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CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
  
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019            TIME: 6:15 PM 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• 6:15PM – NON PUBLIC SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH RSA 91-A:2, I (a) REGARDING 

STRATEGY OR NEGOTIATIONS WITH RESPECT TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING - AFSCME 
LOCAL 1386 

 
• 6:45PM – PORTSMOUTH CITY COUNCIL PHOTOGRAPH 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. ROLL CALL 
III. INVOCATION 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Arbor Day – Growth Award – Corin Hallowell, Arborist & Charles Baxter, Arborist 
2. McIntyre Presentation Introduction of David Eaton from Colliers International 
 

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – APRIL 1, 2019 
 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
VII. VOTES ON ORDINANCES AND/OR RESOLUTIONS 
 

A. First reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 10 – Zoning Map 10.5A21A by changing 
the property with the address of 15 Middle Street from Civic District to Character District 
4 and amending Zoning Map 10.5A21B by changing the height requirement area for the 
property street frontages on Porter Street and Maplewood Avenue to 2-3 stories (40’) 

 
VIII. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS 

 
A. *Acceptance of Donation from Poco Diablo, Inc., Restaurant – John Golumb & Marlisa 

Geroulo for Light Forms art installation on Ceres Street by Pandora - $2,250.00  
 
B. *Acceptance of Wellness Award – Health Trust Wellness Program - $2,000.00 

 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

(ANTICIPATED ACTION - MOVE TO ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA) 
 
A. Request for License to Install Projecting Sign for Joe Faro/Tuscan Brands owner of 

Tuscan Market for property located at 14 Market Square (Anticipated action - move to 
approve the aforementioned Projecting Sign License as recommended by the 
Planning Director, and further, authorize the City Manager to execute the License 
Agreement for this request) 
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Planning Director’s Stipulations 
• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and 

form; 
 

• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done 
at no cost to the City; and 

 
• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure 

resulting from the installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, 
for any reason shall be restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject 
to review and acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 
B. Request for License to Install Projecting Sign for Scott Rafferty owner of Open 

Concepts Realty for property located at 371 Islington Street, Unit A (Anticipated action 
- move to approve the aforementioned Projecting Sign License as recommended 
by the Planning Director, and further, authorize the City Manager to execute the 
License Agreement for this request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations 
• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and 

form; 
 

• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done 
at no cost to the City; and 

 
• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure 

resulting from the installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, 
for any reason shall be restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject 
to review and acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 
C. Letter from Cole Gove, Seacoast Growers Association requesting permission to include 

Squamscott Vineyard & Winery, LLC in the 2019 Portsmouth Farmers’ Market for the 
sale and tasting of their product (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City 
Manager with power) 

 
D. Petition and Underground Utility License for 100 Pinehurst Road - Request to install 3 

conduits in 1 four (4) foot wide trench from the utility pole, 48 feet across Pinehurst 
Road to their property (Anticipated actions – move to refer to the City Manager with 
power) 

 
X. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 
 

A. Email Correspondence (Sample motion – move to accept and place on file) 
 
B. Petition from The Clip Joint Barbershop against making the downtown a Pedestrian 

Zone  
 
C. Letter from Russell Prescott, Executive Councilor, District 3, sharing information 

regarding the Executive Council (Sample motion – move to accept and place on file) 
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D. Letter from Attorney Paul McEachern regarding Petition to rezone the Federal Building 
property on Daniel Street  

 
E. Letter and Petition for Rezoning of 200 Chase Drive (CC Church) 
 

XI. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 

A. CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 

1. Renewal of Boarding House Permits 
• 278 Cabot Street 
• 350-352 Hanover Street 

 
2. Purchase and Sale Agreement for Property Identified as Map 232, Lot 8 Off of Lois 

Street 
 

3. Request for First Reading to amend Chapter 6, Article II, Section 6.202C – Billiards and 
Bowling 

 
4. Request for License – Property Located at 35 Congress Street 
 
5. Extension of Connect Community Church License Agreement with Public Parking 
 
6. Request to move the October 21, 2019 City Council meeting to October 28, 2019 
 
City Manager’s Informational Items: 
 
1. Presentation Re: Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in the Pease Public Water 

System Update – Captain Gary D. Perlman & Dr. Gregory V. Ulirsch 
2. Household Hazardous Waste Day 
3. EDC Report Back to City Council on Review of Land Use/Inspections Process 
4. Report Back Re: Downtown Street Closures 
 
B. MAYOR BLALOCK 
 
1. Appointment to be Considered: 

• Reappointment of Robert Capone to the Cable Television & Communications 
Commission 

2. *Appointment to be Voted: 
• Appointment of Carrie Mayo to the Blue Ribbon Committee on Sustainable Practices 

3. *Establish Sub-committee of the City Council Re: McIntyre Project 
• Councilor Doug Roberts 
• Councilor Chris Dwyer 
• Councilor Rebecca Perkins 
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C. COUNCILOR ROBERTS 
 
1. Parking & Traffic Safety Committee Action Sheet and Minutes of the April 4, 2019 

meeting (Sample motion – move to accept and approve the action sheet and 
minutes of the April 4, 2019 Parking & Traffic Safety Committee meeting.) 

2. *Vaughan Mall 
 
D. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. Proposed Rule Change – Rule 7 Order of Business 

 
XII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 

* Indicates verbal report 



 
 
Portsmouth’s Park & Greenery Department receives two awards from the Arbor Day Foundation 
 
April 12, 2019 
 
The Arbor Day Foundation recently awarded Portsmouth’s Parks and Greenery Department, led by 
arborists Corin Hallowell and Charles Baxter, with its Tree City USA designation as well as its Tree 
Growth Award. Portsmouth and Nashua were the only communities in New Hampshire to receive a Tree 
Growth Award.   
 
Portsmouth has achieved the Tree City USA recognition for over twenty years by meeting the program’s 
four requirements: a tree board or department, a tree-care ordinance, an annual community forestry 
budget of at least two dollars per capita and an Arbor Day observance and proclamation.  
 
“Tree City USA communities see the impact an urban forest has in a community first hand,” said Dan 
Lambe, President of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Additionally, recognition brings residents together and 
creates a sense of community pride, whether it’s through volunteer engagement or public education.” 
 
In addition to being named a Tree City USA, this latest recognition of the Parks and Greenery 
Department’s Tree Growth Award was based on the Department’s high-achieving levels of education, 
partnerships, planning and management, and tree planting and maintenance.  
 
For example, every year on Arbor Day, City staff host an event alongside community members and other 
arborists to lead a public demonstration and discussion on techniques to prune trees and improve tree 
health; details on this year’s Arbor Day event will be announced in the near future.  
 
In addition to public education, the Parks and Greenery staff work to capitalize on partnerships when 
possible in order to implement new tree growth and improve public spaces. Recently, crews worked 
with Eversource to improve an open space area next to Marsh Lane, off of Maplewood Avenue; this 
included clearing the area of debris and planting a variety of trees in the area, resulting in what will 
continue to grow to be a small arboretum of unique species for the community to enjoy.  
 
About the Arbor Day Foundation: The Arbor Day Foundation is a million member nonprofit 
conservation and education organization with the mission to inspire people to plant, nurture, and 
celebrate trees. More information can be found at www.arborday.org.  

https://www.arborday.org/
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/parksandgreenery
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/growthawards.cfm
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/growthawards.cfm
http://www.arborday.org/


 

 

 

 
David B. Eaton CCIM 
MANAGING DIRECTOR | FINANCIAL SERVICES  

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

    david.eaton@colliers.com 

EDUCATION AND 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Suffolk University, Boston, 

MA 

Southern New Hampshire 

University, Manchester, NH 

AFFILIATIONS AND 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Certified Commercial 

Investment Member (CCIM), 

NH Commercial Investment 

Board of Realtors (NH 

CIBOR), Mortgage Bankers 

Association of America 

(MBA) 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

DIR [+1 603 206 9604] 

FAX [+1 603 626 1983] 

 

Colliers International 

175 Canal Street, Suite 401 

Manchester, NH 03101 

 

www.colliers.com 

 

SPECIALTIES 

Practice concentrations in commercial real 

estate finance, project development and 

consulting services 

Loan placement for acquisition, 

refinancing, development and restructuring 

Portfolio analysis and resolution of non-

performing loans 

EXPERIENCE 

David manages commercial financing 

and consulting activities for Colliers 

International with offices in Manchester 

and Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

David’s expertise is built on more than 30 

years of experience and a diverse skill 

set encompassing the sale, 

development, management and finance 

of residential, commercial, retail and 

industrial properties. David provides 

consulting and advisory services and 

commercial loan placement to corporate 

real estate users, financial institutions 

and individual investors throughout the 

Northeast. His focus is on adding value 

through analysis and development of the 

most advantageous debt and equity 

structure possible – leverage that makes 

the highest use of cash flow to maximize 

client return on investment. In addition, 

he has substantial experience in the 

restructure and resolution of non-

performing loans. David was the first real 

estate professional in Northern New 

England to earn both the CCIM (Certified 

Commercial Investment Member) and 

CRE (Counselor of Real Estate) 

designations. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• Awarded the CCIM (Certified Commercial 

Investment Member) designation from 

the Commercial Investment Real Estate 

Institute. The CCIM designation is 

awarded to those persons demonstrating 

a proficiency in several areas of 

commercial investment real estate 

including investment analysis, finance, 

negotiation and taxation. 

• Awarded the CRE (Counselor of Real 

Estate) designation from the Counselors of 

Real Estate. The CRE designation is 

awarded based upon experience and 

reputation in the area of real estate 

counseling. 

• As a financial intermediary, David has 

placed over $900 million of commercial 

loans.  

• David managed the redevelopment and 

disposition of a $12 million, 22 property 

real estate asset portfolio for a New 

Hampshire College that was forced to 

close its doors after 50 years of operation. 

• Advisory services provided to a regional 

lender, over a four year period, on the 

restructure, sale and management of a 

$250 million loan portfolio. 

• David has served as a court appointed 

receiver and trustee in bankruptcy and as 

an expert witness in State Court. 

• He is a recognized authority on the subject 

of real estate due diligence, about which 

he has lectured nationally. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

• Former member Manchester, NH Planning 

Board and Revolving Loan Fund 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
David B. Eaton  CCIM 
MANAGING DIRECTOR | FINANCIAL SERVICES  

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

  david.eaton@colliers.com 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

DIR [+1 603 206 9604] 

FAX [+1 603 626 1983] 

 

Colliers International 

175 Canal Street, Suite 401 

Manchester, NH 03101 

 

 www.colliers.com 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Former Member Manchester 

Planning Board   

 

Former Member Loan Review 

Committee City of Manchester 

Revolving Loan Fund 

 

Former President and Director 

Greater Manchester Big Brothers 

and Big Sisters 

 

Former President and Director 

Manchester Country Club 

 

Current Member Editorial Review 

Board of Commercial Investment 

Real Estate Magazine 

 

Current Trustee Camp Carpenter 

Trust 

 

Current Director and President 

Manchester Development 

Corporation 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX                                                                     PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE: MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2019                                          TIME: 6:15PM 
 
At 6:15 p.m. a Public Dialogue Session was held. 
 
Public Dialogue Session – One Group 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Blalock, Assistant Mayor Lazenby, Councilors Roberts, Pearson, Denton, Raynolds 
and Becksted. 

The members of the public were asked to introduce themselves and begin discussing their concerns 
and/or questions related to their individual topics. 
 
Bernard Mulligan spoke regarding closing downtown during weekends for an event in July.  He said 
that he is opposed to closing Church Street.  He requested that the downtown area not be closed for 
more than two hours.  He said he feels that the City Council is taking away property rights.   
 
Councilor Raynolds said the request is for a report back on closing a few of the downtown streets for a 
limited time during a few weekends.  He indicated that city staff met and are scaling back the request 
that was made.  He said the request is to take place on a couple of Sunday’s in September during the 
afternoon for 5 hours only. 
 
Esther Kennedy spoke on the word transparency and the McIntyre process.  She said there are three 
areas of concern by the public which are the creation of a park, the parking that is needed for the 
building and the post office remaining in its location.  She indicated that the public wants a true 
discussion regarding the McIntyre project that is not run by city staff. 
 
