Appointments to be Voted: 
 Appointment of Nicholas Kirsch to the Cable Television Communication Commission 

as an regular member 
 Appointment of Clayton Emery to the Cable Television Communication Commission 

as an Alternate members 
 Appointment of Stefany Shaheen to the Economic Development Commission 
 Appointment of Lawrence Cataldo to the Citywide Neighborhood Steering 

Committee 
 Reappointment of Francesca Marconi Fernald to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of Lisa Louttit to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of Steven Marison to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of John McVay to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of Syliva Olson to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of Stephen Philp to the Pierce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of John Simon to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of Richard Smith to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of Marc Stettner to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of William Townsend to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Reappointment of Harold Whitehouse to the Peirce Island Committee 
 Appointment of Jody Record to the Planning Board as an Alternate member 
 Reappointment of Elizabeth Moreau to the Planning Board 
 Appointment of Thomas Ferrini to the Portsmouth Housing Authority 
 Reappointment of Peter Bresciano to the Transportation Services Commission  
 Appointment of Daniel Umbro to the Trees and Public Greenery Committee 
 Appointment of Joan Walker to the Trees and Public Greenery Committee 
 Reappointment of Thomas Watson to the Board of Trustees of the Trust Funds 
 Appointment of Peter McDonell to the Zoning Board of Adjustment as an Alternate 

member 
 
C. ASSISTANT MAYOR SPLAINE 
 
1. An Amendment to Chapter 14 Housing Code 
 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 

*Indicates Verbal Report 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
1. Notification that the minutes of the December 17, 2015 meeting of the Planning Board are now 

available on the City’s website 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC WHO ARE HEARING IMPAIRED: Please contact Dianna Fogarty at 603-610-7270 one-week 
prior to the meeting for assistance.   
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LED	Streetlights

• Current Lighting Technology and Cost
• Savings by Converting to LED Equipment
• Benefits of LED lighting



Portsmouth’s Current 
Streetlights



Portsmouth’s	Current	Streetlights

• 1,687 total streetlights in 
Portsmouth

• Audit completed of 
streetlight inventory

• All High Pressure Sodium 
(HPS) lights

• Mostly 50 Watt bulbs



Portsmouth’s	Current	Streetlights

• How Kilowatt Hours (kWh) are calculated 
Watts x Time

1000

– Portsmouth’s HPS streetlights annually consume 
817,794 kWh
• 500 tons of CO2 emissions

– $272,513 annual cost to City



LED	Streetlight	Solution

• LED streetlight equipment uses less than half 
the power to produce light

• Full LED conversion will reduce our annual 
kWh consumption and equipment costs
– LED streetlights will annually consume 325,441 
kWh
• 200 tons of CO2 emissions

– $150,265 annual cost to operate



LED	Streetlight	Solution

• Annual savings by converting HPS light 
equipment to LED light equipment:
– 492,353 kWh of energy consumption reduced
– 300 tons of CO2 emissions prevented
– $122,248 savings from reduced electricity rates



LED	Streetlight	Solution

• Environmental Benefits
• Lower Energy Cost Benefits
• Improved quality of light

– More Accurate Color Rendering
– Pedestrian Safety
– Night sky compliant – reduced light pollution



LED	Streetlights

The future is bright
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Date:    January 28, 2016    

 

To:   Honorable Mayor Jack Blalock and City Council Members 

  

From:    John P. Bohenko, City Manager     

 

Re:   City Manager’s Comments on February 1, 2016 City Council Agenda 

 

 

6:15 p.m. – Non-meeting with counsel in accordance with RSA 91-A:2, I (b) regarding   

Potential Litigation Middle School Construction. 

 

For details on this matter, please refer to the confidential envelope inserted in the inside 

pocket of your binder. 

          

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Presentation: 
 

1. Veterans Count Fundraiser. On Monday evening, Jeffrey Hiatt will make a presentation 

to the City Council regarding a Veterans Count fundraiser (see attached photograph). Also, 

attached is Mr. Hiatt’s request along with information regarding this matter. 

 

 I recommend the City Council move to refer this matter to the City Manager with power.  

