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Article 4 Zoning Districts and Use Regulations

Section 10,410  Establishment of Districts
Section 10,420 District Location and Boundaries

Section 10,430  Use Regulations

Section 10.440  Table of Uses — Residential, Mixed Residential, Business and Industrial

Districts

Section 10.450  Table of Uses — Peasel/Airport Districts
Section 10.460  Table of Uses — Municipal and Cons ervation Districts

Section 10.410  Establishment and Purpose of Districts

The City of Portsmouth is hereby divided into the following zoning districts (the
staternents of purpose are for descriptive purposes and are not regulatory):

District

Purpose

' Resi_dent_ié_il Dist'rict.s -

To provide areas for single-family dwellings
and appropriate accessory uses at rural densities

Rural Residential R {up to one dwelling per five acres), and limited
agricultural uses.

) ] . To provide areas for single-family dwellings at
Single Residence A SRA  Jow to medium densities (approximately 1 to 3
Single Residence B gry  dwellings per acre), and appropriate accessory

uses.
Ta provide areas for single-family, two-family
General Residence A GRA  and multifamily dwellings, with appropriate
General Residence B GRE  2ceessory uses, at mo@eraﬁe to h.]gh dcnsltlgs _
(ranging from approximately 5 to 12 dwelling
General Residence C GRC  units per acre), together with appropriate
accessory uses and limited services.
To provide areas for garden apartment
Garden Apartment/ GAMLL development at moderate densities (up to 4
Mobile Home Park dwelling units per acre}, and to accommodate
existing developed mobile home parks.
Mlxcd Residential Districts _‘ o T B
Mixed Residential Office MRO  'To provide areas where a limited range of
business establishments, including live/work
) o units, can be located near or adjacent to
Mixed Residential MRRB  residential development, providing a transition

Busineass

between residential neighborhoods and
commercial districts.
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Article 4 Zoning Districts and Use Regulations

District Purpose
"Cl'lélracte-r"]'i)_i_s:ti;ipts-__' R : o
Character District 4-L, CD4-L. To promote the development of walkable,

I mixed-use, human-scaled places by providing
Character District 4 CD4 standards for building form and placement and

Character District 5 CD5

related elements of development.

‘Business Districts = -

Central Business A CBA

Central Business B CBB

To promote a wide range of business, retail,
residential, cultural and other public and private
uses, in and surrounding the City’s historic
commercial core, at intensities and patlerns that
promote pedestrian circulation and support
public transit,

General Business GB

To provide for a wide range of retail and
commercial uses in areas with excellent
regional highway access.

Gateway GW

To provide for redevelopment along existing
developed commercial corridors in order to
enhance the visual character and environmental
quality of such corridors, to accommodate
affordable housing in mixed-use developments,
and to encourage site designs that promote
pedestrian circulation and public transit use,

Business B

To provide for a mix of retail, commercial and
residential uses in areas of the City where a mix
of such uses is desirable.

Waterfront Business WB

To accommodate and support business uses that
depend on the ocean or the Piscataqua River for
transport or resources.

Office Research OR

To provide for campus-style development of
offices buildings, research and development

Industrial Districts =~

[acilities, and complementary uses,

Industrial 1

To accommodate industrial, wholesale and

storage uses whose operational and physical
characteristics do not have detrimental impacts
on surrounding areas.

Waterfront Industrial WI

To provide for industrial and related uses that
depend on direct access to the Piscataqua River.

 Peasd/Airport Districts . .-

Airport AR

To provide for uscs associated with the
operation of an airport, including aviation-
related facilitics, structures and activitics.
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District Purpose

To provide for industrial uses requiring
proximity to an airport and aviation-related

Airport Industrial Al - e L
por ) facilities, structures and activities servicing

industrial users,

Pease Indusirial PI To p_rovu.ﬂe for industrial uses which do not
require direct access to an airport.

Airport Business ABC To provide for business, commercial and trade-

Commercial ' related enterprises in a campus setting.
:jOth_er-'Dji_s'-fﬁctsﬂ_ ST ' ' wo ' '

Municipal

To recognize areas that are in municipat
M ownership for governmental, civie, service,
educational or recreational use,

To recognize arcas that are in governmental or

Natural Resource nonprofit ownership and are dedicated to

Protection

NRP protection and enhancement of the City’s

natural resources and ecology.

Section 10.420

District Location and Boundaries

10,421 District Location and Boundaries

10.421.10

10.421.20

10.421.30

Zoning districts are located and bounded as shown on a map entitled “City
of Portsimouth Zening Map,” copics of which are on file in the offices of
the City Clerk and Planning Department. The Zoning Map, with all
explanatery matter thercon, is hereby made a part of this Zoning Ordinance
and may be reissued by the Planning Board to incorporate such amend-
ments as may be made by the City Council,

Any property owned or leased by the City of Portsmouth and not shown on
the Zoning Map as being in the Municipal or Natural Resource Protection
district shall be deemed to be in the Municipal district, and when so
identified shall be placed in that district.

The following maps are incorporated by reference in the Zoning Map:

1042131  The Regulating Plan and Special Requirements Maps for the
Character Districts (Maps 10.5A21A through 10.5A21C), as
most recently amended.

10.421,32  The Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) for the City of
Portsmouth, prepared by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), as most recently amended.
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Article 4 Zoning Districts and Use Regulations

Section 10.460  Table of Uses — Municipal and Conservation Districts

Use Municipal NRP
M1 Municipal activities including, but not limited to, police, P N
government, fire department, library, and other public
activities
M2 Public facilities, including parking facilities and garages P N
M3 Temporary activities as authorized by municipal P
agencies having jurisdiction
M4 Tree farms and related forestry activities P P
M5 Wildlife refuge P P
M6 Public parks and playgrounds P P
M7  Public nature trails, provided that no off road vehicles or P P
bicycles of any type shall be allowed
MSE  Airport related equipment, communications and S S
navigational aids and activities
M9 Uses of property which are expressly recognized in N P
conservation easemanl or conservation restriction deeds
by which the City of Portsmouth has acquired
conservation rights in the property which is the subject
of the deed
MI10 Telecommunications equipment including towers, P N
aftached and detached antenna and cabinets, provided
that the City Council approves such installation

Note: No septic tank or ieach field shall be constructed, reconstructed or enlarged closer
than 75 feet 1o any wetland iying within an NRP district.

As Amended Through August 18, 2014 4-32