Councilor Roberts spoke to the Revisit McIntyre Group that has taken an assertive approach and stated 
some people feel intimidated and have not spoken to the McIntyre project.  He reported there have 
been 8 sessions that were each 3 hours in length.  He stated that the post office matter was difficult 
and we needed to get our Senators involved.  Councilor Roberts said in terms of a park, do the citizens 
want to pay millions.  He spoke to parking spaces that the residents want to see in place. 
 
Councilor Becksted said the breakout groups where not televised so that is a concern regarding 
transparency. 
 
Councilor Pearson said it is impractical and not fair to film every breakout session.  She said it feels 
like people are trying to rewrite history. 
 
Ms. Kennedy said the three issues of parking, creation of a park and the post office have been a concern 
since the beginning. 
 
Councilor Pearson said the meetings were open to the general public. 
 
Roy Helsel spoke regarding building a park at the McIntyre site.  He said at the beginning the citizens 
were not told what we could have regarding the post office. 
 
Mayor Blalock spoke to the public process that has taken place.  He said a public space is wanted by 
residents and Portsmouth is blessed with many beautiful parks.  Mayor Blalock said people have 
indicated they want a place to gather. 
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Bernard Mulligan said Mr. Kane wants every cent from the development he can obtain.  He said the 
post office would not pay market value for remaining in their current space.   
 
Councilor Roberts said we have a letter stating that the post office will pay market value for the space. 
 
Nancy Brown said people are questioning where we are going with the McIntyre.  She said we need to 
agree what will be done by the post office and we can disagree but we need to listen to the people.  
She stated that residents need more transparency and exchange knowledge and come together on 
what we want to see downtown.  Ms. Brown said if we need to start over we should or start in the middle 
because public input is critical and necessary.  She said the City Council needs to be our advocate. 
 
Councilor Pearson asked how many people participated in the public sessions.  She asked what we 
say to the people that went through the process.  Councilor Pearson said at the last meeting people 
were pleased and felt they received what they wanted. 
 
Bernard Mullligan said he does not feel like all the session were made public. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby said he believes in communication and stated some parts of the process 
could have gone differently.  He said there was transparency in the process.  Assistant Mayor Lazenby 
stated that stalling or revisiting does not come without costs. 
 
Mayor Blalock said we are only aware of what the building owner tells us. 
 
Councilor Roberts said most of the tenants will be out of the McIntyre by June.  He stated we have 
been successful with the post office. 
 
Mark Brighton said there is a large group of people angry about the McIntyre process. 
 
Councilor Raynolds asked what about the Weston and Sampson process was not valid.  He said the 
response by then Assistant Mayor Splaine was that we just need to revisit the McIntyre. 
 
At 6:55 p.m., Mayor Blalock closed the Public Dialogue Session. 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Blalock called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Blalock, Assistant Mayor Lazenby, Councilors Roberts, Pearson, Dwyer (via 

teleconference), Denton, Perkins, Raynolds and Becksted 
 
III. INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Blalock asked everyone to join in a moment of silent prayer. 
  



City Council Meeting Minutes 
April 1, 2019 

Page 3 
 

 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Blalock led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 
1. Poet Laureate 

 
Mayor Blalock read the Proclamation declaring Tammi Truax as the Portsmouth Poet Laureate for a 
two year term.  Mayor Blalock presented Ms. Truax with the Proclamation who accepted it with thanks 
and appreciation. 
 
Laurent Burnette thanked the City Council for making this available to celebrate the Poet Laureate 
Program.  She stated that April is Poetry Month and every two years a Poet Laureate is selected and 
explained the committee process in the selection of the Poet Laureate. 
 
Erin Leigh read a poem and spoke to Ms. Truax’s accomplishments. 
 
Ms. Truax read a poem and accepted the quill from current Poet Laureate Mike Nelson. 
 

2. Digital Fast 
 
Councilor Pearson read the Proclamation declaring the third of May through the fifth of May 2019 as 
Digital Fast Weekend in Portsmouth.  Councilor Pearson presented the Proclamation to Jeff Stern who 
accepted it with thanks and appreciation. 
 
Mr. Stern spoke regarding the Digital Fast weekend and the various events that will be taking place.  
He said that this is the first year doing the event on a large scale.  He stated that promoting Digital Fast 
weekend will start this week and encouraged everyone to participate in the events. 
 
Councilor Pearson said that Police Chief Merner has agreed to develop a “fun ticket” for the officers to 
hand out if they see someone using their devices. 
 
V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – MARCH 18, 2019 
 
Councilor Pearson moved to approve and accept the minutes of the March 18, 2019 City Council 
meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Perkins.   
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
VI. PUBLIC DIALOGUE SUMMARY 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby gave a brief summary of the topics discussed during Public Dialogue which 
included the Downtown Pedestrian Zone Experiment and the McIntyre Project. 
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VII. PUBLIC HEARING & VOTES ON ORDINANCES AND/OR RESOLUTIONS 
 

There were no Public Hearings, Ordinances and/or Resolutions on the Agenda this evening. 
 
VIII. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS 
 

There were no Grants/Donation on the Agenda for approval this evening. 
 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Letter from Crystal Paradis, Portsmouth PRIDE Coordinator, and Hershey Hirschkop, 
Executive Director, Seacoast Outright, requesting permission to hold the 5th Annual 
Portsmouth PRIDE event on Saturday, June 22, 2019 (Anticipated action – move to 
refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
B. Request for License to Install Projecting Sign for David Pettigrew owner of Strawberry 

Banke Antique and Vintage Shop for property located at 60 State Street (Anticipated 
action - move to approve the aforementioned Projecting Sign License as 
recommended by the Planning Director, and further, authorize the City Manager to 
execute the License Agreement for this request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations 
• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and 

form; 
 

• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign, for any reason, shall be done 
at no cost to the City; and 

 
• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure resulting 

from the installation, relocation or removal of the projecting sign, for any 
reason shall be restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review 
and acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 
C. Letter from Portsmouth Professional Fire Fighters requesting permission to hold two boot 

drives collecting funds for the Muscular Dystrophy Association on Sunday, June 30, 2019 
and Sunday, August 18, 2019 (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager 
with power) 

 
D. Letter from Richard Mason, Seacoast Veteran’s Count requesting permission to hold the 

Pack & Boots 5K Road Race on Thursday, July 4, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. (Anticipated action 
– move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
E. Letter from Jennifer Gilbert, St. Charles Children’s Home requesting permission to hold 

the 23rd Annual St. Charles 5K on Monday, September 2, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. (Anticipated 
action – move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilor Perkins. 
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On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
Hershey Hirschkop, Executive Director of Seacoast Outright, invited the City Council to attend 
Seacoast Outright Portsmouth PRIDE event on Saturday, June 22, 2019.  She spoke to the success 
of the event and that this is the 5th Annual Walk.  Ms. Hirschkop said over 4,000 people participated 
last year and they expect that number to increase again this year as it has over the last five years. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to suspend the rules in order to take up Item XI. C.1. – Citizen’s 
Initiative for Radiological Monitoring.  Seconded by Councilor Perkins. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 

 
XI. C.1.  Citizen’s Initiative for Radiological Monitoring 

 
State Representative Peter Somssich said he is forming a citizen initiative for radiological monitoring 
around the 10-mile Seabrook Emergency Planning Zone (EPZ).  He said we do not have any real time 
monitoring on the New Hampshire side of the Seabrook Nuclear Plant.  He reported on the history of 
radiological monitoring in Massachusetts which began is 1993.  Representative Somssich said that 
residents in the 10-mile EPZ want advanced monitoring in the area and the estimated 2-year cost to 
launch such an effort is $100,000.00 with a first-year requirement of $60,000.00.  He spoke to seeking 
pledges from the 17 towns in the area of the 10-mile EPZ.  He asked that the City pledge $1,000.00 
towards the initiative. 
 
Natalie Treat, C-10 Research and Education Foundation, Inc. which is a pro-safety group spoke to the 
monitoring in Massachusetts.  She provided an overview sheet for the monitoring.  Ms. Treat spoke to 
a high rate that was picked up in the 10-mile area and stated it is not part of the emergency monitoring 
system.  She informed the Council that there are small releases on a weekly basis. 
 
Councilor Dwyer asked if the idea to have private money would be raised for the first year or two and 
the State would take over the funding. 
 
Representative Somssich said $100,000.00 is absorbed in the budget.  He said if the State decides to 
put money in, it would be their responsibility to have someone in charge of the funding. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved that the City of Portsmouth pledge $1,000.00 towards the 
Citizen’s Initiative to expand Radiological Safety Monitoring in New Hampshire 10-mile 
Seabrook Emergency Planning Zone the initiative through Representative Somssich with 
funding to come from the Contingency Fund.  Seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
X. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 
 

A. Email Correspondence 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to accept and place on file.  Seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
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B. Letter from Retired Command Sergeant Major Robert Radcliffe, New Hampshire Army 
National Guard requesting permission to conduct the Regional Best Warrior 
Competition Ruck March on Wednesday, May 2, 2019 

 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to refer to the City Manager with power.  Seconded by 
Councilor Perkins. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

C. Letter from Edward Richards regarding Bethel Assembly of God property, 200 Chase 
Drive 

 
Councilor Raynolds moved to accept and place on file.  Seconded by Assistant Mayor Lazenby. 
 
City Manager Bohenko advised the City Council that this will be a very expensive property to 
purchase and that sales in that area range from $5,000,000.00 to $7,000,000.00. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 8-0, motion passed.  Councilor Denton was away from the Dais during 
the vote. 
 
XI. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 

A. CITY MANAGER 
 
1. Acceptance of Woodbury Avenue Signal Coordination Project 

 
City Manager Bohenko recommended that the project be formally accepted.  He reported of the 
$1,413,582.90 required to complete the project, $533,741.60 was paid for under Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality Federal funds administered through NHDOT. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to formally accept the Woodbury Avenue Signal Coordination.  
Seconded by Councilor Pearson. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

2. Easement Re: Chestnut Street Pedestrian Connector 
 
City Manager Bohenko said the final detail to complete the project is the execution and recording of an 
Easement Agreement under which the City would accept an easement from TD Bank, N.A.  He stated 
that this has been the subject of significant negotiation between TD Bank, N.A., David Moore and the 
City Legal Department.  City Manager Bohenko said he would like to see a connection made from the 
Vaughan Mall. 
 
Councilor Pearson moved to authorize the City Manager to accept and record the easement 
agreement for the Chestnut Street Pedestrian Connector from TD Bank, N.A. as presented.  
Seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
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Mayor Blalock passed the gavel to Assistant Mayor Lazenby. 
 
Mayor Blalock spoke on the African Burial Ground and the beautiful walking area through the 
downtown.  He said he is pleased with the work to complete the pedestrian connector. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby returned the gavel to Mayor Blalock. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

3. License Extension for Bluestone Properties of Rye, LLC for property located at 135 
Congress Street 

 
City Manager Bohenko stated the application has indicated that due to construction delays associated 
with the construction of the three-story building, they now require a temporary construction license 
through April 30, 2019.  He reported that the proposed license would replace the temporary 
encumbrance permit and the effective term of the license would start on March 27, 2019 and end on 
April 30, 2019. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to authorize the City Manager to negotiate and enter into a 
temporary construction license with Bluestone Properties of Rye, LLC as submitted to 
facilitate construction activities at 135 Congress Street.  Seconded by Councilor Pearson. 
 
Councilor Becksted stated he would like this to be the last encumbrance request. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

4.1. Applications for Sidewalk Café providing Alcohol Service 
• Raleigh Wine Bar & Market 
• Popovers on the Square 
• Ri Ra Irish Pub 
• The District 
• Fezziwig’s Food & Fountain 

 
City Manager Bohenko said the policy allows restaurants to apply for an Annual Service Agreement to 
occupy a defined portion of City sidewalk space for the purpose of creating a sidewalk café with the 
ability to serve alcohol.  He reported the term of the license is 6 months, typically running from mid-
April through mid-October.  City Manager Bohenko reviewed the fee of $10.00 per square foot, with a 
minimum season’s fee of $2,000.00 woth no proration of the fee.  He spoke to the hours of operation 
are until 10:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and until 10:00 p.m. on Sunday, with no smoking 
allowed in the “Area” at any time. 
 
