
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH
DATE: TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2014           TIME: 6:00PM

A G E N D A
 6:00PM – WORK SESSION RE: RIGHT-TO-KNOW LAW

I. CALL TO ORDER [7:00PM or thereafter]
II. ROLL CALL
III. INVOCATION
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES (There are no minutes on for acceptance this evening)

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION

VII. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS

A. *Acceptance of Donations to the Coalition Legal Fund
 Town of Moultonborough - $6,500.00
 Town of Carroll - $1,000.00
(Sample motion – move to approve and accept the donations, as listed, to be
placed in the Coalition Legal Fund)

VIII. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

A. First reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance, Section
10.535 – Exceptions to Dimensional Standards in the Central Business District, which
would eliminate a Conditional Use Permit under Section 10.535.13 (Sample Motion –
move to pass first reading and establish a public hearing and second reading at
the March 17, 2014 City Council meeting, and further, that the City Council refer
this proposed Ordinance amendment to the Planning Board for report back to the
City Council prior to the March 17, 2014 public hearing)

IX. CONSENT AGENDA

A MOTION WOULD BE IN ORDER TO ADOPT THE CONSENT AGENDA

A. Acceptance of Donation to the Fire Department
 Newburyport Five Cents Savings Bank - $500.00
(Anticipated action – move to approve and accept the donation to the Fire
Department for the fire donation fund)

B. Letter from Jeanine Sylvester, Runner’s Alley, LLC, requesting permission to hold the
17th Annual Runner’s Alley/Redhook Brewery Memorial 5k on Sunday, May 25, 2014
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with power)
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C. Request for Approval of Pole License to install 1 pole at the intersection of Adams Drive
and FW Hartford Drive to accommodate a new underground electrical system in the
Woodlands area (Anticipated action – move to approve the aforementioned Pole
License Agreement as recommended by the Public Works Department with the
approval conditioned upon amendment of the license to allow for the collection of
any lawfully assessed real estate taxes)

D. Letter from Becky Coliandris, Alzheimer’s Association, requesting permission to hold the
Seacoast Walk To End Alzheimer’s on Sunday, September 28, 2014 (Anticipated
action – move to refer to the City Manager with power)

E. Letter from Caitlyn Hassett,on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce, requesting
permission to hold a city wide ‘Fire and Ice’ Festival President’s Day weekend, February
13-17, 2014 (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with power)

X. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS

A. Town of Exeter Request to Explore Alternative Options for Shared Wastewater Services
(Sample motion – move to refer to the City Manager for report back)

XI. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS

A. CITY MANAGER

Items Which Require Action Under Other Sections of the Agenda

1. First Reading of Proposed Resolution and Ordinance Amendments:

1.1 Proposed First Reading of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 10 – Zoning
Ordinance, Section 10.535 – Exceptions to Dimensional Standards in the Central
Business District, which would eliminate a Conditional Use Permit under Section
10.535.13 (Action on this item should take place under Section VIII of the
Agenda)

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action

1. Elderly and Disabled Exemptions

2. Letter from Steven Wilson, for property located at 143 Daniel Street (former Connie
Bean Center), for Exchange of Easements

3. New Hampshire Department of Transportation Exit 7 Project Acceptance

Informational Items

1. Update on Snow Removal Budget
2. Events Listing
3. Correspondence to GSA from Mayor Lister
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B. MAYOR LISTER

1. *Appointments to the Senior Sub-Committee of the Recreation Board
 Carl Diemer, Chair; Todd Henley, Kory Sirmaian, Judith Bunnell, Maureen O’Leary,

Diane Share and Cindi Shanley

C. COUNCILOR SHAHEEN

1. *Parking Rates at High Hanover Parking Garage (Sample motion – move to request
that the City Manager report back on the impact of the elimination of the first hour
free parking at the High-Hanover Garage, and, further the impacts of increasing
the rate from $.75 per hour to $1.00 per hour at the High-Hanover Garage)

