
AMBIT ENGINEERING, INC. CIVIL    ENGINEERS    AND     LAND     SURVEYORS 

200 Griffin Road, Unit 3, Portsmouth, NH 03801 
Phone (603) 430-9282 Fax 436-2315 
 
6 September 2021 

Juliet Walker, Planning Department Chair 
City of Portsmouth 
1 Junkins Avenue 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 

RE: Application for TAC Workshop Approval, Tax Map 106, Lot 54, 99 Bow Street 

Dear Juliet and TAC Members: 

On behalf of Martingale, LLC we submit herewith the attached for TAC Workshop review. 
The project consists of two separate decks which will be attached to the east and west ends of 
the existing over water deck located at 99 Bow Street, Portsmouth, and commonly referred to 
as the Martingale. The West Deck expansion (public wharf deck) will provide the general 
public with handicap accessible access to the Piscataqua River Waterfront for the enjoyment 
of the active Inner Harbor of Portsmouth, the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge, the Memorial 
Bridge, the Moran Tug Boats, the NH State Port Authority Pier and the working waterfront of 
Kittery Maine. The East Deck expansion will be for an expansion of the existing outside 
dinning for the Martingale Wharf Restaurant, which is open to the public. 

Martingale Wharf is the only restaurant open to the general public located on the Inner 
Harbor of downtown Portsmouth that provides full handicap accessibility via on street 
parking located on Bow Street and a passenger elevator to the waterfront. Martingale Wharf 
also has handicap accessible bathrooms located on the waterfront as part of the restaurant. 
The northern, or “waterside” limit of the building is synonymous with a seawall, which is 
also the landward limit of the Highest Observable Tide Line for the majority of the shoreline 
frontage associated with the property. At the time of construction in 2010, Martingale was 
one of only two projects to receive an Urban Exemption to Shoreland Zoning which 
permitted the construction and improvements as seen today, including approval for public 
dining on the existing deck. The West Deck expansion (public wharf deck) is the only 
waterfront deck with handicap accessibility to the general public. The deck also has 
additional public access via a continuous easement that connects the Martingale with Ceres 
Street and Bow Street (See Existing Conditions Plan-Sheet C1). 

The public wharf deck and the public dining deck will each display an educational bas relief 
sculpture installed on the walls of the deck expansion. Each sculpture will depict black and 
white seamen in the age of sail, while weaving in images of the Portsmouth seaport history. 
The sculpture located on the East wall of the public dining deck will feature seamen at work, 
while the sculpture located on the West wall of the public wharf deck will feature seamen at 
rest and play. These and other specialized landscaped features will provide the public with a 
unique experience in a unique space (See McHenry Architecture Plans attached). 
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Please find the following plans in this submission: 

 
• Cover Sheet – This shows the Development Team, Legend, Site Location, and 

Site Zoning. 
• As – Built Plan, Martingale Wharf – This shows the property dimensions of the 

lot. 
• Existing Conditions Plan C1 – This plan shows the current improvements on the 

property. 
• NHDES Permit Plan C2 – This plan shows the proposed deck expansion(s) and 

layout of the proposed features. 
• Site Sections C3 & C4 – This plan shows the on-site and adjacent underwater 

topography / bathymetry as well as the proposed pile locations. 
• Details D1 – This plan shows the Deck Details as well as erosion control and 

project construction sequence. 
• Perspective View (Decks) A4 & A5 – These plans show the rendered views of the 

proposed deck expansion. 
•  Perspective View (Murals) A6, A7, & A8 – These plans show the rendered views 

of the proposed murals at each end of the decks, with relevant details. 
• Decks Expansion Plan A9 – The plan show the dimensions of the proposed deck 

expansion and proposed deck seating. 
• Elevations, Detail Plans, Cut Sheets and Materials A11, A12 & A13 – These 

plans show additional details of the proposed deck expansion and murals. 
• Landscape Details L1 – The plan show landscape details for the proposed deck 

expansion and murals. 
 