Councilor Denton asked if there is a time limit to apply for a license.  City Manager Bohenko said no. 
 
Councilor Denton moved to authorize the City Manager to enter into Area Service Agreements 
with Raleigh Wine Bar and Market, Popovers on the Square, Ri Ra Irish Pub, The District, and 
Fezziwig’s Food & Fountain for outdoor alcohol service on City land for the 2019 season subject 
to City Council Policy No. 2012-02.  Seconded by Councilor Pearson. 
 



City Council Meeting Minutes 
April 1, 2019 

Page 8 
 

Councilor Becksted asked if the fees have increased.  City Manager Bohenko said no, if the City Council 
wants to increase the fees it would be a policy decision.  He explained the process of charging not more 
than what it costs to administer the licenses.  Councilor Becksted said he would like to increase the fee 
and suggested the rate increase by the rate of inflation.  City Manager Bohenko said that this is an 
automated system and we are charging a reasonable amount for what we are doing to administer the 
licenses.  He further stated the Fee Committee could take a look at these fees and make a 
recommendation. 
 
Councilor Raynolds said staff does a great job with the Fee Committee. 
 
Councilor Becksted asked if Tuscan Kitchen is looking to get an alcohol café license.  City Manager 
Bohenko said Tuscan Kitchen has submitted an application for tables and chairs on the sidewalk.  He 
said the area is congested and we must be careful about allowing any alcohol use out there.  He stated 
that all citizens can sit at the tables and chairs whether something is purchased at Tuscan Kitchen or 
not. 
 
Mayor Blalock passed the gavel to Assistant Mayor Lazenby. 
 
Mayor Blalock said you must make certain conditions to have these type of licenses.  He said he does 
not want to see the area change. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby returned the gavel to Mayor Blalock. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

4.2. Applications for Sidewalk Cafes providing Alcohol Service-private sidewalk 
• British Beer Company 
• Row 34 
• BRGR Bar 

 
City Manager Bohenko said the same requirements are in place for these licenses which are located 
on private sidewalks.  He stated the operation occurs on private property and there is no associated 
fee with these licenses. 
 
Councilor Pearson moved authorize the City Manager to enter into Area Service Agreements 
with British Beer Company, Row 34, and The BRGR Bar for outdoor alcohol service on private 
land for the 2019 season subject to City Council Policy No. 2012-02.  Seconded by Councilor 
Perkins. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

5. Request for First Reading – 15 Middle Street Re-Zoning Request 
 
City Manager Bohenko requested the City Council authorize first reading for the April 15th City Council 
meeting.  He further stated that the Planning Board has voted to recommend this re-zoning request. 
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Councilor Raynolds moved to schedule first reading for the April 15, 2019 City Council meeting.  
Seconded by Assistant Mayor Lazenby. 
 
City Manager Bohenko said on April 15, 2019 there will be a presentation outlining the re-zoning 
request. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the zoning of the property. 
 
On a roll call vote 8-1, motion passed.  Assistant Mayor Lazenby, Councilors Roberts, Pearson, 
Dwyer, Denton, Perkins, Raynolds and Mayor Blalock voted in favor.  Councilor Becksted voted 
opposed. 
 

6. 861 Middle Road Acceptance of Easement 
 
City Manager Bohenko said that the Planning and Legal Departments are recommending the Council 
accept an access easement for the property. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to accept an access easement to 861 Middle Road as 
presented.  Seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
City Manager’s Informational Items 
 
1. Water Bottles 
 
City Manager Bohenko advised the City Council that re-usable, dishwasher safe drinking bottles have 
been provided to the Council this evening as requested. He further stated that City employees who 
would like to use them will be receiving one. 
 
Mayor Blalock thanked City Manager Bohenko for the water bottles and said Portsmouth should be 
proud. 
 
2. Public Education Forum 
 
City Manager Bohenko announced that Mayor Blalock and the School Department have established a 
date and time of April 16, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to hold the Ed Funding 101 Forum 
presentation in the Nichinan Room at Portsmouth High School. 
 
Councilor Dwyer asked if it is feasible to give a presentation on education funding and the Coalition 
Communities.  City Manager Bohenko said we can have a presentation and explain the education 
funding and be prepared to answer any questions.  He stated he would have Assistant City Attorney 
Ferrini present at the meeting. 
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B. MAYOR BLALOCK 
 
1. Appointment to be Considered: 

• Appointment of Carrie Mayo to the Blue Ribbon Committee on Sustainable Practices 
 
The City Council considered the appointment of Carrie Mayo to the Blue Ribbon Committee on 
Sustainable Practices to be voted on at the April 15, 2019 City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Blalock advised the Council that Chairman Cohen has indicated that Ms. Mayo has been 
attending the meetings and would be effective on the Blue Ribbon Committee. 
 
Councilor Becksted asked how many non-residents served on Blue Ribbon Committees from out of 
state. 
 

2. Appointments to be Voted: 
• Reappointment of Amy Schwartz to the Portsmouth Housing Authority 
• Reappointment of Todd Henley to the Recreation Board 

 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby moved to reappoint Amy Schwartz to the Portsmouth Housing 
Authority until April 1, 2024 and reappoint Todd Henley to the Recreation Board until April 1, 
2022. Seconded by Councilor Becksted. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 

3. City Manager’s Retirement 

 
Mayor Blalock said that City Manager Bohenko has submitted his retirement letter.  He spoke to his 
many accomplishments as City Manager of Portsmouth.  He said he will provide a copy of City Manager 
Bohenko’s accomplishments for the Council to review.  He requested the City Council endorse a 
subcommittee of the City Council with the guidance of Deputy City Manager Colbert Puff.  Mayor 
Blalock said a recruiter will be selected and the process to be followed.  He said serving on the 
Subcommittee will be Mayor Blalock, Chair, Assistant Mayor Lazenby, Councilor Pearson and 
Councilor Dwyer. 
 
Mayor Blalock passed the gavel to Assistant Mayor Lazenby. 
 
Mayor Blalock moved to endorse a Subcommittee to assist the City Council with the process 
that we will follow to find the candidates for the next City Manager.  Serving on the 
Subcommittee will be Mayor Blalock, Chair, Assistant Mayor Lazenby, Councilor Pearson and 
Councilor Dwyer.  Seconded by Councilor Raynolds. 
 
Councilor Becksted said he would not support the motion.  He asked if the subcommittee will follow the 
right-to-know law. 
 
Mayor Blalock said that the subcommittee will be following the right-to-know laws. 
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Councilor Pearson stated the subcommittee will form the process that the entire City Council 
undertakes. 
 
On a roll call vote 8-1, motion passed.  Mayor Blalock, Councilors Roberts, Pearson, Dwyer, 
Denton, Perkins, Raynolds and Assistant Mayor Lazenby voted in favor.  Councilor Becksted 
voted opposed. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby returned the gavel to Mayor Blalock. 
 
City Manager Bohenko said the next 9 months will be exciting and at the May 6, 2019 City Council 
meeting there will be a presentation on the Doble Center.  He spoke to the creation of ballfields and 
the reconstruction of the bath house at Peirce Island that are forthcoming. 
 

D. COUNCILORS ROBERTS, DWYER & PERKINS 
 
1. Update Re: McIntyre 

 
Councilor Dwyer reported that Redgate Kane has come to an agreement with the person that will 
conduct the financial analysis. 
 
Councilor Roberts said the contract to assess Redgate Kane has been signed and Redgate Kane will 
be paying for half. 
 
Deputy City Manager Colbert Puff the City will be funding for half of the financial analysis and it would 
take 4 to 6 weeks for completion. 
 
Councilor Raynolds asked if the firm will provide the City with an assessment of Redgate Kane 
construction and operating costs for the proposed development and rental space with the financial 
return they’re expecting. 
 
Councilor Perkins said we don’t expect any City Council action until the analysis is completed.  
 
Mayor Blalock said the recommendation will come back to the City Council. 
 
Councilor Becksted said that there is no discussion until the analysis is completed. 
 
Mayor Blalock passed the gavel to Assistant Mayor Lazenby. 
 
Mayor Blalock spoke to the extensive public process that has taken place and said it does not seem 
fair to start the entire process over.  He said the time frame has enlarged and we are not ignoring new 
or fresh ideas.  He also spoke to the assurances that the post office has provided in stating they will 
return to the McIntyre or the downtown when the project is completed. 
 
Assistant Mayor Lazenby return the gavel to Mayor Blalock. 
 
Councilor Becksted said we have reached the end and there is a plan and design in place.  He said he 
would like to open the process up. 
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Councilor Roberts asked how this would work and what is the end result.  He spoke to attending the 
Revisit McIntyre meeting and there was no alternate plan, the plan was to start over and that is not fair.   
 
Councilor Perkins said she has heard not to delay the plan or process and for the Council to remain 
strong and move forward with the process. 
 
Councilor Dwyer said the financial plan and analysis is important to the process.  She said we need to 
understand how it works and the feasibility. 
 
Councilor Roberts said where the money is coming from, where it is going, is the project feasible and 
the financial analysis will answer those questions.  He said the City Council wants this to be revenue 
neutral. 
 

E. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. Floodplain Management Standards 

 
Councilor Denton moved to produce amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to enhance the 
City’s floodplain management standards for projected increases in coastal flooding and extend 
the Flood Hazard Overlay District and to refer to the Planning Department for report back.  
Seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
 
Councilor Denton said that this has come up and would like something produced that is actionable this 
year. 
 
City Manager Bohenko said something will be brought to the Planning Board and it will be done by the 
end of the year. 
 
On a unanimous roll call vote 9-0, motion passed. 
 
XII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Councilor Pearson reported on the Strong Town contest and said voting is open until 1:00 p.m. Friday. 
 
Councilor Roberts reported that the founder of Strong Towns, Chuck Marohn will be speaking at the 
Library on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. on building Municipal budgets. 
 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 9:05 p.m., on a unanimous roll call 9-0, voted to adjourn. 
 

 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 



 
 

ORDINANCE # 
 
THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH ORDAINS 
 
 That the Ordinances of the City of Portsmouth, Chapter 10 — Zoning Ordinance, 
be amended as follows: 
 

 
 
A.  Amend the Zoning Map 10.5A21A by changing the property with the address of 15 

Middle Street (Assessor Map 126 Lot 12) from Civic District to Character District 4. 
 
B. Amend the Zoning Map 10.5A21B by changing the height requirement area for the 

property’s street frontages on Porter Street and Maplewood Avenue to 2-3 stories 
(40’). 

 

 
 
 The City Clerk shall properly alphabetize and/or re-number the ordinances as 
necessary in accordance with this amendment. 
 
 All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby deleted. 
 
 This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 
 
 
       APPROVED: 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       Jack Blalock, Mayor 
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 
 



City of Portsmouth, NH March 21, 2019

Property Information
Property ID 0126-0012-0000
Location 15 MIDDLE ST
Owner SALVATION ARMY

MAP FOR REFERENCE ONLY 
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City of Portsmouth, NH makes no claims and no
warranties, expressed or implied, concerning the
validity or accuracy of the GIS data presented on this
map.