  

2. LED Streetlight Pilot Program.  Jacob Levenson, Recycling & Solid Waste Coordinator, 

will make a presentation to the City Council regarding the LED Streetlight Pilot Program. 

Attached is a copy of the PowerPoint presentation. 

 

In our continued effort to improve operational efficiency consistent with sustainable goals 

as part of being an eco-municipality, the Department of Public Works has been exploring 

opportunities to reduce energy consumption throughout the City’s facilities. The recent 

emergence of Light Emitting Diode (LED) street light technology and wide spread industry 

adoption presents a realistic opportunity to improve energy efficiency while providing 

tangible upgrades to our infrastructure. The goals of upgrading street lights to LED are to 

reduce energy consumption, cost, improve visibility and safety on the roads, and reduce 

light pollution.  

 

 

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH                

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 

 
Office of the City Manager 
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 In preparation of a street light conversion project, the Department of Public Works 

completed a GPS inventory of all 1,700 existing streetlights in the City owned by 

Eversource. Currently, our streetlights consist of high-pressure sodium lights. These lights 

currently consume 820,000 kWh of electricity annually, equal to approximately 500 tons 

of CO2 emissions per year. If we replace these streetlights with LED lights, the new lights 

will only consume 320,000 kWh of electricity annually, equal to approximately 200 tons 

of CO2 emissions per year. By converting streetlights to LED equipment, the City will 

save 500,000 kWh of annual electricity consumption, $120,000 in cost and prevent 300 

tons of CO2 emissions per year.  

 

 The LED bulbs and accompanying smart controls are a new technology not yet widely 

deployed in any NH cities or towns. Because LEDs are a newer technology, the City will 

install pilot lights prior to converting all 1,700 streetlights in Portsmouth. The pilot lights 

will allow the City to properly test the LED technology for issues and receive feedback 

from public to ensure the new technology produces satisfactory lumen output and color 

temperature.  

 

3. Update on the Construction of the Peirce Island Wastewater Treatment Facility and 

Bonding Request. City Engineer Terry Desmarais and Deputy City Attorney Suzanne 

Woodland will present an update on the construction of the Peirce Island Wastewater 

Treatment Facility.  That update will include: status of the design; bidding and construction 

schedule; summary of next public meetings to address construction impacts and mitigation 

efforts; and current cost estimate.  The Deputy City Attorney will provide an update 

regarding the City’s request of the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) for a four 

year construction schedule to complete the necessary upgrades of the Peirce Island 

Wastewater Treatment Facility. Supporting documents will be distributed at Monday 

evening’s meeting during the PowerPoint presentation. 

 

This presentation is being provided as support for a request to bring forward for first 

reading at the February 16th City Council meeting a bond authorization resolution in the 

amount of $75 million.       

 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 

1. Request to Renew Seacoast Growers’ Association (Farmers’ Market) Proposed 2016 

License Agreement.  The Seacoast Growers’ Association has requested renewal of their 

License Agreement (see attached e-mail).  Attached is a draft of the proposed 2016 License 

Agreement with the Seacoast Growers’ Association to allow a Farmers’ Market at the 

municipal complex. The Agreement contains some minor language changes from last 

year’s Agreement in order to maintain consistency between this Agreement the Seacoast 

Growers’ Association Bylaws (see attached) and the actual operation of the Farmers’ 

Market. Also, attached is a copy of the parking map. 

 

The Seacoast Growers’ Association has been conducting their Farmers’ Market at the 

municipal complex for over ten years.  If this draft agreement meets with the approval of 

City Council, I would ask that you authorize me to enter into the proposed Agreement 
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between the Seacoast Growers’ Association and the City of Portsmouth for a License 

Agreement to conduct their Farmers’ Market for 2016.  

 

I have requested that a representative of the Seacoast Growers’ Association be in 

attendance on Monday evening to answer any questions you may have regarding this 

matter. 

 

I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to enter into a License 

Agreement with the Seacoast Growers’ Association for 2016, as presented. 