We ask that we be placed on the Agenda for the September 14 TAC Work Session. We 
look forward to your review of this submission. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
John R. Chagnon, PE 
CC: 99 Bow Street Team 

           John Chagnon
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EAST MURAL AT MARTINGALE WHARF DECK

WEST MURAL AT PUBLIC DECK

WEST MURAL AT PUBLIC DECK - SKETCH

EAST MURAL AT MARTINGALE WHARF DECK - SKETCH

MARTINGALE RESTAURANT: NARRATIVE FOR THE EAST END BAS RELIEF SCULPTURAL MURAL

THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH AND THE PISCATAQUA RIVER HAS A 400-YEAR HISTORY AS AN ACTIVE HARBOR AND PORT OF 
CALL, AND AS A VITAL SHIP BUILDING COMMUNITY.

THE PROPOSED EAST AND WEST IMAGES ON EITHER END OF THIS DOCK EXTENSION HAVE BEEN CONCEIVED AS ‘BAS 
RELIEF’ SCULPTURES. THE DESIGN IS BASED, IN PART, ON INFORMATION ABOUT THE HISTORY OF SAILORS, BOTH WHITE 
AND BLACK, THAT I CULLED FROM A BOOK CALLED, BLACK JACKS BY A UNH HISTORY PROFESSOR W. JEFFREY BOLSTER. 

THIS BAS RELIEF SCULPTURE HAS NUMEROUS SYMBOLIC ELEMENTS:
• BLACK SAILORS WERE CALLED ‘BLACK JACKS’, AND THEY WERE ABOUT 20% OF ALL AMERICAN SAILORS. BLACK JACKS 

SOUGHT SAILING AND WHALING AS A MEANS TO ACHIEVE FREEDOM FROM SLAVERY AND TO MAKE A LIVING.
• THE SAILOR CLOTHING IS A MIX OF THE VARIOUS STYLES OF HATS AND DRESS OF THE SAILORS THROUGH THE 

DECADES, INCLUDING CIVIL WAR SAILORS AND THOSE ON WHALING SHIPS.
• THE WHALE REPRESENTS THE SAILOR’S PURSUIT OF FREEDOM AND THE ECONOMY OF OIL.
• THE ROPE REPRESENTS THE SAILOR’S STRUGGLE AND THE COOPERATION AMONG SAILORS OF ALL WALKS OF LIFE IN 

COMBINED PURSUIT OF THEIR INDIVIDUAL INDEPENDENCE. THE FOCUS OF THAT STRUGGLE, THE WHALE, SEEMINGLY 
SWIMS AWAY SUGGESTING AN OUTCOME THAT IS NOT KNOWN.

• THE TURBULENCE OF THE WATER REPRESENTS THE INSTABILITY AND DANGERS INHERENT IN THE LIVELIHOOD OF 
SAILING. THE SAILORS IN THIS IMAGE ARE SEEN STANDING ON THE WATER, AND THE HINT OF A DECK, SUGGESTING 
THEIR FATE AND SAFETY WERE ALWAYS IN QUESTION.

• THE SHIP IS A TYPICAL AMERICAN COMMERCIAL SCHOONER OF THE 1800’S WITH NUMEROUS SAILS AND RIGGING.
• THE TOWER OF THE BRIDGE IN THE BACKGROUND IS THE CURRENT SAILORS MEMORIAL BRIDGE. INSERTING THE 

CONCEPT OF ‘HISTORIC DISSONANCE’ WITH THE IMAGE OF THE CONTEMPORARY BRIDGE SUGGESTS THAT HISTORY IS 
NOT STATIC, THE STRUGGLES OF SAILORS REMAIN, AND PORTSMOUTH IS STILL A VITAL SEAPORT. THE BRIDGE WILL 
ALSO BE SEEN FROM THIS VIEW. 