Geometry updated 11/30/2018
Data updated 11/19/2018

1" = 73 ft



Projecting Sign –14 Market Square 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: John Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Juliet T. H. Walker, Planning Director  

DATE: April 3, 2019 

RE: City Council Referral – Projecting Sign 
Address: 14 Market Square 
Business Name: Tuscan Market 
Business Owner: Joe Faro/Tuscan Brands 

Permission is being sought to install two projecting signs that extend over the public 
right of way, as follows: 

Sign dimensions:  41” x 41” per sign  
Sign area:  11.6 sq. ft. per sign  
   

The proposed signs comply with zoning requirements. If a license is granted by the City 
Council, no other municipal approvals are needed. Therefore, I recommend approval of 
a revocable municipal license, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and form; 

2. Any removal or relocation of the signs, for any reason, shall be done at no cost 
to the City; and 

3. Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure resulting from 
the installation, relocation or removal of the signs, for any reason, shall be 
restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review and acceptance by 
the Department of Public Works. 
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3’ PROJECTION

1/2” RAISED ACRYLIC LETTER

1/2” RAISED ACRYLIC LETTER

Zoning 

Building Side - West Elevation

Zoning District 3
- Wall signs 40sqft
- Projection Signs 12sqft
     -7’ from the bottom of the sign to grade

Current Proposed Square Footage
- 15”x188” = 19.5Sqft

-41”x41” = 11.6sqft 

41”x41”x2” Qty 2
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3’ PROJECTION

1/2” RAISED ACRYLIC LETTER

1/2” RAISED ACRYLIC LETTER

Zoning 

Building Side - West Elevation

Zoning District 3
- Wall signs 40sqft (per frontage)
- Projection Signs 12sqft
     -7’ from the bottom of the sign to grade

Current Proposed Square Footage
- 15”x188” = 19.5Sqft

-41”x41” = 11.6sqft 

41”x41”x2” Qty 2



3’ PROJECTION

1/2” RAISED ACRYLIC LETTER

1/2” RAISED ACRYLIC LETTER

Zoning 

Building Side - West Elevation

Zoning District 3
- Wall signs 40sqft (per frontage)
- Projection Signs 12sqft
     -7’ from the bottom of the sign to grade

Current Proposed Square Footage
- 15”x188” = 19.5Sqft

-41”x41” = 11.6sqft 

41”x41”x2” Qty 2





Projecting Sign –371 Islington Street 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: John Bohenko, City Manager 

FROM: Juliet T. H. Walker, Planning Director  

DATE: April 2, 2019 

RE: City Council Referral – Projecting Sign 
Address: 371 Islington Street Unit A 
Business Name: Open Concepts Realty 
Business Owner: Scott Rafferty 

Permission is being sought to install a projecting sign that extends over the public right 
of way, as follows: 

Sign dimensions:  30” x 36”    
Sign area:  8 sq. ft.  
   

The proposed sign complies with zoning requirements. If a license is granted by the City 
Council, no other municipal approvals are needed. Therefore, I recommend approval of 
a revocable municipal license, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and form; 

2. Any removal or relocation of the sign, for any reason, shall be done at no cost to 
the City; and 

3. Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure resulting from 
the installation, relocation or removal of the sign, for any reason, shall be 
restored at no cost to the City and shall be subject to review and acceptance by 
the Department of Public Works. 
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City of 

Portsmouth 
Department of Public Works 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: John P. Bohenko, City Manager
FROM: Ryan Flynn, Construction Project Coordinato�
DATE: March 26, 2019
SUBJECT: Petition and Underground Utility License for #100 Pinehurst Road
I have reviewed the utility plan provided Guy Pronesti of 100 Pinehurst Road.
This request is to install three (3) conduits in one four (4) foot wide trench from the utility pole 
marked "PSNH 5/3 8F", forty-eight ( 48) feet across Pinehurst Road to their property.
After examining the location of this installation, I have determined that it poses no unacceptable 
impacts to existing City infrastructure. A public works representative will be present for this 
installation to ensure that crossings of existing City pipes are executed properly. Attached is the 
plan showing the location of the installation.

cc: Peter Rice, P .E. Director of Public Works
Kelli Barnaby, City Clerk

Department of Public Works 
680 Peverly Hill Road 
Portsmouth, New Hwnpshire 03801 
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CITY COUNCIL E-MAILS 

April 2, 2019  –  April 11, 2019 (9:00 a.m.) 

APRIL 15, 2019 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

UPDATED 04/15/2019 THROUGH 3:00 PM 

New content begins Page 4 

 

 
Below is the result of your feedback form.  It was submitted by Rick Downes (freedom639@hotmail.com) on 
Monday, April 1, 2019 at 22:43:02 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
address: Portsmouth 
 
comments: Hello.  
 
A 3/30/19 Herald article reported emails to the council voicing several residents' concern with the proposed 
plastic ban ordinance. These folks miss the point. So many people focus on their own 
convenience/inconvenience, without considering what happens beyond their short-term usage of these 
objects. The legislation is addressing the larger picture ... how these conveniences impact nature.  
 
A broader issue here is if residents can't/won't acknowledge a responsibility to their lifestyles' effect on 
nature, their elected officials should do so on their behalf. The federal government did so with the Clean 
Water Act in the '60s. Where would our waterways be today without that legislation. This is an extension of 
that.  
 
Plastics we use for brief moments in time end up in nature ... endangering wildlife, and in too many 
instances, last forever. Some folks can't/don't want to acknowledge this after-effect. Someone should be 
focused on the overview, know of the confluence of plastic in the Pacific Ocean, feel for the the pregnant 
whale that beached herself with nearly 50 lbs of plastic in her stomach. Mr. Denton's ordinance is trying to 
take that responsibility. 
 
It is a lifestyle change. Businesses will adapt. People will adapt.  Please consider your roles as the big picture 
folks and continue moving this far-thinking initiative forward. 
 
Rick Downes 
Portsmouth resident 
 
includeInRecords: on 
Engage: Submit 
___________________________________________________________  
Below is the result of your feedback form.  It was submitted by Kathleen Logan (kathleenblogan@gmail.com) 
on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 at 08:15:40 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
address: 21 Blossom Street 
 
comments: After reading the paper this morning I knew I had to put my two cents in regarding the McIntyre--
especially when I read that Rebecca Perkins Kwoka said the majority of her correspondence on the subject 
has been to "not inject any delay into this process, and proceed with the plan that has been thoroughly 
developed by the public."  Well, this member of the public, who participated in one of the 3 hour input 
sessions last year, is ABSOLUTELY aghast at the plan that came out after those public sessions.  When I first 
saw the rendition by Redgate/Kane I was shocked (to put it mildly).  I remember feeling like it had all been a 

mailto:freedom639@hotmail.com
mailto:kathleenblogan@gmail.com
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sham and a charade.  Here so many people gave their time and input to Redgate/Kane people, who I thought 
were listening, and the plan they produced was nothing like I envisioned after hearing what the different 
groups presented. 
This entire process has been disheartening, to say the least.  On top of that, the condescending attitude 
exhibited by some members of the City Council is disgusting.  This project is not on the correct course and it 
NEEDS adjustment. 
 
COUNT ME AS ONE TAXPAYER AND RESIDENT WHO DOES NOT WANT TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THIS 
CURRENT FLAWED PROCESS. 
 
Kathleen Logan 
 
includeInRecords: on 
Engage: Submit 
_______________________________________________________________  
 
Below is the result of your feedback form.  It was submitted by Erik Anderson (andy42152@aol.com) on 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 at 05:43:58 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
address: 38 Georges Terrace 
 
comments: Dear Councilors. 
The following represents 2 issues of concern, review and reply. 
City Manager 
With the City Manager announcing his retirement the provisions within his contract as a consultant due raise 
some concern if you are not aware. His contract states that he is entitled 15 hours / week at $150.00 / per 
hour or $117.000 / year for this service. Additional to that is the cities obligation to provide him with office 
space and accommodations for this work as a consultant. It has been acquired that this office 
accommodation has cost the city considerable expense at city hall. 
Could you confirm the cost estimates in excess of $100,000 for refurbishing this office space for him and ex 
employee Dave Allen It only comes to light , in opinion that as an ex employee of the city and at the hourly 
rate it represents a cost to the city of considerable proportion and not well publicized in financial terms.  Your 
comments welcome 
 
Plastic bag ban. 
Although not yet not presented in an official act of the Council it is predicted that upon state legislation 
passage the city will consider banning plastic products under the direction of a motion from Councilor 
Denton. In preparation of this event it would be diligent of the Council to present economic consequences of 
this consideration for the public to review. Not full knowing what the financial cost to the city in monitoring / 
compliance of any ban would mean along with costs to business's effected might bring further light to the 
issue. 
As an additional comment it is bothersome as a resident of Portsmouth that the Council would would now 
dictate my choice to the use of these plastic products. NOT one effort has been made from a city prospective 
to educate the downside and responsible care of these products after use. I think that would be a better 
initiative for all intent rather than mandate the choice through prohibition. 
 
With Thanks to your time and any reply. 
Erik Anderson 
 
 
includeInRecords: on 
Engage: Submit 
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Below is the result of your feedback form.  It was submitted by Calvin Peterka (calpeterka@gmail.com) on 
Sunday, April 7, 2019 at 14:32:32 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
address: 121 Bow St. 
 
comments: Portsmouth Mayor and City Council, 
 
As a 25 year resident of downtown Portsmouth I strongly urge you to not rush any decisions with regard to 
the McIntyre building and adjacent site.  Please take the time to develop a plan that will better serve the 
citizens of Portsmouth in the future. 
 
The adjacent site should not have multi story buildings.  In the current plans these buildings would dwarf the 
older buildings across Bow and Penhallow from the site.   It is these older buildings which give the 
Portsmouth street scene such unique character.  This is the situation which now prevails on Daniel and 
Penhallow where the McIntyre is out of place with the older buildings across the street.  It was one thing to 
create the “tunnel” on Portwalk Place on the old Parade Mall site, but please don’t do it here on Bow and 
Penhallow.  Also as a long term box holder at the Post Office I enjoy my morning walk to pick up our mail.  
This often provides the opportunity to visit with friends and neighbors who are also visiting the Post Office.  
Please do not force it to leave even on a temporary basis as the Post Office Planner previously advised they 
would not make two moves.  Asbestos has been removed in the past from operating buildings.  Decisions 
regarding this site w! 
  
 ill have a very long-lasting impact on Portsmouth.   You can do much better than the current plans. 
 
With regard to the current haste to make decisions please keep in mind the entity your are dealing with, the 
US Government.  Remember this process started thirteen years ago when they were going to give the 
McIntyre building and adjacent site to the City.  It has taken many years to evolve to the point where they are 
going to give  this “White Elephant" to the City with restrictions.  This after they so diligently maintained a 50 
year old building  by placing netting to catch falling debris from the cornice and more recently placing metal 
panels around the  deteriorating front columns.  Moreover after showing such tender loving care they 
declared the building a historic site.  There is no indication that they are about to relocate the current offices 
in the building so there is no pressure from that source.  This history confirms that they are not rushing, so 
there is no incentive for you to rush,  To my knowledge there are no other “buyers" anxiously waiting in line 
so ! 
  
 please recognize the strong position you are in and take the time to get a good deal for the city. 
 
Sincerely, 
Calvin Peterka 
 
includeInRecords: on 
Engage: Submit 
________________________________________________________  
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New content begins: 
 
Below is the result of your feedback form.  It was submitted by Kaitlin Deyo (kaitlindeyo@gmail.com) on 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 17:03:18 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
address: 132 Middle St 
 
comments: Good afternoon Councilors and Mayor Blalock, 
 
I will keep this short as I know how valuable your time is, especially on this beautiful day.  
 
A short while ago drove down to the Portsmouth Dog Park with my pup to let her play and enjoy this day. 
Upon arriving and letting her off leash, I noticed a man in there exercising his dog, as well as his right to open 
carry a pistol which was tucked into his waistband. 
 
This is a challenging subject to be sure, so I want to keep this letter free from emotions and more to facts. 
This is on City-owned property, directly next to a playground for children, next to tennis courts where 
Portsmouth school kids practice, and sandwiched between Portsmouth Middle School and Little Harbor. 
Municipalities are allowed to restrict allowance of firearms on city property and within a certain school zone, 
are they not? Has this ever been brought up or explored within the Portsmouth Council? 
 
Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Kaitlin Deyo 
 
includeInRecords: on 
Engage: Submit 
_________________________________________________________  
Below is the result of your feedback form.  It was submitted by Timothy MacDonald 
(w.t.macdonald.nh@gmail.com) on Sunday, April 14, 2019 at 18:14:54 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
address: 18 Congress Street 
 
comments: On 2/18/19 the City of Portsmouth was treated to the news of councilor’s Pearson and Raynolds 
plan to use the 2/19/19 City Council meeting to introduce a proposal to close a number of downtown streets 
to vehicular traffic on weekends in July.  The meeting included a brief discussion in which Councilor Pearson 
explained her interest in this idea having originated from seeing this done in other cities and having observed 
“a lot of people trying to cross the street in Market Square.”  The Council voted unanimously to authorize City 
Staff to explore this proposal and return with their findings.   
 
