
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2013             TIME:  6:30PM 
 

A G E N D A  
 
 6:00PM – ANTICIPATED “NON-MEETING” WITH COUNSEL REGARDING LITIGATION – RSA 

91-A:2 I (c) 
 
 6:30PM – WORK SESSION – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT RE: NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL USES  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER [7:00PM or thereafter] 
II. ROLL CALL 
III. INVOCATION 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Ben Anderson, Executive Director of Prescott Park Arts Festival Re: Update on New 

Pavilion Building in Prescott Park 
 
2. Memorial Bridge Site Improvements in and around Scott Avenue and Daniel Street 

including Memorial Park 
 
V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – MARCH 18, 2013 
 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
 
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 10 – ZONING ORDINANCE – ARTICLE 
12 – SIGNS, SECTION 10.1230 – SIGN DISTRICTS, SECTION 10.1240 – 
PERMITTED SIGN TYPES, SECTION 10.1250 – SIGN DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS, 
SECTION 10.1290 – SIGN DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 10.1270 – ADDITIONAL 
SIGN REGULATION 

 
B. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 10 – ZONING ORDINANCE – ARTICLE 5 

– DIMENSIONAL AND INTENSITY STANDARDS, SECTION 10.515 – 
MEASUREMENT RULES, SECTION 10.516 – EXCEPTIONS TO YARD 
REQUIREMENTS AND ARTICLE 15 – DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 10.1530 – 
TERM OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY 

 
C. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 10 – ZONING ORDINANCE – ARTICLE 6 

– OVERLAY DISTRICTS, SECTION 10.630 – HISTORIC DISTRICT AND SECTION 
10.635.20 – WORK SESSIONS. 

 
VIII. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS 
 

There are no items on under this section of the agenda 
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IX. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 

A. First Reading of Resolution Authorizing the Borrowing of up to Three Million Three 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,300,000.00) Through the Issue of Bonds and Notes for 
Additional Costs for the Construction, Expansion and Renovation of the Portsmouth 
Middle School (Sample Motion – move to approve first reading on a $3.3 Million 
Dollar Bond Authorization and schedule a public hearing and adoption at the 
April 15, 2013 City Council meeting) 

 
B. Second Reading of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance – Article 

12 – Signs, Section 10.1230 – Sign Districts, Section 10.1240 – Permitted Sign Types; 
Section 10.1250 – Sign Dimensional Standards, Section 10.1290 – Sign Definitions, 
and Section 10.1270 – Additional Sign Regulation (Sample Motion – move to pass 
second reading and schedule a third and final reading on the proposed 
Ordinance, at the April 15, 2013 City Council meeting.) 

 
C. Second Reading of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance – Article 

5 – Dimensional and Intensity Standards, Section 10.515 – Measurement Rules, 
Section 10.516 – Exceptions to Yard Requirements and Article 15 – Definitions, Section 
10.1530 – Term of General Applicability (Sample Motion – move to pass second 
reading and schedule a third and final reading on the proposed Ordinance, at the 
April 15, 2013 City Council meeting.) 

 
D. Second Reading of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance – Article 

6 – Overlay Districts, Section 10.630 - Historic District and Section 10.635.20 – Work 
Sessions  (Sample Motion – move to pass second reading and schedule a third 
and final reading on the proposed Ordinance, at the April 15, 2013 City Council 
meeting.) 

 
X. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A MOTION WOULD BE IN ORDER TO ADOPT THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Request for Approval of Pole License to install 2 poles, 1 located on Sagamore Avenue 
and 1 located on Austin Street that are in need of replacement (Anticipated action – 
move to approve the aforementioned Pole License Agreement as recommended 
by the Public Works Department with the approval conditioned upon amendment 
of the license to allow for the collection of any lawfully assessed real estate 
taxes) 

 
B. Request for Approval of Pole License to install 1 pole and 110 feet of Underground 

Conduit and 1 pad mounted transformer located on Daniel Street.  The transformer and 
conduit system are associated with the Memorial Bridge construction (Anticipated 
action – move to approve the aforementioned Pole License Agreement as 
recommended by the Public Works Department with the approval conditioned 
upon amendment of the license to allow for the collection of any lawfully 
assessed real estate taxes) 
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C. Letter from Doug Bates, Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce, requesting 

permission to hang Harbour Trail Flags at 24 key sites for the 2013 season 
(Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
D. Letter from Alyssa Salmon, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater Seacoast, requesting 

permission to hold the 4th Annual Stiletto Race on Saturday, June 15, 2013 from 3:30 
p.m. – 5:30 p.m. and to close Pleasant Street (rain date Sunday, June 16, 2013) 
(Combined with Summer in the Streets Program through Pro Portsmouth) (Anticipated 
action – move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
E. *Acceptance of Donation to Recreation Department in memory of Thomas Leary 