TERRENCE PARKER, ARTIST AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

PUBLIC DECK: NARRATIVE FOR THE WEST END BAS RELIEF SCULPTURAL MURAL

JUST AS WITH THE PROPOSED EAST IMAGE, THE IMAGE ON THE WEST END OF THE DOCK 
EXTENSION HAS BEEN CONCEIVED AS A ‘BAS RELIEF’ SCULPTURE. THIS DESIGN IS ALSO BASED, 
IN PART, ON INFORMATION ABOUT THE HISTORY SAILORS, BOTH WHITE AND BLACK, CULLED 
FROM A BOOK CALLED, BLACK JACKS BY A UNH HISTORY PROFESSOR W. JEFFREY BOLSTER

THE WEST SCULPTURE WILL HAVE DIRECT ACCESS BY THE PUBLIC FROM A STAIR SYSTEM 
THAT EXTENDS FROM BOW STREET ONTO A PUBLIC DECK THAT LOOKS NORTH UP THE 
PISCATAQUA RIVER. THERE WILL OVER 32 LINEAR FEET OF BUILT-IN BENCHES ON THIS DECK. IN 
THIS IMAGE, A PROPOSED BENCH IS IN THE FOREGROUND AND RUNS THE LENGTH OF THE 
DOCK ABOUT 16’. THE SAILOR FIGURES ARE LIFE-SIZE AND STAND BEHIND THE BENCH AS THE 
TOURISTS SIT ON THE BENCH. A PERFECT ‘SELFIE’ OPPORTUNITY.

THE THEME OF THIS BAS RELIEF IS THAT OF SAILORS AT REST AND PLAY, THE OPPOSITE 
THEME OF THE EAST SCULPTURE.
AS HARD AS SAILORS WORKED IN THIS DANGEROUS OCCUPATION, THERE WERE TIMES OF 
SLACK WIND OR EXTENDED PORT STAYS THAT ALLOWED SAILORS TIME TO RELAX. MUSIC WAS 
IMPORTANT TO SAILORS AND CONSEQUENTLY THEY INVENTED THE SHANTI WORK SONGS, 
SUNG TO AID IN COOPERATIVE TASKS SUCH AS LOADING AND UNLOADED THE VESSELS.    

THE HISTORIC BOAT IN THE BACKGROUND IS ONE OF THE QUINTESSENTIAL VESSELS OF THE 
SHIPYARD, THE KEARSARGE, ORIGINALLY BUILT DURING THE CIVIL WAR HAS HAD NUMEROUS 
NAMESAKES BUILT SINCE THEN.
AND FINALLY, EVEN THE WHALE, UNLIKE THE ONE BEING PURSUED IN THE EAST IMAGE, CAN BE 
SEEN FREE OF ENCUMBRANCES AS IT LEAPS OUT OF THE WATER HEADING OUT TO SEA.