Immediately thereafter, a number of residents, property owners and business owners who live, invest and 
earn their livelihood inside Market Square raised a number of concerns and voiced our opposition to the 
idea.  We also asked to be included in shaping any recommendation that may eventually advance, and I 
personally asked to meet with councilors to discuss (e-mail dated 2/22/19). 
 
Various correspondence that ensued between me and council members included Councilor Pearson replying 
that “there is no proposal yet” so it is premature to raise concerns (e-mail dated 2/22/19).  Councilor 
Raynolds agreed that yes it was a proposal and that he would be happy to meet with me.  We met on 3/1/19 
and had a cordial discussion where Mr. Raynolds agreed to revisit several elements of the initial proposal but 
also conveyed that he was firmly committed to excluding vehicular traffic from the intersection of Market, 
Daniel, Congress and Pleasant Streets.  I understand that during this time a number of other residents, 
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businesses and property owners expressed their opposition to a proposal of this nature either in written or 
verbal communication to the Council and/or participation in Public Dialogue Sessions. 
 
In one such session on 3/4/19 a number of Congress Street homeowners expressed their opposition.  Again, 
the council downplayed the status of the proposal and suggested that this was an experiment that could 
easily be undone if it didn’t work.  There was and has not been any indication of who would eventually gauge 
the success or failure of this experiment or how it would be judged.  Subsequent e-mail exchanges between 
me and Council members followed where councilors offered that there would be “numerous opportunities to 
continue to provide input” (Councilor Lazenby 3/5/19); one where I was provided a sales pitch and toolkit for 
Open Streets (Councilor Pearson 3/5/19); and a comment that “excluding cars from our streets is a unique 
experiment and I applaud the effort.  We will include accommodations for local traffic.” (Councilor Perkins 
3/12/19).  So, while there has been some communication and unsolicited input from the public at least three 
councilors seem to ha! 
  
 ve already decided. 
 
So today, the 4/15/19 City Council Agenda includes both a petition from the Clip Joint Barbershop against 
making the downtown a Pedestrian Zone as well as the eagerly awaited report back from the City Manager.  
We now have some much needed information and some burning questions.   
 
As described, the plan is now to include two dates, Sunday 9/29/19 and Sunday 10/6/19 where between 
noon and 5:00PM the following will occur: 
 
1).  Close Daniel Street from Penhallow to Market 2).  Close Market Street from Bow to Congress 3).  Close 
Pleasant Street from Porter to Congress 4).  Close Congress Street from Market Square to High Street 5).  
Convert Congress Street to two way traffic from Fleet Street to High Street 6).  Reverse direction of Porter 
Street from Pleasant to Church 
 
The report back states that “concerns remain associated with the revised plan” and I must applaud the 
author’s gift of understatement.  Noted concerns in the report back include: 
 
1).  “Increased traffic congestion (to which I might add confusion if not chaos) 2).  Impact to emergency 
response timing 3).  Security 4).  A reduction in public parking inventory of 92 spaces 5).  Americans with 
Disabilities Act implications 6).  Impact upon Public Transportation routes and access 
 
The report also states that “the business community has not yet had a chance to fully understand the revised 
proposal and provide feedback.  Additional communication with the North Church and all affected parties is 
recommended prior to finalizing any plans.” 
 
The report concludes with an observation that the City successfully piloted a Sunday afternoon (Noon to 4:00 
PM) Open Street event in the Lincoln Avenue area and that this would play a role in optimizing the trial for 
Market Square. 
 
So here are my questions and comments for the City Council: 
 
1).  What more does the Portsmouth City Council need to hear to vote down this vanity project that was 
never asked for and that is opposed by a great number of residents, businesses and property owners in the 
target area?  We are here now, and have since February been expressing our rejection of this proposal. 
 
2).   Why not consider alternative venues that are lower cost and lower impact.  The city is home to some 
wonderful public parks and a municipal complex, the South Mill Pond area, the South Playground, Leary Field 
and the Small park in between Lincoln Avenue and South Street that could host what are as yet unplanned 
activities that await ideas from Recreation Department and Library Staff.  Why not let Lincoln Avenue host 
this again if it was such a success there?  Please note I raised this same question in an e-mail to the council on 
3/10/19 but no councilor chose to address this idea. 
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3).  Unmentioned, but I hope not forgotten are the residents and homeowners of Market Square.  Are we 
among the affected parties to be communicated with?  Who else is or is not considered among the “all 
affected parties?”   
 
4).  Have you been fully transparent with the costs?  The estimated $7,714 to $10,732 is approximately $800 
to $1,000 per hour considering the two dates and times proposed.  How much city staff time and taxpayer 
dollars have been spent thus far on the study?  How much more remains to be expended on the consultation 
and planning to come from the Recreation Department and Library? 
 
5). Is this still an experiment and if so who will judge its merit and by what criteria? 
 
6).  Is the City Council willing to entertain a limit on how many times in a given year the same street or 
neighborhood will be required to experience street closures and limited access in order to host community 
events? 
 
I look forward to your reactions. 
 
Tim MacDonald 
18 Congress Street 
Portsmouth, NH  
 
 
IncludeInRecords: on 
Engage: Submit 
___________________________________________________________  
 





































   
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Date:    April 11, 2019 
  
To:   Honorable Mayor Jack Blalock and City Council Members 
 
From:    John P. Bohenko, City Manager         
 
Re:   City Manager’s Comments on April 15, 2019 City Council Agenda 
 

 
 
Presentations 
 

1. Arbor Day Growth Award The Arbor Day Foundation recently awarded Portsmouth’s Parks and 
Greenery Department, led by arborists Corin Hallowell and Charles Baxter, with its Tree City USA 
designation as well as its Tree Growth Award.  Portsmouth and Nashua were the only communities in New 
Hampshire to receive a Tree Growth Award. (Attached is information regarding the Arbor Day 
Foundation.) 
 

2. McIntyre Presentation - Introduction of David Eaton from Colliers International On Monday night, 
the City Council will be introduced to David Eaton, Managing Director of Financial Services for Colliers 
International, who the City has engaged to assist the City on the McIntyre Project.  David will briefly 
describe his experience and qualifications (attached is his profile), his role and scope of work, and inform 
the Council on the status of his work.  He will also be available to answer any general questions Councilors 
may have at this juncture. 
 
 

Public Hearings & Votes on Ordinances &/or Resolutions 
 

1. First Reading – 15 Middle Street Re-Zoning:   
 

On February 4, 2019, Attorney Phoenix submitted a letter to the City Council on behalf of his client, 
James McSharry, requesting that this property be re-zoned from CIVIC to Character District 4 (CD-4).  
At the February 19, 2019 City Council meeting, the Council voted to refer this request to the Planning 
Board for a recommendation. 
 
Since the Character District Zoning was adopted in April 2014, this property has been zoned Civic 
District.  Portsmouth has six main Character Districts in the Zoning Ordinance.  Except for the Civic 
District, all the Districts pertain to private properties and uses in the Downtown, North End, and West 
End.  In contrast, Civic Districts contain properties that are designated to preserve the existing buildings 
and uses which are open to and primarily serve the general public (i.e. religious facilities, historical 
societies and other non-profit establishments).  Properties in the Civic District are owned by a non-profit 
entity (other than the City) and are generally open to the general public and dedicated to the arts, culture, 
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education, religion, or other public uses.  Properties in the Civic District may be converted to other civic 
uses permitted under the ordinance, however new structures, alterations or expansions of the existing 
structures that propose non-civic uses require a change to the Zoning Map (or Regulating Plan) as set 
forth in Section 10.5A22 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
At the April 1st City Council meeting, there was question about whether the Civic District is one and the 
same as the Municipal District.  Civic District is different from Municipal District (although these have 
a similar purpose statement in the Zoning Ordinance). The primary distinction between these two is that 
Municipal District properties are owned by the City, whereas Civic District properties are owned by not-
for-profit entities other than the City. 
 
Being a religious use for more than a century, the structure at 15 Middle Street was designated as a civic 
use upon adoption of the Character District Zoning in 2014.  Since that time, the current property owner 
(the Salvation Army) has marketed the property for other uses and recently signed a purchase and sale 
agreement to convert the use of the building to a non-civic use -- hotel.  Thus, the conversion of the use 
requires a change to the Zoning Map (attached) as well as land use approvals from the Historic District 
Commission and the Planning Board. 
 
This property abuts both the higher-density CD5 District along Congress Street – the heart of the 
downtown commercial district – and the medium-density CD4 District located along Porter Street.  Due 
to the orientation, setback, and the fact that the primary entrance to the building is located along Porter 
Street, City Planning Department staff recommended re-zoning to CD4.  Note that the permitted land 
uses are exactly the same for CD4 and CD5.  The only discernible difference between the districts are 
the building placement characteristics and its occupation on the lot.  Understanding the current reuse 
proposal is to make relatively minor alterations to the existing structure, the CD4 District will permit 
such changes without the need for additional zoning relief. 
 
In addition to the base zoning districts, the Character District properties are also subject to separate 
requirements for building height standards.  These are regulated by Zoning Maps 10.5A21B.  These 
standards follow street frontages and not property lines (e.g. a property that fronts on more than one 
street may be subject to different height standards on each street).  The height standards for each of the 
abutting street frontages are 2 to 3 stories or 40 feet maximum.  Planning Department staff recommends 
amending the standards for this property to match the standards as listed above. 
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Properties in the Civic District are exempt from dimensional standards.  A comparison of the primary 
dimensional standards for the CD4 and CD5 zoning districts is provided below: 

 
Dimensional Standards CD4 CD5 

Principal front yard (max) 10 ft 5 ft 

Secondary front yard (max) 15 ft 5 ft 

Side yard NR NR 

Rear yard (min) 5 ft 5 ft 

Front lot line buildout (min) 50% 80% 

Building block length (max) 200 ft 225 ft 

Façade modulation length (max) 80 ft 100 ft 

Entrance spacing (max) 50 ft 50 ft 

Building coverage (max) 90% 95% 

Building footprint (max) 15,000 sf 20,000 sf 

Lot area (min) NR NR 

Lot area per dwelling unit (min) NR NR 

Open Space (min) 10% 5% 

Ground floor gross floor area per use 
(max) 

15,000 sf 15,000 sf 

Building height (max) see Map 10.5A21B see Map 10.5A21B 

Finished floor surface of ground floor 
above sidewalk grade (max) 

36” 36” 

Ground story height (min) 12 ft 12 ft 

Second story height (min) 10 ft 10 ft 

Façade glazing 70% min for shopfront 
façade 

70% min for shopfront 
façade 
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Permitted uses in the Civic District are uses open to the general public and dedicated to arts, culture, 
education, religion, recreation, government, transit, gardening, horticulture, public gathering, assembly, 
or meeting.  The primary land uses allowed in CD4 and CD5 are listed provided below. 

 
Land Uses CD4/CD5 

Single family dwelling P 

Attached ADU CU 

Garden Cottage CU 

Two-family dwelling P 

Townhouse P 

Multifamily dwelling P 

Live/Work unit P 

Assisted Living Center P 

Residential Care Facility P 

Place of Assembly S 

School P 

Museum P 

Performance Facility P/S (depending on size) 

Club / fraternal organization P 

Indoor amusement facility P 

Health club, etc P/S (depending on size) 

Office P 

Financial institution P 

Group daycare P 

Personal and consumer services P 

Convenience stores P 

Retail sales P 

Restaurant / bar P/S (depending on size) 

Bed and breakfast P 

Inn P 

Hotel or motel P 

Conference center P 

 
 

I recommend the City Council vote to pass first reading and schedule second reading and a public 
hearing for the May 6, 2019 City Council meeting. 
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Approval of Grants/Donations 
 

1. Acceptance of Donation from Poco Diablo,Inc., Restaurant - In the fall of 2018, the City entered into a lease with 
Pandora LaCasse Designs of Portland, Maine for a pilot project consisting of the installation of light forms in the 
tiered landscape areas at the entrance to Ceres Street.  The lease runs from November 14, 2018 to April 30, 2019 and 
includes an option to purchase the light forms at the end of the lease with a credit of 50% of the paid rent to be 
applied toward the purchase price.  The light forms add a creative dynamic to the busy pedestrian area at the corner 
of Ceres and Penhallow Streets and have been very well received by residents and visitors. The City has agreed to 
exercise the option to purchase the lights.  Local residents and owners of Poco Diablo’s Restaurant on Ceres Street, 
John Golumb and Marlisa Geroulo, have generously offered to contribute half of the purchase price of the light forms 
in two installments of $2,250.  
 