D. COUNCILOR KENNEDY

1. *Visual Time Lines for Land Use Boards

E. COUNCILOR LOWN

1. Report Back on Fire Study Committee (Sample motion – move to authorize the City
Manager to work with the Fire Chief and the Fire Study Committee to initiate a
Request For Qualifications (RFQ) for a consultant to review the summary as
outlined in attached Portsmouth Fire Department Study)

2. Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Action Sheet and Minutes of the December 12,
2013 meeting (Sample motion – move to approve and accept the Action Sheet and
Minutes of the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting of December 12,
2013)

F. COUNCILOR DWYER

1. *Update on African Burying Ground

G. COUNCILOR MORGAN

1. *Form-Based Zoning

H. COUNCILOR SPEAR

1. *Parking Garage Location (Sample motion – move that the Council request the
Economic Development Commission report back with a suitable location for a
downtown parking garage that is not the Worth Lot.  The Committee will consider
privately held properties and municipal properties and/or a public-private
partnership)

I. COUNCILOR THORSEN

1. Financial Disclosure Ordinance Amendment (see attached existing ordinance)
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XII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS

XIII. ADJOURNMENT [AT 10:00PM OR EARLIER]

KELLI L. BARNABY, CMC/CNHMC
CITY CLERK

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. Letter from Sarah Jarvis, Rye Fire Department, thanking the City of Portsmouth and City
Council for allowing her to use the High Hanover Garage on December 21, 2013 for a
fundraiser in support of The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and the 2014 Scott Firefighter
Stair climb

2. Notification that the Board of Adjustment Minutes of the September 18, 2012, September 25,
2012 and September 17, 2013 meetings are available on the City’s website for your review

3. Notification that the Conservation Commission Minutes of the May 8, 2013 meeting are
available on the City’s website for your review

4. Notification that the Historic District Commission Minutes of the April 10, 2013 meeting are
available on the City’s website for your review

5. Notification that the Historic District Commission Minutes of the May 1, 2013 meeting are
available on the City’s website for your review

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC WHO ARE HEARING IMPAIRED: Please contact Dianna Fogarty at 603-610-7270
one-week prior to the meeting for assistance.











































































ACTION SHEET
PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Councilor Ken Smith, Chairman

To:  City Council Meeting of January 21, 2013

Re:  Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Meeting held December 12, 2013
ACTIONS:

[1] Accepted and placed on file the minutes of the Parking and Traffic Safety
Committee Meeting held November 14, 2013.

[2] Accepted and placed on file the Financial Report.

[3] Action Item – Citizen Request for four-way stop at the corner of Burkitt
& Thornton – VOTED to refer to the Public Works Director for a report back
after a review of the current 2-way stop sign warrant and to request the
police department set up a Stealthstat to gather data in support of possibly
lowering the speed limit to 20 mph, investigate other possible traffic calming
techniques including striping a bike lane and crosswalk.

[4] Action Item – Citizen Request for intersection traffic calming at Bartlett
and Thornton – VOTED to implement temporary measures of striping an
“island” to make the intersection appear smaller and if found to be correcting
the problem, implement permanent fixture as a part of the reconfiguration of
the intersection through the  Capital Improvements Plan.   The Public Works
Director was also asked to review the signage in the area regarding truck
travel.

[5] Action Item – Citizen request to improve signs at dangerous crosswalk
Willard/Lafayette - VOTED to implement strobe pedestrian lighting at this
intersection as part of the previously approved pilot program.

[6] Action Item – Citizen concern over excessive speed on Maplewood and
Woodbury Avenues – Public Works Director Rice explained that this area
will be undergoing extensive reconstruction in the upcoming year. VOTED to
accept and place the letter on file.