 

2. Request for Approval on Teachers’ Retirement Incentive. In an attempt to achieve 

savings without compromising education, the School Board approved a retirement 

incentive package, subject to the approval of the City Council.  The purpose of this program 

was to provide an incentive to long term employees who are eligible to retire. The savings 

would be achieved by replacing employees at the top of the pay scale with new employees 

who would be paid at a lower rate.   

 

I am requesting that the City Council approve the request from the Portsmouth School 

Board to offer a retirement incentive to teachers. The details are outlined below: 

 

Eligible member who have fifteen (15) years or more service in the district by the end of 

the 2015-16 school year, and who file an irrevocable commitment to retire from the district 

on or before February 9, 2016 and who actually retire under the NHRS at the end of the 

2015-16 school year can receive a one-time payment of $12,000. 

 

Any eligible members who have less than fifteen (15) years or more service in the district 

by the end of the 2015-16 school year, and who file an irrevocable commitment to retire 

from the district on or before February 9, 2016 and who actually retire under the NHRS at 

the end of the 2015-16 school year can receive a one-time payment of $10,000. 

 

 The School Board is recommending that the City Council move to approve the request to 

offer a retirement incentive to teachers, as presented. 

 

Informational Items: 
 

1. Events Listing. For your information, attached is a copy of the Events Listing updated 

after the last City Council meeting on January 25, 2016. In addition, this can be found on 

the City’s website. 

 

2. City Council Work Session Re: Capital Improvement Plan. For your information, 

attached is an Agenda for the City Council Work Session on Monday, February 8, 2016, 

regarding the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Please bring your CIP document with you 

to the Work Session. The CIP is also posted on the City’s website. 
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Fire & Ice FestivalFESTIVAL North Church - Market Square 2/10/2016  1/25/2016

 2/15/2016 Amanda Beaulieu, Events Coordinator is the contact for this event.
This event runs from February 10-15, 2016

St. Patrick School Road RaceROAD RACE Peirce Island and Strawbery Banke - start and fini 3/12/2016 11/16/2015

 3/12/2016 Matthew A. McFarland is the contact for this event.
He can be reached at 498-5778.
This event begins at 10:30 a.m.
Starting at Peirce Island and ends at Strawbery Banke

Eastern States 20 MileROAD RACE Through Portsmouth 3/26/2016 11/16/2015

 3/26/2016 Donald Allison is the contact for this event.
He can be reached at (617) 835-2378.
This race begins at Traip Academy in Kittery and travels through Portsmouth.

St. Paddy's 5 MilerRACE Pease Tradeport 4/ 3/2016 12/21/2015

 4/ 3/2016 Contact: todd Hanson, Race Director

St. John's LodgeRACE St. John's Lodge 4/ 9/2016  1/25/2016

 4/ 9/2016 Robert L. Sutherland, Jr. is the contact for this event.
This event begins at 8:00 a.m.

National Multiple Sclerosis SoWALK Little Harbour School - start and finish 4/16/2016  4/16/2016

 4/16/2016 Emily Christian, Development Manager is the contact for this event.
Telephone number 781-693-5154

March of DimesWALK Little Harbour School 4/30/2016 10/ 5/2015

 4/30/2016 Jenelle Dolan, Community Director is the contact.
jdolan@marchofdimes.com
Tel. 978-729-5849
Time:  6:00 am. to 12:00 p.m.

Children's DayFAIR Downtown 5/ 1/2016  8/ 3/2015

 5/ 1/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director is the contact for this event.
This event is Pleasant Street - State Street to Market Square; no parking on Market Street - Bow Street to
Isle Shoals Steam Co. entrance.  This event is from Noon to 4:00 p.m.

American Lung AssociationRIDE 5/ 1/2016  8/17/2015

 5/ 1/2016 Contact: Melissa Walden, Associate of Development 207-624-0306
Cycle the Seacoast - First riders leaving Redhook Brewery at 7:00 a,m. and the last rider will be in around
3:00 p.m.

Susan G. KomanROAD RACE Peirce Island 5/ 7/2016  8/17/2015

 5/ 7/2016 Carolyn Ostrom, NH Community Relations Specialist is the contact for this event.
The event begins on Peirce Island and ends at Strawbery Banke
Starting time is 9:00 a.m.

