
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 
PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
Remote Meeting Via Zoom Conference Call  

 
Per NH RSA 91-A:2, III (b) the Chair has declared the COVID-19 outbreak an emergency and 
has waived the requirement that a quorum be physically present at the meeting pursuant to the 
Governor’s Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8, as extended by Executive Order 2020-21, and 
Emergency Order #12, Section 3. Members will be participating remotely and will identify their 

location and any person present with them at that location. All votes will be by roll call. 
 

7:00 P.M.                                                                                 NOVEMBER 24, 2020                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
ACTION SHEET 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman David Rheaume, Vice-Chairman Jeremiah Johnson, Jim 

Lee, Peter McDonell, Christopher Mulligan, Arthur Parrott, 
Alternate Phyllis Eldridge, Alternate Chase Hagaman 

  
MEMBERS ABSENT: John Formella 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Peter Stith, Planning Department   
______________________________________________ 
 
I.        PUBLIC HEARINGS – NEW BUSINESS 
 
A) Petition of Gregory & Amanda Morneault, Owners, for property located at 137 
Northwest Street wherein relief is needed from the Zoning Ordinance to subdivide one lot into 
two lots and construct a new two family dwelling which requires the following: 1) Variances 
from Section 10.521 to allow: a) a lot depth of 44.7 feet for Lot 1 and 23.4 feet for Lot 2 where 
70 feet is required for each; b) a lot area per dwelling unit of 5,317 square feet for proposed Lot 
2 where 7,500 square feet per dwelling is required; c) a 2.5 foot front yard for proposed Lot 2 
where 15 feet is required; and d) a 4 foot rear yard for proposed Lot 2 where 20 feet is required.  
Said property is shown on Assessor Map 122 Lot 2 and lies within the General Residence A 
(GRA) District. 
 
The Board voted to deny this request as submitted. All the criteria to grant the variance were not 
met. This request would diminish surrounding property values and literal enforcement of the 
provisions of the Ordinance would not result in an unnecessary hardship. 
 
B)  Petition of 111 Maplewood Avenue, LLC, Owner, for property located at 145 
Maplewood Avenue wherein relief is needed from the Zoning Ordinance for signage for new 
building which requires the following: 1)  A Variance from Section 10.1251.20 to allow a 57 
square foot freestanding sign where 20 square feet is the maximum allowed. 2)  A Variance from 
Section 10.1242 to allow wall signs above the ground floor on all sides of the building. 3) A 
Variance from Section 10.1242 to allow wall signs above the ground floor on a side of a building 
not facing a street. 4) A Variance from Section 10.1144.63 to allow illuminated signs above 25 
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feet from grade.  Said property is shown on Assessor Map 124 Lot 8-1 and lies within the 
Character District 5 (CD5) District. 
 
The Board voted to grant requests 1-3 regarding sign area and wall signs. The Board voted to 
postpone the fourth request regarding illumination until a future, regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
II. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
III. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm. 