[7] Action Item – Request for residential Handicap Space at 39 Lovell
Street - VOTED to grant the request for residential handicap space at 39
Lovell Street with the stipulations that a placard or plate be displayed, that it
not be transferrable and that it is verified annually.    Public Works Director
Rice stated that there will be a sign installed but the space will not be striped
until the road is permanently paved.
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[8] Action Item – Conversion of a portion of Hanover Street to two-way
traffic for safety reasons - VOTED to accept the recommended conversion
of a portion of Hanover Street to two-way traffic after extensive out-reach
and notification efforts of the neighborhood and public as a whole and proper
signage in place. (This Item is enacted as a temporary regulation and will
be considered for inclusion in a future omnibus ordinance – See
Section 7.336, Section A-10)

[9] Action Item – Increased penalties for movers/contractors who do not
get permits/buy meter bags – VOTED to refer to the legal department for a
report back after review of statutory authority.

[10] Action Item – Status on Bridge and Hanover 4-way Stop – VOTED to
accept the recommendation by RSG (traffic consultant) that this intersection
become a 4-way stop intersection. (Study attached)

[11] Discussion Item - Status on pedestrian-activated crosswalk acquisition
Parking Division Director Nelson stated he has received the specs from
MEDOT which has bought such equipment for Kittery and will begin getting
quotes and report back to the committee. No action taken.

[12] Action Item (Not on agenda) – Update on 111 Maplewood Avenue –
Public Works Director Rice explained that as a result of the presentation
recently made to the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee, the Tighe and
Bond Engineering Company has updated the design per the committees’
recommendations.   He stated that this redesigned plan will be going before
the Planning Board. VOTED to accept the updated plan for 111 Maplewood
Avenue.

[13] Miscellaneous – On behalf of the Committee and city staff, City Manager
Bohenko presented Chairman Smith with an engraved gavel in gratitude of
his service as the Chairman of Parking Committee, Traffic and Safety
Committee and Parking and Traffic Safety Committee since 2006.  Chairman
Smith accepted with thanks and appreciation.



MINUTES
PARKING AND TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

8:00 A.M. – Thursday, December 12, 2013
City Hall – Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers

I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Ken Smith called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.

II. ROLL CALL:

Members Present:
Councilor Ken Smith, Chair
John Bohenko, City Manager
James Heinz, Deputy Fire Chief
Frank Warchol, Police Captain
Peter Rice, Public Works Director
Ronald Cypher, Member
Shari Donnermeyer, Member
Ted Gray, Member
Harold Whitehouse, Member

Staff Advisors Present:
Mark Nelson, Parking Division Director
Tom Cocchiaro, Parking Operations Manager

III. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES:

Mr. Cypher moved to accept the minutes of November 14, 2013, seconded City
Manager Bohenko.  Motion passed.

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT:

Mr. Whitehouse moved to accept the Financial Report and place on file, seconded by
City Manager Bohenko.  Motion passed.

V. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Action Item: Citizen Request for four-way stop at the corner of Burkitt and
Thornton

Mr. Gray stated a site walk was held and the consensus was that this is a tough intersection
that currently is a 2-way stop intersection.  He stated that lowering the speed limit to 20 mph
and enforcement of the speed limit may help the situation.

Public Works Director Rice stated he will review the past warrant work done for this
intersection which resulted in the 2-way stop sign but feels that other traffic calming options
should be explored in the meantime including setting up the Stealthstat to gather data.    He
stated that Thornton Street is picking up a lot of the traffic that used to go down Dennett
Street.
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City Manager Bohenko moved to refer to the Public Works Director for a report back
after a review of the current 2-way stop sign warrant and to request the police
department to set up a Stealthstat to gather data in support of possibly lowering the
speed limit to 20 mph, and investigate other possible traffic calming techniques,
including striping a bike lane and crosswalk, seconded by Mr. Cypher.

Chairman Smith asked what the time frame would be for the report back.  City Manager
Bohenko stated approximately February with any action recommended to occur in the
Spring.  Chairman Smith asked that the neighbors be notified when the report back will be on
the agenda.

Motion passed.

B. Action Item: Citizen Request for intersection traffic calming at Bartlett and Thornton

Mr. Cypher stated a site walk was held and this has been a problem intersection for a long
time.  He stated the police department can’t be there to enforce 24 hours/7 days a week, but
people are always going through the stop signs.   He stated the Public Works Director has
suggested some temporary traffic calming measures including installing an “island”.

