
REGULAR MEETING
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

7:00 P.M            CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS JULY 16, 2002

AGENDA

I. Approval of Minutes

Meeting of June 18, 2002

II. Old Business

A) Petition of Victoria Smith and Robert Bowser, owners, for property located at 692 State
Street wherein the following are requested: 1) a Variance from Article II, Section 10-206 to allow a dwelling
unit in an accessory structure (garage) for a total of two dwelling units on the lot, and 2) a Variance from
Article III, Section 10-302(A) to allow: a) two dwelling units on a 4,644 sf lot where 7,000 sf of lot area is
required, b) a 2’ rear yard where 20’ is the minimum required, c) a 1’ left side yard where 10’ is the minimum
required; and, d) 43% building coverage where 35% is the maximum allowed.  Said property is shown on
Assessor Plan 137 as Lot 6 and lies within the Apartment district.  Case # 6-1  This application was tabled at
the June 18, 2002 meeting to the July 16, 2002 meeting.

B) Petition of Richard C. S. and Linda H. Harding Jr., owners, for property located at 1808
Islington Street wherein a Variance from Article II, Section 10-206 is requested to allow a second dwelling
unit in the barn attached to the single family dwelling in a district that only allows one dwelling unit on a lot.
Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 241 as Lot 15 and lies within the Single Residence B district.  Case
# 6-12  This application was tabled at the June 18, 2002 meeting to the July 16, 2002 meeting.

C) Petition of Portsmouth Associates, LLC, owner, for property located at 1465 Woodbury
Avenue wherein the following are requested for the relocation of the brick school house building to the right
side of the lot: 1) a Variance from Article III, Section 10-304(A) to allow the brick school house building to
have a 14’ front yard where 70’ is the minimum required, and, 2) a Variance from Article XII, Section 10-
1201(A)(3)(e)(2) to allow parking and maneuvering isles be located within 18’ of the front property line where
a 40’ setback with landscaping is required.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 216 as Lot 3 and lies
within the General Business district.  Case # 6-15  This application was tabled at the June 18, 2002 meeting
to the July 16, 2002 meeting. This application was tabled at the June 18, 2002 meeting to the July 16, 2002
meeting.

III. Public Hearings

1) Petition of Catherine Irvine, owner for property located at 300 Court Street wherein the
following are requested: 1) Appeal of a decision of the Historic District Commission concerning the denial of a
Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a two story porch at the rear of the existing building, and
2) a Variance from Article III, Section 10-303(A) to allow a 10’ x 34’ two story porch with: a) a 6’ rear yard
where 15’ is the minimum required, and b) 42.4% building coverage where 40% is the maximum allowed.
Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 108 as Lot 12 and lies within the Mixed Residential Office and
Historic A districts.  Case # 7-1

2) Petition of Portsmouth Associates, LLC, owner, for property located at 1465 Woodbury
Avenue wherein a Variance from Article III, Section 10-304(A) is requested for the relocation of the brick
school house building to the right side of the lot with a 32’ front yard where 70’ is the minimum required.  Said
property is shown on Assessor Plan 216 as Lot 3 and lies within the General Business district.  Case # 6-15
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3) Petition of Sharon R. Gross Revocable Trust, owner, for property located at 201 Cate
Street wherein the following are requested: 1) a Variance from Article III, Section 10-302(A) to allow a two
story building (24’ x 50’ and 6’ x 46’) with an 8’ rear yard where 20’ is the minimum required, 2) a Special
Exception as allowed in Article IV, Section 10-401(A)(1)(d) to allow the auto repair facility to be changed to a
hair salon with a tanning booth on the first floor of the new building.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan
163 as Lot 32 and lies within the General Residence A district.  Case # 7-2

4) Petition of Clear Channel Broadcasting, Inc., owner, and Omnipoint Holdings, Inc.,
applicant, for property located at 815 Lafayette Road wherein a Special Exception as allowed in Article II,
Section 10-208(51) is requested to allow one set of six 72” antennas at a centerline height of 216’ on the
existing 497’ tower.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 245 as Lot 3 and lies within the General
Business district.  Case # 7-3

5) Petition of Whaleback LLC, owner, for property located at 96-98 State Street wherein the
following are requested: 1) a Variance from Article III, Section 10-304(B) to allow a 15’ high one story addition
to the rear of the existing building where the minimum height required is 20’, and 2) a Variance from Article
XII, Sections 10-1204 and 10-1201(5) to allow a reduction in the required parking from 56 parking spaces to
37 parking spaces.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 107 as Lot 52 and lies within the Central
Business B and Historic A districts.  Case # 7-5

6) Petition of Wentworth Gardner, owner, for property located at 49-51 Mechanic Street
wherein a Variance from Article II, Section 10-206(29)(b) is requested to allow a weekly concert series
including amplified sound on Tuesdays from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM, and other weekly events and displays
including acoustic music sessions, band concerts, classical music, group singing, dance demonstrations or
small barn dances located in the yard between the buildings.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 103
as Lot 41 and lies within the General Residence B and Historic A districts.  Case # 7-6

7) Petition of Lyle S. and Tanja Gravelle, owners, for property located at 20 Woodworth
Avenue wherein a Variance from Article III, Section 10-302(A) is requested to allow: a) a 16’ x 22’ one story
addition with a 24’6” rear yard where 30’ is the minimum required, and b) an 8’ x 16’6” two story addition with
a 23’ front yard where 30’ is the minimum required.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 232 as Lot 78
& 79 combined and lies within the Single Residence B district.  Case # 7-7

8) Petition of James R. Kilcoyne, owner, for property located at 67 Gates Street wherein a
Variance from Article III, Section 10-302(A) is requested to allow a 10’6” x 12’1” one story addition with: a) an
8’ left side yard where 10’ is the minimum required, and  b) 39% building coverage where 30% is the
maximum allowed.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 103 as Lot 91 and lies within the General
Residence B and Historic A districts.  Case # 7-8  This application was tabled at the June 18, 2002 meeting
to the July 16, 2002 meeting.

9) Petition of John L. Rogonese and Lynda C. Schmidt, owners, for property located at 74
Cabot Street wherein a Variance from Article III, Section 10-302(A) is requested to allow an irregular shaped
deck (12’ x 18’, 5’ x 18’, 6’ x 5’) and an 8’ x 12’ porch with: a) a 2’ left side yard for the deck where 10’ is the
minimum required, and b) to allow 47% building coverage where 35% building coverage is the maximum
allowed.  Said property is shown on Assessor Plan 135 as Lot 57 and lies within the Apartment district.  Case
# 7-9
IV. Adjournment

Members of the public and abutters should be aware that after the board renders its decision
tonight, that a later request could be made to reconsider the decision and/or appeal the decision to
the Rockingham County Superior Court.  Please note that an abutter/aggrieved party may file a
motion to reconsider if they are dissatisfied with the Board’s decision.  If you have any interest in
finding out whether a motion to reconsider has been filed; you should contact the Planning
Department thirty (30) days after the BOA decision is rendered.  Thereafter, depending on the
outcome of the reconsideration request, you are also invited to make inquiries at the Legal
Department to determine whether an Appeal to the Superior Court has been filed.
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