TERRENCE PARKER, ARTIST AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT



H

H

10°

2
4

15°

10°

3
0

1
0
°

1
0
°

10
°

10°

15
°

MB
V1
2

15
°

5
°

M
B
V
12

M
B
V
1
2

10
°

1
0
°

M
B
V
1
2

1
0
°

D

7
0
5
5
A
-
D

1
5
°

M
B
V
1
6

M
B
V
2
5

TS10F
-I

TS1
5F-

I

TS
10
F-
I

20
°

MB
V2
4

MBV1210°

5°

MBV14

5°

MBV12

TS
20
F-
I

1
0
°

1
0
°

1
5
°

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

D

7055A
-
D

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

TS15F-I

M
B
V
16

30

TS
2
0
F
-
I

MBV12

15°

D

1848

H

H

10°

2
4

15°

10°

3
0

1
0
°

1
0
°

10
°

10°

15
°

MB
V1
2

15
°

5
°

M
B
V
12

M
B
V
1
2

10
°

1
0
°

M
B
V
1
2

1
0
°

D

7
0
5
5
A
-
D

1
5
°

M
B
V
1
6

M
B
V
2
5

TS10F
-I

TS1
5F-

I

TS
10
F-
I

20
°

MB
V2
4

MBV1210°

5°

MBV14

5°

MBV12

TS
20
F-
I

1
0
°

1
0
°

1
5
°

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

D

7055A
-
D

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

TS15F-I

M
B
V
16

30

TS
2
0
F
-
I

MBV12

15°

D

1848

H

H

10°

2
4

15°

10°

3
0

1
0
°

1
0
°

10
°

10°

15
°

MB
V1
2

15
°

5
°

M
B
V
12

M
B
V
1
2

10
°

1
0
°

M
B
V
1
2

1
0
°

D

7
0
5
5
A
-
D

1
5
°

M
B
V
1
6

M
B
V
2
5

TS10F
-I

TS1
5F-

I

TS
10
F-
I

20
°

MB
V2
4

MBV1210°

5°

MBV14

5°

MBV12

TS
20
F-
I

1
0
°

1
0
°

1
5
°

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

D

7055A
-
D

M
B
V
1
4

M
B
V
1
4

TS15F-I

M
B
V
16

30

TS
2
0
F
-
I

MBV12

15°

D

1848

A11 1

A113

A11 4

A10

1

UP

UP

EXISTING DOCK

SCREENING

EXISTING GANGWAY

SCREENING PLANTING

WAIT STATION

WAIT 
STATION

SCREENING

M
AR

TI
N

G
AL

E 
W

H
AR

F 
M

U
R

AL
 (E

AS
T)

 

C
LI

M
BI

N
G

 P
LA

N
TI

N
G

PU
BLIC

 M
U

R
AL (W

EST) 

PUBLIC 
DECK

HOST

WAITING AREA

PLANTING

PLANTING

HOST EXIT 
STAIR

MENS WOMENS

ELEVATOR ELEVATOR 
MACHINE 

ROOM

TRASH / RECYCLING

KITCHEN
KITCHEN

EAST LOUNGE

"BRAIN" 
ROOM

OFFICE

WAIT 
STATION

UP

DASHED LINE REPRESENTS 
EXTENT OF EXISTING DECK

DASHED LINE REPRESENTS 
EXTENT OF EXISTING DECK

SCREENING

WEST DECK EXPANSION

28' - 11"

EXISTING DECK TO REMAIN

93' - 3 1/4"

MURAL / PLANTER

59' - 2"

21
' -

 5
"

5'
 - 

0"

32
' -

 1
0"

15
' -

 6
"

PR
O

PE
R

TY
 L

IN
E

PROPERTY LINE

PR
O

PER
TY LIN

E

26
' -

 1
0"

10' - 1 1/4"

METAL GUARDRAIL, 
CONTINUATION OF MURAL, 
REFER TO ELEVATIONS

NEW EGRESS DOOR 
AND SIDELITES TO 
MATCH EXISTING

A12
2

A12
3

A112

NEW IPE WOOD TO MATCH 
EXISTING ADJACENT DECKING

5' - 2 3/4" 3' - 0"

1

A301

2

3' - 0"

PRINTED AT 1/2 SCALE ON 11X17 PAPER

DECK EXPANSION PLANMARTINGALE WHARF DECK EXPANSION
99 BOW ST. SUITE W

PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801

1/8" = 1'-0"
RD / JJ

08/06/2021

A9

1/8" = 1'-0"1 MARTINGALE WHARF DECK PLAN





A113

A11 4

1

L1

UP

PUBLIC 
DECK

HOST

WAITING AREA

PLANTING

UP

DASHED LINE REPRESENTS 
EXTENT OF EXISTING DECK

10' - 1 1/4" 4' - 5" 12' - 6 1/2"

3

L1

5

A12

6

A12

PU
BLIC

 M
U

R
AL (W

EST) 

A11 1

A112

A12

4

2

L1

5

L1

4

L1

PLANTING

WAIT STATION

SCREENING

C
LI

M
BI

N
G

 P
LA

N
TI

N
G

DASHED LINE REPRESENTS 
EXTENT OF EXISTING DECK

SCREENING

MURAL / PLANTER

59' - 2"

26
' -

 1
0"