Public Works Director Rice clarified that the “island” would be striped as a visual restriction to
make the intersection look smaller and then a permanent solution could be implemented as a
part of reconfiguration of the intersection in the Capital Improvements Plan.

Chairman Smith stated that the signage regarding truck traffic needs to be reviewed as the
trucks are coming off Woodbury Avenue and going to Thornton instead of down Dennett as
they are supposed to go.

Public Works Director Rice moved to implement temporary measures of striping an
“island” to make the intersection appear smaller and if found to be correcting the
problem, implement permanent fixture as part of the reconfiguration of the
intersection through the Capital Improvements Plan, seconded by Mr. Gray.   Motion
passed.

Public Works Director Rice will also review the signage in the area regarding truck travel.

C. Action Item: Citizen request to improve signs at dangerous crosswalk
Willard/Lafayette

Ms. Donnermeyer stated a site walk was held of the area and it was thought that this would
be a good location for the strobe light crosswalk and/or weebles.

Ms. Donnermeyer moved to implement strobe pedestrian lighting at this intersection
as part of the previously approved pilot program, seconded by City Manager Bohenko.

City Manager Bohenko stated that he would like to run the pilot program on the two selected
locations before investing in more locations.  He stated that he wants people to understand
the cost that will be involved with this technology.
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Parking Division Director Nelson stated he has received the specs from the Town of Kittery
who have installed this crosswalk and there is a significant savings if the installation is done
by our own staff.

Chairman Smith clarified that the first location approved for the pilot program was Woodbury
Avenue at St. Catherine’s Church and a third location if continued, would be Deer and
Market Street.

Public Works Director Rice stated that the weeble type of sign would be problematic during
snow storms but plow drivers could be alerted that they were there.

Mr. Whitehouse stated there is another issue regarding crosswalks that he would like to see
addressed which is vehicles going around other cars that have stopped at the crosswalks to
let pedestrians cross.

Captain Warchol stated this is a concern for the police department as well.

Public Works Director Rice stated we have received Safe Routes to School funding for
improvements to that corridor and there are capital improvements coming as well.  He stated
they are hoping to have the design completed by Fall 2014 and to begin work at that time or
Spring 2015.

Motion passed.

D. Action Item: Citizen concern over excessive speed on Maplewood and Woodbury
Avenues -

Parking Division Director Nelson stated the citizen who requested this item is not in
attendance.

Public Works Director Rice stated that there is money in the Capital Improvements Plan to do
work on Maplewood Avenue in conjunction with the Water/Sewer main replacement.   He
stated that the Council also recently approved the complete streets policy which addresses
bicycle safety on the roadway and the bridge is scheduled to go off-line for repairs as well.
He stated all of these will help reduce the speed concerns in the area.

City Manager Bohenko moved to accept and place on file, seconded by Mr. Gray.
Motion passed.

E. Action Item – Request for residential Handicap Space at 39 Lovell Street –

Mr. Whitehouse moved to grant the request for residential handicap space at 39 Lovell
Street with the stipulations that a placard or plate be displayed, that it not be
transferrable and that it is verified annually, seconded by Ms. Donnermeyer.

Public Works Director Rice stated that there will be a sign installed for the space but there
will be no striping until the road is permanently paved.

Motion passed.
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F. Action Item - Conversion of a portion of Hanover Street to two-way traffic for safety
reasons (This item is enacted as a temporary regulation and will be considered for
inclusion in a future omnibus ordinance – See Section 7.336, Section A-10)

Ms. Donnermeyer stated a site walk was held and this is to help facilitate parking at the
Heineman Lot by allowing people to go down Pearl Street.

Ms. Donnermeyer moved to accept the recommended conversion of a portion of
Hanover Street to two-way traffic after extensive out-reach and notification efforts of
the neighborhood and public as a whole and proper signage put in place, seconded by
Public Works Director Rice.