I recommend the City Council move to accept the first installment donation of $2,250 from Poco Diablo’s Restaurant 
for the purchase of light forms on Ceres Street from Pandora LaCasse Designs. 
 

2. Acceptance of Wellness Grant from HealthTrust  Kelly Harper, Benefits Administrator, Eric Benson, 
representing the Police Department and Brian Wade II, representing the Fire Department attended a Wellness 
Coordinator training at HealthTrust in Concord, NH.  As an award returning as Wellness Coordinators with 
HealthTrust, they each received money to use toward wellness initiatives in 2019.  The total received was $2,000. 
 
This money will be used differently in each department, but some ideas of how the money will be spent is, raffles, 
fitness devices, hydration programs, healthy snacks, fitness equipment and other initiatives to promote wellness for 
all employees. 
 
The goals of the HealthTrust Wellness Program, Slice of Life, is to reduce health risk factors and create a healthier 
lifestyle for our employees.  To realize this goal, the City, through its wellness programs, will provide health and 
safety initiatives, as well as education to its employees in an effort to improve the quality of their lives. 
 
I recommend the City Council move to accept the $2,000 Wellness Grant from HealthTrust to be used toward 
wellness initiatives in 2019. 

 
City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 

1. Renewal of Boarding House Permits  For City Council action are the Boarding House permit renewals for 278 
Cabot Street and 350 – 352 Hanover Street.  The existing permits are due to expire April 16, 2019. 
 
On April 9, 2019, City building, fire, health and housing inspectors visited the two boarding houses pursuant to 
Portsmouth Ordinance Article VIII, Section 9.804.  Deficiencies were noted in each location and corrective measures 
are required.  The deficiencies included some items that can be quickly remedied, such as updating smoke detectors, 
and others that will require some months to complete, such as electrical upgrades. 
 
The City staff recommends renewal of the boarding house permits subject to specific corrective measures and 
upgrades to be completed upon a schedule to be incorporated into the permit.  Section 9.805 of the ordinance allows 
are permit to be suspended, revoked, or terminated if the conditions of the permit are not met. 
 
I recommend the City Council vote to renew the Boarding House permits subject to specific corrective measures and 
upgrades to be completed upon a schedule to be incorporated into the permit, pursuant to Section 9.805 of the 
ordinance. 
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2. Purchase and Sale Agreement for Property Identified as Map 232, Lot 8 Off of Lois Street  The City has entered 
into a purchase and sale agreement to acquire a 2.8 acre parcel located at the end of Lois Street subject to certain 
conditions including approval of the City Council.  See attached overview of the parcel to be acquired. 
 
This Lois Street property has value to the City in several regards.  First, there are storm water management 
opportunities, both through the preservation of existing wetlands and the potential to construct storm water 
infrastructure at the end of Lois Street.  Storm water flows from this watershed area, travelling to Sagamore Creek, 
which is an impaired water body under New Hampshire law.  The property also has value to the City due to the 
potential to create a turnaround at the end of Lois Street for municipal vehicles (currently, municipal snow plows 
and trash hauling vehicles have to back up at the end of the road onto Middle Street).  In addition, the City’s public 
sewer line runs in and along the boundary of the property in the “paper street” portion of Lois Street. 
 
The seller, Alden-Watson Properties, LLC, originally offered the property to the City for $220,000.  The City rejected 
this initial offer, but ultimately the parties were able to agree that the seller would accept $60,000 cash and the City 
would recognize the difference in the offer price and cash sale price as a donative gift. 
 
The City will be asking the Conservation Commission, at its next meeting, to authorize the expenditure of $30,000 
from Conservation Funds to assist with the acquisition of this parcel.  The remaining $30,000 would come from 
funds set aside for open space. 
 
In addition, there is the possibility that this land may be used to satisfy wetland impact mitigation requirements 
arising as a result of the construction of recreational fields on the property behind the Department of Public Works.  
If so, this acquisition would avoid the City having to pay an in-lieu-of mitigation fee, or a portion of it.  This property 
contains wetlands which have been delineated and serve important natural resource functions. 
 
I recommend the City Council move to refer this potential acquisition of property located on Lois Street to the 
Conservation Commission for action and to the Planning Board for recommendation. 
 

3. Request for First Reading to amend Chapter 6, Article II, Section 6.202C – Billiards and Bowling  Attached is 
a written request from Bart Maderios of Bowl-A-Rama Family Fun Center.  Mr. Maderios notes that City Ordinance 
Chapter 6, Article II, Billiards and Bowling at Section 6.202 Hours reads in pertinent part: 
 
 C.  Billiards and bowling shall be permitted on Sunday, but not before the hour of 1:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Maderios indicates in his letter that the foregoing provision is disappointing to his customers and inconsistent 
with the manner in which Bowl-A-Rama would like to operate.  For example, its new restaurant, “Shenanigans”, is 
intended to be open to serve brunch, but “it will be difficult to explain that the restaurant is open, but the remainder 
of the facility is closed.”  For this reason, Mr. Maderios is requesting that an ordinance amendment be drafted and 
brought before the Council to eliminate ordinance Section 6.202C (see attached draft of updated Ordinance).  Insofar 
as the entire ordinance regulating billiards and bowling seems anachronistic, perhaps related back to a time when 
there were municipal problems caused by such business, there is no apparent objection to the requested ordinance 
amendment. 
 
I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to bring back Ordinance Chapter 6, Article II, 
Section 6.202C for first reading at the May 6, 2019 City Council meeting, in accordance with the request made by 
Mr. Maderios of Bowl-A-Rama Family Fun Center. 
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4. Request for License - Property Located at 35 Congress Street  Maintenance work is currently underway 
at 35 Congress Street pursuant to an encumbrance permit issued by the City to the Owner for 29-41 
Congress Street, LLC.  The maintenance work will extend beyond the 30 working days allowed under an 
encumbrance permit, thus the owner seeks a license to complete repairs. 
 
The proposed license period is for 60 days.  There are no license fees due, as the scaffolding being used is 
a walk-through type that will not close the sidewalk.  The owner will need to pay for the intermittent use 
of the parking spaces in front of the building, as those spaces are needed from time-to-time for construction 
vehicles and/or a dumpster for construction materials.  The attached license and sketch of the area impacted 
is provided. 
 
The Planning and Legal Departments have reviewed and approved the proposed temporary construction 
license. 
 
I recommend the City Council vote to authorize the City Manager to negotiate and enter into a temporary 
construction license with 29-41 Congress Street, LLC as submitted to facilitate construction activities at 
35 Congress Street. 
 

5. Extension of Connect Community Church License Agreement for Public Parking  On May 6, 2015, 
the City entered into an agreement between the Connect Community Church (“CCC”) and the City to 
permit members of the public to park in 124 parking spaces in the CCC lot.  The term of this Agreement 
has been extended by several Amendments.  This Third Amendment extends the term through February 
29, 2020 and gives the City Manager the authority to renegotiate the terms of future agreements without 
further action of the City Council.  Attached is the Third Agreement along with its Exhibits. 
 
The Legal Department has reviewed and approved the form of this Agreement. 
 
I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to negotiate and enter into this Third 
Amendment to extend the term of the Agreement with the Connect Community Church (“CCC”) to allow 
the public to use 124 parking spaces in its parking lot.  This Motion gives the City Manager the authority 
to renegotiate the terms of this Agreement in future years without further action of the City Council. 
 

6. Request to move the October 21, 2019 City Council meeting to October 28, 2019  The City Manager 
requests the City Council move the October 21, 2019 City Council meeting to October 28, 2019, due to 
both the Deputy City Manager, and the City Manager being out of town.  After informing the Mayor of 
this request, he concurred that the request should be made of the City Council. 
 
I recommend the City Council vote to change the October 21, 2019 City Council meeting to October 28, 
2019. 
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Informational Items: 
 

1. Presentation Re: Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in the Pease Public Water System Update – 
Presented by Captain Gary D. Perlman, MPH, REHS/RS, DAAS Environmental Health Scientist, Eastern 
Branch, DCHI; and Gregory V. Ulirsch, MS, PhD, Branch Associate Director for Science, Eastern Branch, 
DCHI: On Monday, April 1, 2019, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) released for 
public comment its health consultation report, “Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in the Pease Public Water 
System”, in Portsmouth, Newington, and Greenland, New Hampshire.  ATSDR will accept comments from the 
public until June 3, 2019. 

 
 The report concluded that workers at Pease International Tradeport and children attending the childcare centers were 
 exposed to PFAS in contaminated drinking water at the Pease International Tradeport.  Those exposures occurred 
 from 1993 until the Haven Well was shut down in May, 2014.  People exposed to drinking water from the Pease 
 Tradeport Public Water System (PWS) during this period might be at increased risk for some harmful health effects.  
 The cancer risk from past exposure to all PFAS in the Pease Tradeport is uncertain. 
 
 Attached is a copy of the factsheet associated with this consultation.  The full report can be accessed at: 
 https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/HAC/pha/pease/Pease-Tradeport-Public-Water-PFAS-HC-508.pdf.  
 
 Conclusions 
 After reviewing the available information, considering all factors that may contribute to the health effects of PFAS 
 exposures, ATSDR reached three conclusions. ATSDR’s conclusions are limited by several uncertainties 
 relating to the human health risks from PFAS exposures.  Because of these uncertainties, ATSDR used a conservative 
 approach, including several lines of evidence (see Summary of Public Health Implications for details) to evaluate 
 the public health implications of past PFAS exposure to the Pease Tradeport PWS. 
 
 Conclusion 1: Drinking water exposures from the Pease Tradeport PWS from 1993 to May, 2014, before the Haven 
 Well was shut down, could have increased the risk for harmful health effects to Pease International Tradeport workers 
 and children attending the childcare centers.  Other sources of PFAS exposure (e.g., from food and consumer 
 products) to users of the Pease Tradeport PWS could increase the risk of harmful effects beyond the risk from the 
 drinking water exposures alone.  The cancer risk from past exposure to all PFAS in the Pease Tradeport PWS is 
 uncertain. 
 
 Conclusion 2: Consuming water containing low levels of PRAS from the Pease Tradeport PWS since June 2014 is 
 not expected to cause harm to the public. 
 
 Conclusion 3: Based on available scientific information, ATSDR concludes that the health and nutritional 
 benefits of breastfeeding outweigh the risks associated with PFAS in breast milk. 
 
 Next Steps 
 This draft report will have a public comment period until June 3, 2019.  The public comment period provides the 
 community and other stakeholders the opportunity to review the report and provide input. 
 
 On Monday, April 15, 2019, ATSDR staff will attend the Portsmouth City Council and Newington Select 
 Board meetings to discuss the Health Consultation findings.  On Tuesday, April 16, 2019, ATSDR will host 
 Public Availability Sessions at the Great Bay Community College 4th Floor, Room 422, 320 Corporate Drive, 
 Portsmouth.  Community members or interested individuals can drop in at any time during the three available 
 sessions to talk individually with ATSDR staff.  The sessions will be at 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.; 12:00 (noon) – 4:00 
 p.m.; and 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
 Water System Updates 
 The two currently operating Pease Tradeport water supply wells continue to be treated by granular activated 
 carbon (GAC) and construction is set to begin this month of the new resin/GAC water treatment system for all 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/HAC/pha/pease/Pease-Tradeport-Public-Water-PFAS-HC-508.pdf
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 three Pease wells.  Water quality monitoring of the treatment system and wells continues and updates are posted 
 periodically for both the Pease Tradeport and Portsmouth drinking water systems at: 
 http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/water/pease-tradeport-water-system 

 http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/water/portsmouth-water-system-pfas-update 
 
2. Household Hazardous Waste Day:  This year will mark the 23rd year in which Portsmouth has conducted the 

household hazardous waste collection event.  Our spring event will take place from 8:00 am to noon on May 18, 
2019, and a fall event will be scheduled for October 4, 2019.  Nearby communities of Greenland and Newington will 
also participate in our collection event at no cost to the City.  The collection location is at the Public Works Vehicle 
Maintenance Facility on 680 Peverly Hill Road. 
 
