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Background/Timeline

Downtown Core North End West End

Design Charrette June 2013 November 2014 February 2015

First Reading November 2013 June 2015 January 2016

Third Reading April 2014 August 2015 April 2016?









Overview

1. Zoning Ordinance
A. Article 5A – replace existing Article

• Substantive revisions
• Housekeeping/clerical/clarifications

B. Conforming Amendments

2. Zoning Map
A. Regulating Plan
B. Rezone adjacent parcels



Zoning Ordinance – Substantive Changes

• New Zoning District:  Character District 4-W (“West End”)
• Based on CD4, adjusted for off-street parking
• Includes incentive overlay district for community space & workforce housing

• Increase Allowed Building Footprints in CD5, CD4
• Reflect existing downtown development pattern
• Allow further increase in ground-level footprints to accommodate off-street parking on a 

ground floor or underground level
• New “Recessed Entry” Façade Type
• New exemption to allow off-street parking in front of single- or two-family 

dwelling
• Incentives for inclusion of workforce housing or community spaces in 

developments in the West End
• Similar to existing incentives in North End



















Building Footprints in CD4 & CD5

CD4-W CD4 CD5

Existing standards NA 10,000 sf 15,000 sf

Proposed amendments 20,000 sf 20,000 sf 30,000 sf



Conforming Amendments

Delete CBA & CBB districts; add CD4-W and Civic District

Update references to zoning districts (CBA/CBB  CD4-W/CD4/CD5)

Add 7 uses (by special exception) in the CD4-L2 district

Delete Sec. 10.535 (Exceptions to Dimensional Standards in the Central Business 
Districts)

Update Sec. 10.590 (Minimum Distance Between Nonresidential Uses and 
Residential/Mixed Districts) by adding references to Gateway District and CD4-L1

Move 3 parking-related definitions from Article 5A to Article 15

Update definitions of “building footprint” and “workforce housing”



Proposed Timeline

January 11 City Council – First Reading

January 20 Portsmouth Listens – Study Circles Kick-Off

January 21 Planning Board – Presentation

January 25 – February 19 Portsmouth Listens – Study Circles

February 18 Planning Board – Public Hearing (+ March 17 if needed)

March 17 Portsmouth Listens – Report to Planning Board & City Council

March 17 Planning Board – Vote on Report to City Council

March 21 City Council – Second Reading & Public Hearing

April 4 or April 18 ? City Council – Third Reading
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