Runner's AlleyRACE Pease Tradeport 5/29/2016  1/25/2016

 5/29/2016 Jeanine Sylvester is the contact for this event.
This event is at Pease Tradeport.
Event begins at 11:00 a.m.
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Pro PortsmouthFESTIVAL Market Square Day - 39th 6/11/2016  8/ 3/2015

 6/11/2016 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event begins at 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Pro PortsmouthRACE Market Square Road Race 6/11/2016  8/ 3/2015

 6/11/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director is the contact for this event.
This is 5K Road Race that begins in Market Square.

Big Brother Big Sisters of NewRACE Pleasant Street 6/18/2016 10/19/2015

 6/18/2016 Nicole McShane is the contact for this event.
Her contact number is 430-1140 ex. 2407
Raindate for this event is Sunday, June 19th.

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 6/25/2016  8/ 3/2015

 6/25/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director is the contact for this event.
This event begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/ 2/2016  8/ 3/2015

 7/ 2/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director is the contact for this event.
This event begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Easter Seals Veteran's CountRACE Strawbery Banke, Marcy Street 7/ 4/2016 12/ 7/2015

 7/ 4/2016 David Hampson is the contact for this event.
Telephone No. 334-3032
Race Start:  9:00 a.m.
Registration:  7:30 a.m.

Cystic Fibrosis FoundationBIKE TOUR From Kittery, ME to Route 1B to Rye back to Kitter 7/16/2016  1/25/2016

 7/16/2016 Contact:  Chris Vlangas
1-800-757-0203
Event begins at 7:30 a.m. from Shapleigh Middle School in Kittery.

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/16/2016  8/ 3/2015

 7/16/2016 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.
This event begins at 5:00 to 9:30 p.m.

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/23/2016  8/ 3/2015

 7/23/2016 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.
This event begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Pro PortsmouthMUSIC Pleasant Street - Summer in the Street Music Serie 7/30/2016  8/ 3/2015

 7/30/2016 Barbara Massar, Executive Director
This event is from 5:00 to 9:30 p.m.

Portsmouth Rotary ClubRACE Portsmouth High School Cross Country Track 8/ 4/2016 12/ 7/2015

 8/ 4/2016 Justin Finn is the contact for this event.
Race Start:  6:00 p.m.
Registration:  4:30 p.m.
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American Foundation for SuicidWALK Peirce Island 9/17/2016  1/11/2016

 9/17/2016 Contact: Ken La Valley, Chair - Out of Darkness Walk on Saturday, September 17, 2016
Registration: 8:30 a.m. Walk Duration 10:00 a.m. - Noon
Peirce Island - Begin and end. Proposed Walk route 2.3 miles

Celebrate PinkRACE Portsmouth Middle School 9/18/2016 12/ 7/2015

 9/18/2016 Wendy McCoole is the contact for this event.
Telephone #603-759-5640
Race Start:  9:00 a.m.
Registration:  7:30 a.m.

Grante State WheelmenBIKE TOUR Through Portsmouth 9/24/2016 12/ 7/2015

 9/25/2016 Donna Hepp is the contact for this event.
Tel. 414-258-3287

Portsmouth Maritime Folk FestiFESTIVAL Pleasant Street 9/24/2016  1/25/2016

 9/25/2016 David Hallowell is the contact for this event.
This is a 2-day event starting at 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Friends of the South EndTOUR To Be Determined 9/24/2016 12/ 7/2015

 9/25/2016 Caroline Amport Piper is the contact.
Tel. (603) 686-4338
Location of this event is to be determined.
This event begins each day at 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Memorial Bridge Road RaceROAD RACE Memorial Bridge Portsmouth10/ 9/2016 12/ 7/2015

10/ 9/2016 Contacts:  Catherine Edison at CEdison@communitycampus.org   (Date changed to October 9, 2016 instead of
Ben Anderson  - ben@prescottpark.org                                               October 8th)
Angela Greene - angela@prescottpark.org
Race Start:  10:00 a.m.
Registration:  8:00 a.m.