City Manager Bohenko stated this is a necessary change but we need to make sure that
every effort is made for neighborhood and public notification of this change prior to the
physical change being implemented.

Mr. Whitehouse stated he agrees as this is the first time a one-way street has been partially
converted to a 2-way street.

Chairman Smith asked if we will need to eliminate any parking spaces.  City Manager
Bohenko stated we should hold off on that until we see what happens.

Motion passed.

G. Action Item – Increased penalties for movers/contractors who do not get
permits/buy meter bags -

Parking Division Director Nelson referred to a photo montage illustrating various infractions
stating that the Parking enforcement officers deals with this issue on a daily basis.  He stated
that the current $15.00 fine is not a deterrent and therefore, they are looking to increase the
penalty.

Chairman Smith asked what amount the penalty might be.  Parking Division Director Nelson
stated something similar to handicap parking fines. Chairman Smith asked if we have the
statutory authority to implement this type of fine. City Manager Bohenko stated that we need
to clarify this with legal in case of appeals, etc.   He stated that 90% of the people are in
compliance and when the city is properly notified, then there are no issues.  He stated the
10% who do not notify the system and wait to be caught, are who cause the traffic problems.

City Manager Bohenko moved to refer to the legal department for a report back after
review of statutory authority, seconded by Public Works Director Rice.

Captain Warchol asked who will be issued the ticket/fine, the driver, the company owner, or
the people who hired them?  City Manager Bohenko stated it would be the company.

Discussion ensued regarding the process for requesting street obstructions.

Motion passed.
VI.       OLD BUSINESS:
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A. Action Item – Status on Bridge and Hanover 4-way Stop –

Parking Division Director Nelson stated that the RSG (traffic consultant) recommendation
was that while current intersection volumes do not meet the volume thresholds indicating the
necessity of all-way stop control, they believe all-way stop control is appropriate at this
intersection due to the sight distance conditions.  (Study attached).

Public Works Director Rice moved to accept the recommendation by RSG (traffic
consultant) that this intersection become a 4-way stop intersection, seconded by Mr.
Whitehouse.  Motion passed.

Public Works Director Rice stated he would like to have the Legal Department review to see
if an ordinance change is required.

B. Discussion Item - Status on pedestrian-activated crosswalk acquisition –

Parking Division Director Nelson stated he has received the specs from State of Maine Dept.
of Transportation which has bought such equipment for Kittery and will begin getting quotes
and report back to the committee.

Public Works Director Rice stated as soon as quotes are received, they will work with the
City Manager to determine funding and bring it to the City Council.

No action needed.

C. Action Item – (Not on agenda) – Update on 111 Maplewood Avenue –

Public Works Director Rice explained that as a result of the presentation recently made to the
Parking and Traffic Safety Committee, the Tighe and Bond Engineering Company has
updated the design per the committees’ recommendations.  He stated that this redesigned
plan will be going before the Planning board.

Public Works Director Rice moved to accept the updated plan for 111 Maplewood
Avenue, seconded by Captain Warchol.   Motion passed.

VII. PUBLIC COMMENT:

There were no speakers for Public Comment.

 VIII. INFORMATIONAL: None

   IX. MISCELLANEOUS:

On behalf of the Committee and city staff, City Manager Bohenko presented Chairman Smith
with an engraved gavel in gratitude of his service as the Chairman of the Parking Committee,
Traffic and Safety Committee and Parking and Traffic Safety Committee beginning in 2006.
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He stated that Chairman Smith has led the committee with efficiency and organization and
will be missed.

Mr. Whitehouse stated Chairman Smith has always been professional and courteous to the
staff, committee members and the public.

Chairman Smith accepted the gavel with thanks and appreciation and stated it has been an
absolute pleasure to serve as Chair.

  X. ADJOURNMENT

City Manager Bohenko moved to adjourn at 8:35 a.m. Seconded by Mr. Whitehouse
and voted unanimously.
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