 Kenneth C. and Priscilla A. Bowlen - $25.00  
(Anticipated action – move to approve and accept the donation to the Portsmouth 
Recreation Department, as listed) 

 
F. Letter from Wendy McCoole, Executive Director, BreastCancerStories.org, requesting 

change of date of CelebratePink 5K Road Race and Walk to Saturday, September 14, 
2013 (Anticipated action – move to refer to the City Manager with power) 

 
XI. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 

 
A. Letter from Attorney Paul McEachern on behalf of Beth Gross-Santos regarding the 

merger of lots at 79 Lois Street.  Also attached is a memorandum from Rick Taintor, 
Planning Director regarding the request (Sample motion – move to approve the 
merger of lots as requested by Attorney Paul McEachern in letter dated March 15, 
2013 in accordance with RSA 674:39-aa) 

 
B. Letter from Doug Bates, President, Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce 

requesting permission to conduct a Veterans Council 5K Road Race on Saturday, May 
18, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. (Sample motion – move to refer to the City Manager with 
power) 

 
XII. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 

A. CITY MANAGER 
 

Items Which Require Action Under Other Sections of the Agenda 
 
1. First Reading of Proposed Bonding Resolution: 
 

1.1 First Reading of Resolution Authorizing the Borrowing of up to Three Million 
Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,300,000.00) Through the Issue of Bonds 
and Notes for Additional Costs for the Construction, Expansion and Renovation 
of the Portsmouth Middle School (Action on this matter should take place 
under Section IX of the Agenda) 
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2. Public Hearings/Second Readings of Proposed Resolution and Ordinance 

Amendments: 
 

2.1 Public Hearing/Second Reading of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 10 – 
Zoning Ordinance – Article 12 – Signs (Action on this matter should take 
place under Section IX of the Agenda) 

 
2.2. Public Hearing/Second Reading of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 10 – 

Zoning Ordinance – Article 5 – Dimensional and Intensity Standards and Article 
15 – Definitions (Action on this matter should take place under Section IX of 
the Agenda) 

 
2.3 Public Hearing/Second Reading of Proposed Amendments to Chapter 10 – 

Zoning Ordinance – Article 6 – Overlay Districts, Section 10.630 - Historic District 
and Section 10.635.20 – Work Sessions (Action on this matter should take 
place under Section IX of the Agenda) 

 
City Manager’s Items Which Require Action 
 
1. Request for a Parking Lot Agreement Re: Middle Street Baptist Church 
 
2. Request from Memorial Bridge Illumination Committee Re: Ratification of Loan Request 

 
3. Applications for Sidewalk Cafes Providing Alcohol Service 

a) Popovers on the Square 
b) Ri Ra 
c) State Street Saloon 
d) Surf  

 
4. Report Back Re: Request by Christopher McInnis to Rezone Parcels at 678 and 680 

Maplewood Avenue from Single Residence B (SRB) to Business (B) 
 

5. License Request for 103 Congress Street, The District Restaurant 
 
Informational Items 
 
1. Events Listing 
2. Schedule for Budget Presentations – April 6, 2013 
 

B. MAYOR SPEAR 
 
1. Appointment to be Considered: 

 Michael Barker – Appointment to the Taxi Commission 
2. Appointments to be Voted: 

 Ruth Griffin – Reappointment to the Portsmouth Housing Authority 
 Shelley Saunders – Reappointment as an Alternate to the Conservation Commission 

3. *Establish Public Input Session Re: Restart Process for Building Parking Garage at 
Worth Lot – Proposed Date, Monday, May 13, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 
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C. COUNCILOR SMITH 
 
1. Parking & Traffic Safety Committee Action Sheet and Minutes of the March 14, 2013 

meeting (Sample motion – move to approve and accept the action sheet and 
minutes of the March 14, 2013 Parking & Traffic Safety Committee meeting) 

 
XIII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT [AT 10:00PM OR EARLIER] 

 
 
KELLI L. BARNABY, CMC/CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 

 
 
*Indicates Verbal Report 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. Notification that the Conservation Commission Minutes of the February 13, 2013 meeting are 
available on the City’s website for your review 

2. Notification that the Site Review Technical Advisory Committee Minutes of the March 5, 2013 
meeting are available on the City’s website for your review 

3. Notification that the Planning Board Minutes of the November 15, 2012 meeting are available 
on the City’s website for your review 

 
 
 
 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC WHO ARE HEARING IMPAIRED: Please contact Dianna Fogarty at 603-610-7270 one-
week prior to the meeting for assistance.   
  
