METAL GUARDRAIL, 
CONTINUATION OF MURAL, 
REFER TO ELEVATIONS

NEW EGRESS DOOR 
TO MATCH EXISTING

2B

L1

1

A12

6

L1

7

A12

M
AR

TI
N

G
AL

E 
W

H
AR

F 
M

U
R

AL
 (E

AS
T)

 

A301

2

DECK
9' - 6"

EGRESS DOOR TO MATCH 
THE APPEARANCE OF 
EXISTING EXTERIOR 
DOORS, BUT COLOR TO 
MATCH IMMEDIATE 
ADJACENT WINDOWS

6X6 IPE WOOD POSTS 
TO MATCH EXISTING

BLACK METAL 
BALUSTERS TO 
MATCH EXISTING

LED LIGHTING STRIP 
TO MATCH EXISTING

STEP LIGHTING TO 
MATCH EXISTING

METAL BRACKETS 
TO MATCH EXISTING

DRINK RAIL TO 
MATCH EXISTING

(M
AT

C
H

 E
XI

ST
IN

G
)

39
 1

/2
" +

/-

1' - 0"

3'
 - 

2"
 +

/-

CLAPBOARD (4" REVEAL 
HARDY PLANK)QUARTZ COUNTER TOP 

TO MATCH EXISTING

3' - 0" 5' - 9" 3' - 0"

BLACK METAL BASE TO 
MATCH BASE OF EAST MURAL

L1
1

Sim

WOOD KNOBS TO 
MATCH EXISTING

WOOD DOOR PANEL 
WITH BLACK 
PLEXIGLASS TO 
MATCH EXISTING

CLAPBOARD (4" REVEAL 
HARDY PLANK)

BLACK METAL BASE TO 
MATCH BASE OF EAST MURAL

QUARTZ COUNTER TOP 
TO MATCH EXISTING

ADJUSTABLE WOOD 
SHELVES3'

 - 
2"

 +
/-

ALIGN FACES WITH BRICK WALL

1' - 3 1/2" +/-

BLACK METAL L-SHAPED 
COUNTER BRACKETS

DRINK RAIL TO MATCH 
EXISTING DRINK RAIL

2' - 0" EXISTING WAIT STATIONS 
FOR REFERENCE (ABOVE)

3'
 - 

2"
 +

/-

PRINTED AT 1/2 SCALE ON 11X17 PAPER

ENLARGED PLANS, ELEVATIONS, AND DETAILSMARTINGALE WHARF DECK EXPANSION
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1/4" = 1'-0"2 ENLARGED PUBLIC DECK PLAN
1/4" = 1'-0"3 ENLARGED MARTINGALE WHARF DECK EXPANSION PLAN

1/4" = 1'-0"4 EGRESS DOOR ELEVATION

1/2" = 1'-0"1 EXISTING DRINK RAIL EXTENTION SECTION DETAIL

AS INDICATED

1/2" = 1'-0"5 ELEVATION AT HOST STATION
1/2" = 1'-0"6 SECTION THROUGH HOST STATION

1/2" = 1'-0"7 SECTION THROUGH TYPICAL WAIT STATION



CUT SHEETS AND MATERIAL SELECTIONSMARTINGALE WHARF DECK EXPANSION
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WALL SCONCE AT DECK PERIMETER - OR EQUAL WALL SCONCE AT BUILDING - OR EQUAL 

IPE WOOD DECKING - MATCH EXISTING HARDIE PLANK - 4" EXPOSURE - BOOTHBAY BLUE 

LINEAR WALL MOUNTED LIGHTING AT BUILDING TO MATCH EXISTING EXISTING LINEAR WALL MOUNTED LIGHTING AT BUILDING

METAL GUARDRAIL BALUSTRADES AT EAST DECK EXPANSION - SIMILAR TO EXISTING (BLACK)AMBIENT PLANTER DOWNLIGHTS - OR EQUAL

EXTERIOR RATED EQUAL

OR EQUALOR EQUAL

OR EQUAL
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