Seacoast Rotary Turkey Trot 5KROAD RACE Peirce Island is the start - Strawbery Banke is th11/24/2016 11/16/2015

11/24/2016 Matt Junkin, Race Director is the contact for this event.
This is the Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot which begins at Peirce Island and ends at
Strawbery Banke.
Registration begins at 7:00 a.m.
Race commences at 8:30 a.m.

Arthritis Foundation - JingleROAD RACE Little Harbour School12/11/2016  1/25/2016

12/11/2016 Thomas M. Bringle is the contact for this event.
Tel. 603-724-6080
tbringle@arthritis.org.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.
Race start time:  10:00 a.m.

Great Bay ServicesRACE Portsmouth Middle School 1/ 1/2017 12/ 7/2015

 1/ 1/2017 Michael Rennebu is the contact for this event.
Cell #603-969-9783
Race Start:  11:00 a.m.
Registration:  9:00 a.m.























































































































Tear-Down Demolition Ordinance Amendment 
Allowing For Public Hearing Process 

 
I will be asking that the City Council agree to request City Attorney Bob 
Sullivan to draft a formal ordinance that addresses the goal of creating a public 
hearing process for an full demolition or tear-down of buildings.  I believe it is 
important to allow neighbors an opportunity to offer their concerns and input.  I 
offer a suggested draft for the amendment, open to change by the City 
Attorney.   
 
Recently, demolition of a home at 140 Thornton Street was approved, and 
neighbors were limited in their ability to offer opposition.  I met with a group 
of Thornton/Dennett Street/Burkitt Street neighbors on Friday, January 22nd 
and this request is the result.  There have been stories and commentary in The 
Portsmouth Herald and seacoastonline.com about this matter. 
 
I offer this ordinance change to the process of permitting demolition of homes 
and buildings in order to allow greater transparency, openness, awareness, and 
neighborhood involvement in tear-down demolition projects in all parts of the 
city.   
 
The intent is to provide balance between the important goals of preserving the 
quality and character of our community, while encouraging positive growth and 
development for Portsmouth's future. 
 
I have met with Bob Sullivan and had a preliminary discussion about my 
concerns and those of the neighbors.  The following is a general rendering of 
suggested changes, but the good City Attorney is free to make improvements 
and put it into proper language as is needed prior to being able to consider First 
Reading of the ordinance at the next City Council meeting.   
 
Thank You, 
Jim Splaine 
City Councilor 
 

http://seacoastonline.com/


Amendment to Chapter 14 Housing Code 
(Draft Offered - Subject to Change by City Attorney) 

Amend section 14.204 by replacing section 14.204 with the following new section: 

Section 14.204: ACTION BY BUILDING INSPECTOR 

A. Upon the receipt of a written objection to the proposed demolition which is 
delivered to the Building Inspector prior to the expiration of the thirty (30) day delay 
period, the Building Commission will schedule a Public Hearing on the permit 
application by posting notice of same at least seven (7) days subsequent to the date of 
notice. 
 
B. Prior to the Public Hearing the Building Commission will view the subject 
property. 

C. At the Public Hearing, the Building Commission will consider whether it is in the 
public interest to grant the permit application, after consideration of the information 
received at the hearing as well as the view of the property. The Commission will grant 
the demolition permit if it finds the grant of the application will not be contrary to the 
public interest. 

D. The Building Inspector will issue a demolition permit if the Building Commission 
finds the demolition will not be contrary to the public interest, or if after thirty (30) 
days of submission of the permit application no written objection to the proposed 
demolition is delivered to the Building Inspector pursuant to Section 14.204 (A). 

E. Among the factors which may be considered with respect to a finding that the 
demolition would not be contrary to the public interest are as follows: 

1. The size of the underlying lot in comparison to other lots in the immediate 
neighborhood. 

2. The resulting assessed value of the lot after demolition in comparison to other land 
values of comparably sized lots in the immediate neighborhood. 

3. Whether reasonable efforts were explored for a rehabilitation of the structure 
proposed for demolition. 

E. An appeal from any decision of the Building Commission may be made to the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
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