According to the NH Department of Environmental Services, the average household throws 15.5 lbs. of hazardous 
material into the trash each year.  Household hazardous materials are disposed of in other ways too.  Certain products 
such as oil are frequently poured down storm drains and many products end up going down the sink drain to septic 
systems or sewers.  The City sees the household hazardous waste collection as an outreach/education opportunity to 
help protect our environment. 
 

 The City has contracted with Clean Ventures, LLC to collect the hazardous waste material.  Clean Ventures will be 
 responsible for supplying appropriate hazardous waste containers, collecting waste from participating community 
 residents, supplying qualified personnel, personal protective equipment, setting up and sorting hazardous materials 
 within an area that is adequately controlled with spill contaminant provisions, and to provide documented 
 transportation and disposal of hazardous waste. 
 

3. EDC Report Back to City Council on Review of Land Use/Inspections Process  

In 2018, the Portsmouth City Council asked the Economic Development Commission (EDC) to review the current 
land use permitting process and provide a report back with recommendations to streamline/improve the process.  In 
response, the EDC established a three-member EDC subcommittee to work with the Deputy City Manager and the 
Planning Director to better understand the current process and recent changes instituted to improve the process, such 
as online permitting and building permit survey.  Accordingly, the subcommittee reviewed metrics such as: typical 
application duration, number of projects that require Board of Adjustment approval, HDC application process, 
review of building permit survey results and trends for projects requiring two or more land use board approvals. 
Following this review, the subcommittee interviewed a group of experienced representatives of both large and small 
developments with the goal of gathering input on the City’s land use and building permit experience and to solicit 
suggestions for improvements.  The report findings and recommendations are included in the attached report. 
 

4. Report Back Re: Downtown Street Closures  The following is a report back on Councilors Raynolds and Pearson’s 
proposed “Pedestrian Experiment” involving the opening of various downtown streets to non-vehicular traffic only. 
The initial proposal has evolved in response to various input; staff and the Councilors worked together to bring 
forward a program that preserves the spirit of the proposal, but changes many of its original details. 
 
The revised proposal is to run an Open Streets program for two consecutive Sunday afternoons in the Fall, September 
29th and October 6th, from noon to 5 p.m.  These dates were intended to target an off-peak weekend day, when traffic 
volumes are lower and demand for parking is less.  In addition, these Sundays appear to have no obvious conflicts 
with other scheduled events on the City’s Community Calendar.  Streets to be limited to non-vehicular traffic include: 
  
• Daniel St. from Penhallow to Market Square; Market St. from Bow to Market Square; Congress St. from Market 

Square to High St.; and Pleasant St. from Porter St. to Market Square.    
 

• Congress St. will be converted to accept two-way traffic from Fleet St. to High St.; and both High St. and 
Ladd St. will also be two-way.  The portion of Porter from Pleasant St. to Church St. will reverse in direction.  
No changes to Bow are recommended. 

 
A map of the proposed area is attached.   
 

http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/water/pease-tradeport-water-system
http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/water/portsmouth-water-system-pfas-update
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The Recreation Department and the Library are being consulted to help plan for and staff a variety of community 
activities to occur during these afternoons. 
 
Concerns remain associated with this revised plan.  These include, but are not limited to:  increased traffic 
congestion (including areas beyond the City’s border); potentially delayed emergency response times; planning 
for adequate security; a reduction in public parking inventory (92 spaces); lack of adequate ADA parking 
allotment; decreased accessibility for ADA & Senior Transportation Services; and impacts to COAST public 
transit operations.   In addition, the business community has not yet had a chance to fully understand the revised 
proposal and provide feedback.  Additional communication with the North Church and all affected parties is 
recommended prior to finalizing any plans. 
 
Careful planning and coordination to mitigate impacts will continue to be required. 
 
Estimated Expense: 

 Departments have submitted the following estimated expenses: 
 

Department  # Personnel/ day  Total for 2 days  

Police  5  $3,746  

Fire  n/a  $0  

DPW*  3  $924 - $3,942  

Recreation/Library  t.b.d.  t.b.d.  

Sub-Total    $4,670 - $7,688  

Plus Lost** Parking Revenue  92 spaces  $3,044  

Total***    $7,714 - $10,732  
 

   * Range is based upon types of security required (movable barricade vs. manned truck)  
   ** Assumes a worst-case-scenario whereby revenue is not recaptured by an alternative paid, City parking location.  
   *** The cost for appropriate outreach and publicity is not factored into the above estimate.   
 

In 2014, the City successfully piloted a Sunday afternoon (noon – 4:00 p.m.) Open Street event in the Lincoln 
Avenue area, and our knowledge from this and other events (parades, Market Square Day, etc.) will play a role 
in optimizing this trial for Market Square.  Typically these events have an outside organizing group with plenty 
of volunteers or paid staff that put together the event and assist with all of the details. 

https://openstreetsproject.org/
https://openstreetsproject.org/
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RECOMMENDATIONS: COST AND APPROVAL IMPROVEMENTS 

■ Consider the scale of project to help applicant plan for costs

■ Clearly communicate the potential for land use board appeals and re-hearings

• Improve flexibility of scheduling and sequencing inspections

■ Study workflow for inspections to identify bottlenecks and improvement opportunities

■ Optimize use of back-up inspectors to minimize overhead streamline the inspection process

• Note and communicate where local codes exceed state/national building code
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ACTIONS 
 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

8:00 A.M. – April 4, 2019 
City Hall – Conference Room A 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman, Doug Roberts 

Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff  
Public Works Director, Peter Rice 
Police Captain, Frank Warchol 
Fire Chief, Steven Achilles 
Harold Whitehouse 
Shari Donnermeyer 
Mary Lou McElwain 
Ralph DiBernardo 
Steve Pesci 

 
CITY STAFF PRESENT: Parking and Transportation Engineer, Eric Eby 
 Parking Director, Ben Fletcher  

Planning Director, Juliet Walker 
 
 

Action Items requiring an immediate ordinance during the next Council meeting:   
None 

 

Temporary Action Item requiring an ordinance during the annual omnibus: 
VII.A.  Loading Zone ordinance update. Formal recognition of all signed loading 
zones and to allow use of all loading zones by noncommercial vehicles with loading 
zone permits – Voted to accept proposed changes to Chapter 7 Sections 7.601, 
7.602, 7.603 and 7.604. 

 
 

1. Accepted and placed on file meeting minutes from March 7, 2019. 
 

2. Accepted and placed on file financial report dated February 28, 2019. 
 

3. Public Comment Session: two speakers:  City Councilor Rick Becksted (crosswalks 
and bollards on Middle Street) and Charles Griffin (bollards on Middle Street). 
 

4. Loading Zone ordinance update. Formal recognition of all signed loading zones and 
to allow use of all loading zones by noncommercial vehicles with loading zone 
permits – Voted to accept proposed changes to Chapter 7 Sections 7.601, 7.602, 
7.603 and 7.604. 
 

5. Congress Street at Fleet Street lane use change – Voted to allow staff time to 
investigate the right turn only lane and making Pleasant Street one lane into Market 
Square. 
 

6. Annual Pavement Marking Painting update – No action required by Committee. 
 

7. Middle Street bike lane update – No action required by Committee. 
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8. Action Items IX.C., IX.D., IX.E. and X.A. to be moved to the May 2, 2019 meeting – 
Voted to move all remaining open action items to the May 2, 2019 meeting. 
 
 

Adjournment – At 8:58 a.m., voted to adjourn. 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Amy Chastain 
Secretary to the Committee 



MEETING MINUTES 
 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

8:00 A.M. – April 4, 2019 
City Hall – Conference Room A 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
At 8:00 a.m., Chairman Doug Roberts called the meeting to order.  
 
 
II. ROLL CALL:  

Members Present:  
Chairman, Doug Roberts 

 Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff 
Public Works Director, Peter Rice 
Police Captain, Frank Warchol 
Fire Chief, Steven Achilles  
Member, Ralph DiBernardo 
Member, Shari Donnermeyer 
Member, Mary Lou McElwain  
Member, Harold Whitehouse  
Alternate Member, Steve Pesci 

Staff Advisors Present: 
Parking and Transportation Engineer, Eric Eby  
Parking Director, Ben Fletcher 
Planning Director, Juliet Walker 
 

III. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: 
Ralph DiBernardo moved to accept the meeting minutes of the March 7, 2019 meeting, 
seconded by Mary Lou McElwain.  Motion passed 9-0. 
 
IV. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Public Works Director Peter Rice moved to accept the financial report dated February 28, 
2019, seconded by Mary Lou McElwain.  Motion passed 9-0. 
 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
City Councilor Rick Becksted expressed concern about the crosswalk at Middle Road 
and Essex Street.  Cars do not stop to let pedestrians cross.  There should be a flashing 
pedestrian crosswalk sign installed at the crosswalk.  He also requested that the City 
install the least amount of bollards required for the bike lane.  Construction is about to 
begin on Islington Street, which means people will avoid taking that route.  The turns 
from the side streets will be very important to get on and off Middle Street.  People will 
be using them to avoid Islington Street construction. 
 
Charles Griffin echoed Mr. Becksted’s comments about the bollards.  People have had 
time to adjust over the mild winter.   
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VI. PRESENTATION: 
No presentation.  
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Loading Zone ordinance update. Formal recognition of all signed loading zones 
and to allow use of all loading zones by noncommercial vehicles with loading zone 
permits.  Eric Eby commented that this effort was undertaken to clarify and clean up the 
Ordinance to reflect what was happening in the field.  The City worked with the Legal 
Department to do a complete rewrite.  There were no new loading zones added and no 
loading zones removed.  The characteristics of a loading zone were clarified.  The City 
has some 24-hour loading zones and some time restrictive loading zones, which are 
active loading zones from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  Both types of 
loading zones have a 30-minute time limit.  There is a commercial loading zone permit 
program, which allows cars without commercial plates to apply for a loading zone 
permit.  This is typically a business owner that needs to make frequent deliveries to their 
business.  The Ordinance had a section that stated that no more than 10 minutes could 
pass without activity in the loading zone.  This has proven to be too hard to enforce, and 
many people needed more than 10 minutes.  That section has been removed from the 
Ordinance.  The loading zone on Bow Street was changed to a 24-hour loading zone.  
Mr. Eby pointed out a loading zone on State Street that was being proposed to change 
to a time restricted loading zone to allow for parking at night.  The 24-hour loading zone 
on Pleasant Street and Maplewood Avenue and two time-restricted zones on Congress 
Street were never added to the Ordinance, so now they are included. The loading zone 
on Chestnut Street was changed from a time-restricted zone to a 24-hour zone.   
 
Steve Pesci commented that the zones are frequently used by rideshare services like 
Uber.  He questioned how this Ordinance related to rideshare services loading and 
unloading in the zones.  Police Captain Frank Warchol stated the Police Department 
handles enforcement of rideshares using loading zones.   
 
Mary Lou McElwain clarified whether or not the Market Street Extension loading zone 
was included in the Ordinance.  Eric Eby confirmed that it was and nothing was 
changing with that loading zone.  Mary Lou McElwain questioned if there was a charge 
for the permit.  City staff responded that it was $50 per year and there is a proposed 
increase to $100 per year.       
 
Mary Lou McElwain questioned if the parking outside the restricted loading zone hours 
was free.  Parking Director Ben Fletcher responded that it had not been addressed 
specifically.  Public Works Director Peter Rice suggested adding signage and requiring 
people to pay for the spots at a nearby pay and display meter.  Chairman Doug Roberts 
suggested that staff could look into that. Parking Director Ben Fletcher agreed and 
noted that it would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Shari Donnermeyer pointed out that it’s a confusing area, and people would not 
automatically know they would have to pay for that spot between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m.  
Public Works Director Pete Rice confirmed that staff would look into it and report back.   
 
Harold Whitehouse questioned if the Police would be able to enforce this and requested 
a report back in May.  Public Works Director Peter Rice responded that the Parking 

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/transportation/parking-and-traffic-safety-committee
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Division would be in charge of enforcement.  The Police are notified if a car is towed. 
Chairman Doug Roberts confirmed that staff could give a report in May on how it is 
working.   
 
Ralph DiBernardo pointed out that there were two issues.  One was metering the space 
between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. and the other was that cars could park in the loading zone 
after 7 p.m. for the night.  Public Works Director Peter Rice pointed out that cars are 
currently parking in loading zones after 7 p.m. and this is not a change.   
 
Ralph DiBernardo questioned if there was anything in the loading zone permit that 
prevented them from using it as a freebie parking spot throughout the City.  Parking 
Director Ben Fletcher responded that the particular zone is not defined in the permit.  
Public Works Director Peter Rice added that there is a 30-minute time limit with the 
permit, and they have issued citations for people who were not using it properly.   
 
Chairman Doug Roberts pointed out that one of the photos on Congress Street showed 
a truck in the loading zone and a truck across from the loading zone also making a 
delivery.  It is very common for a truck to park there and block the left turn lane.  
 
Fire Chief Steven Achilles suggested aligning the times of the restricted loading zone 
and the metered parking, so that there would not be an hour gap of metered parking 
required.   
 
Mary Lou McElwain noted that there is often a truck parked at the loading zone at the 
State Street and Atkinson Street intersection.  It impacts the visibility for cars trying to 
turn.  Eric Eby commented that there was a bump out behind the loading zone, so it 
takes up the entire space between Atkinson Street and the bump out. Mary Lou 
McElwain was concerned about that loading zone.  Eric Eby noted that was one of the 
only loading zones in that area, so it is used often.   
  
Ralph DiBernardo moved to accept proposed changes to Chapter 7 Sections 7.601, 
7.602, 7.603 and 7.604, seconded by Harold Whitehouse.  Motion passed 9-0. 
 
 
B.   Congress Street at Fleet Street lane use change. 
Eric Eby commented that this went along with making the loading zone on Congress 
Street official between Fleet Street and the Vaughan Mall.  When there is a car in the 
loading zone it can block the through lane and force cars to merge quickly.  The 
proposal is to make that lane a right turn only and keep all the through traffic in the 
unblocked lane.  The intersection at Maplewood Avenue has one through lane and a 
turn only lane on either side.  This change would make the Fleet Street intersection 
consistent with that one.  The proposal is to take off the arrowhead for the through lane. 
Then add a right turn only signage at the intersection.  The scenario was run through 
the downtown traffic simulation model.  It showed that traffic would back up in the 
through lane, but not all the way to Market Square.  It would not cause a gridlock.  The 
change would be monitored, and if there were too many backups the paint can be 
changed back.   
 

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/transportation/parking-and-traffic-safety-committee
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Public Works Director Peter Rice moved to change the shared through/right-turn lane 
on Congress Street at Fleet Street to an exclusive right-turn lane for discussion 
purposes, seconded by Harold Whitehouse. 
 
Harold Whitehouse questioned if all of the NO TURN ON RED signs would remain.  Eric 
Eby confirmed that was correct.   
 
Public Works Director Peter Rice thought that it was a needed change, but there was 
probably more change needed than just this one intersection.  This would be a good 
opportunity to consider making Pleasant Street one lane coming into Market Square 
and have Daniel Street be one lane through Market Square. The two lanes on either 
side can become queues for parking and turn lanes.  Public Works Director Peter Rice 
requested that Eric Eby look at that idea, and report back at the next meeting before 
they initiate the change.   
 
Harold Whitehouse commented that would be a radical change.  This proposed change 
should be put in and the other suggestions should be looked at more by staff.   
 
Ralph DiBernardo questioned how much time would be appropriate to look at this 
change and the Pleasant Street change and report back.  Eric Eby responded that 60 
days would be best.  
 
Deputy City Manager Nancy Colbert Puff commented that all of the businesses in the 
area should be notified about the proposed changes, so they are aware of the impact.  
 
Chairman Doug Roberts did not necessarily think that the items were linked together.  It 
could be possible to implement them incrementally. 
 
Ralph DiBernardo moved to amend the motion to allow staff time to investigate the right 
turn only lane and making Pleasant Street one lane into Market Square, seconded by 
Public Works Director Peter Rice.  Motion Passed 7-2.  Harold Whitehouse and 
Chairman Doug Roberts opposed the amendment because they did not think the 
changes needed to be tied together.  
 
The Committee voted on the motion to allow staff time to investigate the right turn only 
lane and making Pleasant Street one lane into Market Square.  Motion Passed 8-1.  
Harold Whitehouse voted opposed. 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS: 
No old business. 

 
IX. INFORMATIONAL: 
A.   Annual Pavement Marking Painting update.    
Public Works Director Peter Rice commented that last year there were some staffing 
issues, so they were not able to get as much painting done as they had hoped.  This 
year the City has been working closely with the contracted service provider and internal 
staffing to make up for last year.  Crosswalks are the main focus. The contractor 
agreement has been expanded to include crosswalks and other delineating features.  

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/transportation/parking-and-traffic-safety-committee
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Painting is impacted by temperature and moisture.  It has to be dry and temperatures 
have to be above 50 degrees.  

 
Chairman Doug Roberts questioned if the crosswalk lines would be expanded from 6 
feet wide to 8 feet wide.  Public Works Director Peter Rice responded that the policy 
would be to maintain the 6-foot width in the slow speed areas.  The crosswalks will be 
widened in the high-speed areas.  

 
Mary Lou McElwain was concerned that crosswalks that were impacted by construction 
sites were not being replaced.  Public Works Director Peter Rice stated he would be 
happy to meet with members to discuss the issue.  Mary Lou McElwain clarified that her 
comment was that she thought Unitil would be participating in the reconstruction costs.  

 
B.   Middle Street bike lane update.    
Planning Director Juliet Walker talked about their plans for the 2019 season roll out.  
When the bike lane was implemented last fall it had the full design including the flex-
post bollards.  The bollards were removed in the winter in part to allow for snow 
clearing.  It also provided an opportunity to revisit the design.  The City has reviewed 
public comments and taken them into consideration.  The bike lane is designed to 
support the safety of the bikers as well as the travelers along the bike lanes.  The goal 
is to ensure there are no cars drifting into the bike lanes.  The bollards and buffers were 
added to create a barrier.  This helps promote safety for bicyclists who may not be 
comfortable mixing with traffic.  The intent is to encourage more use of the bike lane 
through the design.  A full year will be required to monitor the traffic and bike lane usage 
in all seasons to accurately report back on the design.  There will be no flex-post 
bollards installed until early June.  Traffic will be monitored from April 15th to May 15th as 
the bike lane usage increases.  There will be a reduced number of bollards installed in 
early June.  All of the lines will be repainted as part of the citywide striping program. 
There will be 60 bollards installed this year.  Last year there were about 130 bollards.  
The new bollards will be shorter, more flexible, and easier to install and remove.  The 
distance between them will be approximately 80 feet.  They will be installed in places 
where the buffer is narrow, at intersections, and at the start and end of on-street 
parking.  They will be placed inside the buffer where possible.  The City is evaluating if 
one parking space should be removed at the Aldrich intersection.  That will be decided 
based on the traffic monitoring results.  The monitoring will include traffic speeds, traffic 
behavior at side streets and intersections, pedestrian and bike counts, and parking 
counts.  The City will work in collaboration with the Police Department and social media 
to ensure the messaging about the bollard installation is clear and accessible. 
 
Chairman Doug Roberts thought this was a very thoughtful response to the criticism.   
 
Steve Pesci agreed and thanked the staff for their efforts.  A marginal amount of 
bollards are beneficial and do improve safety.  A reasonable amount of them are 
necessary for this project.  Shari Donnermeyer agreed.    
 
Harold Whitehouse questioned if the vendor was taking back the old bollards, and 
asked about the additional cost of the change.  Planning Director Juliet Walker 
responded that she could report back to the Committee next month.  The City was not 
happy with the bollards from last year.  Their quality was sub-standard.   

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/transportation/parking-and-traffic-safety-committee
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Ralph DiBernardo commented that cars often straddle the yellow line on Middle Street 
to avoid the bike lane and bollards. In addition, people confuse the first set of parking 
spots on Cabot Street with a travel lane.  It should be better defined as parking.  
Planning Director Juliet Walker confirmed that was a location that bollards will be 
reinstalled.  Police Captain Frank Warchol noted that moving the bollards into the buffer 
will give the road about 4 feet on each lane, so that should help with the yellow line 
crossing.  Planning Director Juliet Walker added that they would continue to observe the 
behavior and noted that when the City repaves Middle Street there will be more 
opportunity to make changes.   
 
Fire Chief Steven Achilles introduced Captain Todd Germain in the audience and noted 
that he would be representing the Fire Department starting with the next meeting.  Fire 
Chief Steven Achilles is retiring and resigning from the Fire Department to take another 
position.  Public Works Director Peter Rice thanked Fire Chief Steven Achilles for his 
contributions to the City.   
 
Public Works Director Peter Rice stated he met with Ward 1. The neighborhood had 
requested a traffic calming process be initiated in their area.  They have gone through a 
series of proposals, and the most recent one to be presented to the Committee involves 
a significant amount of bollards.  He also stated the City is exploring installing parking 
meters in the Prescott Park lot.  There are currently 20 free parking spaces. 
 
Ralph DiBernardo moved to continue the outstanding agenda items to the May 2, 2019 
meeting, seconded by Public Works Director Peter Rice.  Motion passed 9-0.  
 
X. ADJOURNMENT – at  8:58 a.m., VOTED to adjourn.  
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Becky Frey 
PTS Recording Secretary 

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/transportation/parking-and-traffic-safety-committee


 

RULE 7. ORDER OF BUSINESS  
 
The business of all regular meetings of the Council shall be transacted in the following order, 
unless the Council by vote of at least two-thirds of the members present, shall suspend the rules 
and change the order: 
 
I. Work Session 
 
II. Call to Order [7:00 p.m. or thereafter] 
 
III. Roll Call 
 
IV. Invocation 
 
V. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
VI. Volunteer Committee Reports 
 
VII. VI. Acceptance of Minutes 
 
VIII. VII. Public Comment Session 
 
IX. VIII. Public Hearings and Votes on Ordinances and/or Resolutions 
 
IX. Mayor 
 
X. City Council Members 

(A single item of business per Council member unless further items are approved in 
advance by the Mayor A City Councilor Member may either speak to their item(s) 
previously placed on the agenda in accordance with Rule 4 or bring a single item that 
appears later on the meeting’s agenda forward to be acted upon at this point.) 

 
XI. Volunteer Committee Reports 
 
X. XII. Approval of Grants/Donations 
 
XI. XIII. Consent Agenda 
 
XII. XIV. Presentation and Consideration of Written Communications and Petitions 
 
XIII.  Reports and Communications from City Officials 
 

A. CITY MANAGER 
Items Which Require Action Under Other Sections of the Agenda 
City Manager's Items Which Require Action 

 



 

B. MAYOR 
 

C. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
(A single item of business per Council member unless further items are approved 
in advance by the Mayor .) 

 
XV.   City Manager 
 
XIV. XVI.   Miscellaneous Business Including Business Remaining Unfinished at Previous 
Meeting 
 
 XV. XVII.   Adjournment [at 10:00 p.m. or earlier] 
 
(ADOPTED NEW ORDER OF BUSINESS 1/9/06; AMENDED 1/25/2016; AMENDED 
08/21/2017) 
 

RULE 4. COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

All reports, communications, ordinances, resolutions, or other matters to be submitted to the 
Council shall, by 12:00 noon on Wednesday prior to each Council meeting be delivered to the 
City Clerk whereupon the City Clerk shall immediately arrange or cause to be arranged a list of 
such matters according to the Order of Business. Each member of the Council may place a single 
item of business under the name of that Councilor unless further items are approved in advance 
by the Mayor. The City Clerk shall furnish each member of the Council, City Manager, and City 
Attorney with a copy of the Agenda by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday prior to each Council meeting, 
and shall make copies of the Agenda available in the Office of City Clerk for the public by that 
time. (AMENDED 1/5/98) (AMENDED 1/25/2016) 
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